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Preface

"Making a Man of God" is an exposition of the first three chapters of the book of Ezekiel in which are revealed the secrets of the principals, ways and means God uses for the effective development of His ministers and servants. 

God gave Ezekiel to understand some of the ways He would work in his life, through visions, typology, symbols, as well as revelation of Himself.







	CHAPTER 1



SPECIFIC DATES

Ezekiel 1:1 "It came to pass in the thirtieth year, in the fourth month, in the fifth day of the month." 



God moves very accurately in time as well as in eternity. There is a time when God begins to reveal Himself, His word and His ways to His servants.



God revealed in the first three chapters of Ezekiel a very detailed view of the development and maturing of His ministers as seen from heaven's viewpoint. The Holy Spirit has also intricately interwoven a pattern-picture defining the man or woman of God and showing the means and ways that God will use to produce those ministers. 



The careful observer and searcher of Scripture can see that God was prophetically laying out His plan and purpose for Ezekiel's life and ministry in this vision. However, in a much larger scope this passage of Scripture also includes the ways, means and purposes of God in developing the spiritual lives of all his saints and ministers. Especially, all who are called according to His purposes.



The wealth of detailed revelation in these three chapters in the book of Ezekiel is most illuminating, as it is a rich field of treasure to dig in because of the abundance of spiritual truths regarding the workings and dealings of God in His people. As usual God hid the majority of these truths behind the facade of types, metaphors and figures of speech. Because "It is the glory of God to conceal a thing: but the honor of kings is to search out a matter." Proverbs 25:2  



The living angel-like creatures are a graphic spiritual picture of the perfected sons of God. First God shows Ezekiel the spiritual man in his full maturity as he appears in the eyes of the Spirit. Then God outlines the training and perfecting of that person through the development process He uses. In order to bring forth such a one, God has to do the work Himself. This process is in part made up with thorns, briars and scorpions, so that His ministers know and experience the hurts of life more so than other people.



Regardless of how much training for ministry is done by schools, colleges, and seminaries; it is God alone who makes a man or woman of God and brings them to their spiritual maturity. Christ, the divine Head of the church, is the One who gives the governing office ministries of apostle, prophet and teacher to the Church. There are not only these three office ministries, but there are many other helping ministries that accompany them; like helps, miracle workers, administrators and many other ministries the Spirit develops in His saints. 1Corinthians 12:28 states, "God has appointed these in the church: first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, varieties of tongues." 





The Bible specifically tells of the spiritual giftings in other ministries, such as those revealed in Exodus 31:2-6 "See, I have called by name Bezalel the son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah. 

And I have filled him with the Spirit of God, in wisdom, in understanding, in knowledge, and in all manner of workmanship, to design artistic works, to work in gold, in silver, in bronze, in cutting jewels for setting, in carving wood, and to work in all manner of workmanship. 



And I, indeed I, have appointed with him Aholiab the son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan; and I have put wisdom in the hearts of all the gifted artisans, that they may make all that I have commanded you." God revealed that there are ministries and special gifts given by the Spirit of God that are apart from holding a church service or even ministering directly to people. Nevertheless they are Holy Spirit given and are therefore not to be considered of little value simply because they are not ministerial gifts. These were heavenly gifts to minister in the natural and material things of God's tabernacle.



	CHOOSE YE OUT MEN

When choosing our candidates for deaconship it is to be noted that the very first requirement Peter called for in Acts chapter 6 and verse 3 was: "Choose ye out men." In Spanish it is easier to see the weight of this verse because there are two words for man:  'Hombre' and 'Varon'. The word Peter used, 'Varon', is like saying; choose ye out mature men, not wimps, but immature, weak men. 



So many teachers, both in church and in Bible Schools, are not yet developed men or women of God, but who teach out of their personal experiences and revelations. Instead, they are theoreticians, teaching out of writings and books that tell of some other man's experience. They are not men or women of God, but people of education; academicians who may know much about their chosen field of learning, but little about the revelation of God Himself. 



A certain highly lauded teacher holds large seminars on how to raise a family, but he never married nor raised a family of his own. He also teaches how to build a church, but he never built one. A nationally known counselor counsels millions on marriage problems through the daily newspapers, yet her own home is torn apart by divorce. Wonderful ideas, but they are coming from mental theory and not out of experience. The more children a person raises, the less they seem to know about writing a book on the subject. The ones who write sellable books on child raising are those who never had either the thrills or the pains of raising them. The more people learn, the more they find what they don't know. The mature person that God has made will be more than a theoretician, as he or she will have been taken by God through many deep, painful and most revealing experiences. 



God must train His maturing men or women so that they will truly be able to meet the needs of the ones to which they are given to help. Suppose a much loved one is very sick and desperately needs a doctor. Someone comes and says, "I have a physician friend who is a very knowledgeable astronomer."  Or another says, "I have a doctor friend who is really a wonderful musician."  Are such doctors the ones that would be chosen for the agonizing loved one?  



One seeks out a doctor who has concentrated his learning in the knowledge of pathology, anatomy, and medicine. Above all, he must be able to put those sciences together rightly to bring healing to the sick. Whether he is a fine musician, or a noted astronomer is really not important to the cause of the sick one. The important question is, does he know diseases, drugs, and the human body? Whatever else the physician may know, the sick person cares not. 



What are the principle requirements for the minister of Christ? Does He need to study professional voice culture and be a great vocalist, or polish his musical talents, or build a bridge over a river? There are three main essentials for the man or woman of God. First, he or she must know God Himself, for He alone is the only remedy. Second, he or she must know the pathology of humans and the diseased patient. Third, he or she must know the healing medicine book, the Bible, which alone gives the instructions for the remedy of the disease of sin. Then, he or she must be able to put it all together rightly; Christ the Savior and the pathological sinner; the spiritual condition of the inward man and the remedy in the Bible, the book of pharmacology for the sick race of Adam. 



A man or woman of God is not produced by an easy course in some Bible School. God will use, among other things the school of life and the university of experience. There His students must learn to know about the hurts and diseases of life, more than the people to whom they minister. There, they must find the ways of health and healing. Then they can truthfully say, "I know this is His answer for your need." And finally they must have learned to keep the abiding, overshadowing presence of the Spirit of God, in their life. Then he will be able to bring the delivering, healing, saving power of the Word of God into the sin-sick one's dying need. 



Suppose a minister of the Gospel never had to struggle for the material blessings of life because affluent parents gave him or her all he wanted. Suppose that he or she had never been sick, in great need, hungry or ever thirsty. Suppose that such a person through political influence and a suave personality takes over the pastorate of a large church. Can such a person be able to counsel the sick widow whose husband just died, left no insurance and has several children under ten? How can such a person as that, glibly say to her, "Oh, my dear, God will take care of you, just trust Him, He will supply all your needs," and then smugly quote to her a verse from Matthew 6:32 that states, "Your heavenly Father knows that you have need of all these things. But seek first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you." Or quote the verse from Philippians 4:19 with states, "But my God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus."  



I know a certain young minister in Argentina. That man started life in deep poverty. When he got married, they enjoyed their honeymoon in a borrowed chicken coop. They slept on the dirt floor, with the chickens inside. They had an extremely hard road in their early life together. But they did not give in to bitterness, nor did they lose their faith in a loving Savior, though their lot was in extreme poverty and difficulties. They were quite ignorant as to high academics, and very little schooling was ever allowed to them, but he was called to serve God and knew it. They just went faithfully forward learning the lessons from life and from the daily personal applications of God's word to their personal life. 



Today they are well known ministers in Argentina. When he talks, people listen for they know where he is coming from. That man is both loved and respected by his people and his ministry is fruitful.



	WHERE IS GOD'S MAN OR WOMAN?

It is necessary for God to take a man or a woman into His hands to train. The messenger must always be higher than his message. If a person is going to talk to the people that live in the Judean hills, then he must learn to live in the high mountains of Lebanon. One cannot project in faith and knowledge a message that is higher than he or she is. So often, people go to church and come home empty, having heard a good sermon. The problem was, the sermon was higher than the person preaching. One must get up into the high mountain, and so his voice will carry over the valley.



It is rare for God to find a true messenger, one who will be sufficiently submitted and committed. The man or woman that will let God take him or her into His training school. God lamented to Isaiah saying, "Who will go for us,? Who can I send?" Isaiah 6:8 



God asked, "Who will go for us." There were schools of the prophets in the land of Judah, but most of them would not go for God but go for themselves. Such ones would not truly go for God and His glory. God implied that there are those who go about to build up a kingdom that is their own; who make a name, reputation, or a secure financial structure for themselves. They would not go for God and His interests only. All around can be seen those who are busily engaged in building programs, mission programs, political programs and charity programs. 



God's training is not done in a few quick lessons, or by some quick spiritual experience. It takes time to bring forth a man or a woman after God's heart such as was the heart of king David. There is no quick substitute for time and experience. God's man or woman may be a house servant, or a cleaning janitor, yet still be mighty in God. William Carey, the father of missions and a great light in India, was a shoe cobbler. He went to India and spent years cobbling shoes, but was later honored by the Indian government. It is the person who surrenders their life into the hands of the Savior that endures His plan of daily development. It is impatient humans that like to put young candidates in school for three years, give them a diploma and lo, now they have produced a man or woman of God.



The Moravians were a great people of God in their day. They were very careful who they allowed to minister unto them. First they had to be very knowledgeable in the Bible, even able to read it in Greek and Hebrew and be almost a walking concordance of the Bible before they could stand and minister. Along with that requirement, there was a long list of spiritual and natural qualifications. The leaders said that it was too easy and too dangerous to misguide an eternal soul. God requires more than the gift of personality and a head full of natural and material knowledge for those He sends forth as ambassadors into the World.





	GOD HAS A TIME TO BEGIN

Ezekiel 1:1 "It came to pass in the thirtieth year, in the fourth month, in the fifth day of the month." How specific these dates are. There are definitely times and seasons in the life of a child of God. There is a time when God takes over the training of His children. After the servant has done the best they can, then comes a time when God openly takes over through the Spirit of divine wisdom and revelation. That is the time to surrender to Him the right to take over. Some of that training will not be pleasant, but it will be necessary. 



God will choose a specific time, and place to come and open the doors of revelation and show what He has done, is doing and will yet do. There must be a date, a specific time, that can be looked back upon where God offered to enlist His servant in His school and who has in turn surrendered their will unto Him for His great purpose. This is the time when the trainee says; "God, I am in your hands, do as you will. I love You enough, I trust You enough and I understand You are wise enough to fulfill your divine revelation to me. You are the potter, I will be pliable clay." 



In the book of Joni, the lovely young quadriplegic, yet beautiful young woman that has ministered to thousands, she refers to a certain day and specific hour, when God took over. She thought He had destroyed her, but she knows now that she would never have what she has today had it been otherwise. It was a door that opened up a ministry to thousands of people. 



There must be absolute confidence in His love, His wisdom, and His ways, that when He leads into the difficult parts of training, there will be neither fear nor a retiring from His school. When a young person determines to become a champion he must sacrifice everything in his life to that one goal. Those young hopefuls have to put their lives into the hands of a trainer they can trust. That one works and works with them over and over, laying down strict conditions for their life, saying, "You can't do this or that, you can't go out, you can't have fun, you must do only what I order you to do." It is only as they come back with a gold medal, that they are quite rewarded.



God works to bring forth specific servants for specific tasks. Therefore, strict obedience must be given to the Instructor who alone can perfect His servants. Isaiah, as well as other prophets told of the specific time and place where revelation from God came into their lives. There must come that specific point in a life where God reveals His love, His power and His wisdom. It is a time when the disciple says, "Alright God, you take over and make of me what your will and purpose desires." 



God comes to meet us out of eternity into our world of time and chooses the season for His workings in our affairs. If one tries to postpone His time it is only to miss His time; as He retires back into eternity. If one through disobedience is in the wrong place for that meeting, the moment may lost, and He may never come again. 



	CHAPTER 2



LIVE BY THE RIVER

Ezekiel 1:1, "Now it came to pass in the thirtieth year, in the fourth month, in the fifth day of the month, as I was among the captives by the river of Chebar, that the heavens were opened and I saw visions of God."



	Ezekiel was a slave who was captured by the Babylonians when they destroyed Jerusalem. All captives became slaves to work in the hardest meanest work for their captors. Many large ancient cities were built by slave labor. A least two cities were built in Egypt by the Jewish slaves before the Exodus. 



	Ezekiel, one of the captured young Israelites, was a despised Jewish slave. Whether Ezekiel's dwelling was on the river with the other slaves, or whether he was there temporarily working by the river on one of the king's project, is not known. But he calls himself a slave among the captives by the River of Chebar. The location of the river Chebar today is not known, but it was probably one of the canals or streams near the Euphrates.



	By a river is a good place to be, in a dry and hot country like the Chaldean plains where Babylon was located. Babylon was located on the Euphrates river, in the land that later came under the rule of the Persians. Rivers are the source of life to a city or a town built upon its watered banks. Builders of cities all over the world seek out a likely place on the banks of a river. The river provided transportation, communication, protection and water for their land and livestock. The river also gave them their most necessary elements of life. It is not the lot of most slaves to live by a river. 



MEET HIM AT THE WATERS

	That Ezekiel's experience with God begins by the river is very significant. For rivers signify the poured out blessings of life and grace. John, the beloved, saw the rivers of God flowing out from the throne of God giving life to the new Jerusalem. Ezekiel also was given a vision of the river of grace and blessing flowing out from under the threshold of the house. The river of God is a type of the Spirit of God poured out upon the earth, therefore, throughout the Bible a river has a spiritual significance. Few are those that build their city in the desert.



	When Eliezer, Abraham's servant, seeking a bride for Isaac, arrived at the town where Laban dwelt, he went to the well of the town; for there all the young ladies went to fetch water. He went to find those who would gather at the well for their daily needs of water. It was there that he found Rebekah who went to the well every day to get water. That is where God chose to meet with her and take her into her life's destiny. Many times in Scripture spiritual episodes in people's lives took place by a river, or a well, or a brook. That is to say the water symbolized the presence of the Spirit of God. 



	Ezekiel probably was not by the river just that one day; for his manner of speaking of it indicates that he was there dwelling among the captives for some time. He was there by the river waiting and ready for God, although he was not consciously expecting God to come to him there. However, the fact that God did come to him there, plainly manifests that he would be seeking God daily. By the river also shows that there was a daily flow of divine life in his soul, like there is a flow to a river. Therefore, it is not at all strange that the river Chebar was the place that God chose to meet with him. Ezekiel was in the right place at the right time and with the right spirit waiting upon His God not withstanding his status and condition as a slave. I remember the night I was baptized in the Holy Spirit, as it happened to be the same night a world famous violinist came to our small home town. I had to make a difficult choice because such an opportunity was once in a life time. I finally decided to go to church instead and it turned out to be the right time and the right place to be.



	The river speaks of the abundant flow of divine life out from the throne of God. Meeting God by the river is the lot of the man who waits upon the God Who is the only source of living water. God has met with many people by the water.  It was at a well, that Rebekah was found by Eliezer, the type of the Holy Spirit. It was at the well of Sychar where Jesus met the Samaritan woman. It was the river Chebar where Ezekiel was found waiting, when God came to meet with him. It was the river Jordan where Joshua met the Captain of the Lord's Hosts and later Jesus was baptized by John when the Father spoke from Heaven and the Holy Spirit descended upon Him. 



	Eliezer, Abraham's servant did not go to the gates of the city, but to the well. Christ did not go to the village of the adulteress woman of Samaria but met her by the well. The vision did not come to Ezekiel as he was resting in his slave lodging; but came to him by the river. 



	There are those who even in time of persecution and the pain of bitter slavery, still manage to live by the river of God. There, in the flow of the divine waters of life, they find their daily renewing and refreshing. Such ones will not live without water. Be it a river of the streams of God, or a well that taps into the underground streams, they will find water. 



	God gave to the children of Israel a stream of water from the rock that followed them throughout their forty years of desert wanderings. 1Corinthians 10:4 "They did all drink the same spiritual drink: for they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them: and that Rock was Christ."  God Himself is the source of that River of life that flows from the throne of God, bringing life to the thirsty in the deserts of this world. 



PLANTED BY THE RIVERS

God caused Joseph to prosper, even in the time of his slavery. That is the blessing of God upon those who have learned to nourish their souls by living by the river of God. The Lord prospered Joseph even in prison, because his soul was planted by the water. It does not suffice to occasionally take a journey to get a drink from God's river. God has provided a river that flows every day. At this Divine river, God has made a place, where a man or woman can meet with their God. Blessed are those who determine to dwell by the river and have decided that they shall not live in the dry places. 



Joshua 1:5-9 "No man shall be able to stand before you all the days of your life; as I was with Moses, so I will be with you. I will not leave you nor forsake you. Be strong and of good courage, for to this people you shall divide as an inheritance the land which I swore to their fathers to give them. Only be strong and very courageous, that you may observe to do according to all the law which Moses My servant commanded you; do not turn from it to the right hand or to the left, that you may prosper wherever you go. This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success. Have I not commanded you? Be strong and of good courage; do not be afraid, nor be dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go." 



	These words were given to Joshua on the banks of the river of Jordan. Not while wandering in the desert; nor at the base of Mount Sinai. God met with Joshua and spoke these tremendous words of faith and promise to him on the banks of the river Jordan. He was told that he would prosper wherever he would go. God promised to be with him and would prosper him, fulfilling the same promise given to the Psalmist in Psalm 1:1-3 "Blessed is the man that walks not in the council of the ungodly, nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of the scornful; But his delight is in the law of the Lord and in His law he does meditate day and night. He shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water bringing forth his fruit in his season. His leaf also shall not whither and whatsoever he does shall prosper."



	Some people seem to be always blessed and caused to prosper in the things of God. Those are the ones who have chosen to live by the river. God meets with them and blesses them and gives them faith and promises while other are always eking out a living in the dry places. God desires to prosper his children even as their soul prospers. He will meet with the person living by the river who delights and meditates in God. Those, God will plant by the river of water and when drought comes to the rest of the land, they will not even know it is a time of drought. They will be the planting that will bring forth fruit in their season. Things that live beside a river will always be well watered and remain in good condition. "There is a river, whose streams make glad the city of God..." Psalm 46:4a.



	Rivers are always a delight to the soul; just to sit by their side and listen to their music brings peace. At the brook Jabbok God met with Jacob as he sought for help alone by those waters. After that glorious meeting with God, Jacob called that place Peniel, for he said, "here I have met God face to face." 



RIVER OF GOD

Rivers speak of an abundance of water flowing determinedly on their way to their appointed destiny. The great Niagara displays its immense beauty and mighty power as it plunges over the stony cliff many feet below. The mighty power of that cataract created by the plethora of water that thunders downwards is truly awesome. It is a river that drains a third of a continent and flows through the great lakes. It flows both day and night in a sheer volume of water that is beyond comprehension. 



	The source of that mighty current is so vast that it runs full volume the day and is not shut off at night in order to save up water for the display for sight-seers of the next day. It needs not to save the drips and the drops with careful concern as a good housekeeper monitors the faucets at home. But it speeds on profligately hour after hour daily, monthly and yearly for long millenniums.



	And so is the river of grace and life that flows out from the throne of God. So boundless so continuous and so immense its flow, that all the people of the world could drink of it daily and not affect its measureless supply. Such an abundant supply of this never failing volume of grace and mercy is stupendous and eternal; a ceaseless out-flowing of the Spirit of God into this world of death and woe. It is a river that began in the very heart of God, and found its outlet into this planet on the Cross of Jesus where out from His pierced heart there flowed forth both blood and water. 



	One of the reasons God puts his servants in a place where they are overwhelmed by the waves and billows, is because He wants to put them in a place where their strength fails. This way they will turn to God. When Jonah turned to God, the whale got sick. God does not put you in a place so you will fail, but so that you will learn to take strength from Him. 



	God never intended for His people to live in the dry places, like conies in the rocks. He would put a cry in the hearts of His children who would express, "Cause me to come to Your river, oh Lord." God wants those who love Him to prosper and not even be aware when a drought is in the land.



	Revelation 22:1 "He showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb. In the midst of the street of it and on either side of the river, was a the tree of life, which bare twelve manner of fruits and yielded her fruit every month: the leaves of it were for the healing of the nations."



	CHAPTER 3



	I SAW VISIONS OF GOD

Ezekiel 1:1 "The heavens were opened and I saw visions of God."  



God must open the heavens by His own gracious will before there can be any real understanding of heavenly truths. True visions of heavenly things do not lie in the powers of the human mind or natural intellect to produce. Divine things can only be seen by the enlightened eyes of a spiritual man. 1Corinthians 2:14 "But the natural man receives not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned."



	There are natural visions that pertain to life in this world. Many people visualize things that pertain to their own earthly life. They will visualize some great accomplishments in their chosen field of endeavor. Some may have a vision of grandeur while others have visions of becoming famous and enjoying the adulation and benefits that this fame would bring them. They are willing even to put forth the effort necessary to fulfill their vision. But there are also those to whom the heavens have been opened and they have been given visions of God.



	WHO IS GOD

	The one thing above all others that a man or woman of God must have is a vision of God Himself; the Almighty, the invisible, all powerful, creator, redeeming and soul saving God. He cannot be seen or known by casual observation, for His works are done unseen by human eyes. His mighty voice remains outside the audio range of human ears. Science has no knowledge of God. Reasoning, logic and rationalization have never found God. The student of nature will gladly admit they are entranced with His handiwork and impressed with His powers, but Him they have not seen.



	Would someone ask a person, who has not been given a vision of God, to tell them about the God they have never seen in vision? If so, each individual would give a different answer, for God is far above description and words cannot attain unto His Person.



	Who is God; what is He like, what is His substance, His nature, His attributes?  Alas, without a vision from heaven, the answer to these questions are not known. When the vision is conceded by grace still the answer can only partial and attempted in beggarly metaphors and ill fitting figures.

In Proverbs 30 and verse 4 it states, "Who has ascended up into heaven, or descended? Who has gathered the wind in His fists? Who has bound the waters in a garment? Who has established all the ends of the earth? What is His name and what is His Son's name, if you can tell?"  



	Some people are so comfortable in their ignorance of God, that they much prefer to try to convince themselves that there is no God; save the capricious and unbelievable god of chance. If it could be proved to them that God existed in reality it would destroy their theories and ravage their peace of mind.



	Other people fabricate for themselves a god out of borrowed ideas. Ideas taken from experiences they have had and from friends and acquaintances with whom they have talked. These gods they fabricate because of their own interior needs and urges to worship something. Therefore, they possess a very human and earthly concept of God. They comfortably make their own god according to their own desires and mentality. 



	Atheists proudly pontificate that nature designed this or that part of the earth about them. Inadvertently they recognize a delightful Designer and call Him by the name of Nature. Some see the magnificent Mathematician and spend countless hours reveling at His slate. Then there are others who see nothing divine at all, so install their own ego in His place. The bush native, or ignorant heathen has made for himself gods that are cruel and vengeful who are conceived and invented from the realities of their own cruel and evil nature. They then carve his image out of available materials, as faithfully to those concepts as their artistic ability will allow. However, the true and Living God can never be known by man until the Holy Spirit in much grace opens the heavens and concedes the vision of God. No man whose mind is earth bound can ever know or ascertain unto that vision of the nature and glory of the One and only true, Living God and Father of all. He exists far beyond human powers of imagination and nothing in nature or the environment of man can or will define Him, or answer to His likeness.



	There was a young lady named Annie for whom the heavens were opened and she saw visions of God and therefore her concepts of God were markedly different from most young people her age. She saw Him in His most tender love and lovely beauty so loveable and attractive; but she also saw Him in His terrible wrath against evil and the agents of evil. For her, the heavens were opened and the heavenly beings were seen. She was privileged to see angels and cherubim as they rejoiced in the presence of God. 



	Visions of God will unquestionably create an immense change within a human vessel. For the spirituals and heavenlies become indisputable treasures of realities while the things of earth become transient and of insignificant value. Paul had a vision of God, and that vision was so impressive and so motivating that it captured his whole life. From that day onward his life was surrendered and dedicated to that heavenly visitor. 



	A woman in California, read Annie's account of some of her visions of God and could not believe them, they frightened her, because those visions destroyed her own small self-conceived concepts of God. The sons of Adam have fallen so far away from God that there remains no true idea at all of Who He is, or the magnificence of His nature. Only if the heavens are opened and revelation from heaven given, can man ever know their Creator in truth.  



	John relates of his vision of God in Revelation chapter 4 and verse 3, "And behold a throne was set in heaven and One sat upon the throne. And He that sat was to look upon like a jasper and a sardine stone." Jasper in New Testament days, was believed to have the power to pull out the poison of serpents. The sardine stone was totally transparent, with no flaws. That was the vision of God given to John the beloved. In figures and symbols John was shown the purity and holiness of God through the sardine stone. And by the Jasper he was given to know His power and ability to pull out or destroy the poison of sin that the satanic serpent had injected into man on earth. 



	ANOTHER GOD

	Some people have conceived for themselves another god. A concept of a god that so loving and kind, that neither cruelty nor vice, wickedness nor rebellion, would ever be dealt with in judgment. Such a deity leads them into lawlessness without fear of consequences or a disturbed conscience. Holiness is ignored by them and considered as insignificant and unimportant. Such a concept of deity would make God's love unholy love; love that would violate justice, righteousness and God's own high laws, in order to fulfill its love-desires in the object loved. A deceitful concept that renders the cross completely unnecessary. And makes righteousness a thing to be profaned and relegated to the those they call bigoted fanatics, who still dare to glory in the cross and are defined unto holiness.



	THE VISION ENABLES

	It is difficult to let go of an erroneous concept of God. Therefore, no one can come into any real relationship with God unless the heavens are opened to him and there is given him a vision of God. That is why Ezekiel's prophetic life did not begin until after the revelation of God in the heavenlies and of the true and living King of Heaven. It was that vision that lifted the slave out of his slavery and propelled him into the place of a great prophet in Israel.  



	God is so infinite that no two people will have identical visions of God. There will be much that is the same yet at the same time much that is different. John Wesley saw God in His tremendous, all-embracing love for humanity that brought the eternal Son down to a vicarious cross. As a result of that vision he preached the gospel to everybody he could reach in his land. Whitfield, a contemporary of Wesley, was given to see in his vision, God in His majestic, Holy, Sovereign love over the individual that grace had chosen and elected for salvation. These two visions seemed so different one from the other that they could not bring them together in harmony at first and it became a wall between them, even though they were close friends. Later on in life they were able to understand and discover that they were both right. They said in effect, I can't give my vision up, but I can now accept yours too as true.



	We have a revelation of God in Genesis given to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. In Exodus, God is seen by the vision of Himself and the heavenlies as given to Moses. Many others throughout the Bible write of their visions of God. None of them negating the former visions but each of them enlarging and enlarging those given before. The revelation of God that Isaiah had, was not the same as Ezekiel's. But every vision was a further unfolding of the mystery of God and the heavenly kingdom. 



 	God would give to each one a revelation of Himself that is distinctly their own. But they must also be large minded enough to accept the fact that another's vision is true also. Moses saw Him as a fire, but righteous, holy, a powerful deliverer and a mighty man of war. David saw Him as a God of beauty, mercy and delivering power. Isaiah saw Him as king of the universe, glorious and holy. John saw Him as the Lamb slain on the altar of sacrifice and as a Lion in majesty and power.



 	The visions of God will bring a holy and healthy fear of almighty God. It will impinge upon the spirit an indelible concept of the immensity and magnificence of heaven's Majesty, the Lord of Hosts. Spiritual life cannot develop without the visions of God that will engender both a great love and a fear of God in the heart. 

	A certain young man had a great inexplicable desire to have a vision of the holiness of God. He could not define his passionate desire save to see the divine holiness. It became an obsession for which he cried out daily for this revelation. One night, after about six months of this consuming desire he went home from church, entered into a closet wept before God with that same great desire in his heart. Suddenly there came into his consciousness the most horrible and awesome feeling. It was like looking into a huge pit of violent a volcano full of fiery active forces of awful frightening purity and he felt as if he was about to fall into it. 



	There was no voice, no word, just a tiny instant peek into His holiness and he could neither endure it, nor tolerate that awful revelation. Sleep was far from his eyes that night. He had anticipated some sort of a bright light or something similar that would pass by. But it was something impossible to describe and terrible to experience. It was not pleasant at all, but it left a fear of God and His holiness, that remained for many years with him. 



	VISIONS OF VARIOUS KINDS

   	Visions of God can be received in various ways. They are not all received in trances. They are not all caught away as was Paul into the third heaven. But they are all revelation of God given by the Holy Spirit that will flood the spirit, soul and mind with new and higher levels of understanding. Thereby giving the comprehension necessary to open the soul to the mysteries of God. 



 	The vision of God in His holiness that came to some of His children as His Holy Spirit was poured out in the revivals in Argentina; left understandings and impressions of His infinite holiness that will never be forgotten. In the words of Isaiah, concerning his vision, the voice of the Seraphim crying holy, holy, holy, 'caused the posts of his doors to tremble and fill his house with the smoke' of the fire of holiness. It left behind an understanding of the awful fate in those fires of all things that are unclean in His sight. 



	There is a scheduled time in heaven for revelations to be given to men. But those times are not known on earth. That is why a daily time to seek God is so important. What if Daniel had grown discouraged and left the river bank of prayer on the 20th day. God came to him on the 21st day. What if Rebekah had capriciously stayed home that day instead of going to the well of water for the family. God will not give warning ahead of time of the date of His visitation, therefore, each day requires a time by the banks of the river.



	ETERNAL LIFE IS KNOWING GOD

 	In John chapter 17 and verse 3 it states, "This is life eternal, that you might know God, the only true God, and Jesus Christ Whom He hath sent." Jesus defined eternal life by identifying it with the knowledge of God and His Son Jesus. Again, in Matthew 11 and verse 27 Jesus said, "No man knows the Father save the Son and he to whomsoever the Son will reveal Him."  



	Eternal life depends upon knowing God and knowing God depends upon revelation given of Him by Jesus. So again the only entrance into eternal life is having the heavens opened and having visions of God through the spirit of wisdom and revelation.  



 	Paul prayed for the church in Ephesus saying, "That the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him: the eyes of your understanding being enlightened. Ephesians 1:17  



	Paul well knew that eternal life required revelation in the knowledge of God. that is why Paul said of himself in Philippians chapter 3 and verses 8,10: "I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Jesus Christ.... That I might know Him."



 	Jesus again said in Matthew chapter 7 and verses 22, 23: "Many will say to me in that day, 'Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name? and in Your name have cast out devils? and in Your name done many wonderful works?' Then I will say unto them, 'I never knew you: depart from me, workers of iniquity.'"



 	Many people have studied the Scriptures and know its many precious promises, but they still do not know God. Know is a very high and intimate word as used in the scriptures. Without that revealed knowledge of Him that enlightens the eyes of the understanding, it is impossible to ever truly know Him. To truly witness God without the revelation of Him would be like the blind man describing the beauty of a sunset to another blind man. 



 	The people who have had a true revelation of God will be the ones to tell others, at least in part, what they know of Him, because the vision is really just too big to tell it all. They will be able at least to witness in truth of Him and there will be a glory that will confirm their testimony. 



	This vision did not come to Ezekiel at the end of his development, but at the beginning. In Luke chapter 11 and verse 9 Jesus said, "Seek and you shall find, knock and it shall be opened." The heavens will be opened to those who seek His face and who will daily wait at His gates and knock at His doors. God does not send forth His spirit of revelation lightly, nor cheaply. He chose only three of His disciples to accompany Him up the Mount of Trans-figura-tion to behold His glory. The glory of that vision so remained upon them that it was their topic of conversation many years afterwards. 



Proverbs 8:34 states: "Blessed is the man that hears me, watching daily at My gates, waiting at the posts of My doors."  



Isaiah 57:15 states: "For thus says the High and Lofty One Who inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy: "I dwell in the high and holy place, with him who has a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble and to revive the heart of the contrite ones." 



	The Almighty dwells in a high and holy place. So high that no man can ever hope to scale those heights. Who then can come and approach Him. Ah yes, the prophet also wrote that God would condescend and come to the contrite and humble spirit. There and there only can man ever find a place of meeting. There in defeat and in slavery by the river of God can the vision be received.  







	CHAPTER 4



	HE SPOKE TO ME

Ezekiel 1:2,3: "In the fifth day of the month, which was the fifth year of King Jehoiachin's captivity, the Word of the Lord came expressly unto Ezekiel, the priest, and the son of Buzi, in the land of the Chaldeans by the river Chebar; and the hand of the Lord was there upon him."



	The written word of God in the scriptures is the word God spoke in times past to various prophets and men of God. The Holy Spirit inspired them to be recorded for the benefit of all believers who will read them. However, there are specific times that God sovereignly continues to speak a decree or commission to an individual. He may speak that word in various manners and even through the scriptures; God could speak through a minister, or through dreams, or through visions, or in other manners. He speaks to give direction, encouragement, correction, information, or specific instruction. 



Ezekiel heard God actually speaking to him in the spirit of revelation that called him into the office ministry of a prophet. That spoken word opened his whole being to the hidden mysteries of God. 



	There is a particular calling from the Lord that is expressly designed for a specific person. When the Lord spoke to certain individuals, He would tell them what they were appointed to do and be as well as mention for what purpose they were created. This divine calling is necessary if a person is going to effectively serve God in his divinely appointed place in life. Anyone that tries to serve God without that specific directive from God in his life will find it hard indeed to be an acceptable servant. Whether people serve in a ministry of helps or a governing office ministry, that individual will be much more effective if he or she had a prior word from God.

 

	The governing office ministries listed in the old testament are, Prophet, Priest and King. These three are the governing office ministries of Christ. He is King of Kings, the Prophet like unto Moses and the Priest after the order of Melchizedek. 



	In the New Testament there are listed in divine order the three governing office ministries that correspond to those same three in the old Testament. First Apostle, secondarily Prophet, and thirdly Teacher. These are the three offices of Christ in His church. The Apostolic ministry equates with the Kingly ministry. The prophet carries over unchanged as the prophetic ministry. The priestly ministry corresponds to the teacher because the Priests were the teachers that taught the people the law and commandments of God.



In 1Corinthians chapter12 and verse 28 it states: "And God has set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healing, helps, governments, diversities of tongues." 



	There are also many other ministries given by the Holy Spirit that are helping ministries. However, they are not office or governing ministries. These ministries are helps, miracles, tongues etc. There are administrations, gifts, and operations of the Holy Spirit and these all are very diversified. The Holy Spirit distributes these gifts, according to His own will. There is a place for everyone in the church. 



A certain man said he did not feel he was called to preach, but that he was to go and minister healing to people. That can quite well be a true statement. Some people are given a ministry of praying for the sick. A certain successful business man in New York city, had a very wonderful ministry of miracles, healing, and prophesy. However, he kept fully active in his business and never felt that God wanted him to preach or enter into the ministry in any other way. Even so, his ministry was very sought after among the churches in that area. Hardly a week end went by that he was not effectively ministering and exercising his gift in one or another church in the area. 



	Charles Spurgeon, the "Prince of Preachers" wrote; "We have made a mistake in separating the secular from the spiritual. We should consider it to be as much God's business to sell a bolt of cloth over the counter as it is to preach a sermon over the pulpit."



	RHEMA

	The Word expressly spoken to Ezekiel is equivalent to the word 'Rhema' in the new testament. 'Rhema' in Greek, means a word from God that is spoken. It is a word that can only come as spoken by a living voice. It can come in the form of an order, a decree, a divine fiat, directly from God and be very specific. The word 'Rhema' is a very limited word, as it must be spoken by a living voice; it cannot be a picture, a demonstration, a writing etc. The Greek words 'Logos' and 'Rhema' are both translated in some versions of the Bible as being the same word. However, they are vastly different words in their meaning. 'Logos' has a very broad meaning. It includes information given or expressed by any means or forms of manifestation. 



	Christ is called the Word of God, the 'Logos' of God, but He is not called the 'Rhema'. Because not only his mouth but every and all of His words, and works and life were expressing God. He said "You have seen me you have seen the Father." The whole of scripture and all expressions of created nature would be covered by the word 'Logos'. 



In John chapter 14 and verse 9 it states, "Jesus said unto him, Have I been so long time with you, and yet you have not known me, Philip? He that has seen Me has seen the Father; and how is it you say then, 'Show us the Father'"?  



 	I was called to the ministry by a 'Rhema' from God long before I was ready for the ministry. Later, after several years of pastoring churches, I had a great desire to go to the mission field, but I knew that I needed to have a specific word from God giving to me such an order or else I would be out of the will of God doing my own will and would fail. I sought God for a 'Rhema' concerning this desire. After many months there came the day when God spoke a 'Rhema' word and gave me the directive for the mission field. I was no longer going on the basis of personal desire but was sent there by the orders of the Holy Spirit. 



	EYES AND EARS OPEN

	Ezekiel's eyes were opened into the heavenlies before his ears were open to hear the voice of God. God will not give a person the 'Rhema' commission and call until first there is given the visions or revelations of God's glory, His power and His very nature. Faith will then be large enough to fulfill the call. So again, after the vision, the ears can be opened to hear the voice of God.



	Many people do not get a 'Rhema' of God, even though they may truly say they have heard from God. That is because in the broadness of the meaning of 'Logos' they are quite able to hear from God and it is precious indeed. God often speaks to His children; through the written word, as in so many other ways. 



	Jesus talked to Pilate, and said some very great truths to him, which he received not. However, the scriptures also say that Jesus did not answered Pilate, or spoke not a 'Rhema' word, that is. Pilate was not given a 'Rhema' from God. No divine fiat from the throne of God was ever spoken to Him by Jesus. Whatever the reason the Bible specifically states that no 'Rhema' was ever spoken to Pilate. 



	In order to get a 'Rhema', the heavens must first be opened, then the ears must be opened to the divine voice. In Psalm chapter 40 and verse 6 the Psalmist wrote concerning Jesus, "Sacrifice and offering You did not desire; my ears You have opened: burnt offering and sin offering You have not required."  



	The opening of the ears to hear His voice has a lot to do with the depth of surrender to His will. Jesus said to His disciples in the boat; "Is your heart still hardened, having ears to hear you hear not." A hard, un-surrendered heart will keep the ears fast closed to the voice of God. In Mark chapter 8 and verses 17 and 18 it states; "Why do you reason because you have no bread? Do you not yet perceive nor understand? Is your heart still hardened? Having eyes, do you not see? And having ears, do you not hear? And do you not remember?" 



	God gave to Isaiah a vision of the heavenlies. First came the vision of the Lord high and lifted up and seated on His throne. Then his ears were opened and He heard the Seraphim, and later still in the vision he heard the 'Rhema' voice of God charging him with a mission. This can be found in Isaiah chapter 6 and verses 1 to 3, "In the year that king Uzziah died I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and his train filled the temple. Above it stood the seraphim: each one had six wings; with two he covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two he did fly. And one cried unto another, and said, 'Holy, holy, holy, is the LORD of hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory.'"  



	SERVING GOD NOW

	Ezekiel, as a priest, served God in his difficult situation as a slave the best he could. And it was there in that state of slavery that further light and direction from God came to him. He served God without self-pity, bitterness or rebellion. He was as a light in dark place. He trusted the divine wisdom that had placed him there and waited on God, which is the closest way to the next step of the revelation of God in a life. At that time he was not specifically in the 'ministry', yet He was born into the priesthood. However, he still had enough faith in his life to trust and wait by the river to receive further revelation from God.

	





	EZEKIEL 5



	THE HAND OF THE LORD

Ezekiel 1:3 "The hand of the Lord was there upon me."

2Kings 3:15  "And Elisha said..... 'now bring me a minstrel' and it came to pass, when the minstrel played, that the hand of the Lord came upon him." 



	The Lord had taken Ezekiel in hand, in other words. God Himself takes into His mighty hands the task of preparing and developing Ezekiel's life and ministry. The capricious hands of chance, or the hurtful hands of devils or the evil will of his enemies would not be allowed to work out the development of this prophet that God determined to make.



	Chance or happenstance will not rule in one who has truly surrendered his life into the hands of God. Such a life is taken into the hands of infinite love and absolute wisdom that in turn are governed by the eternal will of God Himself. As a master Potter He takes the clay and forms it into the acceptable vessel of his choice. For such ones who are surrendered in love, every part of their lives is under total control.



In Romans chapter 8 and verse 28 it states: "We know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose."  



THE POTTER'S HOUSE

 	God sent Jeremiah, the prophet to the Potters house that he might watch the potter work on the clay. God wanted to show Jeremiah how He would work with His own people. Regardless of the circumstances, procedures or process that the clay was put through, it all was ordered and completely controlled by the Potter. The mind of the clay was never consulted. The clay remained totally subject to the will of the Potter. 



	Sometimes they were caressing hands that gently pressed upon the clay as it was being molded upon the wheel, at other times strong pounding kneading hands sought to purify and soften and make pliable the clay. Nevertheless, always it was the same skillful hands of the Potter at work. 



	 If the potter set the clay aside into the dreary emptiness of waiting for a while as it dried and cured, or if he placed it into the burning heat of the hot kiln to bake and make durable, it was ever the will and wisdom of the Potter at work. 



	All of the necessary procedures were preplanned and carried out according to the intention in the mind of the Potter. He knew the perfect means and method needed to bring forth the finished vessel that he had determined to make. 



	If the process found the clay was too hard to mold or had some foreign substance still hidden within and it broke in the potters hand, it was not scrapped and thrown on the rubbish pile. The potter simply returned the same clay to an earlier stage of the process and worked until it was made ready for another turn on the Potter's wheel. There the potter made it into another vessel. Through the skilled working of a potter, God showed Jeremiah what it meant for the hand of the Lord to be upon a man or a people. 



NO SELF MADE PROPHETS

	No one can make himself into a man of God by his own will or endeavors. Regardless of how good are the intentions or how strenuously one might work upon himself it is totally impossible. Though people study ever so diligently and though they may fill their life with all manner of good works, they still cannot succeed in transforming themselves into men or women of God. It would be as impossible as for an ant to transform itself into a butterfly. Only if and when the creating, all powerful hands of the all wise Potter takes the person into His own prophet-factory can a man of clay, a son of Adam, ever become a vessel of honor in the house of the King. 



	There are many who stand in the place of a man of God and proclaim their religious wares unto the people. But they are only counterfeit products from the workshops of men. Universities, Seminaries, easy special courses, some quite brief and cheap, claim to have the ability to bring forth men of God adequately prepared for the ministry. However, unless the creative hand of God comes upon a person of His choice and takes over the task of making a man or woman of God, they shall never become one. 



	The heavenly preparation accomplished by the hand of God is as necessary as to have the heavenly vision. For it is Christ and Christ alone that gives the various ministries unto the Church. Man is not given that privilege nor the power to fulfill that divine work. Ministry is the gift of Christ to His church. He alone is able to fashion such a gift by His own hands on the clay of His potter's wheel, for only the Hand of God, that works in infinite wisdom and holy love, is sufficient to prepare the prophetic vessel. 



 	The tremendous needs and challenges of the battle of life can only be met and turned into victory by those who have the hand of the Lord abiding upon them. The church can only wait and pray until someone somewhere arises upon whom the hand of the Lord has come and remained upon until the process is completed. Then and only then, can that person be given by Christ to His church. That person will be one who has been taken captive in the chains of slavery unto Christ and upon whom His hands abide upon and have become vessels fit for the Master's use. In Matthew chapter 9 and verse 38 it states: " Pray therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth laborers into his harvest.  



GOD IS NOT IN A HURRY

 	The church in captivity in Egypt had to wait 80 years more until God was able to prepare Moses. Forty years he was in the school of Egypt, and forty years in the Potter's house of the wilderness. Then he was sent forth with the hand of God still upon him. When all was ready, God gave Moses to Israel as a gift of mercy and love to bring them out of slavery and misery. It took a Moses to lead them out of Egypt and make a nation out of former slaves; a nation who would be governed by the Law of their God. 



		The kingdom of Israel had to wait twelve years for their glorious and victorious king David to come and sit upon the throne in Jerusalem. God took a young shepherd from the lonely hill pastures of Judah and put His hand upon him in infinite wisdom, so that with many kneading blows of difficulty and hot kilns of adversity, He could bring forth a 'man of God' after His own heart to be a true shepherd to His chosen people Israel. 



	Heathen nations of the world had to wait for nearly twenty years after Pentecost for a man named Paul of Tarsus to be prepared by the hand of God. Even after the church began at Pentecost it could not rush forth and multiply itself in the heathen world until God had finished His work in the life of Paul. The gentile church, which was still locked in heathendom, was given by Christ the gift of Paul as a seasoned 'man of God'. Christ's hand was ever upon Paul, from his preparation in the Scriptures, to his encounter on the road to Damascus, as well as through the wilderness of Arabia and all his journeys after that. 



	Many a nation, many a field, and many a church has had to wait until God could produce His man to give to them. The glorious history of the church is not a history of people or nations, but a history of men of God. These were men whom He took captive and planted them by His river and there with His Potter's hand upon them made them a ministering gift to those people. Africa waited in gross darkness for Livingston; Burma's night lasted until the morning that Adoniram Judson was given to them. India groaned in chains of idol-misery, waiting for William Cary, the cobbler, to be the gift of Christ to them. Europe waited dark centuries for Martin Luther. England, that bloody much battled Isle, suffered in ever deepening debauchery as they waited for John Wesley. Argentina shivered in sorrow until Alan Gardner was sent to sail into their southern-most harbor. The new awakening in America waited for George Whitfield to set its course and give it orientation into its future. 



 	Such gifts of Christ to His church are gifts of His workmanship and precious indeed to a church, people or nation. But they are not common nor profusely given amongst the people. Such ones take years to produce, and they must be of the right material and be able to stand the pounding, the molding and the fires of the process that the hand of God and infinite wisdom must fulfill to form such a vessel.



 	There are many useful mugs of clay that went through some kneading, some molding on the wheel and once in the fires of the kiln and came forth to be much used vessels in the household. The humble mug is a household stay in many a home and makes up in usefulness its lack of brilliant luster and fragile beauty.  



	However, there are china vases or tea sets that are prized for their beauty and even extremely costly, which are objects of special clay that can only be made by the hands of the master potters. Such prized works are hand painted by artists taught in special schools . They paint with brushes at times so delicate that they are composed of only one hair. These artist also work very slowly and must not rush their work. These vessels are then baked in a fiery kiln lasting twenty four hours, with temperatures of nearly two thousand degrees not once, but five times throughout the process of perfecting. They are put in the fiery kiln, once for the clay, once for the glossy glaze, once for the painted picture, once for the handles and once for the gold trim. Ah, but such items are sold at a great price and become priceless gifts.  



 	These prize gifts of beauty are the work of the Master Potter, Who uses specially chosen clay. He works without rush or great commotion. From His wheel and His table come a work of Art, a gift fit for a nation or a King. The people wait while behind closed doors marked, 'keep out, Artist at work' the master Potter prepares His gifts for His Church. In Ephesians chapter 4 and verse 11 it states: "And He Himself gave some to be apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists, and some, pastors and teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ."



BY MY SPIRIT

In Judges chapter 6 and verse 34 it states: "the Spirit of the Lord came upon Gideon, and he blew a trumpet..."



In 1Samuel chapter 10 and verse 6 it states: "And the Spirit of the Lord will come upon you, and you shall prophesy with them, and shall be turned into another man." 



In 1Samuel chapter 16 and verse 13 it states: "Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the midst of his brethren; the Spirit of the Lord came upon David from that day forward."



In Acts chapter 2 and verse 3,4 it states: "And there appeared unto them cloven tongues as of fire and it sat upon each of them, and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost…"



	Each of these Scriptures speaks of the Holy Spirit coming from above, not of the filling from within, changing an ordinary individual into a prophet, a person of faith or an anointed person.  



	The Spirit of God came upon them like tongues of fire. I have a little tract that comes out of England about a Scotch lassie entitled, "She was only 21".  She was filled with the Spirit at 15 and died at 21 years of age. However, in that short lifetime there was a powerful manifestation of the Spirit of God and she was used to transform men, women, churches and her ministry reached all the way to foreign fields.  



	She never spoke or prayed for anyone, she just sat in the church. If she just came and attended a meeting in church, the Spirit of God would come to that meeting in a most remarkable way. Her influence and ministry was much greater than many ministers that ministered for a life time. When the Spirit comes upon a human being, he or she are endued with power for the fulfillment of God's divine purposes.



	After the Spirit of God came upon David, he fearlessly challenged and killed a grown lion. It was because the hand of God that was upon him. David did not accomplish that miraculous deliverance alone, but by the power of the Hand of God that was upon him.







CHAPTER 6



WIND AND FIRE

Ezekiel 1:3 " I looked and behold, a whirlwind came out of the north, a great cloud and a fire in-folding itself and a brightness was about it and out of the midst thereof as the color of amber, out of the midst of the fire."   

	Acts 2:2-4 states: "Suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind and it filled all the house where they were sitting and there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire and it sat upon each of them and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost and began to speak with other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance."



 	Notable similarities exist between these two passages of Scripture. In Ezekiel's vision this fiery whirlwind was seen in the invisible world. He could only behold it through the means of a spiritual vision.  However, on the day of Pentecost the sound of the wind and the flames of fire came into the physical world in the upper room and was witnessed by everyone present.   



	Both fire and wind are scriptural types of the Holy Spirit. Both of these scripture passages speak of the coming of the Holy Spirit. Each passage illuminates the other so that the things seen in one and not seen in the other serve to compliment and enlarge the concepts of what transpires in the spiritual world when the Holy Spirit comes to man.   



	Whether He comes visibly or remains in the invisible realm these are ever the elements which will accompany His coming. The wind represents the very Presence of the person of the Holy Spirit. The fire is the element that represents His work. Fire is the only known source of power on earth to produce the empowering and anointing in ministry. Fire also is the finest cleansing purifying principle known and He uses the fire to purge out all the dross in the refining process of lives to whom He comes.   



	The tempestuous wind, and the fire were seen and recorded in both scriptures. However,  there are three things that are dissimilar in what Ezekiel saw, from the things recorded in the book of Acts; these are the cloud, the direction from whence they came and the different forms the fire assumed.   



	Ezekiel's vision is, in part, a preview of being endued of power by the Holy Spirit, which is necessity for anyone who will become a man or woman of God. Jesus directed His disciples to wait for it in Jerusalem before entering into any ministry. In Luke chapter 24 and verse 49 it states: "And, behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you: but tarry in the city of Jerusalem, until you are endued with power from on high."    



	Jesus, the Lord of the church, considered that no one was ready to witness the message of the cross for the salvation of mankind, until they had been endued with power from on high by the Holy Spirit. In obedience to that command, the Disciples waited ten days until that power came from heaven with the sound of a mighty rushing wind and tongues of fire sat upon them. After the Holy Spirit in the form of wind and fire came to the disciples, they immediately began to minister to people the things of God with mighty signs and miracles confirming their ministry.   



	God did not intended His church to be built upon religious theories, creeds, some philosophical theology, or a pseudo gospel unable to meet the needs of fallen, hurting, hell bound men. No mental methodology or religious ideology can remove the Adamic heritage of iniquity in human beings and then transform them into a sons of God.



  	The word Spirit is 'Pneuma' in the Greek language. It is the same word that is also used for air, or wind or a tempestuous wind, a mighty rushing wind, a whirlwind or a tornado. Neither Ezekiel or Luke, in the book of Acts, used terms to describe the wind that came to them, as a gentle zephyr, or a sweet breeze. The words they used describe a manifestation of tremendous power and the violent activity of heavenly forces.   



	The words about wind used in scripture to describe the Holy Spirit do not imply that He is merely a concept created in the mind by the winds, but rather a real and wonderful Person. It is difficult for materialistic minds to understand things in the abstract; and it is even more difficult for the human brain to conceive of things in the invisible and spiritual world. The fact that something unseen, and without any physical substance in the material world, can have such power and energy operating within itself is incomprehensible to the human mind.

	

	The Holy Spirit in Ezekiel's vision, as well as in His coming to the disciples on the day of Pentecost, revealed Himself to man as a rushing, violent, powerful and very audible wind accompanied by flaming fire. God conceals most of his mighty power, because the enormity of His Almighty power, would easily overwhelm fragile earthlings. However, at times, He allows a bit of His vast unseen energies to become visible in the human world. On the day of Pentecost the Holy Spirit manifested Himself by filling the house with this roaring sound of a rushing wind and by the description given by St. Luke it must have sounded much like a tornado.



	At Mount Sinai God came down with flames of fire, earthquake, fearful thundering and frighteningly loud trumpet sounds. Sinai itself shaking as a continuous earthquake high on the richter scale and with heavy black clouds of smoke soaring upwards as if in a volcanic eruption.   Then out of all the terrifying convulsion of nature came the thundering voice of God giving commands to His people. That demonstration of His powers so greatly terrified the children of Israel that they ran far off in panic. The tremendous powers of nature on our small planet, when violently displayed, bring awe and fright to man. Therefore, when God comes to work with the sons of Adam He conceals most of the mighty energies of His fire and wind. 



COMING OF THE SPIRIT

 	 When the One hundred and twenty disciples were filled with the Holy Spirit, it was evident that high spiritual energy entered into them in an amazing way. They became quite audibly boisterous and very loquacious. The noise and commotion they made were heard throughout the temple so that crowds of people came running together to see what was happening. The amazed crowd not only heard but also saw the disciples so energized that they could hardly control themselves. Some of the baser sort of spectators said that they thought the  disciples were inebriated. However, they were not like drunkards, singing maudlin bawdy songs, they were shouting and singing aloud the praises of God and His wondrous works. Mysteriously, they were talking in languages they had never learned or spoken in before, so well that they were clearly understood by the crowd comprised of people present from at least sixteen different countries and languages.    



	If it were true that they were drunk on wine, as the mockers declared, yet speaking in unlearned languages and at the same time glorifying God, then what they were witnessing would have been a strange miracle indeed;  for what strange wine indeed could impute a new genuine language into human lips. The disbelief of people who refuse to accept such things from God,  stretches credibility far more than the simple answer that God was in truth visiting His people by His Holy Spirit.    



OUT OF THE NORTH

 	Ezekiel noted specifically that the direction from whence the wind came was out of the North, which is most significant. Mount Zion is located on the sides of the North, declared the Psalmist in  Psalm 48:1-2, "Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised in the city of our God, in the mountains of His holiness, beautiful for situation the joy of the whole earth, is mount Zion on the sides of the North the city of the Great King." 



	That spiritual compass point is where Lucifer, in his rebellion desired to set his throne.   The prophet Isaiah in His book chapter 14 and verses 12-14 states: "How are you fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning!....For you have said in your heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the North: I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the most high." 



	There is something very high and wonderful about the spiritual North that we neither know nor understand. Something so wonderful that Lucifer lusted after it to the point of absolute rebellion against God whose throne is on the sides of the North. Obviously, Heaven's North is vastly different from the north on planet earth. In truth, men do not really know what or where heaven's 'NORTH' really is. However, we do know, it is the seat of the throne of God and the location of the city of the Great King. We know also that Ezekiel saw the mighty Wind from God that came rushing out from the North from the throne of God to earth. The sound of that mighty wind announced the coming of the Holy Spirit directly from the throne of God to the waiting disciples.   



A GREAT CLOUD

	"Out of the North came a whirlwind and a great Cloud." God wraps Himself in a cloud to hide His illustrious presence. God manifested Himself to the children of Israel in the form of a great cloud by day and a cloud of fire by night. That cloud was so filled with mighty energies,  fires and glories of God, that when His cloud descended upon Solomon's temple, the priests could not even stand up to minister. Not even Moses could enter the Tabernacle when that Cloud came and entered into it.   



	 That same cloud is found also in the New Testament. When Christ took His disciples up Mt. Tabor, the Mount of Transfiguration, they saw the Christ gloriously transfigured before them.  But while they were waiting, there came a cloud, out of which came the voice of God speaking directly and audibly to them. Then again when Christ had finished his work and ascended to His Father in heaven the disciples saw a great cloud receive Him out of their sight.  



AND A FIRE ENFOLDING ITSELF

 	The fierce flashing fire blazing and folding-in upon itself with great violence of internal activity, was  most probably like the pillar of fire by night that accompanied the children of Israel and not merely a nice rosy glow in the sky. It was fire, with movement, lighting up the whole desert area giving light to three million people camped out. It was enough light so as to keep them safe from any prowling enemies, or beast of the night. What a tremendous fire that must have been. It was not described as a light, but as a fire which means that flames and activity of fire were visibly manifested.



AMBER GOLD

 	The Holy Spirit revealed Himself in fire to Ezekiel, but with fire that had a golden color. Ezekiel wrote, "Out of the midst thereof as the color of amber, out of the midst of the fire."  Amber is a transparent substance very much like the color of Gold and in typology, Gold, the royal metal, symbolizes the nature of God.   



	In other instances, men of God have been given visions of the heavens and have described that heavenly substance as transparent gold. Still others searching for earthly terms for heavenly substances called it refulgent brass. Apparently all were seeing the same substance yet were likening it to something they could find on earth to represent what they had seen. It could not be natural amber, for the natural substance is very flammable and would be consumed in the fire. It could not have been natural gold for that metal is not transparent. The fire Ezekiel saw most definitely burned with a flame not  known at all on earth.



MANY FIRES

	God has purposed to change man into His own image and the writer of the book of Hebrews in chapter 12 and verse 29 states: "For our God is a consuming fire." Therefore, to be made into the image of God means that such ones will be set aflame in their spirits by the fire of God.   



	The next day after Christ drove the thieves out of the temple, with a whip, the rulers of the temple came to Him and asked, "By what authority or power do you drive those merchants out of the temple?" They certainly were not referring to the whip of braided cords that Jesus made,  because such a meager weapon could never overcome the many tough Jewish merchants and cause them to flee leaving their money and goods behind.   



	What was that power? There was a flame of the fire of wrath and zeal in His eyes, that drove them pell-mell out of His presence. When John saw Christ in his vision on the isle of Patmos he said of Him: "His eyes were as a flame of fire."



 	There was a burning fire that flamed in the hearts of men like Paul, David Brainard, John Wesley, Gypsy Smith, Charles Finney; Smith Wigglesworth and thousands more like them. In every age God has given ministries to the church that were set aflame by the fire of God. In Hebrews chapter 1 and verse 7 the writer quotes from the psalms and states: "Who makes His angels spirits and His ministers a flame of fire."   



 	Fifty years after the day of Pentecost in Jerusalem, over one half of the population of the civilized world had been converted to Christianity. The disciples did not have the help of radio,  television or printing presses, but they did have a divine fire of zeal and power burning within them.    



 	Today there is an obvious lack of men who have been set aflame. Many disciples today have a fear of total commitment that will open the heart to the flame of God. Today, things must come easily and without much zeal. This generation is known as a cop-out generation, an escape generation. The  creed of today is, run away from adversity do not try to overcome it, divorce your spouse, do not try to make sacrifices. According to the philosophy of today, the Apostle James, who got his head cut off, was a failure. Stephen, stoned to death, was over-zealous and a failure in the eyes of the modern elitist. Yet our God is a consuming fire. As men draw near unto Him there will be a consuming of the flesh, of the work of the ego,  of covetousness and prides.   For all such things are volatile fuel to the fire of God. His fire is in constant enmity with rebellion,  ego and pride, God zealously seeks it out to consume it. His fire will consume all which is consumable.   



	When the Spirit of God revealed Himself to Ezekiel in his vision, he saw a tremendous tornado of fierce fire. It was as if He had to destroy before He would revive; tear down before He would build up. He would do away with the wood, hay, and straw of the carnal life before He begins to create the new man in His own image. When His fire enters into the human vessel, all the works of the flesh in that vessel will be consumed. In its place He will put the refined gold of His nature, the purified silver of redemption, and the precious stones of His gifts which can easily withstand the holy consuming fire of God.  





	CHAPTER 7



OUT FROM THE FIRE

Ezekiel 1:5 "Also out of the midst thereof came the likeness of four living creatures and this was their appearance; they had the likeness of a man."  



	The living creatures in Ezekiel's  vision are a symbolic representation of a man or woman of God which the Wind and the Fire of His Holy Spirit would produce. These men and women of God, came out of the same tremendous violence and elements as those living creatures did. They were products of the tremendous life forces and energies of the fire of God working together with the mighty Wind of the Spirit of God.



	 On the Day of Pentecost, the disciples were taken into those same forces and powers of the Fire and Wind. The Holy Spirit intended to bring them into the same spiritual likeness of the living creatures that Ezekiel saw that day. The spiritual forces of Fire and Wind from heaven worked to baptize the disciples in the Holy Spirit and empower them. This was the baptism of Fire which John said Jesus would later give His followers.  In Matthew chapter 3 and verse 11 it states: "I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but he that comes after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: He shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost and with fire."  



FLAMES OF FIRE

Hebrews 1:7 states: "And of the angel He says, 'He makes His angels spirits and His ministers a flame of fire.'" The word 'ministers' in the Greek language is, 'Leitourgios' from which we also derive the word liturgy; meaning that they are priests or ministers of the church. The living creatures are word pictures of what the Holy Spirit desires to make of His disciples. To be made in His image will mean that there is going to be fires burning within them.



	The four living creatures had the appearance of a man, but their aspect and demeanor was amazingly different from how an ordinary man appears. The vision revealed the spiritual appearance of a man who had been sanctified, purified and empowered by the mighty Wind and fire.   



	After the day of Pentecost, the energizing purifying fire set the heart of Peter aflame and the essence of the divine nature as a wind, blew through his being. Shortly after that mighty transformation, fearful Peter fearlessly stood and spoke boldly to the crowd of Christ's crucifiers.   In amazing courage Peter accused those wicked men to their faces of deicide. He warned them of the wrath of God resting upon them and preached the word of repentance and life to them.   



 	George Fox, the man historians called an apostle to England, was the major leader in the revival of his day and also the founder of the Quaker movement. He was a man set aflame with the fire of God and through him God sent a fire of revival in England that reached even into America. He spent years in jail for his testimony of truth and justice. He was much persecuted for righteousness sake. He could have easily escaped the persecution had he wanted to sell his principles for his freedom. All he would have had to do was to say, "I swear allegiance to the King of England." However, it is forbidden by Christ's own words in the gospels to swear, therefore, George Fox, in his obedience to the words of Jesus, refused to use the words, "I swear."   



	Although He was loyal to the king and was willing to declare his loyalty in any combination of words except the words I swear. For this reason, the government confiscated everything he owned and he was carried away into prison, but still he would not compromise. By His, and his many followers unyielding stand for obedience to the teachings of Jesus, the Quakers got their freedom from government interference in religion not only in England, but also in the United states and many other countries.



	Such flaming living creatures as those Ezekiel saw, are not going to come out of anything less that the Wind and Fire of God. To the natural eye they will not appear any different than any other person, but in the eyes of the spiritual beholders, as was Ezekiel, these creatures became so greatly altered that they hardly appeared as a man. 



KNOWN IN THE SPIRIT

 Acts 19:13 to 15 states: "Then some of the itinerant Jewish exorcists took it upon themselves to call the name of the Lord Jesus over those who had evil spirits, saying, 'We exorcise you by the Jesus whom Paul preaches.' Also there were seven sons of Sceva, a Jewish chief priest, who did so and the evil spirit answered and said, 'Jesus I know, and Paul I know; but who are you?'" 



	There is a strange thing about true men of God. One can copy everything they say and do,  but it will not bring forth any fruit or have the same results. Because, in the eyes of the unseen world, the true identity of a person is easily known as it is quite visible to them. The minions of Satan would say, "Paul we know, George Fox we know, yes we know John Wesley and Mary Woodworth Etter. Ah yes we certainly know Mary, but who are you?   

 

	The man of God is well known to the forces of hell. The fires of God have burned their purifying way in his life? Has The fight against evil brought his name to the notice of the tempters? He has entered the territory of the enemy to claim one that the devil has bound, but who belongs to Christ. 



SET AFLAME

	In the visitation of the Holy Spirit to the Bible Institute in City Bell, Argentina, the fire of God burned powerfully in the midst of the student body and professors. This visitation lasted for ten weeks. Throughout those weeks one young man would often stand leaning with his arm against the wall and weep incessantly for hours. It took four hours for that stream of tears to run down the wall and reach the floor, then it took two more hours for it to run out in a small depression on the floor and form a puddle.   



	God sent this young man with a companion like unto himself to a town about one hundred and fifty miles away. In that town there lived an elderly retired missionary. These young men went and knocked on her door. "Who are you?" She fearfully queried. They answered her,  "God sent us here to help you." She received them and gave them a room  and there they sat and prayed until the next week.   



	They would walk through the city, tears streaming down their faces, crying out, "Give us this city, O God."  One day God said to them, pitch a tent in the central plaza. So they patched up an old tent they were able to borrow for a week and put it up. In that one week God gave them 64 glorious converts. Twenty five years later I was permitted to visit the church in that city.   That same young man was still there pastoring a very large and vibrant congregation.   



 	Where is the cry, the weeping, the challenge of God that comes from the flaming fire of God burning within? Church history is filled with the men and women who were set aflame by the fires of God burning within their beings. Every generation has been blessed with a number those burning torches that were set aflame by the fire of God that came out of the Throne on the sides of the North.   



I SAW HIS GLORY

Ezekiel  1:26 to 28 states: " And above the firmament over their heads was the likeness of a throne, in appearance like a sapphire stone; on the likeness of the throne was a likeness with the appearance of a man high above it. Also from the appearance of His waist and upward I saw, as it were, the color of amber with the appearance of fire all around within it; and from the appearance of His waist and downward I saw, as it were, the appearance of fire with brightness all around. Like the appearance of a rainbow in a cloud on a rainy day, so was the appearance of the brightness all around it. This was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the LORD. So when I saw it, I fell on my face and I heard a voice of One speaking." 



	God now took Ezekiel to the next level of revelation in his vision.  Up and beyond the interwoven flowing forces of wind and fire, the spirit of God takes him to the source of the wind and fire. There he is allowed to behold the throne and glory of Jehovah. A sight so stupendous and so overwhelming that he scarcely had words to tell of it.   



	God gave Ezekiel a vision that would utterly change his whole life and understanding.   God does not work with men in mere abstracts, or theories of the intangibles of religious philosophies. Ezekiel saw the glory, immensity and majesty of the sapphire throne with the Eternal Son in the likeness of a man above upon it. That sight gave impact of the reality and glory of the Almighty that no words or theories could ever have given to him.



	It was one thing for Einstein to theorize about atomic energy in his great formula of mass and energy, but it was another thing to see an atom bomb explode. Without any doubt those men that saw the frightening power and might of the exploding bomb had a different concept of mass and energy than Einstein ever did in his theories.



	Jesus chose out three of His disciples and took them to the top of the Mount of Transfiguration. There they saw His glory manifested before them, which sight they never forgot. Years later John wrote of that day saying, "And we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father." Those three disciples could never be the same again after such a heavenly experience. Man is so constructed that it is not enough to know things only theoretically. Man has to have in some way, a tangible contact with things in order to have a true concept of what the invisible things of God really are.



	On the isle of Patmos John was granted to behold the resurrected Christ. When He saw Jesus in His glorified state he fell upon his face in worship. When John saw His glory, he fell as dead and was overwhelmed by the splendor and raw power of that sight. When he fell at His feet in total surrender, an act of worship, John was changed even more into the image of God as greater fires arose in his soul.



	The Psalmist writes: "pour out your heart before Him." Ice does not pour, it has to be melted. Nothing can so melt the cold heart of the indifferent Christian as having a revelation of God. In such a revelation there is a complete loss of self importance, yet there is no discouragement, because that marvelous vision of His glory is supreme over the whole being.



 	If God had foretold the Apostle Paul about the coming shipwreck and the revival in Miletus that would follow it, he would probably not have been fasting and praying during the storm. He probably would have passed the time reveling in the power-display of nature, eating good meals and eagerly looking forward to the revival. However, Paul was not given that advance information. He was a prisoner and for two long weeks the storm and waves beat the ship. Finally, God sent an angelic messenger to Paul informing him that all the people on board would be saved. After that Paul had to swim to land arriving cold, miserable and wet.   



	Paul was replenishing a fire for warmth when apparently, to make matters worse,  a great poisonous snake seized Paul's arm. However, Paul's faith never wavered. With victorious disdain for that devilish serpent, he proceeded to shake it off into the fire and calmly go on with gathering more fuel for their fire.   



	Because Paul also had been given visions of God and had seen the divine glory he considered these things light afflictions. If Paul had never received the revelation of the divine glory he might have said, "What? You tell me that God allowed me to be shipwrecked like this and then let a snake bite me on top of everything else? I quit! I'm going back to tent making. I'm going to another church. I am not going to serve a God that ordains such things for me to go through."



SAPHIRE THRONE

 	Ezekiel saw the throne as a like unto the shining purity of Sapphire. The sapphire stone is very transparent. Everything in heaven is transparent. The vision of the Glory of God is not complete unless the Throne of the King is in the midst of His glory.   



	The Priest Isaiah was related to Uzziah the king of Israel. He built up a work of God in the kingdom of Uzziah. Then the king most inconveniently died. That brought a great worry to Isaiah for what the new regime would bring for him he knew not. Then God opened his eyes   and Isaiah saw God high and lifted up and seated on the throne. God was not walking around heaven wondering what to do about the kingdom now that the old king had died. Isaiah saw the Lord seated on His high throne. He was in total control of all happenings.   



	A necessary concept that a vision of God must give is seeing Him on His throne high and over all, ever and always in total control of His worlds. He is in control of big events as well as the small happenings.   He not only controls the great dance of the stars, but His Highness also controls the flights of the tiny electrons and atoms in their mysterious orbits. A man of God must of necessity have a vision of a God who is ever and always in total control and on top of every situation.





	EZEKIEL 8



GOD SPEAKS TO THE PROPHET

Ezekiel  2:1 "And He said unto me, 'Son of man, stand upon your feet and I will speak to you.'"  



	God now speaks directly to Ezekiel in the vision. First God opened the eyes of Ezekiel and he saw visions, then He opened Ezekiel's ears and he heard the voice of God speaking. A true prophet is one who has had his spiritual ears opened and is enabled to hear the voice of God.   



	There are Prophets, gifts of prophecy, and prophecy; these are three levels in the prophetic realm. The Scripture states: "that you all may all prophesy." The first level is to prophesy when the Spirit of prophecy is present, such as king Saul did when he was with the prophets. Then there is the second level, which is to be enabled to receive information from God in a moment of need; this is called the gift of prophecy. Third, there is the prophet which is the second governing office gift to the church. The prophet not only has the gift of prophecy but also is a chosen life to whom is given special revelation as well as information.



1Corinthians 14:31 states: "For ye may all prophesy one by one, that all may learn, and all may be comforted."

 

	The fact that all may prophesy does not makes one a prophet of God. A true prophet will have his eyes open to see that which he is given him in the visions or revelations of God. Then he will speak to men that which he has heard directly from the voice of God speaking unto him.



A SON OF ADAM

	God called Ezekiel 'Son of man' several times, reminding him that he was still but a man, a son of Adam and nothing more; in spite of the high revelation that was given to him and the glories that he witnessed in the heavenlies. He was not to think of himself as being anything more than flesh upon earth.



	God gives to man the grace and gifts for earthly ministry. Doubtless Angels could minister far better than humans, but it is to the glory of God to use inefficient, helpless and utterly incapable instruments called man.   



	Suppose there was an engineer so wise and skillful that he could make a beautiful watch with only a hammer and a pipe wrench as tools. In such a case all the praise would go to that wonderful engineer and not to the most clumsy instruments that he used. God is able to do His marvelous works among men using only the cumbersome and unwieldy tools called, 'sons of man'.   Regenerated yes, refurbished also but nevertheless nothing more than a member of the progeny of Adam. Such was God's name for Ezekiel, to remind him of his origin and his inadequacy lest Ezekiel become over proud of his high visions. John 3:6 "That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit."    



	The visions of the glory of God superseded the powers of the natural abilities of Ezekiel's intellect. The man of God will not be useful to God until his natural strengths, talents and abilities are displaced by divine gifts and powers. Beholding the glory of the Lord will cause the natural man to fall before Him and recognize that he alone can never accomplish anything in the realm of the spirit.   



	In the world of the affairs of men, the natural abilities and powers can be quite efficient and useful, but when it comes to spiritual things, the natural can no longer suffice. Ezekiel fell on his face before the vision of God and only because of the enabling power of the spoken word of God could he now stand before Him.   



STAND UP

	Paul did not say, "When I am weak, I quit." What he did say, was, "When I am weak,  then am I strong." Because, in the revelation of our weakness there comes also the revelation of divine strength.  That is why Paul could say,  "I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me." 



	There is a temptation to escape responsibilities that are God given. Ezekiel was not allowed to be a person that does not want to get in there and carry the weight of things. It is as if  God was saying to Ezekiel, "I have shown you My glory; now stand up. Don't act like one who has given up before you start. Stand up on your feet." Daniel was rendered powerless to stand upon his feet by the glory of his vision and awesome presence of that mighty Celestial Being who presented himself before him. Daniel in his own physical being had not the strength to stand upon his feet. It was not until he was given celestial strength by the touch of the Angel's hand,  that he could stand. All the small strengths of the natural man utterly fail in the celestial realms of the spirit. The true prophet of God who stands before the Lord is in no way a product of natural techniques or procedures.



ARISE

	In 2Chronicles chapter 5 verses 13 and 14 it states: "It came to pass, as the trumpeters and singers were as one, to make one sound to be heard in praising and thanking the Lord; that they lifted up their voice with the trumpets and cymbals and instruments of music, and praised the Lord, saying,  'For He is good; for His mercy endures for ever' that then the house was filled with a cloud, even the house of the Lord; so that the priests could not stand to minister by reason of the cloud, for the glory of the Lord had filled the house of God."



	The priests could not stand to minister under the overpowering overwhelming weight of the glory and power that emanated from that divine presence. In this same way, Ezekiel had just fallen to the ground under the overwhelming celestial power and glory of the vision. Then God spoke to him and told him to stand on his feet. He wanted to talk to Ezekiel face to face and not while he was lying on the ground. 



There is a time to fall before God in worship and there is a time to stand up and face God with an open face and listen. God made man an upright creature. Man was not made as a serpent to grovel in the dust, nor like the beast of the field to be ever bowed over on all four limbs. Man needs to be renewed in his interior being and strengthened by God's word and thereby be enabled to stand before His creator and Savior.



	Isaiah writes in chapter 52 and verse 2, "Shake yourself from the dust; arise and sit down O Jerusalem: lose yourself from the bands of your neck, O captive daughter of Zion." God did not want Ezekiel to be inflated, but He did want him to stand and be attentive before Him.   



	The glory, the fire, the holiness and light of the vision will set a man's face to the ground.   The immensity of God and His glory will bow the soul in deep humility and repentance.   However, following that revelation, there is the call of God to arise before Him and listen to His voice.   



STAND STILL

		The furious powerful army of Egypt was pursuing the children of Israel from behind and the Red Sea was in front of them; marshes lay on one side and the mountains hemmed them in on the other side. Israel's escaped slaves stood in a fearful position. Then Moses was directed by God to tell the people to stand before Him. Exodus 14:13 states: "Fear not, stand still  and see the salvation of the Lord." 



	Standing still means to stand up and not be afraid to face up to the situation. Don't give in to fright and let them take you back to Egypt. Believe your great God who has delivered you and revealed to you His mighty power. God said, "fear not, stand still." In other words, observe, keep your eyes open and see now how God will deliver you.

 

 Elijah said, in	2Kings chapter 3 and verse 14, "As the Lord of Hosts lives before whom I stand."   Daniel was told to stand by the celestial Angel that came to Him. It is a great thing to stand before the Lord; To be enabled to stand before Him, requires the mighty work of the burning Fire, the recreating Wind and the vision of the Glory of God.   



	In Zechariah chapter 4 and verse 11 it states, "Then I answered him and said, 'What are these two olive trees on the right side of the candlestick and on the left side? And what are these two olive branches which through the two golden pipes empty the golden oil out of themselves?' And he answered me and said, 'Do you not know what these are?' And I said, 'No, my Lord.' Then he said, 'These are the two anointed ones that stand by the Lord of the whole earth.'"



	Those 'sons of the anointing' had come into such a relationship with God that they could stand in His presence. It is one thing to stand and minister when the anointing is either nil or at a low level, but when the glory of the presence of God is manifested in a powerful way, many cannot stand. I have witnessed such times when many in great fright flee away. Others, surprised by the dreadful holiness of that glory, have fallen on their faces with a soul rending cry for His mercies and His cleansing fire to burn within them.   



	It is a very normal reaction when God begins to manifest His power and glory, for people to fall on the ground being unable to stand in that celestial influence. Some people become completely disoriented as they do not like to be out of control of themselves. Many fall down as the Spirit of Christ begins to exercise His headship in the church. Often, if the Spirit of God begins to move and take control of a service, the leaders become fearful and will do anything to take charge again or regain control. 



	They say, "we don't want to err in emotionalism," or, "we want everything decent and in order." The truth is, they are frightened and bewildered. I have been present when the presence of God has been so overwhelming, that if a visitor entered, they would fall down and cry out,  "Oh God, I am in Your presence and I am unclean." I have heard these words break forth spontaneously from the lips of many people. In contrast, there are those whom the fire and wind have prepared, so that they can stand in that presence and minister.   



GOD IS A SPEAKING GOD

	Ezekiel 2:1b states: "And I will speak unto you." Ezekiel is writing scripture, not reading it. When God speaks to His prophet directly, this is a 'Rhema' of God. This vision is the written record of God calling Ezekiel to stand before Him, so that He could now speak to him. God not only spoke to him in that vision, but the entire book of Ezekiel is the compilation of the things that God showed or spoke to him.



	Several hundred years ago, the light of heaven was very dim on the earth, it was called the dark ages. At that time the Hussites, sent out several companies of men in different directions,  saying,  "Go throughout the earth and see if there be a place where the light of God is still burning." For a year they went out and searched in many different lands. They all came back and said, "We could find no place." That same thing was repeated ten years later with the same result. They could find no other place where the light of God was still burning. It was a time when the word of God was very scarce in the earth.



	There was a time when as the result of bitter and merciless persecution, the known number of true believers on the earth was reduced to two families. However,  those two families still maintained the flow of the Spirit and the gifts of the Spirit. From that small seed there again flourished such a resurgence of life and the living word, that bitter persecution arose to once again try and stamp out forever the light of God upon the earth.   

 

	At the time of the birth of the Prophet Samuel we read that the Word of God was precious,  or scarce in those days. Indeed the word of God is always precious, for it is rare and of great value. The voice of the true prophet whose eyes and ears are open into the heavenly world are not common in the church.   



	God does not need to say a multitude of words for great things to transpire. Facing the open grave in which dead Lazarus lay, Jesus spoke but three words and Lazarus returned to life on earth. The true man of God will be able to say the words he has heard directly from God. There is ever a need for the 'Rhema' voice of God to be heard in the church. Jesus said, "The words that I speak, they are spirit and they are life."



THE VOICE OF GOD

	God said to Ezekiel stand upon your feet and I will speak to you, however, God did not say how He would speak to Ezekiel. God has many different ways of speaking to man. He does not speak to everyone the same way and He does not always speak in the same voice or language. He may speak through the reading of inspired scriptures, or He may speak through the circumstances of life; He may speak through the voice of a friend or neighbor or again His voice may be heard through listening and observing nature. Psalm 29:3, 7-9 states: "The voice of the Lord is upon the waters: The voice of the Lord divides the flames of fire. The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness; The voice of the Lord makes the hinds to calve."



	There are times when God will speak directly to the listening ear that has been opened to hear His voice; and there definitely is a difference between God directly speaking to hearing ears and His speaking indirectly through other means.   



	God is a speaking God who communicates with His children. In the Scriptures He often called for His children to listen, to have a hearing ear. The church of God needs men who have ears to hear God speak. God has much to say unto them. He would speak words of guidance, of comfort, words that tell of things to come and reveal hidden mysteries. The Lord may awaken a person in the morning when all within is quiet and still and speak directly his words into the spirit.



	Many things hinder the hearing of the voice of God. There is the noisy thundering of lusting after earthly things that suffocate the tender voice of God in the Spirit. Or there can be the turmoil of activities that give no time to listen to that ineffable Voice. Then too, the shrieking of fears or the rumblings of complaints can muffle completely the things God would speak to the soul. It was only after the wind and the fire and the earthquake had worked upon the spirit of Elijah,  that the prophet was ready and able to listen to the silent gentle voice of God.   



	Someone asked me to go to a certain place. I answered lightly, "I will go when God speaks to me and tells me to go there." Later, when in prayer, God spoke to me and said, "Son,  what you answered that man requires much responsibility, you had better be sure you are listening when I speak." Foolishly, I was assuming it was all God's responsibility to give me the orders. However, He was saying, "You had better be sure I haven't spoken to you and you weren't listening." God gave me to understand that there is a definite responsibility to have a hearing ear and be listening.



	It is easy to be attuned to voices that are not in the celestial range or dancing to the music of another orchestra. Ears can be focused or tuned to different frequencies. God told Ezekiel to get tuned in to His voice. He was basically saying, "Stand on your feet in My presence and listen." That was not easy to do. It definitely required the help of God as well as the determined effort of Ezekiel. He had to get all static, all other voices, all other interference out of the way.   



	According to the words of Jesus it is possible to have ears that hear and yet become incapable of hearing and understanding the words of God. He made clear, that a hard heart makes it impossible for ears to hear God speak.   



In Mark chapter 8 and verses 17 and 18 we read, "When Jesus knew it, He said to them, 'Why do you reason, because you have no bread? Do you not yet perceive, neither understand? Is your heart yet hardened? Having eyes, do you not see? Having ears, do you not hear? And do you not remember?'"  



	The Lord is a speaking God. He laughs at the idols because they have mouths but cannot speak and ears,  but cannot hear. The ever living God, not at all like the idol, can hear even our thoughts and He speaks wondrous things. God did not make us like a little wooden idol. He gave us ears to hear, a heart to understand and lips with which to declare to others the wonderful things He says to us.   



	A man or woman of God must learn to become very quiet and still within. In a certain Bible School there was a wonderful visitation of the Spirit that lasted two weeks. During that time all classes were dismissed and the days were spent in prayer, praise and worship. There was a time when a tremendous wave of praise swept over the whole student body including, the professors and it continued for about two days. Then a wave of repentance came, which lasted about four days, followed by another wave of praise.   



	Then one morning, about 10:00 o'clock, the director stood up and said, "God wants everyone to be silent." A strange silence descended upon that room, you could actually hear the wall clock tick in that large assembly room. After about an hour a sweet note of adoring praise began to move over the congregation. During that hour of silence God spoke tremendous things into the hearts of those young men and women. They heard the voice of God speaking eternal words of life as they had never heard before. Those lives and their careers were changed forever due to the words that were spoken to them in that time of utter silence.   





	CHAPTER 9



HE ENABLED ME

Ezekiel 2:1 "And He said unto me, 'Son of Man stand on your feet and I will speak to you.' Then the spirit entered into me when He spoke to me and set me on my feet; and I heard Him that spoke to me."



	God's orders will always have God's enabling. Ezekiel had apparently fallen under the enormous power of the Vision of God, as Daniel did in His vision by the river Hidekel and also John in His vision on the isle of Patmos. God told Ezekiel at that particular point in the vision, to stand upon his feet. Immediately the Spirit entered into him and enabled him to stand and listen to what God had to say to him.   



	Hudson Taylor, the renowned leader to the China Inland Mission, said, "God's work,  done in God's way, by God's man, will always have God's supply." Under His leadership the C.I.M. sent 600 missionaries to China. Their principles were that each missionary must obtain through faith and prayer alone the necessary funds for fare and equipment and that there must be no letters sent out by any of them pleading for funds. If God had sent them then He would supply all of their needs he reasoned.   



	If a man reaches beyond his faith than what God's will is for him, then he will not receive divine enabling. If it is man's work, done in man's way, then let them use man's method to supply the need.   



	Jesus said to the disciples, "You give them to eat." They had nothing in their hands to give the people, yet by divine enabling they were able to feed the whole multitude. Jesus said to the man with the withered arm; "Stretch forth your hand." With that word, Jesus released the enabling power for him to do just that and he was healed. Peter said to Jesus, "If it is You, bid me come to You on the water." Jesus said, "Come." Peter was instantly enabled to walk on the waters of Galilee.



	So much religious work is done without God's enabling for it is not done in obedience to a direct word from God. Therefore, it will not bring forth fruit unto God. Many a mission school  has produced well educated minds, but in pagan hearts; those same pagan students later became the dictators and tyrants that were the scourge of many a nation. God is not obligated to supply and undergird the works of people with good intentions, regardless of how needy the situation or how well designed the project. On the other hand, if a man will do what God has ordered him to do then his work will surely have God's enabling.   



	Hudson Taylor was very ill and incapacitated for a year. His heart yearned and burned with the desire to return to China.  Finding that impossible because of his protracted illness, he wrote a letter to a church in England in which he poured out the desires and longings of his heart for China. That letter was copied and recopied and sent out all over England. That letter was the turning point in the mission work in China. After that letter was written and had done its work God healed him. When Taylor was at his weakest, God did the greatest.   



	Human life can be lived without a personal relationship with The Creator and great works of fine ingenuity can be done without any visible help from Him. Many religious workers do not seek to hear from God or even sense a need to listen to Him. A large number of churches, charities  and institutions of much good are built and yet they were never instituted by God.



	God never ordered Solomon to build his magnificent temple. In fact, God told David not to build it because God would not dwell in temples made by hands. In the 7th chapter of the book of Acts, Stephen preaches his last sermon before his martyrdom. In that sermon Stephen listed Solomon's temple as one of the acts of Israel's rebellion and mentioned that Israel built it in their continual resistance against God.   



	The temple that God did speak of to David was not referring to a temple of stone and masonry, but to the spiritual temple which was to be built by Jesus, the son of David. Though God graciously blessed Solomon's temple, yet later it became an idol and a snare unto them and God used the armies of Babylon to destroy it.   



	Many good things are done in and by the works of the flesh and although God may bless them for a season, they are still not ordered by Him. Man highly values his independence, even if it is from God. If someone wants to build a building, he does not need God, just go to a bank and borrow the funds. If he wants a work of charity, or some political benevolence, all he needs is a sharp mind and a good personality. Man has fine hospitals for sick people, insurance for troubles,  and technology for advancements. Therefore divine enabling is not even considered as something viable anymore. In Psalm 127:1 we read, "Except the Lord build the house, they labor in vain who build it: Unless the Lord guards the city, The watchman stays awake in vain." 



	Sometimes it is like a little girl in the kitchen with her busy mother preparing the meal,  wanting to help and have a great time. It is just that no one wants to eat the very grey biscuit that comes out of the same oven with mother's snow white ones. What great little helpers of God we sometimes consider ourselves.



	Whether recognized or not, there is a real need for being directed by divine orders.   Otherwise, a person really does not know what God wants done. If a builder has received His orders direct from the owner then he can count upon the full provision of all the needed supplies.   



	There is great security in working according to the directives given by God. If the Lord has given the orders for the work to be done then there is also a security that the work shall remain and not be stolen or usurped.   



	A certain man of God attended a great revival and while there, had a powerful encounter with God. He went home and brought his people into that same wonderful revival fire from heaven. Several members of his own family were also brought into his church. Then he invited a very personable and gifted evangelist to come and minister to them. After several weeks the evangelist moved down the street into a rented theater and took the church people with him. This left my friend with just the few of his own family left to attend his church.



	Another brother hearing of this affair went to see him soon after this took place and said to him, "Oh my brother, I feel so bad about this thing that has transpired." To his surprise the answer was "Yes, isn't that wonderful, I've been praying for years for another church in this big city and God has answered my prayers."  



	About six months went by. The borrowed congregation became disenchanted with the evangelist and as no one had been maligned, insulted or hurt, all of the sheep quietly returned to their own fold. This man was secure as He knew that He was working according to Divine orders. Nothing and no one can take a person out of the will of God, except them self.   



In Matthew 28:18 we read, "Jesus came and spoke unto them, saying, 'All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore...'"  What does the 'therefore' refer to? It refers mainly to the fact that Jesus had all power to tell them where to go, what to do and to enable them to do it. How much ministers need God! How needful it is to believe the words of Jesus when He said, "Without Me you can do nothing."  Man loves to be independent, but he needs to learn how dependent upon God and others he really is in this life.   



	When a person desires to serve God and go out in faith to lands where devils reign unhindered,  they will surely be tested. It will quickly be revealed whether they are working on the orders of God, or are on their own. People in foreign lands have their own gods and do not want yours, nor you; but rather those people see you and your God as a threat to their customs and ways of life. That is why the divine enabling by His power is an absolute necessity to be able to fulfill His orders.   



	Without God, man cannot build His church. Go ahead and build a church without Him, I have seen men do it and then also watched the troubles come that will tear it apart. A certain charismatic man with great effort built up a 4000 member church. Three years later, there were only 40 people attending. God was not in all of that man's ways. There are many other such happenings in the religious world. If God doesn't build the house, they labor in vain that build it.   



	God will usually give orders that are beyond the possibilities of human resources, for His enabling are not dependent upon human abilities or sources. Under His orders one need only begin to obey and then see God work out the impossibilities. When God orders it, you don't have to be ashamed or afraid.   



	God spoke to a pastor of my acquaintance in Buenos Aires Argentina, after a long fast and told him to buy a parcel of land for a campground and retreat center. He presented this mandate to the board of directors and they accepted the challenge. At first, they looked for smaller lots, but God kept saying, "larger." Finally, they found a lovely 10 acre park with buildings, fruit orchards, swimming pool, and beautiful centennial trees. The price was astronomically high for them, but one night the Lord informed the pastor to go ahead with the deal and ask the people of his congregation to triple tithe for 36 months.  Although they were extremely poor, 3/4 of the congregation covenanted to triple tithe. Within a few weeks into the pledge, miracles began to happen. God caused them to prosper; until after very few months, they became far more solvent than they had ever been before. Many got unexpected job promotions, others changed jobs unexpectedly for much better opportunity offers. 



	They bought the land, from a man who was a very wealthy loan shark, who priced the land in US dollars. The Lord had told the pastor to pay him his asking price, but write in the bill of sale that the payments for the 80% remaining balance was to be paid in pesos and not US dollars, but at that day's exchange rate and do it in 36 fixed monthly payments. The wealthy loan shark agreed to do this, as the exchange rate had been stable for quite some time and the peso was strong against the dollar. What God knew, but he didn't, was that the exchange rate would skyrocket in just a few months and the peso would be greatly devalued. Most of the remaining payments were extremely easy to make. 



The loan shark begged the church board to pay him all the remaining balance in one payment, about 5 months into the deal. Although the property remained valued the same in US dollars, this loan shark ended up getting about 40% of the value of his property. Although he had signed a binding contract, his losses were so great, that he turned around and sued the church in a court of law. They all went to court, but the loan shark lost. Furthermore, the church lawyer sued him for his lawyer's wages and got that too. The church was secure, because God had ordered them to buy that land and gave the instructions on how to do it.





CHAPTER 10



HE ESTABLISHED ME

Ezekiel 2:1 "And He said unto me, 'Son of Man stand on your feet and I will speak to you.' Then the spirit entered into me when He spoke to me and set me on my feet and I heard Him that spoke to me."



	For God to set him on his feet in the vision, indicated that He had sufficiently prepared Ezekiel to stand before Him and thus made him ready to begin walking and become active in the work that God had for Him to do.    



	Paul speaks of the same divine preparation when he writes in Ephesians 3:7, "Whereof I was made minister according to the gift of the grace of God given unto me by the effectual working of his power." 



	Paul was made a minister by the grace of God and the effectual working of power. God in grace to the church made Paul a minister. There are many self-made ministers in the churches throughout the world, but Paul was God-made and not a man made minister. Christ, the Head of the church, is the only one able to make and establish the men and women that His grace will give as ministers to His church. In 1Corinthians 12:28 we read, "God has set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healing, helps, governments and diversities of tongues." Also in Ephesians 4:11it states: "And He (Christ) gave some, apostles and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers."  



	A young minister in South America said to God, "I want to be a great man of God like missionary so and so." Then the Lord said to him, "That one is not a great man of God, he has just learned to get out of my way so I can work."



 	Ezekiel had fallen to the ground under the overwhelming power of the vision. God picks him up and sets him on his feet, but Ezekiel did not have sufficient strength to get up on his feet by himself. It takes much preparation and strengthening by God before a son of man is made ready to be set upon his feet, stand before the Lord and minister in the church.



	The one great identifying mark of the prophet Elijah is stated in the introduction of his ministry. It is recorded in the first book of Kings chapter 17 and verse 1, where Elijah speaks to king Ahab and says, "As the Lord God of Israel lives, before whom I stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these years, but according to my word."  



	One of the problems that must be overcome is the human tendency to think that divine revelation and strengthening is not necessary and that we can prepare ourselves. A good brain, a strong religious inclination, a humanitarian spirit, a bit of seminary training and lo, one is now ready to become a minister of God and pastor a church or go to a mission field.    



	A little child wants to feed himself and does not want Mommy to help him. If Mommy takes the spoon, when food is already on his face, clothes, floor and tries to put more food in his mouth, the child will scream in insulted dignity.    



	The spirit of independence in human beings shows up very early in life and it quickly becomes obvious in the Christian's development of faith. So often the response of a 'would be minister' is: "God, I want you to be there if anything goes wrong, but otherwise, just leave me alone and I will show You how well I can work for You by myself." A Christian so often wants to be self-made. He will study hard, memorize what is necessary, even take long years to study and go through all the requirements of the seminary and get the diploma in order to show the world and God, that he could do it.    



	God told Ezekiel to stand upon his feet, but that did not mean that he could do it by himself.    If God did not set him on his feet and establish him, he could never have fulfilled the purposes of God in his life. A person not set upon their feet by God may gather people and even build beautiful cathedrals or found hospitals or some other institution of charity, but they can never build anything in the true church of Jesus Christ. Jesus said that He would build His church. Therefore, none but His God-established ministers can ever build that divine Body which is His church.    



	The sooner a the man of God in his preparation learns total dependency upon God, the better it will be for him. One of the secrets in Kathryn Kuhlman's ministry was her sense of inadequacy. She knew she had little or nothing to offer without God. So before she would ever go out on a platform, she would spend hours crying out to God, saying, "Don't leave me tonight." She had a tremendous prayer life, why? Because she was so spiritual? No, it was because she knew that she was completely dependent upon God. Oh, what marvelous faith and confidence, rouse in her heart when the anointing of the Holy Spirit became manifest!



	A certain pastor in a church in Florida had a counseling load of about twelve hours daily.    He had neither time to pray or time even to adequately prepare himself to teach the people the ways of God. Finally he promised to take two hours a day to close his office and seek God. He kept that up for six weeks, then back to the his old round of counseling. If he had kept that promise for six months, he would have found his counseling load would begin to lighten automatically because God would take care of counseling Himself (after all His name is Counselor). Jesus does not need His little human helpers to keep His church going well, but in grace he uses them because they need Him and need to learn to be dependent on Him to do His work.    



	One day Moody was walking down the street with a business man that was critical in his ministry. As they walked together down the street they saw a drunk man laying in the gutter. A critic drew near and said, "There you are, Mr. Moody, there's one of your converts." Moody answered him, "You are right, if it had been one of God's converts, he wouldn't be there." 



	Only that which comes from God is eternal. Jesus said to Nicodemus, "That which is born of the flesh is flesh and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit." God must first do His work in the heart of a man or woman of God. Spurgeon said that he could only give to his people one seventh of that which he had received from God.



	God may give the grace to speak, or minister, or play a piano, but if it does not come from God it will not have much eternal fruit. In a certain church in Portland, Oregon, one hour before the service the pianist would begin to play with such anointing that the presence of the Holy Spirit would come into that building even before the announced starting time of the service. There was such an anointing flowing through the music that people would slide off their chairs to the floor to pray. Again in another church in Seattle Washington long before the announced time for service the musicians would begin to worship the Lord through their instruments and weep as they played. What glory would settle over that congregation, it was like a great cloud. No preacher preaching,  just people worshipping God on a instruments. 



Once God sets the human instrument on their feet, then He can now use any instrument, even a piano. Ezekiel said that God established him. Paul said that we are workers together with God. We certainly cannot do it without God and God will not work at all without a human instrument through which to flow. There is a yoking together with God and Jesus said, "My yoke is easy." 



	In many healing crusades, when I would put my hands on people, they would get healed. However, if I did not obey God and put my hands on people they would not get healed. I did not and could not heal anybody. If I simply did what He told me to do, then He did what He said He would do. If I did not do what He said, then He would not heal them at that time either. It is a definite work of grace flowing through a vessel, that accomplishes His divine will.



	Ezekiel would have had a hard time getting to his feet in the presence of such glory. God gave Ezekiel an order knowing that he could not fulfill that order. God gives orders which He knows are impossible for a son of man to do without divine help. He may give specific orders knowing that it will be necessary for Him to help His servant to fulfill those orders. It will also be necessary for the servant to accept the order, then greatly seek the help of the Lord to assist in fulfilling that order. 



	Kathryn Kuhlman was given orders that she knew she could never fulfill herself alone.    Therefore she spent much time on her face before God seeking His presence and help. Her understanding was that if God did not set her on her feet, she certainly could not stand alone.



	People who have had visions of God will not think themselves able to get through a day without divine aid. Such ones will know that only by Divine help will he be able to obey and not bring shame to the name of Christ or miserably fail in some way or another. In Ephesians 6:13 it states: "Wherefore take unto you the whole armor of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day and having done all, to stand." It is wonderful to be able to stand against the onslaughts of the enemy. However, before one can stand, He must be set upon his feet. He must be established and know why he has been placed there and there take his stand.    



	Ezekiel's visions totally altered his concepts of God and his nation. From that day on, He would take a stand on God's side against all the national and religious evils that existed in his world at that time in history. Out from those visions, a prophet in Israel was raised up. A prophet that would speak the word and truth of God to His captive people in Persia. He would take his unmovable stand for the truth and the revelations that God gave him regardless of the circumstances or the persons that it angered or affected.



	God had set him upon his feet and had commanded him to stand and he stood. He took his stands on the side of God against all the evil of his nation and church of his day. From then on Ezekiel became the mouth piece of God to His people. Ezekiel took his strong unmovable stand because of the enabling of God. Not because of his strong will or stubborn nature. God set him in his place and gave the empowering command to stand upon his feet. God knew that the national and religious evil in the nation that He would later show Ezekiel, would both shock and anger many people in high places, making Ezekiel many enemies. This is why this word of enabling was so necessary. Because this enabling of God, Ezekiel did not falter or waffle in his faithful declaration of the revelation that God gave to him. 





	CHAPTER 11



	HE SENT ME

Ezekiel 2:2-3 "Then the Spirit entered me when He spoke to me and set me on my feet; then I heard Him who spoke to me. And He said to me: 'Son of man, I am sending you to the children of Israel, to a rebellious nation that has rebelled against Me; they and their fathers have transgressed against Me to this very day.'" 



	Once God had set Ezekiel upon his feet and established him in the vision, His ears were opened to hear the voice and word of God. The Hebrew word `heard' used in this verse means to hear intelligently and with understanding, also it implies obedience. Jeremiah 22:21 states: "I spoke to you in your prosperity, but you said, 'I will not hear.' This has been your manner from your youth, that you did not obey My voice." Again, in Isaiah chapter 50 and verse 5 we read, "The Lord God has opened My ear; And I was not rebellious, nor did I turn away." So to hear then, is to obey. Ezekiel not only heard but he was given to understand. It is not uncommon to hear from God and yet not understand what God has spoken. In his messianic fortieth Psalm, David wrote in verse 6, "My ears You have opened." Which is exactly what God did to Ezekiel in his vision.   



	Ezekiel's ears were opened to hear the voice of God Who gave him understanding, instruction, direction, and future revelations. His ears were opened not only in the time of this vision, but as God would make him a life time prophet, then his ears would be opened throughout his life whenever God would speak to him.    



	After setting Ezekiel on his feet, God said to him, "Behold I send you to the children of Israel." There is a major difference between being called of God and being sent of God. Ezekiel had already been called into the service of God long before, but now he is being sent of God. In other words he is given a commission, a defined mission to fulfill in life. In Mark chapter 3 verse 13, Jesus makes a difference between calling and sending. It states: "And He went up on the mountain and called to Him those He Himself wanted, and they came to Him."



	Their calling was to come unto Him and be with Him. Not to pastor a church,  go to a mission field or any other religious activity but to be with Jesus. The calling is for a time of preparation, that they might be with Him and be prepared by the Lord Himself. The sending came later after the called ones had acquired sufficient preparation as they lived for a period of time with Jesus.



In Matthew chapter 20 verse 16 Jesus said, "… For many are called, but few are chosen." Many people have said to me that they have been called into the ministry, but I have not been impressed by their statement. However, I would be touched by anyone who can truly say to me that the Lord has sent them.



	The sending is far more important than the calling. Until then, those called are in a time of preparation. The reason few are chosen, is because they have not made themselves ready after they were called to be with God in preparation. They are called to come to Him and be prepared by Him so that He can then send them forth.



	The word sent, or send in the New Testament is a powerful word. Jesus frequently said that His Father had Sent Him. The word in the Greek language, comes from the same word as apostle. Literally, it means to be sent forth as an apostle.



	Many in the harvest field have not been sent by God. They have gotten there by one way or another, but were not Divinely sent forth. Their eyes and ears had not been opened by God. Perhaps they had been called but certainly had not had the proper preparation to be sent forth.    Some of the finest men of God in church history did not go through formal seminary training, but they spent many hours with God till He made them ready and sent them forth.     



	The Holy Spirit sent forth Barnabas and Paul. Paul came through the university, but Barnabas sat at the feet of the apostles for eight years until He was ready. When the Holy Spirit sent Barnabas with Paul he was already advanced in his preparation till he was numbered among the teachers and prophets. Countless others, were sent forth by God unto the work for which He had called them. Moses, Exodus 3:12 And he said, and this shall be a token unto you, that I have sent you." Samuel, 1Samuel 15:1 "Samuel also said unto Saul, The Lord sent me to anoint you to be king over His people." Elijah, 2Kings 2:2 "Elijah said unto Elisha, Tarry here, I pray you; for the Lord has sent me to Bethel...  to Jericho, ... to Jordan." 	Isaiah, Isaiah 48:16 "... and now the Lord God, and his Spirit, has sent me." Jeremiah, Jeremiah 19:14 "Then Jeremiah came from Tophet, where the LORD had sent him to prophesy." John the Baptist, John 1:6, "There was a man sent from God, whose name was John." Apostles, Matthew 10:5 "These twelve Jesus sent forth." Paul and Barnabas, Acts 13:4 "So they, being sent forth by the Holy Ghost, departed unto Seleucia." 



Rare indeed was a young missionary, that came to work with us on the mission field of Argentina ready to go to work, but was like Ahimaaz in Old Testament times, who had a talent for running and insisted on running until finally his leader gave in and allow him to run. Sadly, he had nothing to say once he arrived, he had no true word for the waiting army when he arrived. He was ashamed before the King and was told to stand aside and let another give the message. We find this recorded in 2 Samuel 18 verses19-23 and 28-30, "Then Ahimaaz the son of Zadok said, 'Let me run now and take the news to the king, how the Lord has avenged him of his enemies.' And Joab said to him, 'You shall not take the news this day, for you shall take the news another day. But today you shall take no news, because the king's son is dead.' Then Joab said to the Cushite, 'Go, tell the king what you have seen.' So the Cushite bowed himself to Joab and ran. And Ahimaaz the son of Zadok said again to Joab, 'But whatever happens, please let me also run after the Cushite.' So Joab said, 'Why will you run, my son, since you have no news ready?' 'But whatever happens,' he said, 'let me run.' So he said to him, 'Run.' Then Ahimaaz ran by way of the plain, and outran the Cushite. So Ahimaaz called out and said to the king, 'All is well!' Then he bowed down with his face to the earth before the king, and said, 'Blessed be the Lord your God, who has delivered up the men who raised their hand against my lord the king!' The king said, "Is the young man Absalom safe?' Ahimaaz answered, 'When Joab sent the king's servant and me your servant, I saw a great tumult, but I did not know what it was about.' And the king said unto him, 'Turn aside, and stand here. And he turned aside and stood still."







	As a missionary for many years I have seen a lot of people in exactly the condition of young Ahimaaz. They see a lot going on - a great tumult - but they do not really know what is happening at all. Neither have their eyes nor their ears ever been opened. The only ones the Holy Spirit will send will be the ones who go through the preparation with Jesus by the help of the Spirit of Truth.



	There was a young woman who came to Argentina to be a missionary. She went to a town of her choice to open up a church and ere long realized she could accomplish nothing, so she became greatly discouraged. She came down to us and little by little made the discovery that she did not really know what the reality of divine appointment was all about. However, she stayed waiting on God until He began to train her. Little by little The Lord found a place for her and eventually sent her to Israel to do the work for which she had been chosen.    



	God does not call His laborers to Argentina, China, or Africa. He calls them unto Himself that they might be with Him. On the west coast of the U.S.A. there were some young folk that had been sent out by their organizers to other countries as teachers. They ranged from 19 to 25 years of age and considered themselves quite qualified to teach and indoctrinate the people in the mysteries of Christ. They were not willing to truly obey the call of God and go through the development of their lives and to sit at the feet of the Master Teacher. It was not long until most of them, when facing the difficulties of mission field living became much depressed and ere long left to go back home.



	Jesus knew His calling when He was 12 years old, yet He went back home to his parents and stayed there 18 more years, until His Father considered Him ready to sent Him forth. "What?" "Spend 18 years in a carpenter's shop getting ready?" youth will question? "No way! Jesus is coming soon! I can't waste time, I must get the world saved now." I have heard almost all of the arguments these young ones give, but in truth, they are not sent forth by God because they have not and will not truly obey the call of God.



	In Mark chapter 3 verses 14 and 15 it states, "And He ordained twelve, that they should be with Him, and that He might send them forth to preach, and to have power to heal sicknesses and to cast out devils." Not only preach, but Jesus added, "have power to heal sicknesses and cast out devils." In the book of Matthew chapter 10 verses 1 and 5 through 8, it is said of Jesus that: "When He had called His twelve disciples to Him, He gave them power against unclean spirits, to cast them out and to heal all manner of sickness and all manner of disease. These twelve Jesus sent forth and commanded them saying, 'Do not go into the way of the Gentiles and do not enter a city of the Samaritans, but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel and as you go, preach, saying, 'The kingdom of heaven is at hand.' Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils: freely ye have received, freely give.'" 



	The apostles were sent forth not only to preach, there was more to it. Peter did not say to the lame man and the gate of the Temple, "Hold still, wait until I go up to the upper room and get the other apostles and then we will all pray for you." Peter was equipped and ready right then and there. Neither did Peter and John go out looking for people to heal. Rather, they were sent and were under orders with their ears and eyes open waiting for further orders.    



	Working in Argentina, a Catholic land, we could have preached all day and it wouldn't have brought one soul to Christ. However, when they began to see the miraculous power of God,  they said, "This is different, this is a gospel we can receive." A Catholic priest came to the owners of the boxing arena where a crusade was being held and said to them, "Why did you let those protestant people come in here?" The owners replied, "Why shouldn't they be here, they paid the bill." "But", answer the priest, "We are the ones who blessed this place, these people are Protestants." The owners answered, "Look, Father, you have often told us about the power of God,  but these people come with it. We are seeing the miracles you told us about actually happening.    You told us about this and now we see those things happening therefore they must be right!" The priest could not answer them. He had the doctrine, but not the power or the reality of it.



What really changed Argentina was not the preaching, it was when they saw the tens of thousands of miracles. When they saw that they had to bring trucks to carry away the crutches and canes and trusses left behind. then they knew that they had a man sent from God.



	The pastor of a lovely church told of how he went to preach after he was called, but nothing happened. Finally, in his desperateness, he got down before God and sought Him until he had a mighty encounter with the Lord, who then commissioned him to go to San Jose, California. The very first day he ministered, wonderful things began to happen. God will undergird and enforce what He is going to do. He will confirm His Word, but He will not confirm the words of flesh.    



	People end up in serious problems doing things God didn't send them to do. A certain man determined to build a great church for God. He was a man with bright natural giftings, a winning personality, enthusiasm, and keen zeal. However, all he ended up building was a huge debt the poor people had to shoulder until they finally had to file for bankruptcy. This definitely was not a man sent from God.



	God does not send forth every man in the same way or for the same task. He sent Moses to work signs, wonders and bring His people out of Egypt. He sent Samuel to anoint David with oil for kingship. He sent Ezekiel to preach to a stubborn, rebellious nation and said, "They won't hear you." Whenever there is a sending, there is the empowering to fulfill that for which a man of God is sent.    



	In the testimony of Oral Roberts, he tells of how he turned away from ministry and took time out to be with Christ. Then, one day after many days of waiting before God, the orders came and he was sent by God back into his ministry. He had developed under his call and now was ready. He asked God for three confirmations: First, he wanted the meeting place to be filled with people the first service; Second, he wanted the new building paid for in the first offering, because he did not want to continue begging for money. Third, he wanted the people to know that God was with him, without him having to tell them. If not, he would go back to selling shoes. 



	With great trepidation he went to the first service, peeked from behind the door and discovered the place was packed out. Now, one of the confirmations was fulfilled. He took an offering and went no further in the service until it was counted and discovered that enough had come in to pay for the building, in just that one service. Now, a second confirmation was taken care of. Then he started to preach, but never got to the end of his sermon. People rushed to the front saying, "God's here, God's here." Now, all three confirmations had come in. They had a tremendous manifestation of the power of God in that meeting.    



	In the early 1960's when the Charismatic move was beginning, there was a meeting held in a very formal uncharismatic church in Massachusetts. A certain pastor invited me and a Puerto Rican woman to minister in that service. 



The service started at 7:30 PM, but the pastor had given his word to the people that he would not hold them past 9:00PM. The Puerto Rican woman testified how she was healed of cancer. It was a truly a lovely testimony, but she kept going and kept going. It got to be 8:30PM and there was only a half hour left. She was so enthused with what God had done for her, that she didn't stop. For a while I thought, "Good, I don't have to preach tonight." It always makes me relax and feel good when I can be relieved of the responsibility of preaching and someone else takes over." 



As I looked over that congregation I wondered if they knew anything about a move of the Holy Spirit. I prayed in my heart, "God, if You give me 25 minutes, I think we can break through the barriers of fear and You can do your work in that short time." 



To my amazement, that was not the case as she kept right on talking. Then I felt challenged again and prayed under my breath, "God, we can still do it with 20 minutes." However, she still kept on talking. Again I relaxed thinking I would not have to join in the fight, but I still could not get away from the challenge that in very little time, God could meet with that congregation. Finally, about 12 minutes to 9:00 PM, I whispered, "God, if you will give me just 10 minutes, I will take up that challenge." She stopped on the dot of 8:50PM. 



It didn't take 10 minutes, within 7 minutes, God was already moving. A visiting Methodist pastor that was in the congregation that night, suddenly jumped to his feet and came forward saying, "This man has been with the angels of God." He turned to me and said, "I want you to pray for me." As I leaped over the rail and started to pray, the Spirit of Prophecy came upon me. I opened my eyes and two more were kneeling waiting to be prayed for. I think we finally ended that meeting a little after midnight. There was a prophetic Word for everyone there; Most people did not go home until I we were through. The few that did leave, returned to the service again for prayer.    



	About five years later I went back to that town. My host said, "You won't recognize this place now. When I came forward to be prayed for that night, I said to myself, "If this is God, he will know what my real needs are." We needed money but no one knew that, because we were considered quite well off in the community. However, a series of unfortunate circumstances had put us in a real bind." To my astonishment, we were the only ones you prayed for and had a word concerning our economic needs." Neither the way we were dressed, nor the type of home we lived in, nor even our friends could have ever told you that we, of all people, had such a need. God worked a series of miracles for me and today a new charismatic church stands in this city because of that meeting."





	CHAPTER 12



HE APPOINTED ME A PROPHET

Ezekiel 2:3-5 " He said to me, 'Son of man, I send you to the children of Israel, to a rebellious nation that has rebelled against Me; They and their fathers have transgressed against Me, even to this very day. For they are impudent children, stiff-hearted and stubborn. I send you to them and you shall say to them, 'Thus says the Lord God.' As for them, whether they hear or whether they refuse—for they are a rebellious house—yet they will know that a prophet has been among them.'"



	"Yet they will know." It is sad to note that God said His chosen people, the Israelites, would realize or know that there had been a prophet among them, when it was too late. The warnings Ezekiel had given to them had definitely been from the mouth of God. Ezekiel truly had his ears opened in the vision that God had vouchsafed to him, yet in rebellion the Israelites had ignored and despised the warnings.



	There have been and still are many prophesies in the world, but most are pseudo-prophetic words that say the things the people want to hear. Warnings, wise instructions, reproof and other words of that nature do not fall well in the ears of the populace. Such words especially are very unwelcome when they truly come from the mouth of God through one of His true prophets.      



	While visiting Japan, almost every church I visited had received prophesies that revival was shortly going to begin in their very own church and reach all of Japan. I don't know how revival could actually begin in a hundred places at once. However, they believed it because visitors from many different lands had prophesied that very thing to them. Twenty five years have gone by and they are still waiting. I shared with them that when one is expecting a most welcome and important visitor the host always goes to much pains to make all in readiness of that visit. Revivals don't just happen, God does much pre-revival preparation before revival comes to a place.    



	In the book of Revelation, John, sent to the seven existing churches of that day the word God gave specifically to them. To five of those churches, Christ sent a message urging them to repent. He had found something seriously wrong that He wanted corrected. To only one He sent a message of comfort, because they were in persecution and to one other church was given some commendation when He said to them in Revelation chapter 3 verses 8 and 11, "I know your works: behold, I have set before you an open door and no man can shut it: for you have a little strength and have kept my word and you have not denied my name. Behold, I come quickly: hold fast that which you have, that no man take your crown."      



	A true prophet has heard God speak and will tell what God has said, regardless of whether the people want to hear it or not. For certain such a man of God will never be popular with the people. Jesus was most unpopular with the ruling class of the Jews at first and towards the last of His Ministry, He was unpopular with most of the populace.     



WHAT IS A PROPHET?

	There are three levels mentioned in the New Testament, regarding prophecy. In the first level all may prophesy one by one, this is written in 1Corinthians 14 verse 31, "For you may all prophesy one by one, that all may learn and all may be comforted." Then there is the gift of prophecy, this is written in 1Corinthians 12 and verse 10, "…To another prophecy." Then there is the prophet, this is written in 1Corinthians 12 verse 28, "And God has set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily prophets…" 



	Ezekiel was made a prophet and sent specifically as a prophet to the captive people of Israel in Babylon. It does not say that Ezekiel was to give them a prophesy, but that a prophet had been amongst them.     



	God has given to the church three office ministries. In the Old Testament God ordained the prophet, priest and king. These in turn correspond with the three office ministries in the new Testament, apostle is equal to the king; prophet is the same as prophet; teacher is the equivalent of the priests that taught the people. Throughout the whole Bible can be found these three distinct ministries that functioned first in the nation of Israel, then in the church. They represent Christ the priest, Christ the teacher, and Christ the prophet.     



	What is a prophet? In the old Testament the prophet was often called a seer. He was a man who had his eyes and his ears open to the realm of the spirit. He speaks what he hears God speak and declares it is actually what God said. A true prophet must have a hearing ear open to the voice of God. A false prophet will speak out of his own heart, having heard his own spirit speak.



	A true prophet is not scheduled for success. So often, we think that a true prophet should have great success. But, history and reality confirm just the opposite. Many prophets were killed and many were persecuted, for their words were not pleasant to the ears of the people. Success is not the criterion in the ministry of a true man of God.     



	It has been said that The master never promised success to His servants. He demands obedience, He expects faithfulness, but results are His concern, not ours and our reputation is of no consequence at all.



	Ezekiel was sent to a rebellious house. The carnal church has always been a rebellious house. If success is the criterion of a true man of God, then some of the greatest men of God were failures. Stephen was an apparent failure, yet full of the Holy Spirit and power. Paul we might say that in spite of persecution was at first quite successful, till later in life the Corinthian church rejected him and all the churches in Asia turned against him. Christ on the cross may have been seen as a failure in the eyes of the Jews. Jeremiah, Ezekiel and Zechariah fared no better and the greatest of all prophets, John the Baptist, was murdered by the king.      



	God is not obligated to confirm His servants, but He will confirm His Word; although He might wait two hundred or more years to do that. He did confirm His own Son by His works, but people still refused to believe. He again confirmed His Son when He rose from the grave, which the Jews even today refuse to accept as true.



	Christians will say to a prophet, "Well, it sounds plausible who knows if it is true or not,   after all there is no hurry as I am not ready to make drastic changes just yet. I am very comfortable now and feel secure, so I do not want to make any radical changes now."  



	Some people think that if a word is truly from God, it will just go right out now and accomplish what God intended it to do. It will accomplish what He said it would, but not necessarily today. Ezekiel lived 592 years before Christ, but some 2,400 years later, his words are still studied and loved by thousands, although he may have died in apparent defeat.     



	Jesus said, "He that has ears to hear, let him hear!" He spoke eternal truth about things that men did not like to hear. He disillusioned the religious illusions of His day. He contradicted the deceits of the religious leaders. However, men love illusion and hate to be disillusioned; and delight in deceits that favor their desires and will tolerate no contradiction of them. The great circus showmen, Barnum and Bailey, built their whole business on the fact that men love to be deceived. However, God hates deceit and illusion.   



	A prophet is one who hears God and dares to say what God says. He does not build people's illusions or cater to their cherished deceptions. When Paul needed to talk of his accomplishments, he said, "Let me talk like a fool." However, he did not feel he was talking like a fool when he spoke of glorying in the cross of Christ.



	The message that followed Ezekiel's vision was of much crying out against sin in high places. He spoke what he heard God say. He spoke against Jerusalem, its rulers, against wicked people, against pagans, against Babylon, against priests, and against pastors.     



	Judgment is not God wreaking vengeance. Judgment on a nation is because they have refused to let God save them from themselves and from the problems of their own making. Therefore, those foreseen results are catching up with them and God is refusing to intervene in order to impede their harvest of the unrighteousness that they had planted.     



	There was a certain pilot that did not land just right. He bounced hard and went back up high, then bounced again very hard, went back up high and then finally landed. Instead of writing it down as a hard landing, he down played it and wrote it down as a little rough landing in his report. They checked it and told him there was damage done to the engine mounts. He paid no attention, but flew it back to England. Upon close examination in England they found that of the three bolts that hold the engine to the fuselage, one was broken, one was cracked, and one was still holding. He lost his job right there. That was the last plane he flew. The Judgment of the company fell upon him not because the company did not like him, but because his deliberate errors caught up with him. Judgment is not a case of God's anger released but that the deliberate errors of life will catch up with human beings because they will not let God fix them.     



	If a person will not receive the truth because they do not want it, refusing to let people tell them about their errors and will not deal with their faults, then for sure these things are going to catch up with them.     



	God warns of trouble to come and calls for us to fix things. A true man of God will listen and deal with things that need fixing. A true Word of God will cut across illusions and call for repentance. God does not disillusion people just to make them feel bad, but because He wants to change things.



	A true  prophet will always say what God says, regardless of who it hurts or what the reactions will be. Jesus said, "Many shall strive to enter into that gate, and shall not enter therein." A good number of people will not enter into the narrow gate because they really do not want to hear the truth. If they did, it would make them realize that they were headed for the wrong gate.     



	There are false prophets as well as true ones. In Jeremiah's day there were many false prophets prophesying all kinds of good things. The people loved the false prophecies. Then, when Jeremiah prophesied the true word from God concerning coming judgment, the people were very angry and threw Jeremiah into a well.     



	Let us not be naïve in thinking that a lot of people want to hear God speak. According to the Bible, most people do not like it. God spoke to Ezekiel and said that He was sending him to a rebellious house, an impudent children,  whether they would hear or whether they would forbear, still, they would know there had been a prophet among them.











CHAPTER 13



	FEAR NOT

Ezekiel 2:6 "And you, son of man, be not afraid of them, neither be afraid of their words, though briers and thorns be with you and you dwell among scorpions: be not afraid of their words,   nor be dismayed at their looks, though they be a rebellious house."



	Ezekiel would learn three things under the training that God intended to give him, as it was imperative that he be taught obedience, be fearless of people and be determined to speak the word of the Lord in spite of persecution.     

 

	First, the Lord would deal with Ezekiel's apprehension and fears until he would become fearless of the people's words, threats or looks. The wise king in the book of Proverbs chapter 29 and verse 25 wrote, "The fear of man brings a snare." Fear has trapped and crippled many a minister of the Gospel and made them weak in their service for God. They have recoiled from the cutting words people have spoken and the evil, menacing looks with which they have threatened.



	A prophet cannot speak the truth of God to a people until he no longer is subject to the fears of man. He must not withhold the true word of God from a people for fear of what they might do, or how they may react, or even what they might think of him. James, the brother of Jesus wrote of the danger of allowing the fear of man to dictate the inferior way a poor person is treated versus the way a rich man is treated in the church. Just because the rich man might put a big check in the offering doesn't mean the poor man should be treated in a lesser way.

 

"DO NOT BE AFRAID OF THEIR WORDS".

	Even if they tear you in pieces with their words, or it seems as though you have been thrashed with thorn bushes, you still must not be afraid of their words." The prophet Jeremiah, out of sad experience wrote in Jeremiah chapter 18 and verse 18, "Then said they, 'Come and let us devise devices against Jeremiah; Come and let us smite him with the tongue and let us not give heed to any of his words.'"      



	One encouraging thing that comes out of such beatings is that once the seasoned gossipers, scandalmongers and slanderers have done their work on a man or woman of God, making them bear the scars of their thorns and briars, then the rest of the inexperienced people can say nothing to hurt any more. The scars have lost all sensitivity to pain. Such treatment will teach a man or woman of God not to be afraid of people or what they will say, think or even do.     



	Many ministers have been intimidated from delivering the whole truth in love by what people will think or say. When the devil whispers, "If you say what you are about to say, then Mr. so and so will surely think such and such against you," be assured that he is speaking a fact because that same devil will go to that person and plant those exact words and thought in his mind.     



	God was saying to Ezekiel in effect, "I am going to teach you to say what I tell you and not be afraid to declare it. The people may get angry, they may spit on you, malign you and try to destroy you if possible, nevertheless, you are not going to hesitate because you are going to love doing My will more than you will be afraid to irritate them by My words."



	How many times people have refrained from giving their testimonies because they were frightened and intimidated by people and their opinions. Such fears will ruin any effective testimony for God.



	When analyzed, the fear of man is based in pride. People want others to think well of them and desire their good will. If a person does a good job, they want others to take notice of what a good job they have done and even congratulate them. However, it is a universal truth that if one speaks the truth, even in love, he will become unpopular very quickly.     



	Imagine how unpopular John the apostle was the next time he visited the church in Smyrna after he wrote the book of Revelation. He had written that they had a Jezebel spirit teaching immorality and fornication in their midst. For certain the welcoming committee in Smyrna would be very small and without welcoming smiles on their faces. Instead, they probably showed up with scowls and frowns. I am sure they were angry and feared when they heard John was coming. When a person shares truthfully what God gives for them to speak, they will be feared and soundly criticized behind their back. Therefore, it is imperative that God teach His prophet to lose his fear of man. God Himself will teach him to lose that fear and how will He teach him? With the wise use of briars, thorns and scorpions. Then, he will be far more respectful of God than fearful of men.



	In Hebrews chapter 12 and verse 6 it states: "And ye have forgotten the exhortation which speaks unto you as unto children, 'My son, despise not the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when you are rebuked of Him:' for whom the Lord loves He chastens and scourges every son whom He receives."



	In Acts chapter 14 verse 22, we read, "Confirming the souls of the disciples and exhorting them to continue in the faith and that we must through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God." Also in II Timothy 2 verse 12 we read, "If we suffer with Him, we shall also reign with Him..."



BRIARS AND THORNS

	A man or woman taught by God will find that there will be a time when briars, thorns and scorpions will accompany their life; However, they will not be afraid, because they are going to be taught of God who always teaches as a loving Father and whose chastisement always bring them closer to Himself. He is a Father who teaches in infinite wisdom and chastises in infinite love. Ezekiel, the man of God in the making is going to be thoroughly taught such compassion and  love that he will never let the fear of man destroy the exceeding beautiful relationship with his Father that he has been given.     



	God will teach the value and the wisdom of obedience. In Hebrews chapter 2 and verse 10 it is written concerning Jesus, "For it became Him, for whom are all things and by Whom are all things, in bringing many sons unto glory, to make the captain of their salvation perfect through sufferings." Again, in Hebrews 5:8,9 "Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things which he suffered and being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him." Jesus did not learn obedience from the things He enjoyed, but rather by the things which he suffered. Pain, sorrow and betrayal will be frequent fellow travelers in the life of a follower of the Lamb. 



Little children must learn many things by experiences that are painful. They do not yet have the power of balancing, judging and understanding things by words only, regardless of how lovingly they are spoken. If little ones do not discover when they are children that disobedience equals pain, then they will find out when they are grown up that there is much greater pain.



	In fact some men or women of God to be, who don't know it yet, find themselves tightly encaged when they have yielded to evil in one way or another. Many such ones never discover Christ and His redeeming power until they find themselves in the weary, merciless confines of a jail cell, or languishing on a bed of pain in a hospital. I have heard many strange testimonies about how the Good Shepherd found His lost ones in the most hazardous circumstances. Though they knew it not, they were under the chastising of a merciful Father who was seeking to bring them unto Himself. 



EDUCATED BY PAIN

	It is always tragic and dangerous when a child is born without the ability to sense pain, as occasionally happens. Such a child must be extremely protected throughout its usually short life.     He can be burned, injured or extremely ill and never be aware that anything is amiss.     



	Pain is a faithful teacher. It begins to teach carefulness and wisdom even before the child is old enough to walk. Just one time bumping down a set of stairs, greatly stimulates the learning process and teach them to carefully hang on to the banister the next time they assail that passage.     



	God uses pain to help His trainees to put it all together and understand things better. He teaches each one individually according to his unique personal make up. He does not teach everyone the same way as if they were robots or mere machines going through a factory. He teaches strictly according to the individuals state of development and according to God's plan for their life.     



	David expressed in Psalm chapter 23 and verse 4, "I will fear no evil: for You are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me." He counted on the rod in the shepherd's hand to keep his sheep on the straight and narrow path that leads to safety and health.        



	As the instruction received through pain is true in the natural world, it is equally true in the spiritual world. It's as if God were saying, "I'm going to teach you, Ezekiel, with pain and sorrows, which are as briars and thorns." 



	Jesus was called the Man of Sorrows. Any person in the training school designed to make a Man or woman of God is going to know what sorrows and grief is all about. Only with such training will they have developed sufficient compassion to be a true minister of divine love. Only then can they truly identify with people in need. Paul wrote one of his prayers in the book of Philippians chapter 3and verse 10: "That I may know Him and the fellowship of His sufferings."     



	God will dig wells of compassion through the hard crust of granite that surrounds and defends the human heart. In order to do so, He must use the sharp tools of pain, sorrow and persecution, which are sharper and harder than the thorns of rejection and injustice. With relentless pounding and battering of the mallet of persecution, the Divine well-driller will dig deep into the heart to open profound wells of compassion, of empathy and grace.



	It was Jesus, the man of Sorrows and acquainted with grief, that had compassion on the weary multitude and said, "They need not depart, you give them to eat," The disciples wanted to send the multitude home but Jesus said that He had compassion of them and would feed them before they left. 



	Until wells of compassion are dug open in a human heart, humans is mostly selfish and uncaring. Many do not even know how to help or care for another and are not even concerned about that lack. The granite wall of selfishness that surrounds the human heart has never been perforated, so it cares only for its own comfort or good, it has no eye to see the need of a neighbor and no open ear to hear his cry.     



	The life and work of Isaac, the son of Abraham, who was a type of Jesus, was reopening the wells his father Abraham had dug some time before; wells that were now filled with rubbish. He and his servants also dug new wells to bless the land. This 'well digging' was symbolic of one of the works of Christ in His church, which is to open and reopen the wells of caring and compassion in the lives of His followers.     



THE FAILED VIOLINIST

	There is a story told of a young violinist. He was an extremely accomplished English youth who was finishing his education in Germany. In that German town lived a world famous, but retired, violinist. This famous musician possessed one of the rare Stradivarius violin which is so prized in the world. He dearly loved this violin and played it often for his own pleasure. However, he never allowed one of his pupils to ever touch the rare precious instrument.     



	He taught the young violinist for several years but more and more he became deeply disappointed with the young man's development. One day he said to his pupil. "I have taught you everything I can, I have nothing more to give you. However, know that you will never become a violinist. Go on home now, I will teach you no longer."



	Now it so happened that the young musician was desperately in love with the young lady he adored. Although he was a perfectionist, nevertheless he made a very serious mistake and covered it with a falsehood. Eventually the young lady found out about it and despised him for that cowardly lie and thrust him out of her life completely and ran away to another city. That young man collapsed, it was the same week his master told him to go home, because he would never become a great musician. Devastated he walked the German hills in pain and sorrow, without finding respite for his broken heart. He did not even play his violin for several months.     



	Finally, he returned to his house and sought to find solace in music again. He picked up his violin, tuned it and began to run his bow over the strings as he fingered a melody that flowed from the grief and despair of his own heart. For several hours he played out the tunes of his grief, his sorrow and his devastation. By chance his old violin teacher walked by his house and heard the music proceeding from inside. He stopped to listen and was utterly astounded. He could hardly believe his ears. Then the old violinist ran home, snatched up his beautiful Stradivarius violin that he had never let the young man play and in a fever of amazement, he charged with emotion to the young man's house.     



	"Here, he shouted, take this," as he thrust the precious violin into the youths hands.     "Here, Play my violin. At last you have learned to play. But tell me, what happened? Where have you been, who has taught you?"



	Before his tragedy the young man had already acquired wonderful technique. However, his music was cold, empty, superficial, mechanical and out of touch with reality. It was only after his heart was broken and his high musical pride humbled, that he could become a true musician.     



	If in the world of true art and beauty there is the need of the tutoring of the briars and thorns, how much more is it true of heavenly things? How can the love and redemption which flowed from the cross through the broken heart of the Eternal Son, flow through a heart that has never been hurt or broken? 



	Another tool that God told Ezekiel that He would use to teach him was the scorpion.     The scorpion's sting is far worse than the sting of briars and thorns. It is written that God chastises his children when they need it but it is also written that every son that He receives He scourges. The old Roman scourge was so severe that many died under its lashes. Made with nine strips of bullock hide and with bits of metal or bone tied in each strip. These would imbed themselves in the flesh and literally tear out bits of flesh in every lash.     



	The scourge of betrayal, rejection, scorn and blatant injustice can tear a heart and spirit into shreds and pieces. When one who is deeply loved turns and betrays, that is a poison that stings like a scorpion bite. When all that has been built with hard labor and sacrifice lies in unrecoverable ruins, that stings like the bite of a scorpion. When all the hopes and dreams for the future, lie in ashes at ones feet, then is known the fiery poison of the scorpion.     



	It is also good to know that when the Heavenly Father wounds He also heals. He pours in the oil and the wine. It is written that every one that touched Him was healed. The healing He gives is so complete, that there remains not even the scars of the wounds.



	"Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life," wrote David in the 23rd Psalm. Pain and sorrow may follow us down through the years, but they are not alone, for they are always accompanied by the lovely graces of goodness and mercy.     



	God knows that a true prophet will be known by the tears that oft run down his face.     An old grey haired pastor-professor frequently said to his seminary students, "Never preach on sin, hell or judgment, without tears running down your face."



Jeremiah prophesied many terrible and judgmental things to the people of Israel, but he had a river of tears running down his cheeks as he spoke them. He is still called the weeping prophet. To this day he is quoted in many sermons, but with tearless eyes and stony hearts of judgment. It takes pain, sorrow and scorpions for God to teach his ministers so that His message will be given in such a way, that it will reach deep into the heart of the hearer and turn them back to their grieving Father.     









	CHAPTER 14



HE WARNED ME

Ezekiel 2:7: "And you shall speak my words unto them, whether they will hear, or whether they will forbear: for they are most rebellious. But you, son of man, hear what I say to you; Be not rebellious like that rebellious house: open your mouth, and eat what I give you."     



	In spite of the fact that Ezekiel was being transformed into a man of God and a mighty prophet, he was still human and God needed to give him this warning. He had not yet become so spiritual that he could not fall into depression and rebellion. Saint Paul realized that and spoke of it when he wrote to the Corinthian church in 1Corinthians 9:27 "But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway." (Greek word for 'castaway' is translated as 'rejected').     



	There are ministers that have had wonderful ministries but then end up in a time of shame and defeat, because they heeded not the warning and began to walk as if they were impervious to the weaknesses of others. Those that are the most safe from falling are those that take heed to the warnings God gives. The ones that feel secure and become overly secure are the ones that enter into a dangerous position.     



	Because we are living in this world of sin in the flesh of humanity, God extends the warnings. It is well to take heed to His warnings, they are not only given to those living outside the church or to that young man or young woman that is not living quite like you think he ought.     Just take the warning home and put it on the mantel where it can be seen often. It wasn't above the prophet Ezekiel to be warned. He needed that warning.



	Sin is contagious. In the eyes of God there are many things that still very much displease Him. The moral and mental concepts and philosophies of life have been thoroughly contaminated by sin and there are standards that are acceptable to society that nevertheless are quite unacceptable  to God.     



	In the year 1932 a certain church excommunicated a man and woman because one was divorced and one was not when they married. That was a day when divorces were so out of kilter with the morals of society that it just could not to be tolerated. That pastor was not censured for this action neither by the church members nor by the town community. However, such action would be absolutely contemned and repudiated if a pastor did such a thing now days, at the end of the twentieth century and beginning of the twenty first century.



		There has been such changes of social morals and popular unconventional philosophies, that people hardly know where to draw proper lines of behavior anymore, or at what point to say, "This is right and that is wrong." Therefore it has become easy for true liberty to become licentiousness.     



	Some members of a certain church were talking recently and told how their pastor had been living flagrantly immoral in his private life, but they loved him and were willing to go on with him in spite of it all. After all, they said, "He is such a dear man and they must learn to overlook such unimportant things." However, the real question remains unanswered by them and that is, "How much will God tolerate?"



	A strong warning was given to Ezekiel. God said, "Do not be like them. Do not be like that rebellious house." The Lord was referring to a rebellion that was against the known will and word that He has communicated.     



	There are two types of rebellion. First, there is the deep state of rebellion in the heart also  referred to as 'the great transgression.' David the psalmist writes of this in Psalm 19 and verse13:     "Keep back Your servant also from presumptuous sins; let them not have dominion over me: then shall I be upright, and I shall be innocent from the great transgression." This is a rebellion that lies deep within the heart. It is a will set against God and His righteousness. That state of rebellion will inevitably lead to the great transgression. Secondly, there are the transient rebellions that arise because it is too hard to surrender immediately to them. This is a passing attitude and has to do with a specific act or place or deed, etc. 

 

	Rebellion is a very interesting word. It comes from the Hebrew word 'Marad' which means bitterness. It is often translated either way. Those two states of heart are closely allied. The Greek word for rebellion is 'Pikria' which also means the same thing. This word is used in the book of Hebrews chapter 12verse 15: "Looking diligently lest any man fail of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up trouble you, and thereby many be defiled."     



	Bitterness is extremely contagious it is easy for the soul to move from bitterness to rebellion when there it becomes bitter. When there is a root of bitterness, there will also be the fruit of bitterness which is rebellion against God in some form or another. The fruit of bitterness will also show itself as self-pity where the soul is saying, "I don't like what God is taking me through and I don't like His dealings. I don't like His chastening, I don't like His ways, I don't like the way God allows other people to treat me and I feel grieved and sorry for myself."



	God had already fore-warned Ezekiel and told him that briars and thorns would be his portion but He added, "Do not be like that rebellious house." If God finds it necessary to take a person through such experiences, do not let them build within you a root of bitterness. Bitterness and rebellion are closely allied; they work together.     



	Rebellion is the will of man set in opposition, to someone or something. It is a will set in its own ways and against the ways of God, then bitterness enters into the emotions and creates attitudes set in opposition towards God. Rebellion then moves into the emotional life and makes way for anger and hatred.     



	"Ezekiel, do not become like that bitter rebellious house." It's as if God were saying, "You are going to go through many hard things in your time of captivity. Your life is not going to be something nice without any troubles, but do not let that affect your spirit."      



	The prophet Malachi warns, "Take heed to your spirit." The root of bitterness can be rooted so deep down inside that one can still smile on the outside. It doesn't necessarily mean that it has progressed so far that a person becomes embittered in the outward life as well as in the inward heart. However, inside there can dwell deep self-pity. Resentment and the whining whys, show themselves like an infestation of polluting vermin in the soul. Why can't I do this, go there, have that or why can't I be like so-and-so; and why must I have to suffer these things?



	God faithfully warned His prophet because he foresaw the need. Some folk get along very nicely with God when things go well but when things begin to go contrary and problems arise in life, then resentments begin to show and grow. However, God had already warned Ezekiel that he would not be given an easy life in captivity. He would be given to live through problems, sorrows and affliction after affliction. It was as though God was saying, "I don't want you getting like they are. I want you to keep your spirit clean. I want you to keep out of rebellion. Keep your spirit sweet and in faith and in love. I don't want a bitter prophet." 



	Difficulties in the world may produce bitterness, however, the pathway through the thorns and briars when walked with Christ will produce the sweetness of compassion. Briars and thorns, pains and sorrows, are the only sharp strong tools that can dig the well of the living waters of compassion. Paul in 1Corinthians chapter 13 verse13 writes, "Now abides faith hope and love, these three; but the greatest of these is love." Those three, faith hope and love, will be ever present companions sent by Christ who will hold the hand of his prophet, massage his heart and assuage his mind while the briars, thorns and scorpions wound and beat on the flesh. And those three seraphic companions will be great helps in keeping rebellion away from the heart.



	I have often heard prophets prophesy out of the bitterness of their own soul. There is a negative ring to their words and a stinging lash flows through their lips. True men and women of God are going to be bearers of the wonderful message of the life and truth of the living Gospel, therefore, it will not help much to witness for God out of one side of the mouth and then murmur and complain about everything out of the other side. The very message of the Gospel is a message of hope and love.



	Rebellion and bitterness can hide themselves in the heart when things go well. It is then that a person can say, "Well, God's warning surely is not for me, because I am just not that kind of person. Everything's fine with me. Praise God, I'm free from all that." However, let the years of famine come, then see how the heart responds. Then, the lean years of trouble will utterly consume the lush years of a tranquil and easy ride through life. Let things begin to go totally wrong. Let life go down a road that is not of their choosing. A road that leads through the briar patch and through the thorn bushes. If God's warnings have gone un-heeded, that person will find himself or herself, joined to the rebellious house of Israel.



	So often a religious person of thirty or forty years experience will be found to be a bitter and chronically complaining person. It may be nice to meet them in church when they have that sweet smile on and say, "God bless you, brother," but beware of the bitter tongue residing in their mouth. Although they may have been saints in the making it seems that somehow they fell off the conveyor belt in the saint factory.



	In contrast what a delight it is to meet those who have truly walked with God. They are ever a delight to be around. There was a certain aged English brother, a true prophet of God, who possessed a keen sense of English humor. There was a sweetness and a grace upon him that made him a delight to all. His ministry was ever a delight to hear. His favorite text book was the book of Psalms. He was forever plucking golden nuggets from its pages and sharing them with his audience.



	Those that God is making into one of His chosen vessels, definitely need to heed this warning more than they might think or understand their need of it. Life is not going to permit everything to be the way that pleases their tastes. There is going to be many things happening that are very unpleasant and painful. Therefore they must be ever on the alert lest bitterness, or rebellion find root in their harrowed soil.     



	Although God foretells that His sons will have to pass through many difficult times, He does not tell what those experiences are going to be or where and when it's going to take place. It is enough to know that thorns and briars and even scorpions will definitely be in the portion of life that the man or woman of God will have to traverse.     



	When a life is surrendered to God, it gives God permission to go to work in producing His purposed will in it. He then takes the clay out of the quarry and puts it in the potter's house and there goes to work. The potter proceeds to roughly pound and pummel the moist clay. He kneads the clay to extract all the debris and air pockets out of it. He will take it up and slap it down on the board as hard as he can. Then punch it around awhile, pick it up and then slap it down again as hard as he can. It is an amazing experience. One minute the clay is lifted up on high in the hands of the potter. At that point everything is so exciting and wonderful, but the next minute, wham! One might ask, "What on earth is happening?" It is the process of cleansing and preparing the clay for its final purpose.



	It is truly a marvelous thing for God to take a very small piece of Adam and make a little piece of God out of it. To take a son of Adam and transform him into a son of God takes more than a wave of some magic wand.      



	God works through the happenings of daily life to do His work. Here a little, there a little.     God does not do His great transformation instantly, for such is not His way. If He did, then His work would instantly violate the right of choice.     



	Throughout all the experiences that saint Paul passed through, he never ceased to be Paul of Tarsus. John the beloved, the great revelator became a seer of high magnitude but never ceased to be John. So much so that he is recognized as the author of his books whether he ever signed his works or not. Ezekiel himself became a mighty prophet and seer of God but was never changed into a Jeremiah, a Micah, or some new Isaiah. When God works on a person, they never lose their identity or become somebody else. Though they stay the same person, yet at the same time they are mysteriously and utterly changed.     



	Ezekiel needed the warnings or God would not have given them to him. Rebellion hinders and delays the workings of God in a life. It is as if the potter found some strange substance in the clay while in His hand. Obviously he must immediately stop his pottering and proceed to find a way to extract that strange substance, before he can continue his work on the wheel.     

 

	God was basically saying, "Israel is a rebellious house, do not be like them. Let me work with you the way I know best and do not let bitterness lead you into rebellion. Trust me and keep a right attitude while I am at work. Even if I seem to wreck your life and to all appearances even spoil your home, you must be able to still get up and through your tears still sing, 'Praise God from Whom all Blessing Flow.'"





CHAPTER 15



EAT THE ROLL, THEN GO SPEAK

Ezekiel 3:1-4 "Moreover He said to me, Son of man, eat what you find; eat this roll and go speak to the house of Israel. So I opened my mouth and He caused me to eat that roll and said to me, 'Son of man, cause your belly to eat, and fill your bowels with this roll that I give you.' Then did I eat it and it was in my mouth as honey for sweetness and He said to me, 'Son of man, go to the house of Israel and speak to them with My words.'"     



	 God basically told Ezekiel to eat what he found written in this roll. In other words, let it become a part of your very being. He was not ordered to quickly read it through and do a cram course on its content. Furthermore, he was told to eat the whole roll, not just part of it. He was to open his mouth and get the whole roll down. Many people have eaten parts of it, chiefly the parts that appeal to their appetite or the parts that they like. Ezekiel already had his ears open and could hear God speak. Now he was told to get his mouth open, not for the purpose of doing a lot of talking, but just to do some eating.    



	The roll represents the written word of God. No man of God can never consume too much of the word of God. The Moravians, those Godly men of yesteryear, under whose ministry John Wesley, the curate, was converted, required of their pastors that they must be thoroughly acquainted with the Bible in their own language equal to a walking concordance. Then they were required to also be well thoroughly acquainted with it in the Greek and Hebrew languages before they could be considered even a novice minister of the gospel.



	Many errors arise in Christendom because people pick out certain things in a few select isolated texts in the Bible. Biblical passages that confirmed what they believed was God's revelation to them, but they have never eaten the whole roll. They have not understood that it is written in this roll by the psalmist that in the volume of the book it is written of Jesus, not on just a page or two, or a few select passages. Again in Hebrews chapter 10 verse 7 it also states: "Then said I, Lo, I come (in the volume of the book it is written of me,) to do thy will, O God."     

  

	It takes the whole volume of the roll to completely unfold the revelation of God to man. Then the many faceted truths in the great roll must be put together in holy wisdom in order to define the whole Gospel of Christ. The man of God must have a thorough knowledge of the whole Bible to avoid satanic deceptions and foolish errors of novice teachers. John 17:17 states: "Sanctify them through Your truth: Your word is truth."     



	I have talked to former bible school and seminary students who were confused and bitter because God had not put them into fine churches as pastors, or made them a sought after teacher. One of the questions I have often asked such ones was: "Have you ever read the bible through from cover to cover at least one time?" Amazing as it may seem, less than one tenth of those I asked could answer that they had. Why should God have put them in a place of authority, if they had not consumed enough of that roll to be knowledgeable in God's work?    



	To eat the roll means the whole book must be assimilated into the very mind, soul, heart, and spirit as much as food is digested and is absorbed and integrated into the whole body to nourish and give it life. So also Ezekiel, the word of God had to become an integral part of every portion of his inner life.     



	When Ezekiel began to eat the roll, he found it was composed not only of delectable promises sweet to the taste, but also with warnings, instructions, commandments, lamentations and a history of the heartache and sorrows incurred by men's disobedience. It was written within and without which means that it is written for the inner man and for the outer life of man.    Lamentation, commandments, and warnings are the parts that are hard to swallow down. Many children of God like to nibble on pleasant Psalms 23 or Psalm 91 and draw sweet promises from the promise box every morning, or even hunt through the roll until they can find a palatable portion that can be eaten in comfort.



EAT BEFORE SPEAKING

	Then God said, "Eat this roll and go speak to the house of Israel." God's man is not ready to speak to anyone concerning the word of God until he has eaten the roll and its contents have become an integral part of him. The man of God must have God's word forming a part of his very life and mind. Then, and then only, will the Spirit even consider sending that person forth to minister to the sheep of the Lord's pasture.  



	A student of medicine must completely finish his studies and then stand before the medical examiners of the state board of medicine and pass that rigorous exam before he is ready to even enter into his internship. If a recently graduated medical student could not pass that exam it would be a travesty of medicine if he were allowed the operating room to perform surgery.    



	What if the graduate students of the bible seminaries had to sit before a board of examiners of seasoned ministers and be thoroughly examined on how well they knew the roll, as was the practice of the godly Moravians whose spiritual influence has covered the earth. I wonder sometimes how much of the roll ever really got inside the skin of some preachers I have listened to.    I would hate to have such an amateur physician practicing on the spiritual body of one of my loved ones. I have walked out in grief more than once from erroneous teaching proclaimed as the truth of God by men who had never eaten the entire roll. Eat it until you know what it is all about and it becomes a part of you. 



Ezekiel had to become personally acquainted with lamentation, mourning, woe and the promised judgments, as well as the glorious promises of pardoning grace, the cross of mercy and redeeming love. They all must become an essential part in order to understand God, human life and redeeming hope. 



Immeasurable tears shed in lamentation and woe were to be assimilated into the understanding and heart Ezekiel, because only then, he was to speak to God's people. He no doubt grieved and wept before his God saying things like, "Oh, Jehovah, God of Israel, it is true then that these people are going to have to receive and live through the prophetic words that You have given me to proclaim to them."



IT'S THE PROPHET NOT THE PEOPLE

	A certain pastor said, "Our church is going through a very dry time, we are waiting for a visitation from God." He was putting the responsibility of dryness on God and the people. But that is not the way it really is. The responsibility is first upon the shoulders of the God of Israel who in His displeasure has dried up the wells of living waster. Then the responsibility is on the shoulders of the minister who has not ascertained the spiritual sickness of the flock nor sought for the remedy that is written in the roll for their healing and restoration.    



	It was given to the sons of Aaron the high priest, to have the responsibility of the oil (that means the anointing oil) and the responsibility of the charge of the oil for the lamps (the spiritual illumination in the darkness). The prophet does not look at how hard and sick the people are.    Instead he lies on his face and lets the lament and grief of God enter into his soul. Then he will find to his amazement that somewhere in the roll, are written the secrets for the release of the living waters, then rivers will begin to flow in the wasteland of his people.    



SPIRITUAL LEADERS

	Leadership is not supposed to come from the people. Whoever takes the place of spiritual leadership must be able to empathize and identify with the hurts, the sorrows and the wounding of God's people. He must be prepared to pour in the oil and the wine, give them the milk of the word,   encourage them and help them find their way to the living streams of God.    



	Dr. Charles Price, a man of God in his day, was given much faith for the sick and wounded people of God. Countless thousands of people were healed of every disease imaginable as He proclaimed the Roll unto the people. Outstanding miracles took place in his crusades in many cities of various countries in the world. 



When I was a fledgling student, Dr. Charles Price was well along in years. I had the opportunity of speaking with him one day and I said, "Dr. Price, what joy it must have given you to see crippled and paralyzed people get out of their wheel chairs and the lame throw down their crutches. What deep ecstasy must have filled your heart when you saw blind eyes open and heard the joyful screams as they shouted, "I can see, I can see. "It must have made you so glad to watch the amazed looks and radiant faces on the people whose ears were just opened and began to hear sounds of music for the first time. What deep satisfaction must have flooded your being when you would return to your hotel at night with those wonderful memories filling your mind." But to my amazement, he answered me, "No, son, that's not the way it was." Tears began to roll down his dear old face, he continued, "I would go back to my hotel room and weep my heart out for those countless hurting people who came to the meeting, but were not healed. They went home disappointed, confused, frustrated and still sick and hurting." This is the way it really is to the man who has eaten the roll. 



The man whose eyes were opened, saw visions of God and whose ears heard the grieving voice of the Savior. I was young then and I didn't really understand him but years later I began to understand. There has to be an empathy, a deep flow of divine compassion. There has to be the deep inner breaking so that compassion from the divine Heart can flow through unhindered to the poor and needy.    



	One night I was holding a healing campaign and it was getting very late. It was past 2:00 a.m. and the line was still stretched way out to the back of the arena. Feeling tired; I said to myself, "I know I'm certainly not the healer, God is. He is doing some marvelous works of healings here tonight. I am not going to take so long praying and dealing with each one of them. I am not going to identify so much. I will just say a brief prayer for them and hurry and get this line out of here." 



	The next person in line was a mother with a very sick baby boy in her arms. I put my hand on the child's head and prayed briefly, "In the name of Jesus be healed, amen." I called out to the people in line and said, " Next?" At that very moment, God stopped me and spoke to me saying, "Is that the way you would have prayed, if it had been your little boy?" In shame and repentance I had to stop the line and call that mother back with her baby. This time I identified with her pain and need as if it was my own little one. I must admit that I prayed a far different prayer. The graces of God cannot be dispensed like some ordinary commodity. The man of God must be deeply and personally involved. He must eat the roll with all its lamentations and woes.    	

BRIARS AND THORNS

	The man God has prepared with briars and thorns will not minister to a hurting heart with a superficial, "God bless you." Their hurt will come to be his hurt. The tears of empathy and of compassion will identify him with the needy and grief will make tender his heart.    



	When  man or woman of God lays their hands on a sick or troubled person, they are saying by that act, "I identify with you. I and your need are one. I accept your problem as my problem and I pray for your pain as though it was my very own." His prayer will not be a quick professional prayer out of the prayer book, but will be a deep heart-felt cry for mercy.



	Young Joseph, who later became the apostle Barnabas, was evidently a man prepared by God. Out of a heart acquainted with sorrow and pain Joseph drew the fresh waters of compassion   bringing much help, comfort and consolation to many people. This practice and attitude became so noticeable that the apostles in Jerusalem changed his name to 'Bar-Nabas,' which means son of consolation. It is no wonder that only a few years later we find him named as one of the apostles, the companion of Paul.



	To eat the roll, meant Ezekiel had to find the lamentation, find the mourning, find the woe, find causes and find answers for the judgments prophesied over the land. Many ministers wonder why God does not bless their ministry. It is because they have never identified with the lamentations and the mourning and the woe of those belonging to their ministry. They have never hidden away to eat the roll, never cried their eyes out till they were dry and burning and only then, gone to speak to His people. They have never discovered the secrets reasons and answers hidden deep within the roll of the Book.



	Preparation for the ministry and the work of God is taken very lightly by some; but a prophet is made by God with briars and thorns. He must eat the roll, digest it and hear the commands of God saying, "It must become a part of you; come join Me and let us weep together over the sins and hurts of My people." 



	Jesus identified with Mary and Martha and wept with them. Although He knew things were going to become glorious a few minutes later, He did not say, "I will rejoice in My faith while you weep." He wept with them in their pain. We find Jesus weeping again, this time over Jerusalem. He was already embracing beforehand the feelings of woe, sorrow, pain and grief; as well as the enormous loss, for the tragedy and terrible destruction that was to come in a few years upon that city.

 

	The prophets of God wept over the things that they had to prophesy. They did not stand on a pedestal of mighty 'holier than thou' saying, "You poor sinners, you're going to suffer. I tell you there's going to come a great persecution, you will be wiped out, your children will be dashed in pieces and my prophecy will be vindicated. Hallelujah, Praise God!" No! Oh no! That is not the attitude with which they prophesied.



	There was a poignant cry in their hearts, a lament in their voice when they prophesied to their people. They had identified, they had eaten the roll and they cared. A true man or woman of God cannot carry the Gospel message of the Cross without identifying with the hurts, pains, sorrows, afflictions and even the judgments over the people. How would it be possible to minister that which flows through the broken heart of Christ if the messenger's heart is not broken? The divine flow of compassion will stop at the unbroken heart, as surely as if it were a big dam that shut off its flow of mercy. It is only the ministry of the truly caring hearts that can bring mercy to the poor and needy.



	To be a mouthpiece of God, it is necessary to know what it is to be identified with Christ and His cross. In this roll or Book are many pages that tell about the crucifixion of Jesus the Christ. That too, must be eaten, digested and become a personal part of their very being.



	When a minister eats the pages that tell of the awful mystery of the crucifixion, his heart will become strangely moved and broken. It is a most sacred bitter-sweet story of awful Judgment. It is like standing before the burning bush and hear the command, "Take off your shoes." There on the cross, God exposed His very heart to man and there on that page there is not only mourning, lamentation and woe of awful judgment, but there also is a melting wonder of manifested mercy and the sweetness of redeeming grace that defies all description.    



NOW GO

In Ezekiel chapter 3 and verse 4 we read: "Then He said to me, 'Son of man, go to the house of Israel and speak with My words to them.'" Bottom line, God was saying to Ezekiel, "Now that you have eaten the roll, do not start composing essays or fantastic sermons. You must go to My house and speak My words unto them. Speak only what I tell you to speak and what I put into your heart and lips. That is what I want you to do."    



	I had gone to seminary in my earlier years and had studied to get my degrees, so I knew the laws of homiletics and public speaking, but after an encounter I had with the Lord, He would never let me work out a sermon ahead of time. Many times the Holy Spirit would not give me His message until I had already started speaking and I did not know what I was going to be saying. If He gave me to know ahead of time, it would only be a few minutes in advance. After a couple of years I asked the Lord about this and He answered me was, "I cannot trust you, for you would add or take from the message what I want to give the people." God was informing Ezekiel that he was to speak to the people only the words which He gave him. 



	I have heard people give prophecies and there was a word of God in it but there were also a lot of words that God was not saying. They were adding to what God was saying, screening it through their own minds and trying to explain it or enlarge it or make it more palatable. Not long ago a minister told me that he was conscious while prophesying of the moment when he was going beyond what God was saying.    



	We should minister His words, that's enough. Whether long or short, biting or soft, just speak what He tells you to speak. I have prepared real messages to preach and come to the meeting and there discovered that what I had prepared was not what God wanted to say to that people at that time,   maybe some other time but not then. God knows exactly what the need is in every moment of their lives and He knows what He wants to do at that precise moment of time.



	Every service that God directs, will have a divine purpose. That purpose can involve only one person or ten, but seldom everyone in the congregation. He knows what His purposes are and how He's going to accomplish them. When man takes charge of the service, he takes the headship and runs things according to his own ideas. He carefully fulfills the protocols and pleases the people but lamentably does not realize that he says good-bye to the leadership of the Holy Spirit.    



	A true man or woman of God has learned to get out of God's way. They let God do it the way He wants to. God is gracious; He works in the framework of our understanding but when He wants to go left, the true ministers of God will not start going to the right. Mature men and women of God must learn how to be sensitive to what the Spirit wants to do and then go that way.    



	Forty or fifty years ago there was a small Pentecostal church in a country town. This was a time when the Pentecostal people were trying to become accepted like the Methodists and Baptists.    One night the town doctor walked into this pastor's service and the pastor got out his finest fishing nets, his best bait and hooks and did his best to catch that town medic big fish, but he got not even a nibble. Finally he dismissed the service and said, "If anyone wants to come to the altar and pray feel free to come."



	He immediately went to the back door to greet the doctor and talk to him and as he did some folk went forward to pray. One dear old bother well along in years, began to get happy and began to shout. The pastor prayed within himself, "Oh God, please, not tonight. Turn him off,   God."  



Meanwhile the pastor tried to talk a little bit louder and stand in front of the doctor so he couldn't see too well and steer him off to the other side of the church, but the doctor peeked around him to see what was going on in the front of the church. The pastor tried to lead him outside but the doctor kept edging forward to see what was going on.



	The old man at the altar was getting more and more excited. His hands were up and he was singing. All of a sudden, plop, he went over backward. His arms were flailing and he was shouting praises excitedly. The pastor again prayed under his breath, "Oh my God, what are You doing? This will go all over town and ruin our reputation."



	The doctor walked forward and stood and watched that old man flail his arms and shout glory. The pastor, red as a lobster, stood there horrified. Finally the doctor stooped down; caught one of those flailing hands and took the old man's pulse. Then he stood up and said, "Pastor, that is God. That old man is one of my patients, he has a very severe heart problem. All that he is doing would put him into a severe heart attack and kill him, yet lo, his pulse is absolutely normal. This has to be God. Pray for me, I want to get saved." 



	Many pastors are afraid that God doesn't know how to run a service. They interpose their own intelligences and understandings while trying to explain God or protect Him. I know what the roll says, but surely it really doesn't mean it that way. Instead of letting the word bite when it has to bite he feels that he must somehow protect the reputation of God as a loving God. Yet there are times when the Holy Spirit desires to let the sword of the Lord be good and sharp in the heart of the King's enemies and let holy conviction do its sacred work and let the people weep between the porch and the altar and cry out for mercy.    



	Speak the words that God gives you to speak; get your own words out of the way and speak the words of God. God alone knows what He wants to do and He knows how He's going to do it and He knows when He's going to do it. Furthermore, He knows what and who He is going to use to get the job done.    



	One of the Christian generals in Vietnam told me, "The thing they emphasized all through officers' training school and drilled us for over and over again, was 'flexibility'. We had to eat and sleep with that one word on our mind. We had to work on plans for six months and be ready to scrap them and come up with new ones in 24 hours." When you are in war, you can't be locked into a certain way of doing things, after all, the enemy might not be doing what you thought he would be doing.    



	Are we not in war? Does not the enemy know what is being planned? Perhaps he was listening a bit and knew what the Lord was giving you, so then he goes to the person God wanted to reach and tries to keep him home. Maybe the enemy prepares them with a home quarrel or some other thing and got it all fixed so that they were set against any word the minister might say. In this case God would then say, "Scrap that plan, I've got a new one." All the work of the devil is thrown out and God gets right through to fulfill His divine purpose.



	Jesus told about the servant that was a rebellious servant and was beaten with many stripes.    He knew his Lord's will but he didn't prepare himself. A minister of God does not just prepare a message, they must prepare themselves. He or she, must be sufficiently prepared so that they are sensitive enough, tender enough and obedient enough, with their ears keen enough, that they can hear what God is desiring to say and do.



	Many are too busy to prepare themselves. They will have workloads that will almost swamp them. This will make them too busy to get alone in prayer with God. They are not preparing themselves but only preparing messages. They may be very efficient as administrators but God will have a controversy with them or with any other person that takes a position of speaking as a mouthpiece of God who doesn't take time to prepare themselves.    



CHAPTER 16



HE GAVE THEM THE MESSAGE

Ezekiel 3:4: "And He said to me, 'Son of man, go to the house of Israel and speak with My words unto them.'"    



	The Old Testament illustrates the New Testament and the New Testament explains the Old Testament. In this portion of Ezekiel's vision, God proposes to bring forth a ministry that would truly be a voice for Him, to His people.    



	In 1Peter chapter 4 and verse 11 we read, "If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God; . . .  that God in all things may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom be praise and dominion forever and ever. Amen."  



	The Apostle Peter when writing His first Epistle used the strong word, 'oracle' to define a minister's oration. In effect Peter wrote the same thing that God said to Ezekiel. So when a man or woman of God speak, they must do so as if God Himself was speaking. 

  

	In Peter's day idolatry and temple worship were extremely prevalent and people would go to the temple to ask their priests for a prophecy directly from their idol-god. In those days, most religious temples provided what they called oracles. The priests often slept in the temple and they would receive money to bring a word that supposedly came to them directly from their gods. 



There is some evidence that they would even use drugs to induce a vision, but whether they did or not,    they would try to have a dream or a vision and then come out and say to the person that gave them the money, that this was what the gods showed and said to them. At times the heathen priests would perform various ceremonies to induce in themselves trances and supposedly thereby receive a message directly from their gods in this manner. That is what the word oracle meant and how it originated. It meant a message god gave directly to the priest especially for them.     



	Ezekiel was told to go to Israel and speak only the words God gave him for them. He was to be their true oracle, but in order to receive the word directly from God, it would certainly require prayer, quiet waiting and careful listening. Any message the human mind puts together would be nothing more than the exercise of human wisdom and definitely not a prophetic word from God.    



	It is relatively easy to put together a nice sounding pseudo-message filled with nice psychological prognostications and silvery platitudes that every one desires to hear. However, these would simply be words of praise, compliments, promises of good fortune and happiness or prophesies of better things to come. Any successful fortune teller would have words like these, well marked in his repertoire. 



	For many years any man with the right political or family connections could be hired as a minister, or vicar, in the church of England and earn himself a comfortable living with his remuneration coming from the government. Also, some wealthy landowners would build a church on their estate and would hire a vicar, or minister, to hold weekly services and do the priestly duties required in those churches.  



The vicar would not have to be much of a preacher or even have a personal regeneration experience. All he needed to do is have a bit of studies in theology, be good at giving a good homily and attend the church services of Sundays. It was not a difficult task and considered to be an honorable way to earn a living. He need only preach a sermon on Sunday, attend the few weddings and funerals and the rest of the week he was free to enjoy his hobbies or whatever else he desired to do.    



	The ways of the church of England are not the ways of God and definitely are not the ways  His chosen ministers are to be or to work. Ezekiel was to speak God's words to the people. Therefore, a great question arises, "Just where and how was he going to get the words from God?" That is the question that every man of God, whom God sends on a commission, must surely answer. Furthermore, God will not send forth and commission a man until he has learned to answer that question truthfully.



HE DEFINED THE ORDERS

It is written in Ezekiel 3:5-7 "For you are not sent to a people of a strange speech and of an hard language, but to the house of Israel; Not to many people of a strange speech and of an hard language, whose words you cannot understand. Surely, had I sent you to them, they would have hearkened to you. But the house of Israel will not hearken to you; for they will not hearken to Me: for all the house of Israel are impudent and hardhearted." 

    

	God let Ezekiel know specifically what He wanted him to do. There are divers ministries; in fact, no two ministries or ministers are exactly the same. God does not make exact duplicates of anything. Every minister has different gifts and manner in which those gifts are manifested. Each person that ministers God's word, is a unique individual with his own distinctive personality. 



	One most unusual but very fruitful work was done by a man that felt called of the Lord to spend 20 years organizing all the verses of the Bible word by word. He spent countless tedious hours daily. His name was James Strong and his giant task was compiling a Bible concordance. Few people indeed would even desire to spend twenty weary years of their life to fulfill that type of calling. He built no mega-church, held no grand evangelistic crusade, or was highly esteemed by his fellow countrymen. However, he obediently fulfilled the task that God gave him. He had a valid ministry that reached far beyond where he thought it would and countless of grateful Christians have been blessed by his ministry!



	In many countries of the world, people have a Bible in their languages. In every case and in each language someone had to spend many weary hours translating and writing that Bible. I am very thankful that I did not have to translate the Bible into the Spanish language. It would have been a task far beyond my capabilities as well as foreign to my makeup. However, I am very thankful for the Spanish Bible I used and loved for many years. Such ministries are certainly valid and are given to the body of Christ in direct obedience to the divine command given them. It is God Who defines the orders to His servants and tells them what it is He wants them to do.



	St. Paul unceremoniously was thrown off of his horse by the power emanating from the light that came down from heaven. Laying there on the ground and looking up to heaven he said, "What will You have me to do, Lord?" In other words, "Tell me what You want me to do and I will obey." Many people and ministers have a very narrow view of what serving God includes.    Most people think of it as preaching sermons or going to the mission field, teaching poor ignorant natives to read and write while they tell them about Jesus. However, the true man of God must have received specific orders, some place along the path of his life, that sent him to his task.



	Driving down the road one spring day, I saw one horse in this big beautiful green pasture and all the grass in this pasture was just for him, yet, the outside grass seemed much more wonderful to eat. There he was, with his head through the barbed wire fence and was reaching out as far as it could. Incidentally, he was getting his neck cut up with the barbed wire in the process,    as it busily ate weeds on the outside.    



	I thought to myself, "Hmm, silly horse! It seems I have seen people doing something similar to this." In the past I have observed that many people think that what God has given the other person to do, is so much better than what they are doing. A weed is a plant out of place and if a person is reaching through the fence, so to speak, they are engaging in somebody else's business. The ministry of a man or woman of God should be uniquely ordered of the Lord.    



	There was a certain person that felt bad about continuing to work with a denomination that had a surfeit of preachers in the State he was living in. Eight ordained ministers were in a waiting list to be sent to this beautiful sunny State of California where all the churches already had pastors. Strangely enough not one person requested being sent to cold snowy Montana where there were churches without pastors. 



This man desired to leave the nice sunny climate of California and go to the mission field, but he knew he dared not go without orders. He earnestly sought the Lord for several months and the last few weeks he became very concerned as he had as yet no directive or word from God concerning this desire. However, the day came when God spoke clearly to him and gave him specific orders. God opened the way and sent him to his pre-ordained field.    



	In Ezekiel's case, God made it quite clear that a foreign land with people of a strange language was definitely not the place for him. He was not to be a missionary and work on a mission field. He was specifically sent to his own people. The Word he received from God would bring forth fruit even though rejected by his own people. Isaiah was speaking on behalf of the Lord, when he wrote in chapter 55 and verse 11: "So shall My word be that goes forth out of My mouth: it shall not return to Me void, but shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it."  



	Amy Carmichael, who spent her whole life ministering to children in India, wrote: "God has never promised His servants success; but He promised hard work, demands obedience and does not pay much attention to your reputation." Although God does not promise success nevertheless, He does promise rewards to his laborers.

	

	God sent the martyr Stephen to a ministry similar to Ezekiel's. The Holy Spirit gave Stephen a prophetic word for his own people that was not only rejected, but greatly angered and even murderously enraged his audience. Like Ezekiel, Stephen was sent to a people that would not listen to him because they were inhabitants of a rebellious house.    



	It is a high honor to be trusted with such a difficult ministry. To be honest, such a ministry would be too discouraging for most people. They would not be able to handle it. However, God still sends men and women into those same conditions today as He did in former years. They are sent by The Lord of the Harvest into fields where they may labor year after year in the midst of people that hate the very sight of them. If perhaps one does receive the message he may very well become martyred for his faith. 



A call to such a difficult mission field takes great faith, trust and obedience. Such a calling demands that a man or woman of God must seek the Lord to be able to speak His words and yet know at the same time that they will not enter into the heart of the hearer. What a temptation to say, "If they're not going to listen, why should I spend all the time and effort and prayer and tears to bring forth the word of God to them?"



	Ezekiel was a young man just starting out to be a prophet when God gave him such a definition of what his ministry was going to be. He was assured that he would not have many converts, or build any churches, nor have people sitting in his home hungrily awaiting the word of the Lord. It is quite probable that a modern missionary board would have called Ezekiel home and branded him as a failure.    



	What a challenge it must have been for young Ezekiel to be told by God ahead of time that he would be sent to minister to a people that would not listen to him. Then, added to that sad fact,   he was told that they were rebellious and were from a rebellious house. One thing was for certain, Ezekiel would not be successful in winning souls, building a church or even having much fruit for all his labor. In fact Ezekiel definitely would not live to see a revival in his day. 



	Then to make things worse, God revealed that the task was yet more difficult because all the house of Israel was impudent, which meant that they were hard, bold and even violent; furthermore, they would be hard-hearted stubborn and rebellious. They would surely make his life grievous and miserable. To these kind of people is where God was ordering him to go.



	Every Christian would be glad to be servants of God if they were guaranteed to be in the limelight and be quite successful in the eyes of men. Oswald Chambers, in his book, "My Utmost for His Highest", wrote: "We would all be willing to be martyrs for God if we could choose the time, place and congregation so that those chosen people could see how greatly we suffered for His cause."



GOD IS TRUE AND EVERY MAN A LIAR

	One of God's purposes in sending His prophetic word to rebellious people, is to vindicate His character and His word. Many times God sends His prophetic word even when he knows ahead of time that the word he gives would not be received or believed. God sends that word so that it could never be said that He had never warned or informed that people of trouble to come.    



	A certain missionary held some revival meetings for a young pastor and his wife and there was a very large increase in that church. One day one of the older missionaries came and said to him, "Why in the world are you helping that young man build this church? Don't you realize that in time he will turn and rend you?" 



	The missionary replied, "Yes, I know that. I'm sure that within 24 months he will peel, hang and nail my hide to the barn wall and shoot rock salt at it. But for now, I must go and bless him, for God has sent me to him." Actually it was less than twenty four months before that missionary was ordered to leave and never come again. He and his ministry were totally repudiated. Still that ministry was necessary, because God will always vindicate His attributes of mercy, grace and long-suffering disposition towards His children.



	God was communicating to Ezekiel, that regardless of how these people were, or what they did, or whether they would hear or refuse to listen, they would know there had been a prophet amongst them. They would never be able to say, "God, You never warned or told us. You never gave us a chance to repent and thereby escape your judgments."  That vindication of His merciful nature is very important to God because He never will be censurable of failing in mercy or lack of compassionate forewarning.



	In our modern day, there is radio and television to reach a vast audience of listeners. Tens of thousands of people look and listen to the message of the merciful gospel of Christ every day. There are countless numbers that will laugh, or reproach and criticize both the message and the messenger. Nevertheless God has been faithful to let those same people know of His love and grace, warning them of the dreadful judgment that is coming to this world. This aspect of the work God gives to His servants is just one of the wonderful things about the Divine nature and also one of the important purposes of ministry.    



	Later on in the life of Ezekiel, God said to him, "If the watchman see the sword come,   and blow not the trumpet and the people be not warned; if the sword come and take any person from among them, he is taken away in his iniquity; but his blood will I require at the watchman's hand." (Ezekiel 33:6). Many times the people who have received the divine warning will turn vindictive and rise against the faithful messenger, twisting and distorting the very words of the message, turning them into weapons. They will do this because they are really rebellious against God. Nevertheless, a man or woman of God must be faithful witnesses and bring the word of truth to them regardless of what they will do with it.    



	Neither Ezekiel nor Jeremiah were ever received as prophets of righteousness in their own day and amongst their own nation. In their day they were known as false prophets and in the eyes of their countrymen they were seen as ministerial failures. However, their life and ministry was neither lost nor wasted, because God picked up their writings and put them in the Book of eternal truth to help, warn and bless all men for as long as man inhabits this planet.



	To be a man or woman of God does not mean that they will be a highly successful or world-renown prophet or minister. They must simply obey what God sends them to do whether their word is received or not. God will see to it that His words sent through his ministers,  accomplishes all the fruit for which it was sent. Ministers will be rewarded for their faithful obedience; whether the obedience builds up a people into becoming a large and strong nation, or whether it tears them down by judgment and destruction.





CHAPTER 17



HE MADE ME STONY FACED

Ezekiel 3:4  "And He said unto me, 'Son of man, go to the house of Israel and speak with my words unto them.'"     



	In the Bible, Ezekiel was the only man that God addressed as the "son of man". In the four gospels Jesus called Himself by that same title. God called Ezekiel the son of man for fear that the wondrous revelation into which He lifted him and the high and holy places He had given him to walk would give him too high an opinion of himself. Not only that, but that title reminded Ezekiel that he was subject to all the faults, human characteristics and personality defects divine providence had chosen for him. In other words, God reminded the prophet that he was still a human being of the sons of Adam and was neither a superman nor an angel.     



	In Isaiah chapter 55 verses 8 and 9, God reminded His prophet of his insignificance and earthiness when He said to him, "For My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways My ways, for as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways and My thoughts than your thoughts."      



	In verses 8 and 9 of chapter 3, God continued speaking to Ezekiel in the vision and said,    "Behold, I have made your face strong against their faces, and your forehead strong against their foreheads. As an adamant harder than flint have I made your forehead: fear them not, neither be dismayed at their looks, though they be a rebellious house." In other words God was saying to Ezekiel, "I have made you stony faced and hard headed." These personality defects we would call negatives, but God considered them to be positives. The Almighty made Ezekiel specifically and completely unique and did not leave His prophet-to-be merely a random genetic incident of nature.     



	David the psalmist was well aware of this fact of life when he wrote in Psalm chapter 139 and verses14-16, "I will praise You; for I am fearfully and wonderfully made: marvelous are Your works and that my soul knows very well. My substance was not hid from You, when I was made in secret and curiously wrought in the lowest parts of the earth. Your eyes did see my substance,   yet being imperfect; and in Your book all my members were written, which in continuance were fashioned, when as yet there was none of them."      



	The patterns for a human being are all written in the first pages of his or her book of life. Therein are written all the specifics of what and how each and every individual was to become and those patterns were made according to the life purposes the Creator had in mind, before it all began.



	It takes strong willed men to accomplish their life mission especially when they will be fighting against much opposition. Throughout history, people that would change the course of either natural history or religious history were strong minded and strong willed. That does not mean that they were always righteous in what they did but it does mean that they would carry out their purpose in spite of adversarial resistance. God will use such individuals to do what He purposes to accomplish.



	There are people born with characteristics and temperaments that might be quite a problem for parents and teachers. Nevertheless, a troublesome child often gives more promise than a child who is very good and seldom gives any trouble. Determination is another word for stubbornness; it just depends on which direction it is going. The world needs men of determination but if that determination happens to be contrary to what others want, it is then called stubbornness.



	In order for God to choose a vessel and use it, it will be a vessel with characteristics that God put in it. Those same traits will be extremely important in regards to that which they are purposed to fulfill in life. this is true even if those characteristics are obnoxious to those around them. Many times some of the men highly acclaimed in religious history had serious confrontations with the hierarchy of their day, as was with Martin Luther and continuing on to John Wesley on down to the present day. The list of hard headed, stony faced men and women of God, is long. Many are the troubles that church leaders have had with strong determined personalities that were God's servants in the making. 



	There are always those people who can tell a person how to do his job better, but God did not give to them his job to do, nor does that mean that God's servant is going to do a perfect job; it simply means that he is God's chosen vessel for the work that he is doing. God will give to a person from the very beginning of his existence, personality traits and character traits that will be extremely useful when he reaches the job for which he was made. Sometimes these traits can be very undesirable for other people.     



	Looking over a certain application form for missionary candidates, I noticed how much emphasis was placed on how well they could get along with other people. Naturally, mission boards do not want fighting and squabbling on the field. That most important question had to be correctly answered by all candidate that wished to work under that mission board. However, after spending many years on a mission field I realized that if I was on that mission board, I would not accept a person for a missionary job that gave the answer that he or she got along very well with everybody. Although such a person would truly be amiable and personable, it would be doubtful if such a one would be strong enough to press through the usual opposition and accomplish a heaven designed and inspired work.  



	People with a vision and objective in life will often be unbalanced, strong willed and even perhaps prejudiced. However, God Himself will balance them by using other strong people as a counterbalance for them. God can quite easily take care of human errors. After all, any father is prepared to take care of the mistakes of his child. Not even the temper tantrum of an irritable child will be allowed to cause serious injury to the family. As the psalmist wrote in Psalm 76 verse10: "Surely the wrath of man shall praise You: the remainder of wrath You shall restrain."      



HIS FACE WAS SET

	In Luke chapter 9 verse 51, it is said of Jesus that: "When the time was come that He should be received up, He steadfastly set his face to go to Jerusalem." His face was adamantly set and He was not going to be persuaded to alter His destination even by his disciples or His beloved John. When the vision of His Father was involved He could be very determined, very hard headed.



	Fortitude and persistence with determination, are very important traits in a person, whether he or she are going to be a musician, a medical doctor or a fine craftsman in the economy of God. Many people have lost their way and failed to reach their life's goal because they listened and yielded to the arguments of others. They were not hardheaded enough; they were not able to come against their peers; their mindset was not stony enough to press through the opposition.



	If a person is going to be strong enough to overcome opposition, it stands to reason that there will be times when that strength is going to be misunderstood. There may even be times when they will misuse those very traits. There will be times when one will be strong doing something that is an error when it was thought to be quite right. However, if that determination is set to accomplish what he sincerely believes to be the will of God, then God himself will take care of the errors involved. Such a person is in the path of obedience, so his heavenly Father can take care of the mistakes. In effect, God was saying to Ezekiel, "I made you this way. Do not complain or worry about how you are made and just go ahead and get the job done."



	Some fine people with unique qualifications can get on a person's nerves sometimes, but so often those same attributes are just what makes them excellently fitted for their place. God made that vessel as is. Do not bother to pray for God to change that person, because He is not going to change him, He made him that way. So often the very things that annoy us in other people are the very things that are so excellent when God uses them.



	A person that God makes loving hearted, friendly, one that will never run roughshod over anybody and very personable, will be excellent at bringing people together. This person is not weak nor fearful, but is a catalyst that God can use that way. Strength and determination do not mean hostility nor constant warfare with others.



	The people that God does not put in hard places with strong opposition are the ones whose personality is placid, bland and serenely unperturbed. Also there are the fearful ones, people that have little resolve, those who always try to please everyone and have a hard time making up their minds to go where they need to go.     



	Some of the things that a person sees in his or her own mirror and wishes he did not have, are often the things God has given to him or her. God has set apart and made each person as they are, in order for them to fulfill the niche they are supposed to fill. That does not mean that he is supposed to please everybody, it simply means that these things are all necessary in order to please God.     



HARD TO LIVE WITH

	Smith Wigglesworth, a man of faith and of great renown was impatient with people that would not believe God. When he would pray for a man that was sore and limping or had his foot in a cast, if that person did not run immediately after praying for him, he would shout, "Run!" and would give him such a push that he would have to run to keep from falling down. More than once when people would take their crutch and try to limp away after prayer, Smith would take the crutch and break it and say, "I said walk!" He dared to act that way because even if the patient could not believe, Wigglesworth acted in faith and was believing for him. It was evident that God rewarded his faith even if his manners were not refined. 



	He was gruff, impatient, demanding and quite difficult to get along with. After his wife's death His beloved daughter took care of him for years, however it was probably a help to her that she was deaf. In all of his healing ministry, God never healed his daughter's deafness. God made Smith Wigglesworth an extraordinary man, however, it is ever true that people have a hard time getting along with an extraordinary person.



	The populace likes a few heroes and champions in the distance, but they want very ordinary people for neighbors. God likes extraordinary people. In fact, strange as it may be, if a person would stop letting people run their life, it would be surprising how extraordinary they might become. The ordinary person has a way of suppressing the extraordinary ones, to not look so bad. Anything that might be a bit unusual, special or extraordinary in a person, the ordinary person must tear down so that others will notice how great they are. 



	A certain man had a most extraordinarily simple solution to most things in life. He just couldn't see anything outside of black and white. As far as moral things go, or spiritual matters go, he was color blind. Everything was either black or white and there was no such thing as grey. When he sees something that is not white, then it is black without any question. This annoyed many of his friends, but they couldn't deny what a fine leader he had became.



	God pre-programs individuals in order to prepare them for the purposes they are to fulfill.     He said to Ezekiel that He had touched his head and made him hardheaded; harder than flint.     He was going to need it that way, because every leader in Israel was going to be against him and he must be absolutely adamantine in his faith and prophetic word. 



DIFFERENT

	The multiform differences of ministry given by the Holy Spirit are often the result of the very different personality given to an individual. One man can do something with ease that another cannot do even with much effort.     



	A certain young German student in bible college was as bold as a lion in personal evangelism and very successful at it. He was capable of stopping a doctor he did not know on a main thoroughfare and talking to him about Jesus in no uncertain terms. If most people did what he did and in the way he did it, they would get their nose readjusted quickly. He was most unusual in that he had such a bold approach to people without offending them. He could just walk in on a situation and tell a person right up front that they were a sinner. He would tell them why they were a sinner and what happened. Then, he would tell them they needed to get saved. Amazingly, the person would stand there absolutely stunned and listen to him and not react in anger. God says "I made you that way. I have made your face strong against their faces."



	Many people do not like to face up to difficult situations; they will get out of it any way they can. God said to Ezekiel that He would make his face strong so he could look his fellow slaves right in the face and give them the message of Jehovah which they would hate and reject. The last thing hard headed Ezekiel would do, was withhold God's word to them out of fear. Even when the people that don't like difficult situations know that things are not going right, they will not say or do anything about it. They would rather shut their eyes and pretend it doesn't exist. 



PROPER TERMINOLOGY

	Father Bennett, a Catholic priest who majored in psychology, said to me, "It is very interesting to me, that none of the terms psychology uses are biblical." For instance, God calls certain things: "besetting sins" yet in psychology, they call them "hang-ups". It sounds a lot nicer. The whole list of psychological terms manifest ways to avoid the reality of biblical truth and cover it up with evasive but nice sounding words.     



	God was going to make Ezekiel hardheaded enough to go plowing right on through the violent rejection of a rebellious people. As an adamant harder than flint, God was going to make his forehead. The Lord told Ezekiel not to fear, neither to be dismayed at their looks, because they were a rebellious house. God made him in such a way that he would be able to overcome his fears. He would not use nice sounding words and mincing words of half truths, or evade the words of judgment and sin that the people did not like.



The Lord makes individuals the way they are. It is too late to go back and complain to the Maker after the product is off the finishing line. The very things that make one different are the things that can make him a blessing.     



	In Joel chapter 3 verse 10 the prophet is told by God to inform the people it was time to beat their plowshares into swords and their pruning-hooks into spears: they were to let the weak say, "I am strong." 



	If you are not strong enough to keep your faith, then before life is over, you might lose it or be talked out of it. Although we need strength of character, it does not mean that we have to deliberately fight with people or be quarrelsome; but it does mean one must be strong and be totally persuaded of his faith and divine revelation.



I AM WEAK

	When Moses complained to God about his lack of eloquence and wanted Him to send someone else, God did not accept the complaint. This is found in Exodus chapter 4 and verses 10 through 14 and it states: "Then Moses said to the Lord, 'O my Lord, I am not eloquent, neither before nor since You have spoken to Your servant; but I am slow of speech and slow of tongue.' So the Lord said to him, 'Who has made man's mouth? Or who makes the mute, the deaf, the seeing, or the blind? Have not I, the Lord? Now therefore, go, and I will be with your mouth and teach you what you shall say.' But Moses said, 'O my Lord, please send by the hand of whomever else You may send.' So the anger of the Lord was kindled against Moses…"



	Moses must have been overwhelmed when he told God that he was not eloquent and to send somebody else. God responded by asking Moses Who he thought had made his mouth and made him. God reassured Moses that he was going to be alright and that he would go for Him." The Creator was not pleased with Moses complaining about his mouth.  



	The Lord was communicating to Ezekiel that He had made him hardheaded and stony faced. God also forewarned him that the situation would be very difficult, but that he would be able to go through it. God is not mean nor cruel. He would never take any of His servants to a place where they really could not have the strength to go through it.



I AM AFRAID

	Some people fear fears. A friend of mine said, "What would I do if I was thrown into jail and tortured?" In Argentina that was not a an unreasonable fear, as thousands had been cast into jail and tortured during the dictatorship we were under. Actually, when God takes His servant into any situation of hardship, that servant has already been prepared for it both in his natural and spiritual being.     



	If God does not provide a way of escape in a difficult situation then He will provide strength and grace to walk in it. He has already imparted within that person the capacity to overcome regardless of the circumstances. He knows His children and will not take them into a situation that they really cannot go through. That would be unjust and God is always just. The Creator did not promise that life would be easy and that there would be no tears. He did promise that His children would be able to live life with the help of His Holy Spirit and grace. He knows what is ahead in the life of His servants when He made them. He made them, so He knows the capacities and abilities He imparted to them.



Many times people complain against God: They say, "Why did The Creator make me thus?"  Paul answers those complaints in his Epistle to the Romans chapter 9 and verse 20: "O man, who are you to reply against God? Will the thing formed say to him who formed it, 'Why have you made me like this?'" 

 

NO CHANGES ACCEPTED

	Sometimes the complaint is against the way God has made a brother or sister, saying, "Why did You make him or her like this?" Some of the special things that God gave to your brother or your sister, are the very things God plans to use in their life. Quite possibly those are the very things you are so upset over. Often they are the very traits that will make him or her to become extraordinary.



	When we set out in married life, we are determined to change that person and make them even better; However, experience teaches us that although we may be a husband or wife, we are definitely not their creator. The basic result of all such efforts is that there is not much change taking place for anybody. Do not get involved too deeply in the art of changing people. It is very probable that the things you most want to change, are the very things God chose to give to them in the first place and He is not about to take it away or exchange it for something else.     



	Mary Schlesser, was a most intrepid and successful missionary in the heart of wild Africa.   When she was yet in her teens she went up to a bunch of tough kids and invited them to Sunday School; they laughed and made fun of her. Then one of them, who had a heavy lead weight on the end of a strong string, began to swing it in a circle. He swung it at her to make her duck and run. However, she did neither; she stood looking at it. It got closer and closer and she just stood there looking at it until finally it grazed her forehead. Still she didn't move, so ashamed he quit. She said, "Alright, I didn't back down, so I won. Now you are coming with me to Sunday School." They all agreed that she had won and was right, so they all went with her to her Sunday School.     



	Later she went out to Salisbar, Africa, a place so savage no white person dared to go.     There, she went and faced down wild chiefs that were drunk and furious and yet she made them back up. That was in her character. God made her that way. He had a special task in Africa for her to do and she was extraordinary in it.



	Our concept of a world operating in love is a concept of no one disturbing or upsetting another. God has not made our world to be like that. There needs to be patience, as well as understanding with those whom the Almighty Creator has made hardheaded. Don't pray for them to be changed; just pray that God gets hold of them and makes them into what He planned for them to be.     



	God knows the traits that He has imparted into a personality and how He wants to use it.     He knows the abilities, the talents, the strengths and the weaknesses. He gathered and assembled those traits throughout many generations in compounding the seed of an individual human life. The genetic structure is combined and incorporated according to His grand design for the life of every one of His children. Happy is the person that can let God have what He made and do what He planned.



	Don't fear and don't complain about what He didn't make you to be, just develop what He did give you. Be what you are and become what God intended you to become. He has given to everyone certain gifts that are special to their place in life and for the work He wants them to do. Each life should be consecrated to Him and use those unique gifts in order to bring glory to their Creator.









CHAPTER 18



HE COMMISSIONED ME

Ezekiel 3:10-11 "Moreover He said to me, 'Son of man, all the words that I shall speak to you, receive in your heart and hear with your ears; And go to them of the captivity, to the children of your people, saying to them, 'Thus says the Lord GOD;' whether they will hear, or whether they will forbear.'"     



A man who has completed all his medical studies for a doctorate in medicine and that has received his M.D. degree, still does not have his license and cannot practice medicine. Regardless of how smart he is, how well he studied or how fine his grades were that he made in school; he first has to pass the state exam. Only when he has past that exam will he receive his license from the state to practice medicine. That license is the authority and commission given to him by his Sate empowering him to practice medicine on the public. Obviously, the state does not grant that commission before the student's preparation is complete and the state exam is passed. 



	The word Commission means: (1) A formal written warrant granting the power to perform various acts or duties or a certificate conferring military rank and authority. (2) An authorization or command to act in a prescribed manner or perform prescribed charges. (3) The authority to act in behalf of or in the place of another. (4) A task or matter entrusted to one as an agent for another. (5) A government agency having administrative, legislative or judicial powers, like a city council, etc. (6) An act of entrusting or giving authority.



	A commissioned officer, for instance, is an officer of the armed force holding a certain level or rank of authority like a lieutenant, a captain, a colonel or a general; these are commissioned officers each one with ascending levels of authority. There are also many officers that are non-commissioned and their position of authority is below that rank of men who bear a commission. The low ranking men, first class privates, or various levels of sergeants, are called "non-coms" in the army. The reason there are many "non-coms" in other careers as well as the army, is that the "non-coms" do not have the sufficient preparation for the authorities to grant them any official commission.    



	That same principle is true in the church of God as well as in the army or industry. Many good ministers are working without the power of God supporting their efforts. They have not yet received their commission and the inhabitants of the unseen world are well aware of that fact.    They may use the same words as the finest prophets, sing the same revival songs, practice to perfection the same rituals, but they are without the divine commissioning. The Holy Spirit is not supporting or endorsing their works. God has not as yet given to them the power or authority to do what they may be attempting to do.



In Acts chapter 1 verse 8 we read: "But you shall receive power, (authority power) after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and you shall be witnesses unto Me both in Jerusalem and in all Judaea and in Samaria and unto the uttermost part of the earth." Also in Acts chapter 19 and verses 13-16 it states: "Then some of the itinerant Jewish exorcists took it upon themselves to call the name of the Lord Jesus over those who had evil spirits, saying, 'We exorcise you by the Jesus whom Paul preaches.' Also there were seven sons of Sceva, a Jewish chief priest, who did so as well and the evil spirit answered and said, 'Jesus I know, and Paul I know; but who are you?' Then the man in whom the evil spirit was leaped on them, overpowered them, and prevailed against them, so that they fled out of that house naked and wounded." 



EMPOWERED

	A powerful revival was taking place in a certain city and God was working tremendous miracles healings through the ministry of the late Dr. Charles S. Price. One evening Dr. Price came early to the service and heard quite a stir of people praying at the front of the auditorium. Approaching nearer he saw about 50 or 60 people, including several ministers, gathered around a partially paralyzed woman in a wheel chair. They were shouting and praying and talking in tongues and commanding the woman to rise and walk in the Name of Jesus, but nothing was happening.    



	Dr. Price approached this commotion and asked what the matter was about and they answered they were trying to get her healed. Dr. Price approached the paralyzed woman, looked at her and asked, "Sister, do you believe that Jesus Christ can heal you?" She crookedly looked up at him the best she could, smiled and answered, "Yes, I do." Then He quietly took her hand and said, "Well then, in the Name of Jesus, rise and walk." Immediately the power of God flowed into her poor twisted useless body and she did exactly what he told her to do, she rose and walked all over that auditorium. With all their best intentions and finest efforts nothing happened until the man with the divine authority spoke those words.    



	Whether it be an engineer or an architect, an M.D. or a lawyer, before anyone is allowed to practice on the public, they have to have a license; they have to be given state authority. Authority is not self given, it must be delegated. It comes from an authority higher than the person himself. Authority must be granted from a still higher authority and to receive authority one must also act under that authority.



	Also true, is that a person commissioned by God must work under divine orders for a specific task. God only, not a bible school, or a church board of elders, can grant the divine authority of the sacred commission to a person. Not only is that true be only the authority granted by God will ever be recognized by the powerful inhabitants of the higher spheres.



	The lieutenant in the Roman army that spoke to Jesus as recorded in Luke chapter 7 and verse 8 said, "For I also am a man set under authority, having under me soldiers and I say unto one,   'Go' and he goes; then to another, 'Come' and he comes; then to my servant, 'Do this' and he does it."

     

	In the vision, Ezekiel was shown the type and difficulty of the training he must pass through before he could fulfill the specific charge and the commission given to him. Few people indeed receive a commission from God before the age of 35. Before that, it will be training and  preparation, then still more training both by men and God.    



	History shines with the stories of men and women who have received their commission from God. Moses, was trained forty years by the palace tutors and tutored forty years more in the desert school of experience. Then he met God at the burning bush and there he was given his commission.    



	Moses stood on holy ground and heard the voice of God charging him with a mission and left that place where he talked with God a changed man. He walked away from that spot on the mountain side a man with a vision, a man with a purpose, a man under divine authority. Before that, when he knew what he was called to do, he had tried to fulfill his calling in his own strength and ended up a frustrated, frightened man, that had failed. He did his best the only way he knew how and was a complete failure. Several decades later, after the preparation was fully over, came the commissioning from God, which included the necessary power and authority.    



	Jesus, in His last discourse to his disciples recorded in Acts chapter 1 and verse 8 said, "You shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and you shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, in all Judaea, in Samaria and unto the uttermost part of the earth." The word power in Greek is "Dunamis" and has incorporated within it three meanings: origin, energy and authority. The first miracle that took place after the day of Pentecost was when Peter and John were going into the temple and met a crippled beggar crying out for alms. This is found in Acts chapter 3 verse 6: "Then Peter said, 'Silver and gold have I none; but such as I have give I you: In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise up and walk.'"  



	Peter replied, "Silver and gold I have none, but what I have ..." That assertion indicated that the origin of power was within Peter himself. He did not say that what he could go and get or what he could beseech heaven for, or even what he could procure in some manner, he would give him. What he did say was, "What I have, I give I unto you." In that statement Peter indicated that he possessed the authority to grant the power of healing. Peter did not ask for any person outside of himself; nor say "Wait here while I get the rest of the disciples who will fast and pray." Peter spoke in the assurance of possession when He said the words "I give you." 



	When Peter spoke the words, "Rise up and walk," there came the release of the life flow of divine energy and the man rose up restored to health and walked and leaped and praised God. Peter had been commissioned and therefore empowered to fulfill his commission. He received His apostolic commission and his specific empowering when the Holy Spirit came upon him on the day of Pentecost.    



	Many Christian ministers do not take the time and effort to, tarry in Jerusalem and develop in God until they are given their commission. All the disciples, even Judas, were sent out by Jesus to preach repentance and the Kingdom of God and to work miracles before the day of Pentecost; but there was no commissioning into apostleship until after the Holy Spirit had come to build the church.



	When a man in the U.S. Navy that has gone through all the preparation, he is then granted his commission and given charge of a submarine. He is the captain of it and the top authority in that submarine. However, his authority does not carry over to the next submarine at the dock or to the huge battleship over in the distance. His authority is only on his own submarine. That authority will not have to be enforced by club, walls or chains. The insignia on his shoulder is enough because in it is the sign of the authority conferred by the highest office in the country.    



	God's commissioning is divine; it cannot be revoked by man and no other power is able to come against it; all heaven will uphold and support it. In the realm of the spirit, all spiritual beings recognize divine authority very thoroughly. They know very well who is who in the divine scale of rankings. To be commissioned represents tremendous empowering. Man cannot grant the divine commissioning. He can make or fill positions but he cannot give divine commissions. Would to God that there were tens of thousands more persons getting out of the "non-com" area and become commissioned of God; Men and women that are both under and with divine orders.

	 

COMMISSIONED ONES

	The late Sam Sasser was called the apostle of the Marshall Islands. He was sent there by God and had a wonderful empathy with those native islanders. Just mention the name of Sam Sasser in a church in those islands and every face will light up. God used him greatly. Many churches had real revival as God moved through him in the Marshall Islands.



	The U.S.  Navy chose out a certain island of the Marshal's group where they were going to make off-shore atom bomb tests and they wanted all the Americans off the island. They gave the orders that all were to leave. Sam Sasser and his family were on that island at that time. The Navy brought their ship to load up every American off that island. Sam loaded all of his stuff onto the boat; his wife and children were on the boat; when suddenly he said to himself as he walked up that gangplank, "I just cannot leave here my work is not done and I know it." He turned and ran off the gangplank and into the jungle to hide.



	He was there 9 months while the Navy hunted him and the islanders hid him. The Navy was furious because it delayed their plan nine months. Finally, when he felt his work was through he gave himself up. They slapped chains on him immediately, took him over to Guam and put him into jail.



	Over a hundred chiefs of those islands got together and wrote a letter to the U.S. Ambassador in the U.N. stating, "You have set off your atom bombs in our islands and we did not complain. Some of our people have been killed and we did not complain. You took us away from our homes and we have not yet been able to go back and we did not complain. You completely changed our lives and we did not complain. A man comes to us who loves us and brings us a message of the blessing of God and you take him away from us, putting him in prison. Give us back Sam Sasser or we'll make an official complaint to the U.N. for all the hurt and damage you have done to us and to our Island homes."



	Immediately Sam Sasser was released from prison; and to the day of his death, he was V.I.P. with the Army and Navy. When that many chiefs of all those islands get together to support a missionary you know something wonderful had happened. He was a man commissioned of God; and God sent him there.



	Hudson Taylor was commissioned of God for China. He went there, lived as they did, dressed like them, ate the same food as they did, yet he never had a sick day. Before God relieved him of his commission and called him up higher, over 600 missionaries were working in China under his supervision. He told of the day when desperate and ill he received the divine orders and from then on there was a continual prospering of his efforts in the land of China.



	George Mueller was commissioned to take care of the orphan children in his home town of  Bristol, England. His story is a an amazing chronicle of countless miracles of daily provision for the complete care of hundreds of children. The innumerable answers of prayer for food, shelter,   finances are a famous record of mercy, grace, faith and power.    



	Amy Carmichael was a missionary commissioned to save hundreds of children from a life of horror and shame in the idol temples of India. In the first two or three years, as she tried to fulfill her orders, her colleagues criticized her mercilessly. Why are you not out evangelizing the Indians; you are just sitting there taking care of 2 or 3 little children. But she was a commissioned woman of God. In the course of time thousands of children were rescued; and she had more influence for good and God in Southern India than any other individual including all the missionaries that were formerly so disparaging and judgmental of what she was doing.    



	William Booth was a man with a commission from God for the down and out, the drunkards and the harlots abiding in the slums of London. Every member of his family entered his courageous army in days when persecution went without restraint by the dignified folk of London. Yet his small army grew into a worldwide channel of help and blessing to thousands of hurting, desperate, poor and needy people.



	Praying Hyde was a man commissioned by God to reach the throne of grace from the floor of his closet and intercede according to the directions of the Holy Spirit. A book is written concerning the wondrous victories and outstanding miracles that proceeded in a steady stream from his closet. People wrote and came from all over the world seeking His prayers and intercessions before the throne of God. The divine commissioning may be for any task in any place.



	There was a Moravian by the name of Dover. He was commissioned by God to minister to the slaves in the West Indian Islands. However, there was only one way he could enter that island and fulfill his commission and that was to sell himself as a common white slave to the slave holding company, so that was exactly what he did. He became an ordinary slave, with no special treatment, food or lodging. St. Thomas Island today is a Christian Island because Mr. Dover, commissioned by God, went there as a slave.    



	At first the owners gave him much persecution and would not let the slaves go to his meetings but God gave him favor with the slaves. Slowly the slave owners realized that if the slaves attended Dover's services, they became peaceable hard working slaves that gave them no more trouble. Finally all the slave owners turned in favor of the gospel and themselves began to attended the church and in time thousands of the islanders were converted. So that it changed the whole aspect of the island.   



WITHOUT ME YOU CAN DO NOTHING

	Although a man may have natural giftings, an exceptionally sweet and engaging smile, a winning personality, a keen mind and strength of character, still, he cannot work the works of God without divine authorization. Natural giftings and abilities can, at best, only do the works of man, but the task is far too great for a "non-com" to fulfill. There is even the danger of deceit and hypocrisy in a sweet smile. Saccharine may sweeten, but besides being man-made, it has no food value and can even be harmful.



	The commission was shown to Ezekiel near the end of his preparation. God had shown him in vision all the difficult preparation he would have to pass through before He gave to him the divine enabling and command, "Son of Man, all My words that I shall speak to you, receive in your heart and hear with your ears." That command let Ezekiel know that he would not speak his own ideas, promulgate his own peculiar doctrines, manufacture his own sermons or entertain with religious essays. He had to do it God's way. Then God added, "Go, to them of the captivity, to the children of your people."



	God ordained him to go to a specific portion of His people. He was not to go to all the Jews for many of them were still in Jerusalem. He was sent to those in captivity. The fact that they would hear or refuse to hear, had nothing to do with his orders.    



FOUR CATEGORIES

In the gospel of St. Luke chapter 12 and verses 42-48 we read: And the Lord said, "Who then is that faithful and wise steward, whom his master will make ruler over his household, to give them their portion of food in due season? Blessed is that servant whom his master will find so doing when he comes. Truly, I say to you that he will make him ruler over all that he has, but if that servant says in his heart, 'My master is delaying his coming,' and begins to beat the male and female servants, and to eat and drink and be drunk, the master of that servant will come on a day when he is not looking for him, and at an hour when he is not aware, and will cut him in two and appoint him his portion with the unbelievers. And that servant who knew his master's will, and did not prepare himself or do according to his will, shall be beaten with many stripes; But he who did not know, yet committed things deserving of stripes, shall be beaten with few. For everyone to whom much is given, from him much will be required; and to whom much has been committed, of him they will ask the more." 



Here in this parable, Jesus, spoke of His servants and classified them into four different classes of acceptability. The first class was the acceptable servant that pleased his master. The second, was the disobedient servant that angered his master and was rejected as incorrigible and dismissed from service. The third servant that was severely punished for his faults and the fourth class referred to the ignorant servant that should have known better and was punished lightly.    



	The main fault of the servant beaten with many stripes was that he knew his Lord's will but did not prepare himself to be able to fulfill that will. He was never given a commission. He should have, because he had the calling, the direction and no doubt had some of the training but he never received the commission. For this serious lack of proper preparation he was beaten with many stripes. He never attained the divine authority that a commission would have given him and therefore could not fulfill his orders.    



	When God commissions a person saying, "Go and do that," He also gives the power and authority to get it done. That does not mean there will not be opposition, but it does mean that there will be divine strength, grace and power given him to fulfill his orders in spite of any opposition.    



	John Wesley many times had to face a wild, rioting crowd. They would come at him with sticks and stones, literally attempting to kill him. More than once he was hit by flying stones and other debris. He delighted in facing them down and watching the divine authority of the presence of the Holy Spirit that suddenly would come over the crowd. That solemn Holy Presence, would arrest them and before they knew what was happening, they were dropping their sticks and stones and falling down and crying out, "God, have mercy on me."  



	Time after time, that divine authority, when turned loose, would stop the rowdy angry mob  which found it impossible to stand up against it. The fierce maddened ruffians would stop in their tracks. Many times when they were rioting, he would go out and face them and as soon as his words could be heard, it was just like a blanket was thrown on them, for he had an authority they could not resist. They even said that if they could just stop his mouth they could then give him a beating.



		In the church of God there are men with that authority, with that empowering, with that divine anointing. It is more than just helping the poor and blessing the needy. There are many "non-coms" in an army, no army could operate without them, but an army without commissioned officers is doomed to defeat and failure. The church needs many more people whom God has commissioned. People who know they have orders from God, who know what they have to do and then do it in the power of the Lord.







CHAPTER 19



A GREAT RUSHING NOISE

Ezekiel 3:12-14: "Then the Spirit lifted me up and I heard behind me a great thunderous, rushing voice, saying, 'Blessed is the glory of the Lord from His place!' I also heard the noise of the wings of the living creatures that touched one another and the noise of the wheels beside them and a great, thunderous, rushing noise. So the Spirit lifted me up and took me away and I went in bitterness, in the heat of my spirit; but the hand of the Lord was strong upon me."



	The word "noise" is repeated three times in verse 13. That word is sometimes translated voice, thunder, or a mighty rushing wind. However, strangely enough, that word is only used when referring to God. There was the noise of the wings of the living creatures when they touched each other, the noise of the wheels, and the thunderous noise as of a great rushing. Also, there is mention of a thunderous voice, the King James version states it was "a voice of the great rushing." Evidently things moved at a fast pace in the heavenly realm. 



	The celestial beings are not all that silent or quiet, according to Ezekiel's revelation of the celestial spheres. There is a vast distinction between the word peace and the word activity. It is possible to be in perfect peace and at the same time involved in tremendous activity. For human beings, it is possible to have no peace and much activity or no activity and no peace either. The words peace and activity are not synonyms, yet neither are they words that are hostile to each other.   



	Annie Schisler relates in one of the books of her visions of the heavenlies, that she never saw Christ idle, inactive or quiet. When she was given to see Christ in the form of a pillar of fire she was surprised at the tremendous activity of that pillar of fire and the noise that emanated from it. No wonder the children of Israel were frightened and ran away from the monstrous, thundering, deafening trumpets and reverberating voices on Mt Sinai.   



 	For Ezekiel, there was a compatible blending of harmonious, glorious, reverberating noise, with unimaginable activity when God was at work; yet with all that stupendous activity, there still reigned absolute, heavenly peace.    



If a small child becomes over quiet, the parents become concerned, they just know that something must be wrong. Some people have the erroneous concept that God in heaven is still, silent and reclusive. In visions of the heavenlies that saints of the past have been given, they don't mention Jesus in some silent noiseless eternal yoga position, like an ever seated Budah.   



	On the day of Pentecost when the promised Holy Spirit came to earth to be with His disciples, He came as the sound of a tremendous rushing wind (probably sounding like a tornado). Luke, the writer of Acts, did not write that the Holy Spirit came as a wind, but that He came with the sound or the noise of a mighty wind and that the noise filled the whole house. Acts 2:2 "And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind and it filled all the house where they were sitting."    



	Mighty life energy and living powers accompany the Almighty when He manifests Himself. Jesus never stepped into the presence of a dead person without bringing with Him an omnipotent life force so forceful that death had to flee and the dead return to life. Likewise Jesus never stepped into the presence of a person inhabited by devils without provoking immediate conflict. He rebuked them without amnesty and cast them out of His presence.



	The Almighty Creator is eternally and continually working. The mighty angels great in power are ever occupied in carrying out divine orders. Man, who was made in his image, is also content when he is busy and engaged in productive activity.   



	In many cities they are concerned about the noise levels because there is too much power and activity. People around busy airports sue the government because of the annoyance of so much noise. More and more, where people live and work closely together, they need laws to keep noise levels down to an acceptable level. 



	I was much impressed, when watching on British television in London, the winning of the Wimbledon Tennis Open by a British tennis star, Virginia Wade. She won that distinguished tennis championship for Britain. It was amazing and exciting to see the staid British multitude go uncontrollably wild with enthusiasm and joy. There remained not a shred of conservative dignity or apathetic cheering when she won. The joyful noise of sixty thousand voices at top decibel was almost deafening.



NOISE OR SILENCE

	It appears therefore that God loves noise. Evil, deceit and minions of darkness seem to thrive in silence. When God works with the intricate and tremendous torrents of titanic forces and energies, He does not order them into silence. Christians need not be concerned about frightening God or making the Holy Spirit withdraw in horror, because they say hallelujah too loud. It is all too certain that Christians will never irritate the Holy Spirit if they become overjoyed at the revelation of the love and mercy of God.



	When God came down and revealed His presence on Sinai, there was so much overwhelming noises that the people were frightened into flight. When the Holy Spirit came to earth He announced Himself with tremendous wind-like noises. When Ezekiel was lifted up into the celestial world, the first thing he became conscious of, was the noise.   



	If humans had ears to hear and eyes to see into the spiritual realm, they would be astonished at the loud and varied sounds generated in an anointed church service. They would hear the noise of rushings and voices thundering. They would see spiritual conflict, warfare and celestial beings in myriads of activities. Angry and noisy devils would be fearfully leaving the church premises and angels would be greatly rejoicing at the victory when these spirits left. The old Quakers always used to have a window open in church so the devils could leave out quickly when spiritual responses to the Holy Spirit began to warm up in hearty praises and strong exclamations of faith and joy.



	The first thing everyone present wants to hear when a baby is born, is new life expressing itself in a loud cry. God did not plan life to be silent, inhibited or restricted. He put no limits on sound and speech. The Holy Spirit put no laws in the church stating that Christians could only rejoice in church quietly and with decorous dignity. Christ never ordained that His people could only receive a small pinch of blessing as long as they received it quietly so as not to disturb others.   



	Children love to make noise and do it with lively sound. Parents love to hear it, as they know that their children are alive and healthy. A small child is most unhappy when his parents take away his or her drum set, when they were in the peak of enjoying loud noise. 



UNHOLY NOISES

	There can be the wrong kind of noise in church as well as the right sounds inspired by the presence and working of the Spirit. There are the joyful reactions inspired by the Holy Spirit as He fills the heart with joy, love and the overwhelming glory of His presence; also there can be expressions of sorrow when conviction of sin troubles the conscience.  



	Of course there can also be the dead vainglorious sounds of well practiced anthems, the wailing howls of well polished oratorios arising out of empty hearts and songs played in vain attempts to please God by their excellence in musicianship. There is also the deadly lack of sound, the stygian silence of hypocritical quietness that mimics tranquility. 



	Visitors to a certain church in Argentina discovered that God was filling His people with joy. So much so, that the members were actually dancing in the glory of their joy with the devotion and fervor of David the King of Israel. Seeing this, the visitors decided to return to their own church and teach their people to dance. They were so pleased with their success that they called an elder to come down and see them. The elder went down and observed them dance, but in stunned shock at the sight of their empty joyless actions, cried out, "Stop, quit, shut the music off." 



	Then he succinctly said to the local pastor, "Son, before an airplane can ever fly, they have to dig deep into the earth and extract the material from which to make it. Here you are trying to fly a plane from the drawing boards before you have done any digging for the right materials or have even begun to make an airplane. Such dancing was not inspired by the fervor of devotion or the joy of redemption, but was simply the enthusiasm of the flesh and for the flesh. It was like the dancing in any disco in town where young folk go to socialize, exercise or have fun.   



	David the King informed his criticizing wife, Michael, that he danced unto the Lord, not just to play and have a good time. Then he added, as if to clinch the fact in her mind, that she was not going to stop him so if she did not like it, then he was going to do it again the next day and dance more energetically and be yet more vile in her eyes.



INTO SPIRITUAL REALMS

	"Then the spirit took me up..." Ezekiel was carried up into the celestial sphere by the Spirit of God. He looked through the crystal door and had a vision of high celestial beings. They surrounded him and he was there with them. God had already given him a commission and the next thing Jehovah was giving His servant, was to know that he was not alone in his duties, but was surrounded and accompanied by a great company of mighty beings. He was lifted into the presence of the innumerable hosts of the army of God and shown what a mighty and numerous army it was.



	Jesus said to Pilate that if He wanted to, He could call six legions of mighty angels to fight for Him. Incidentally, on one occasion in the history of Israel, it only took one angel to destroy 185,000 soldiers in one night. So if Gods army of angels is made up of such mighty warriors it is a fearsome army indeed.



	Ezekiel entered into a new dimension of the Spirit and was made to realize the power of his commission and understand that he could fulfill the commission that God sent him to do regardless of impeding difficulties. All the powers of hell could not keep Ezekiel from fulfilling the divine command.   



	When there is a commissioning and the revelation of God's will, new dimensions of spiritual understanding are attained. Ezekiel was given a much larger vision as the door of heaven was opened to him in preparation for his coming ministry. 

  

	With the baptism in the Holy Spirit there is just a peek through the door, but there are uncharted heights, far beyond the range of human eyes and ears, waiting for the growing child of God to explore. New worlds to be discovered and hidden areas of mystery to enter, mysteries so glorious, that when a person returns from visiting those places, it seem hard to find the words to express much about it. Divine glories are beyond earthly words. Paul, on his return from a visit to that celestial sphere briefly said in 2Corinthians chapter 12 and verse 4, "He was caught up into paradise, and heard unspeakable words, which it is not lawful for a man to utter."    



	There are glorious realms in the Spirit to be introduced into the lives and concepts of God's children. The church of Christ is not as abandoned and alone as it appears on the surface. There is another company quite near even though it remains in the realm of the invisible. Saint Paul was allowed to enter that high realm, but then was sent back to the earthly atmosphere again to continue on with his commission. It was not time yet for him to stay there, however, he was made aware that he was united with that mighty army of God. 



In Hebrews chapter 12 verses 22 and 23 it states: "But you are come to Mount Zion and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem and to an innumerable company of angels. To the general assembly and church of the firstborn, which are written in heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect." The writer of the book of Hebrews does not present this truth as something far into the distant future, he writes it in the present tense as something taking place right now. 



In Zechariah chapter 3 verse 7 we read: "Thus says the Lord of hosts: 'If you will walk in My ways and if you will keep My command, then you shall also judge My house and likewise have charge of My courts; I will give you places to walk Among these who stand here." Also in Daniel chapter 4 verse 13 it states: "I saw in the visions of my head upon my bed and behold, a watcher and a holy one came down from heaven," verse 17: "This matter is by the decree of the watchers." Verse 23: "And whereas the king saw a watcher and a holy one coming down from heaven and saying, "Hew the tree down and destroy it." Verse 31: "While the word was in the king's mouth, there fell a voice from heaven, saying, "O King Nebuchadnezzar, to you it is spoken; the kingdom is departed from you."



	Whose voice was it that king Nebuchadnezzar heard? He heard the voice of the holy watchers that are ever watching the affairs of men. One of the celestial holy ones of the invisible armies of heaven. The king walked in the material world but he was made to realize that there was another world very real and perceptible although invisible to his eyes. He heard the voice from those watchers foretelling coming events that would take place according to their word.  



EZEKIEL ENCOURAGED

	When Ezekiel realized the reality of the invisible help at his side, he knew that he could boldly go forth into the spiritual battle and come through victoriously. He could stand alone in an impossible situation with absolutely no visible hand to help him and be triumphant, because he knew that the Captain of the Heavenly Hosts was also with him. The Divine Captain of the Lord's hosts had emboldened him to believe for the impossible. Who can stand against the armies of God that accompany the man with a divine commission. Paul, with his commission, wrote in the book of Romans chapter 8 and verse 31: "What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us?"  



 	The accompanying holy beings, which joined themselves to Ezekiel, were not shown to him at the beginning of the vision but near the end of it. This was because Ezekiel had to have a revelation of God first. Then He introduced him to those wondrous heavenly beings.

    

	The writer of the book of Hebrews in chapter 1 verses 13,14 wrote concerning the angelic ministry, "To which of the angels has He ever said, 'Sit on My right hand, until I make your enemies your footstool?' Are they not all ministering spirits sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation?" Notice that it is 'for' them who shall be heirs of salvation not 'to' them. 



Powerful forces are released when the word of God has been spoken in the heavenlies, then echoed into the heart of a commissioned man or woman of God, who then speak those words in faith. This is when the ministering angels begin to fulfill those spoken words on earth.   



	A church in a certain town in Argentina had been ravaged by a resurgence of spiritualism in the town. It had contaminated many church members with fear. People were confused and stayed away from church in their fear. The pastor called for one of the elder missionaries to come and help. On his arrival they spent the mornings in prayer concerning their situation. On Thursday about 10:00 AM, God began to speak to the elder concerning the passage of scripture in Hebrews chapter 12 and verses 22,23 which state: "You are come unto mount Zion and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels; To the general assembly and church of the firstborn, which are written in heaven, and to God the Judge of all and to the spirits of just men made perfect."   



That elder saw in vision that church building filled with devils and angels. That church was a dark sanctuary that would seat about 500 people and had a high platform in front. However, that morning there were only a visible congregation of about six human beings present in that empty but overflowing sanctuary. The elder knew that devils were present to hinder or block the word of faith being spoken, but the angels were awaiting the orders given by the Holy Spirit that would release them, spoken in faith. 



God sent that elder to that platform with orders to declare the word of God to that invisible congregation. He was to say every word that he could speak believing. There were some things that were given to him to declare that were more than he could dare to say as his faith failed him. He had to declare in faith to that invisible congregation the victories of God that were going to happen there in the near future. He spoke for about 45 minutes in that empty building and prophesied to that congregation of invisible beings. God assured him of victory so he left the town and returned home. After leaving, he felt very pressured. He was well aware of the fact that what he had declared had better take place or else he would be branded a false prophet for sure.  



	The next Saturday they had a birthday party in that church. As they said grace over the refreshments, the Spirit of God came upon them and 14 were filled with the Holy Ghost. From that day on, God began to move in a revival of faith and power and the forces of spiritualism were gone! The angel forces had been released by that word of faith. Within six weeks all that this elder had dared to proclaim was accomplished without his doing anything more about it.   



JOINED TO THEM

	Ezekiel was caught up into the heavenlies where things originate and where celestial beings were occupied, to become a part of events on earth. Ezekiel's spirit vibrated in unison with them, having the same inspirations, the same faith and the same purposes. Experimentally Ezekiel was caught up into the spiritual noise, dynamic activity and the voice of God until he became an integral part of it all. It was an introduction into a world so glorious and unworldly that it made him aware of the immense superiority of the heavenly spheres.   



	A certain missionary was asked by a friend to accompany him to his field of labor in a neighboring country. On the train with his friend he asked in what city they were going to begin.    His friend answered that they would begin in a certain border city then he queried. "Why do you ask?" To his surprise, he received in answer the assurance that within three days, they would see the Holy Spirit manifest Himself in power and mercy.   



	"How do you know that?" the friend questioned. The missionary answered, "Because I am going there." His friend was shocked and said, "You must be joking, that church has been there seven years and the Holy Spirit has never moved in any manner in that place." Nevertheless, the second day the Holy Spirit came down and moved not only in that church, but in the following months the Spirit manifested the grace of Christ throughout that whole area.



	God wants to move His servants into areas far beyond the mental and natural. He would open doors into the supernatural. As His servants obey His voice and seek His face, He will take them into new dimensions of spiritual reality where the voice of God is heard and the purposes of God are revealed.



	The visions that were given to Annie Schisler, were not only lovely pictures of the celestial spheres, but were revelations of realities in the invisible world. In one visions she desired of the Lord to let her stay there in that heavenly world, so she begged Him saying, "Lord, please don't make me go back. Please let me stay here." Jesus answered her, "Child, if I wanted to bring you here to be with me then why do you think I healed you from your cancer? Even so, only a small part of you ever leaves here and goes back. Most of your being stays here with me." 



	When Ezekiel came down from the heavenly vision and sat with the captives by the river,   only a small part of him came back. He had been joined in spirit to the heavenly armies and moved into a new dimension. He was brought into realities far beyond wishful thinking. He was no longer like a small child asking childish petitions of his parents, of which occasionally one was answered. Ezekiel had become like a child grown to maturity who has earned the parent's trust and is permitted to writes his own checks, so-to-speak.



	Ezekiel was joined with the celestial army. All true prophets, apostles and teachers that walk in the anointing of the Holy Spirit will be joined to that army; they will become part of the celestial hosts fulfilling the purposes of God on the earth. In effect, God had said to Ezekiel, that he would receive instruction from the thorns and thistles, that the people would utterly reject him, but nevertheless, He was sending him to them with His words and as His mouthpiece on earth. Eventually they would know that a true prophet had been amongst them.   



PLACE OF GLORY

	"Then the spirit took me up and I heard behind me a voice of a great rushing, saying, 'Blessed be the glory of the Lord from His place.'" His Place! What is His place? Where is His place? Ah yes, of course, His place is the place where God is. Where He chooses to reveal Himself and manifest His presence. In that place there is a resplendent glory, a shekinah light, a radiant splendor that is unfathomable and incomprehensible. That Supreme glory cannot come any place else, but from His place. The place where the presence of God is ever manifested to His subjects.



	Ezekiel was not talking about the manifested glory of His works, but about the shekinah glory emanating from the throne. The glory of the Lord flows out from His place. Ezekiel was taken up into that world where the glory of God is the intrinsic atmosphere of the celestial.   



	John the revelator was caught up into that place when the spirit said, "Come up hither and I will show you..." The book of revelation is full of the frustrating attempts of John to describe in earthly terms, the heavenly glories in his vision. The words that are hardly sufficient to describe things in our material world, are frustratingly inadequate and incompetent to ever portray or describe the wonders of the celestial.



	There is ever a glory flowing when Christ manifests His presence in His church, but the manifestation of His Presence is ever so rare. Traveling in many churches throughout the world there was much grief in beholding the spiritual poverty of faith, love and glory, when God has provided such immensity of spiritual riches.



	The defeated kings of olden times had their thumbs cut off and scrabbled for the food that dropped onto the floor from the victorious king's table. In some churches it appeared that the children of God were similarly scrabbling around trying to find a few crumbs to eat when they were invited to partake freely of the riches of provender on the conquering King's table. No, those Christians were not mutilated in their hands, only in their minds, their spiritual understanding and in their faith.   



HAVING BOLDNESS LET US DRAW NEAR

	In Hebrews chapter 10 verse 19 we read, "Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus…"  Verse 22, "Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water."    



	Jesus said in the parable of the good Shepherd, "I am the door." He alone is the door of entry into the glory of His presence. One must press through that door, it is well worth the effort.   Some have said, "Well, I have sought the Lord and nothing happens." Of course it didn't and nothing will happen until the Holy Spirit has prepared such a one and made him ready. Just keep on seeking for "He is the rewarder of them that diligently seek Him." Continue on seeking Him with intensity of soul and a whole heart. In Hebrews chapter 11 and verse 6, we read: "For he that comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him." 

   

BITTERNESS OF SPIRIT

	Ezekiel was told to eat the roll and by doing so he would know that judgment was coming to his land and not only on his land but in lands yet to come, like our land. If the Holy Spirit can bring a person to realize, like He did with Ezekiel, that war, pestilence, judgment and ruin are sure to come; then that person would cry out to his God for help and mercy. Where there is divine urgency there will also be the empathetic pain of bitterness in the spirit of intercession.



	There was a certain young prophetess in Jerusalem who was sent by God to give a warning to the leading rabbi in Bucharest. She was to warn him that all of the Jewish people were to leave their homes and country immediately and go to Jerusalem. She was very fearful of fulfilling such an order but nevertheless she obeyed went. She finally gained entrance and as she stood before him, she prophesied that God had sent her to warn them and instruct them to sell out everything they had at once regardless of price and leave the city. The rabbi laughed at her in anger and scorned her message, then cast her out of his office. Less than 12 months later an earthquake struck Bucharest and the epicenter of that earthquake was in the Jewish quarters of that great city. Thousands of Jews were killed and many more wounded and all their goods was destroyed.



	The Rabbi and that young woman met again a couple of years later in Jerusalem and with tears streaming down his face he begged her pardon. "You gave me and my people a true prophesy but we refused to hear it, so many of my people perished because of my unbelief." She was sent of God with a word. It didn't matter whether they would hear or whether they would refuse to hear,   she had to speak to them God's word.



	A person cannot receive an alarming and terrible word like that, without also receiving much bitterness and grief of spirit. Without pain and hurt deep within his spirit, the prophet of God cannot properly carry the message of judgment, retribution or punishment. The divine messenger with the Word of God in his heart will keenly feel the heart-break of coming sorrow. Ezekiel was joined to this heavenly army, but with the grief and sorrow of the Holy Spirit within.	   



	It is axiomatic that whenever the indignation of the Holy Spirit arises within a human spirit,   powerful and wonderful things are about to happen. That is often true when involved in exorcism.   If the anointing moves into sudden deep indignation, deliverance is sure to follow. When the Holy Spirit rises and lifts up His banner, the forces of evil take warning and flee. It is as if in the invisible world there is a thundering crash of power in the divine command and a flashing of dreadful lethal light. Those evil forces of darkness run pell-mell to escape that wrath and light.   



	It is written in Hebrews chapter 12 and verse 29 that, "Our God is a consuming fire." The gentleness of God as He treats with his small earthly children is only one part of His nature, just like it can be a part of human nature.



	Pick up a little baby and he is so cuddly and sweet, but yet that same child can be angry and rebellious so that nothing can calm it. If a young lad defies his father and deliberately does what he was plainly told not to do, that lad will find that there is another side to his daddy's nature which he quickly discovers to his own sorrow. There is another side to God that is not all kindness and benevolence.   



	There is also the bitterness of indignation and the hatred of evil, a fire can kindle within, a pressure as something burning deep in the heart. David, the king of Israel describes this in Psalm 39 and verse 3: "My heart was hot within me; while I was musing, the fire burned: then I spoke with my tongue."    



GOD'S ARMY

	Ezekiel was caught up and joined to the celestial army. It was a mighty army of creatures born out of the fire; they were extraordinary and phenomenal beings that would go with him wherever he was sent by God to go. Ezekiel had the revelation of those glorious creatures that he might know that they too would go with him and he would no longer be alone, even in the most difficult assignments. He was promised that the power of the Most High would be with him to accomplish the divine will and fulfill His word.   



	The prophet Joel was given to behold that army of the Lord and writes about them in his book, chapter 2 and verses 3 through 11: "A fire devours before them and behind them a flame burns; The land is like the Garden of Eden before them and behind them a desolate wilderness; Surely nothing shall escape them. Their appearance is like the appearance of horses; And like swift steeds, so they run. With a noise like chariots over mountaintops they leap, like the noise of a flaming fire that devours the stubble, like a strong people set in battle array. Before them the people writhe in pain; All faces are drained of color. They run like mighty men, they climb the wall like men of war; Every one marches in formation and they do not break ranks. They do not push one another; Every one marches in his own column. Though they lunge between the weapons, they are not cut down. They run to and fro in the city, they run on the wall; They climb into the houses, they enter at the windows like a thief. The earth quakes before them, the heavens tremble; The sun and moon grow dark and the stars diminish their brightness. The Lord gives voice before His army, for His camp is very great; For strong is the One who executes His word. For the day of the Lord is great and very terrible; Who can endure it?" 







CHAPTER 20



HE EMPOWERED ME

Ezekiel 3:12-14: "Then the Spirit lifted me up and I heard behind me a great, thunderous, rushing voice saying, 'Blessed is the glory of the Lord from His place!' I also heard the noise of the wings of the living creatures that touched one another and the noise of the wheels beside them and a great, thunderous, rushing noise. So the Spirit lifted me up and took me away and I went in bitterness, in the heat of my spirit; but the hand of the Lord was strong upon me."



	At the beginning of Ezekiel's vision, he scribes, "The hand of the Lord was there upon me." Now, towards the close of his vision, Ezekiel adds that Lord's hand was strong upon him. The words "the hand of the Lord was upon me," is one way of expressing that the anointing of the Holy Spirit had come upon him. Now by using the words "The Lord's hand was strong upon me," Ezekiel was describing the strength and power of that anointing.



	There are times when the anointing of the Holy Spirit is sweet and gentle upon the praises or prayers of a believer; however, such an anointing does not reflect the empowering of God. Ezekiel was referring to the empowering upon him because he had already received his commission. His orders have been defined and he is almost at the end of his preparation in the vision; therefore the enabling power by the hand of God now rested strongly upon him.    



	After the Holy Ghost came upon Jesus at Jordan and as it were, commissioned him, He went into the desert for 40 days and 40 nights. Then, according to the account written in Luke chapter 4 and verse 14, "Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit into Galilee and there went out a fame of him through all the region round about." Another way of saying, "In the power of the Spirit," would be: "The hand of the Lord was strong upon Him." Only then, did Jesus begin His miracle ministry.    



	God was showing His newly appointed prophet that when the preparation is over, His Spirit would come upon His servant in an empowering way, that will make him able to fulfill his commission. The enduing of power upon His commissioned servants has been evident all through Christian history. Wonderful miracles were manifest in the ministries of John Wesley and George Fox in England; there was a power of the Spirit accompanying their life. The same mighty power was manifested in the ministry of Martin Luther in Germany, John Calvin in Switzerland, Charles Spurgeon in London and Charles G. Finney in the United States.    



	Some men are given quite unusual orders in their commission; for instance, God told George Fox that he was never to take off his hat in honor to any person. In those days in England it was of the highest propriety to give honor to rulers and kings. The custom of doffing their hat, was a way of showing respect to anyone that was to be honored. Therefore, not to do so was an open insult, yet God told George Fox he was not to show such high honor to anyone but God. Obedience to that one order from God led the Quaker believers into much persecution. Nevertheless, George Fox and his followers, the Quakers, were a powerful influence for God and the church in his day.



	God empowers His ministers or else they could never be able to fulfill His orders. Ezekiel said that he went in the bitterness and heat of his Spirit. The word here translated bitterness is the Hebrew word 'Marah'. However, the Hebrew lexicon translates the word as sadness or sorrow. Ezekiel had to eat the roll in which were written lamentations, woes and the terrible things that were to come upon Israel; this revelation of the coming judgments on his people caused the bitterness of sorrow and sadness in his heart.    



	He also states that he went in the heat of his spirit meaning he felt indignation, or even anger in his spirit. The anointing of the Holy Spirit will often bring a burning intensity of purpose in the spirit. A servant of God cannot be apathetic, but be deeply stirred and intense in his or her spirit. They must be set aflame by the fire of God. He must be able to empathize with the people in their sorrows, miseries, grief and pains and even feel the very heart-grief of God for suffering humanity.    



	The prophet went with bitter tears of sorrow burning in his soul; there was something kindled within him that was too deep for words to express. He had been given the message, then given the commission and after that, he was set aflame.



	 Jesus spoke of receiving a definite impartation of authority-power recorded in Acts chapter 1verse 8: "You shall receive power after that the Holy Ghost has come upon you." That enduing of power is an absolute necessity in order for a servant of God to be an effective in witnessing about the redemptive power of the crucified Christ. According to Jesus words, the power comes after and not before the baptism in the Holy Spirit. Jesus did not give any time frame as to how long after but is definitely located as a consequence of the Holy Spirit's coming to the disciples on the day of Pentecost.     



	The Greek word for receive, is 'Lambano' and it can be accurately translated 'to claim' or 'seize hold.' Because of our English idioms the word seems to give a meaning of passivity, but it is not a passive verb, it is an active verb. This means that there must be an action on the part of the person receiving.     



In the Gospels the word is used in the receiving of wages after a day's work. The workman must actually go and seek out the pay master, then, after signing the pay slip, he extends his hand seizes the money and pockets the wages. He then has received his wages. The pay master would not seek out the workman and put the money in his pocket, as a passive verb would suggest. In Acts chapter 1verse 8 we read: "You shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, in all Judea, Samaria and to the end of the earth." 

   

	In the history of many servants of God that have received this empowering, it is known that this gracious gift came to them after they were already filled with the Holy Spirit. Then after an indefinite time of intensely seeking the face of God, they were empowered. Often their testimony included many hours and days of fasting and prayer. The Holy Spirit inspired a cry in their hearts for the empowering that would help and enable them to fulfill their commission and orders. Then there came to them a tremendous moment where faith was rewarded and the empowering was given.    



	Sometimes God will speak a creative word such as the word to Paul, or the Spirit of God may grant a creative vision as to Ezekiel, but in whatever way in might come to His servants, from that time forward they walk and work in the power of God. Also that empowering and faith will develop and grow as their life develops. 



	It is impossible to be an effective witness of Jesus without the power of God confirming the word in some manner. Elijah knew that such a manifestation was sorely needed to confirm and prove His message to backslidden Israel. Therefore, he challenged God and Baal to prove their reality and supremacy. We find the record of this in 1Kings chapter 18 verse 24: "Call on the name of your gods and I will call on the name of the Lord and the God that answers by fire, let him be God. And all the people answered and said, 'It is well spoken.'"     



	The first revival outside of the city of Jerusalem after the day of Pentecost, was in Samaria, as Philip, empowered by the Holy Spirit, witnessed truly and effectively of the resurrection of Jesus. Evangelism cannot be very effective unless it be confirmed with some demonstration of the power and veracity of God and their message of Him. That is why Jesus instructed the disciples to tarry in Jerusalem until they were endued with power. That empowering, prepares the ministers of God to receive orders that will in turn releases faith to believe for the miracles needed to confirm the word preached of the truth of God's love, grace and power.



	In the gospel of John chapter 4 verse 48, Jesus was referring to bringing people into faith in God, it states: "Then said Jesus unto him, 'Except ye see signs and wonders, ye will not believe.'" That is exactly how revival began in the city of Samaria under the ministry of Philip. That revival is recorded in Acts chapter 8 and verse 6: "And the people with one accord gave heed unto those things which Philip spoke, hearing and seeing the miracles which he did."    



	Suppose a missionary out in some foreign land stand on a street corner and proclaims the gospel of Jesus Christ, telling one and all that his are the true words of salvation and there is no other. However, on the opposite street corner there is the voice of a Jehovah Witness cult doing the same thing for his religion and on another street corner there is a young Mormon proclaiming the unique truth of his brand of religion, at the same time on the fourth corner there is a Catholic priest declaring that only through the Catholic priesthood is there any entrance into heaven. Now how is the utterly confused man in the middle of the street ever going to know which religion will take care of his soul when he steps out into the darkness of death? Each one of those corner preachers are inflexible in thinking and proclaiming that he and he alone has the right religion. Each one is declaring, "What I preach is the way to eternal happiness and there is no other."    



	How can the frustrated listener ever know what is the truth? Is there any proof at all that there is forgiveness of sin and a way of entrance into peace and heaven in the next life? As far as the man in the street is concerned it is just one man's word against another. However, in the ministry of Philip in Samaria, the people heard and saw the miracles, therefore, they gave heed to that which was being said. That changed the situation completely. Philip, proved the truth of his gospel message by demonstrating the power of a God in healing them and displayed His love in caring enough to die in their place for the penalty of their sins. 



	Without the manifestation of the power of God it is impossible to witness convincingly of the gospel of Jesus that is mighty to save. Preaching the religion of the Gospel without the power and anointing of the Spirit is no more effective than the preaching of any other religion without the anointing of the power of God. There must be the seizing hold of God's power; His hand must be upon the prophet for his work to be convincing and influential.    



In Mark chapter 2 and verses 10 through 12 we read: "But that you may know that the Son of Man has power on earth to forgive sins"—He said to the paralytic, 'I say to you, arise, take up your bed, and go to your house.' Immediately he arose, took up the bed, and went out in the presence of them all, so that all were amazed and glorified God, saying, 'We never saw anything like this!'" Jesus here made clear that He would prove His power to forgive sins by healing a man so paralyzed that he could neither walk or care for himself. He would do that so that the people might know by this extraordinary miracle that there was a super abundance of power at His command, including the power to forgive sins.     



	The educated rulers of the Jews firmly believed that no angel in heaven and no man on earth could ever forgive sins, only God, only the righteous, eternal holy One. Therefore, when Jesus stood and openly forgave the sins of the paralytic and proved his power by the miracle of healing, the rulers were apoplectic in rejection and wrath.    



CONFIRMING POWER

Mark chapter 16 verse 20 informs us that the disciples went forth and preached everywhere, the Lord working with them and confirming the word with signs following.     



Jesus said quite frankly in John chapter 10 verses 37 and 38: "If I do not do the works of My Father, do not believe Me; but if I do, though you do not believe Me, believe the works, that you may know and believe that the Father is in Me, and I in Him." 



	Again He spoke of the importance of works that manifest the power of God as a witness of Himself and of the truth of His life, His works and His message. In the gospel of John chapter 5 verse 36, Jesus said, "I have greater witness than that of John: for the works which the Father has given me to finish, the same works that I do, bear witness of me, that the Father has sent me." Obviously Jesus referred to the miracles He worked as the witness of the validity of being sent by His Father and of His message. He said in other words that His miraculous works would prove that what He said was true. He pointed to the anointing of miracle power to prove His commission and His words.   



CONVINCING POWER

In the gospel of John chapter 16 verses 8 through 11, Jesus referred to the Comforter which was to come, and said, "When He is come, He will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: Of sin, because they believe not on me; Of righteousness, because I go to my Father, and you will see me no more; Of judgment, because the prince of this world is judged." 



	When the power of God is given to a ministry it can and will manifest itself in various ways and works in different people. Not one of His ministers are going to be the same as another and they will all have different ministries and purposes to perform and each will be according to his or her commission.



JOHN THE BAPTIST

In the gospel of John chapter 10 verses 40 through 42 we read that Jesus, "went away again beyond Jordan into the place where John at first baptized; and there he abode and many resorted unto him, and said, John did no miracle: but all things that John said about this man were true and many believed on him there." 

 

	John the Baptist was without doubt a man of God with the hand of God heavy upon him yet it is written that John did no miracle. The miracle, power and commissioning of His life was manifested in another kind of miracle. The miracle was that he had such a powerful anointing in his message, that tens of thousands of people even from distant cities went far away to the Jordan valley in the Judean desert of the dead sea depression, to find and listen to a young unknown vagabond prophet. Furthermore, they walked all that difficult journey only to be convinced of their sins, confess their sins and be baptized in the river Jordan. 



	A great multitude of people from Jerusalem and Judea went out to hear John in the desert.    That fact alone was a tremendous miracle. It was a major journey to leave their homes and travel those long weary miles by foot out into the desert places near Jordan. John was an unknown preacher working no miracles. he was dressed worse than a beggar and preached a message of repentance. All too easily the people could consider some illusionistic hermit who had lost his reason in the loneliness of the desert, but no, instead a large multitude went out to listen to him, believing what he said and repented and were baptized.    



	Surely something mysterious, something powerful was working. Some powerful influence was bringing them almost against their will, to that place where John was preaching, far from the comforts of their homes in the city. That was certainly a manifestation of mighty power although not the power we usually call miracle power. The hand of God was upon John in the wilderness.



BILLY GRAHAM

	There was a powerful anointing of God on His servant Billy Graham. He held tremendous meetings accompanied by the miraculous power of conviction of sin upon the multitudes. The Holy Spirit did wondrous works of grace in many hearts and yet He did not work any miracles of healing. He did not have a miracle ministry nor a miracle commission and yet, what greater miracle than the powerful works of grace that turned so many thousands to God.



	Some said that although they were there, they laughed and paid little attention to what Billy Graham was preaching. Nevertheless, something compelled them to remain there. Some testified that when Reverend Graham began to give his invitation to receive Jesus as their Savior, they found themselves on their feet walking down the aisle with tears streaming down their face and crying out to God for mercy, not even knowing how they got there. There was definitely a power present and working and the hand of God was strong upon him.    

 

HEALING POWER

	There are many commissioned men and women of God that sent out with power to work miracles in the realm of physical healings. Those ministries also operate in various ways according to the orders given in their individual commission. Especially in this twentieth century generation, the Holy Spirit used many wonderful servants and the power of God was upon them to heal sick and tortured bodies. These men and women ministered in the mysterious and marvelous healing power of God; not one of them operated in the same way as any one of the others. Nevertheless, they one and all gave certain evidence that the hand of God was strong upon them and they were a true witness of Jesus.



SMITH WIGGLESWORTH

	Smith Wigglesworth, the man of God from England, worked in dramatic ways. He had a faith both daring and challenging. He had a tough attitude towards sickness, because he believed that all sicknesses was caused by the devil and he definitely had no mercy for the devil. He would do strange things in his services. For instance if a person had a place in their body where it was hurting them, Smith would often strike that place while praying for that individual. He would stamp on people's sore feet, push people with crutches and strike tumors with force. He was rough and crude, but it was amazing how many thousands of sick and afflicted were made whole by the merciful power of God. It was obvious that the hand of God was strong upon him.



CHARLES PRICE

	Charles S. Price was a man from Canada. He had a ministry of amazing faith accompanied by the manifested presence of the Holy Spirit. There was no special calling out, no special prophetic operation but like the apostle Peter of old, there was such a power in his spoken word that people sat enthralled and weeping under the convicting power of the Holy Spirit. His ministry was confirmed by the countless miracles of healings of all kinds that were obvious to all observers.   At the close of his message hundreds of convicted sinners would come streaming to the altars crying copiously for God to have mercy. They had come under the shadow of the hand of God that was upon His servant.



JACK COLE

	Jack Cole, another man of God, who when he was in Washington, D.C. in a meeting with about 4,000 people in the D.A.R. auditorium. As he was ministering, the anointing was upon him and he called out to all those that had any type of stomach tumors, or cancers to come forward. The first woman in line had a tumor in her abdomen that was larger than a mature pregnancy. Her oversize dress could not conceal the growth within her body and she could hardly walk. She struggled up the stairs onto the platform. Jack Cole met her, took her hand and said, "Do you believe that Jesus can heal you?" "Yes," She firmly answered. Then Jack said "In the Name of Jesus," and at that instant, he took his fist (he was a man of at least 6 feet tall and weighing 250 or more pounds) and with all his strength he hit her stomach. It was amazing to watch her face. It went through so many changes so quickly. First there was shock, then pain, then anger, then amazement, then joy - and all that in just a few seconds. That huge tumor disappeared instantly and her dress hung upon her frame like an empty sack. Where that mass of tumor cells went and how they so mysteriously disappeared nobody knew, but they were instantly gone. For material substance to instantly disappear like that is a scientific impossibility, but everyone present witnessed it when it happened.



	The next person in line for prayer was not certain that they even wanted to be prayed for, but there was no doubt in any mind that day, that the hand of God was strong upon him.



MARY WOODWORTH ETTER

	A petite country woman from Midwestern United States. Her story is of a lifetime of miracles and power and manifestations of true grace and mercy of God. God in mercy healed every conceivable condition of misery, pain, sickness and disablement known to the human body. Her long ministry is chronicled in the book entitled, "A Diary Of Signs And Wonders". It is a classic journal of many years of almost daily miracles of all kinds. She was another Servant of God upon whom the hand of God rested heavily upon. 



ROY HILL

 	Roy Hill was a prophet who would know by the Spirit every disease the supplicant ever had and what was the present illness in his body. He would not let a person tell him what was wrong. He would say, "Don't you tell me, I'll tell you," then he proceeded to tell them every disease or injury that person ever had and how they got it. He often said that he could see a light passing through their body that would show him scars left there and what had caused that scar." 



	One man had a back injury and a knee injury, he was telling him, "I see you going down some stairs; it's dark; it's probably a basement or cellar; you're falling down those stairs." It was absolutely accurate. The man told how he did it. Roy Hill said, "But that's not what you're here for." Then Roy Hill said to him, "You're here because you have an ulcer and it's about the size of a silver dollar." He proceeded to tell him in what part of the stomach it was located.



	The man just stood looking at him and answered "Yes, that's true," Then Roy said to him,   "Now, go home and eat a good meal of ham and eggs; God has healed you. After all, you like to eat at night don't you?" The man replied "No, I don't often eat at night." Roy responded, "You ought to." The man said, "Why?" Why? Roy Hill said, "Because you're a preacher and most preachers eat at night after service." When the prophet said that, the man burst into tears because he had said to himself before coming to the service, "I will go there where no one knows me, but if this man is really a prophet of God he will know and tell me that I am a minister." So, when Roy Hill spoke those words, his faith was immediately lifted up high. The next night that preacher came and gave his testimony and told how he went home and ate a steak and felt wonderful and that was the end of his ulcer.



	Each one of these commissioned ones, along with hundreds of others like them, had been given a commission and a faith along with that commission. Such men of God are not actors in a drama; they are not working in their particular way to put on a show for the crowd; neither are they men playing games or putting on some heart touching drama. They were men and women who went in a bitterness of spirit and an intensity of hatred, engendered by the Holy Spirit. This intense zeal mingled with compassion was against life crippling pain, diseases and sins of a people whom the devil had bound in chains of grief, heartache and infirmity.    



	Like Ezekiel, these men and women went in the heat of their spirit. True men sent of God will have something stirring so deep within that they will sometimes even move outside of all the boundaries of acceptable methods.    



GIFTS OF MERCY

	Pain and disease are terrible scourges to mankind, especially the kind, concerning which,   the doctor sadly shakes his head and can do nothing to bring healing. Already the medications, analgesics and pain relievers have been exhausted and pain still eats at the vital organs and death begins to knock on the door. At such a time, the grace of healing is truly a wonderful and precious gift of God. That is when the hand of Mercy is extended to help through a person commissioned by God; a person sent with orders to bring healing and deliverance to the hurting, desperate victim of sickness and infirmity.    



	When a person is in hopeless pain and their body is twisted and deformed by merciless infirmities, it is a great joy to see them healed and made whole. What mysterious wonder it is, when the hand of God, in response to the command in the Name of Jesus, reaches out and strengthens withered limbs and enables someone to walk again. It is a thrilling sight to see people stretch up their hands and shout praises to God with tears streaming down their face. Incidentally, tears will be streaming down almost everybody else's face also. That miracle, done in the Name of Jesus, is a powerful demonstration of divine love and power before the eyes of everyone present. The healing power of the Holy Spirit, once again, has given an undeniable witness that Jesus Christ died, rose again and is alive today.    



	Again, when a person in the pitiable state of blindness has his eyes opened by the healing mercies of God and their cry of wondering ecstasy at sight restored fills the sanctuary; then the congregation is left without any doubt of the reality of God in that place. They are no longer questioning the message of the man or  woman of God because their eyes can see the powerful effect of God's mercy. They all can testify that they have seen the miraculous power of God wipe out darkness and bring sight to the blind. When God in healing mercy opens blind eyes or opens ears that are deaf, it is very difficult to doubt the message or the messenger in the face of such evidence.



DELIVERING POWER

	The word of God brings deliverance. In one healing crusade there was a young lady supplicant who came and wrote on an the address card that she had parasites. I started to pray for her when I was suddenly stopped by the Spirit. I said to her "No, you do not have any parasites.    However what you do have is a terrible phobia. You have been afraid to go out of your house.     You spend most of your life in your room. You have especially been afraid to go out and walk on the streets." She burst into tears and cried out "My God, how did you know about that?"  



	She told me, "I came here with three catholic friends with the express purpose to prove that you and your message is all false, but instead I find that it is all true. I definitely do not have any parasites, that was a lie to prove you were a fraud and these services were a hoax. However, about two years ago, a thief on the street snatched my purse away from me and it so terrified me that I have practically lived in my room since then; I panic even with the thought of going on the streets alone." The merciful God delivered that tormented young lady from her fears and debilitating phobia that day.    



	People hurting and ill long to be set free from whatever is afflicting them. Sick folk in every town or village on this planet will seek out physicians and healers of every persuasion and at any cost. When people see that there is power to heal and deliver with divine reality manifested,   they will certainly be inclined to believe the message.    



	Regardless of what area of ministry God sends His servants there should be the power of God upon them to accomplish his commission. It takes more than using the power of persuasion, personality, natural giftings, psychology, or psychic manipulation of people. Ministry that originates in lowly man, definitely cannot manifest that delivering power unless the hand of the Lord is strong upon them. 



FRAUD OR TRUTH

	In the year 1921 a group of ministers got together to visit an evangelistic tent crusade being held by Aimee Semple McPherson. There had been tremendous reports in the papers about all kinds of strange and wonderful miracles God was doing in that place. These eminent ministers of the cloth went there to prove that it definitely was not the work of God.



	These were well known well educated men of the church and when they heard about people shaking and falling down and also being healed, they were most skeptical and totally rejected the claims of the people. They believed that the people who had propagated these reports had electric wires underneath the platform and would push electric buttons and make people jump. So, the first thing these august gentlemen did, was crawl around under the platform in the dust and dark before the service searching for the electric wires, but all they could find were cobwebs.    



	That first night those worthy ministers sat on the platform with that woman ministering in the power of the Spirit and to their shocked surprise they saw God in infinite mercy at work. They saw miracles and obvious indubitable mercies of healings that witnessed beyond doubt that truly God was in their midst. They saw God answering the prayers of a simple sincere woman as she invoked the mercies of God in the name of Jesus Christ His son.    



Those men dared to listen to what God had to say and they dared to seek the face of God themselves until there was the holy anointing and empowering of the Holy Spirit upon their lives. They were totally convinced from that day forward, because they saw undeniable miracles. Everyone of those pastors not long after became men of God filled with the power of the Holy Ghost.  



	It does not take a prophet to see that the world is coming into some extraordinary times ahead; and God has an answer for extraordinary times and that is to send out men and women with extraordinary commissions and anointings. Without the Holy Spirit's anointing, a man or woman of God cannot stand up against all that the flesh and the world will do, to obstruct and suppress the triumph of the power and glory of God.     



	Today we are living in a different day than in the days of Ezekiel. At that time, God raised up a prophet here or there throughout the centuries, but today God is pouring out His Spirit on all flesh as was prophesied by the prophet Joel when he wrote in chapter 2 and verse 28, "And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out My Spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions."  



	The unbelieving rulers could not deny the works that Jesus did; those works were the one thing that confounded them. It is written of Nicodemus, one of the rulers, in John chapter 3 and verse 2: "The same came to Jesus by night and said unto him, 'Rabbi, we know that You are a teacher come from God: for no man can do the miracles that You do, except God be with him.'"  



	A true Holy Spirit filled witness will operate in a power and anointing that will convince the seeker after truth and confound the critic. The Holy Spirit has come to give something more than the gift to speak in tongues in a prayer language. He has come to commission His servants and give to them an impartation of power, equipping and enabling them to fulfill his orders whatever those orders may be.    





CHAPTER 21



HE IDENTIFIED ME

Ezekiel 3:15: "Then I came to them of the captivity at Tel-abib that dwelt by the river of Chebar and I sat where they sat and remained there astonished among them seven days..."    



	Ezekiel went and dwelt with the captives Jews in Tel-abib. He was sent to minister to a people so shamed, defeated and miserable in the grief of their captivity that he sat stunned in astonishment for seven days. Ezekiel was not sent to minister to the nobles or the high people of society, but to the depressed and despised captives living at the ghetto called Tel-abib which in the Hebrew language was translated 'Hill of corn'. It was a word of reproach meaning that they were eaters of corn. In our English language we have an expression similar to it: 'not worth a hill of beans'. 



In Hebrews chapter 5 verses 1 and 2 we read, "For every high priest taken from among men is ordained for men in things pertaining to God, that he may offer both gifts and sacrifices for sins: Who can have compassion on the ignorant and on them that are out of the way; for that he himself also is compassed with infirmity."  In the Amplified version for verse 2 states: "He is able to exercise gentleness and forbearance toward the ignorant and erring, since he himself also is liable to moral weakness and physical infirmity."    



	It is important for men and women of God, that they be able to identify with the people to whom they are sent to minister, even if those people are unfortunate forlorn slaves held in the hopeless captivity of moral defeat and ruled by the iron hand of the prince of darkness. 



The Egyptians despised farmers and herders of cattle, yet Joseph identified himself with his family and shared in their reproach before the Pharaoh in Egypt. Because of this, the Pharaoh commanded that they live in the best part of his country. Jesus, the Son of God, was also sent by His Father to minister to the captives. He was especially anointed to open their prison doors that their captivity might be ended.    



It is written in Isaiah chapter 61 and verse 1: "The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me; because the Lord has anointed me to preach good tidings to the meek; he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives and the opening of the prison to them that are bound." Unless the man of God can identify with those in captivity and partake of their miseries himself, he will never be able to bring real help to them in their helplessness or be able to give the comfort and hope he himself had found in God. Paul, in 2Corinthians chapter 1 and verse 6 writes: "Whether we be afflicted, it is for your consolation and salvation, which is effectual in the enduring of the same sufferings which we also suffer: or whether we be comforted, it is for your consolation and salvation."     



	After Ezekiel had experienced being lifted up, empowered, taught, delivered and commissioned, he was sent back to live with those despised Jews in captivity. It was to those people he was going to minister the hope, faith and the revelation of God, so in order for him to do this, he had to be identified with them and their lot in life.



	A well known minister shared an experience he had with a Christian psychiatrist. He was getting very tense and pressured in his ministry, so felt he needed some help. To his surprise the psychiatrist told him just to write down on a piece of paper as many answers as he could, to the one question "Who am I?" For several sessions, all he did was keep trying to find answers to that one question. The Dr. kept saying, "Write down everything you can think of." That is a hard question to answer. 



After about a month of this, the Doctor said to him, "Reverend, I think I have the answer to your problem. You have written down everything you could think of, like the fact that you are a pastor, a father, a husband. You wrote your name, that you are a child of your father and mother,  a child of God, a born again Christian; but in all of your answers there is one thing you have not even once mentioned." 



	"Well what in the earth could that be that?" Mused the minister. "Just this, replied the Dr.    "You have never said or even intimated that you are just a man, a human being. You have thought of yourself as a son of God as if you were a superman, and by the power of your faith could live a superhuman life. As if you were above human needs and limitations. You tried to act in your ministry as if somehow you didn't have to have all the problems that normal people have. Come on and be a man and don't be afraid or ashamed of just being a man. Don't be ashamed of being tired,    at times sick or not subject to the laws of healthy living." That doctor gave that man of God, the key to a much better and freer life.



	Just eaters of corn, that's all we are. That is what God made us. We are not supposed to be anything else, for God didn't intend for us to be angels eating manna. Neither did the creator make us devils, even though some may act like that sometimes. The Creator made us as we are, a mixture of animal and divine nature called humans. He does not expect us to be supermen, superwomen or angelic. He wants us to be what we are, very little, very vulnerable and very loved.



	In Ezekiel chapter 3 verse 5 the Lord sais to Ezekiel, "You are not sent to a people of a strange speech and of an hard language, but to the house of Israel." Ezekiel then obeyed and later wrote, "I came to them of the captivity and that's where I dwelt." Yes, he came and lived with his own people, because the Lord told him that he was not sent to a people with a strange language; but to his own people so he would be one with them and live where they lived.



	When Hudson Taylor went to China, he put on Chinese garb, grew his hair in a queue, ate Chinese food and lived with the Chinese. He was very heavily criticized by the other missionaries. However, the greatest Christian work in China was done by Hudson Taylor and his workers and not by his critics who refused to sit where they sat. Ezekiel lived in the ghetto with them in their captivity and became a despised foreign Jew like they were.



	Sometimes missionaries carry a "better that thou" attitude as if they were a super race. Some are proud to be an American, others English, still others Swedish, or Russian etc. They feel as though they are nothing like the poor, ignorant, little people to whom they are sent to  minister, thinking themselves to definitely be a cut above the rest. Such an attitude hinders any or all help they could otherwise give those they are sent to. In order to minister to those in captivity, one must go into their captivity and dwell there.



	God sent Ezekiel to Tel-abib where there was a hill of corn. Obviously then, there was at least corn to eat, so that he was not going to starve. Likewise, the river Chebar flowed by that hill and he would have a water supply while living there. Although he was to dwell with them in captivity, he would still have the hill of corn and the river of abundant life. How many of God's children have been in jails, concentration camps, or in pain chambers and have found that there was the river of God flowing right beside them. Ezekiel was in captivity, but he was by the river in Tel-abib. He was to join the captives but not leave his place by the river. Even in Tel-abib he would be fed and cared for; and his soul would be like a well watered garden.



	When the Lord of the Harvest, the Lover of Souls, took him down deeper into the misery of captivity He let him know that the river would follow him to Tel-abib. Ezekiel was not going to be cut off from the living waters and live in drought; He would have a river beside the hill of corn.  



I SAT WHERE THEY SAT

	"And I sat where they sat." A man of God must come through the same dealings and experiences the people have to. He will have times of testing in his body, economy, spirit and mind. He will have to wrestle through them and find his victories; if not, he will never be able to bring to the people a living word of consolation, comfort and hope. Only as Ezekiel identified with them and learned to drink of that river and eat of that corn could he in turn show to his people how to obtain comfort from those waters and sustenance from that hill of corn.  



	The laying on of hands is a way of identifying with others. Leviticus chapter 1verse 4 states: "And he shall put his hand upon the head of the burnt offering and it shall be accepted on his behalf, to make atonement for him." In this act, he would be personally identified with the sacrificial Lamb slain for his sin. Therefore, after that, he could officiate as a priest, join his faith with others and be identified with them in prayer for their sins. Because he sat where they sat, he would know what it meant to be hurt, lost, desperate, blind and hell bound. His priestly prophetic prayers would come from a compassionate heart that felt the poignancy of the need and could pray with true intensity his fellow's prayer.



	Reese Howell's tells in the book "The Intercessor," written by Norman Grubb,  how that God would identify him with certain people or needs. One time God ordered him to pray for the orphans in India and in order that he could identify with them and feel what they felt, God told him that he must eat just one bowl of porridge a day. For a good many weeks that was his daily allowance and he had to keep on his full work schedule in the coal mines. It was required of him to continue like that, until he prayed through for divine sustenance. He found that he had full strength for that hard work and intercession, with only one bowl of porridge a day. The Lord released him from the requirements, but from that time on he could pray with true heart feeling for those hungry orphan children in India.    



	"I sat where they sat." A servant of God cannot be a cold dispenser of grace like a slot machine, where coins of tithes are dropped in and after the lever is pulled, out comes all the benefits and promises. The slot machine has no identification with its customer. It is cold, lifeless, uncaring and merciless. Most times, it swallows the coins and gives nothing in return.    



	At a certain large conference in Denver, Colorado there was a man ministering healing.    The minister had the people line up in three lines. There was a $25.00 line, a $10.00 line and a $5.00 line. The real prayer of faith was for the $25.00 line; the middle prayer of faith was for the $10.00 line; the weak worn out faith was for the $5.00 line. Such actions definitely are not the result of one who has sat where they sat; but rather one who coldly dispenses divine grace as if it were a slot machine. God definitely does not send forth His commissioned ministers in that manner of ministry.    



	The man of God must be able to say, "I sat where they sat. I hurt where they hurt. I've fought what they've fought. I have wrestled with the same fleshly conflicts that they have wrestled with and I have had the same harassments and frustrations that all the rest of mankind has." That is God's way of joining us, not only in the hurting side but also in the faith and victory side. There will be a joining of heart-felt prayers and sharing in the joy of being the hands or heart or voice through which the divine word of help for deliverance came to them.



	To not be identified, would be like having the waiters and waitresses at a certain restaurant, come in, stand around the table and sing happy birthday. It only makes one feel like a sudden snow storm has come whistling around the table stealing away all the warmth of a lovely family reunion. Another example would be to have a Western Union messenger boy come and knock on the door and say, "I have a telegram for you" and start singing "Happy birthday to you." Although it's true that lad is a faithful bringer of true tidings, he is not identified with either the sender or the receiver and leaves one standing at the door cold and unresponsive.    



	A person may prophesy saying, "Friend, the Lord loves you. Yea, I say unto you, He will bless you, He intends to do many good things for you" and so on, but there lacks the identification with reality that would make his words life and personal. Such a person is not sitting where they sit. Such a person is one that disinterestedly brings a message that means very little to him and therefore, will mean little to the recipient. Heart speaks to heart and head speaks to head.    



	Paul had been lifted up and taken into the glory of heaven, but he said, "I am a prisoner of Christ for your sake." The more trials, troubles and captivity God takes His servants through, the more they can identify with God's captive children; the more faith they will have for them, because they have sat where they sit.    



	Servants of God must not only need to sympathize, but also empathize and have compassion for the people they are sent to. Having been prepared by God they will really know what others are going through. Jesus had compassion on the poor and needy even before He suffered the Cross. Just by living in our decadent corrupt world. Straight out of the heavenly perfume of the ivory palaces He entered into a stable filled with asses and camels. He understood the deep problems of life from the very day of His nativity. To this day, Jesus sits where we all sit. This is how God builds compassion and an understanding heart in His servants.

 

	If there is a person who has never been given victory in a certain area of conflict, they cannot help others find the answers who are going through conflicts by simply talking to them. It is only if God's servant can say, "I know; I understand, I have been there." Somehow that hurting one will sense that it is true. A minister is not obligated to give all the details; they just need to know that he understands by experience and they will be able to believe the word of advice and help. 



	How important it is for a ministry to be identified, to understand, to suffer with them. God will keep that memory alive, so that compassion can ever flow. Otherwise, that spirit of love and grace cannot flow through the human channel; it is obstructed and held back for lack of understanding.    



	After Ezekiel came through all the training, blessing and anointing, he was lifted up in the spirit with the power of God upon him and told to go down into captivity; he was to sit where they sat, eat where they ate and dwell with them, so that he could minister effectively in true grace, mercy and true love.    





CHAPTER 22



HE TAUGHT ME COMPASSION

Ezekiel  3:15-16: "Then I came to them of the captivity at Tel-abib that dwelt by the river of Chebar and I sat where they sat and remained there astonished among them seven days. And it came to pass at the end of seven days, that the word of the Lord came unto me…"



	Although God wanted Ezekiel to suffer and be identified with all the pain and sorrow in the bitter captivity of the Israelite nation in Babylon; He certainly did not want Ezekiel identified with the idolatries, rebellious unbelief and shameful immorality of the children of Israel. The Lord wanted Ezekiel identified only with their suffering, so that he could minister to them in compassion and understanding. The Israelites was after all, even in their captivity, were God's chosen people. They were His sons of light in the midst of pagan darkness. Even in that pagan nation of Babylon they still were called to be a separated people and worship Jehovah, the one and only true God.   

 

	Today many of God's people are enslaved in their sin and their minds subjugated by worldly philosophies and mores. Meditations and reflection of godliness, holiness and purity are  prohibited by their slave master, the god of this world. The prince of darkness would replace all godly thoughts and desires in his captives with longings for the delights of the flesh, the pressures of lust and the drives of earthly ambition.



	Ezekiel was to join and identify with the captives of Babylon but not to join with them in their moral and spiritual slavery. Many who are followers of Christ inside church, as well as outside church, are under the control and dominion of the rulers in the kingdom of darkness far more than they realize that they are.



CAPTIVITY OF RELIGION

	There is another captivity that Ezekiel was not to be identified with and that is the captivity of religiosity which is the hypocritical perversion of true religion. The Pharisees for example, were in the chains of religious captivity. How terrible it is when people have their minds deceived and captured by false religion, even if those religion use the very name of Christ in their ceremonies.



	About 400 years ago in England, a mighty prophet of God by the name of George Fox, was shown by the Spirit of God that many of the priests and clergy in his day were speaking one thing from their lips, but in their hearts he saw serpents doing the talking. This later proved to be true as all those ministers became vicious persecutors of the true people of God. They violently persecuted the Quaker movement without mercy and George Fox said to his followers, "Look, observe their hatred and vicious persecution, that is the fruit that proves the perversion that is really in their hearts."  



	God sent George Fox to raise his voice in the streets and cry out against such hypocritical religious sham. He would go into steeple house after steeple house (that is what they commonly called a church in his day) and quoting scriptures he would speak out boldly against their false religious ministries. That made the people furious and he would answer their fury by saying, "Well, look now, your fury against the word of God proves your evil, because your fury is the fruit against truth." At times some would try to defy him and he would say, "Show me by the Scriptures where I am wrong." Many times the priest and clergy would run out of the church building because they knew he was right by the scriptures and they dared not and could not refute him.    



In 2Corinthians 3 verse 6 it states: "Who also made us sufficient as ministers of the new covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life. Also in the gospel of John chapter 6 and verse 63 it states: "It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing. The words that I speak to you are spirit, and they are life." 



	The written Scriptures alone are not quickening but the Holy Spirit working through them makes them become the living quickening Word. When the Holy Spirit speaks through the written word into a heart, then it becomes spirit and life. If God does not speak through the scriptures it has become just another book. Without the quickening voice of the Holy Spirit speaking through the printed word there is nothing living in it. Many preachers preach from the book, but they are not speaking life through the quickening Spirit of Christ. They are deceived captives of religious philosophy and moral platitudes.



	Religious captivity happens when deception captures the mind and enslaves it into some pious philosophy. The chains of religious deception were used in the days of Ezekiel, Elijah, Christ and of Paul as well as they are today. Both the Scriptures and religious history reveal that the slavery of the mind through religious deception has always been a part of human life on earth.



	Ezekiel was made to join the captivity of his fellow Jews in their humanity, but not to join the captivity of the idolatrous religion that they practiced along with their pagan captors. It is sad but true that if a person does not join in the common and accepted form of worship, he will soon have persecutors. Such a one will definitely not be popular and if he worships the true God in Spirit and in Truth he will be attacked, hated and feared. 

   

EZEKIEL WAITED

	Ezekiel sat where they sat and remained there astonished among them seven days. He was astonished because of their idolatrous practices, their spiritual blindness and the grievous miseries of slavery that their idolatry and unbelief in Jehovah had brought upon them. He was astonished also at the spiritual darkness he found amongst the people, especially after having visited the ineffable light of the heavenly realms and the glory of the throne of God in his vision.    



	Seven days he sat in astonished silence. Seven is the number of completion. It took that long for him to realize the depths of idolatry into which his people had fallen. The spiritual errors and fallacious concepts concerning Jehovah, caused them in anger to blame Him for allowing all this miseries to come upon them. Ezekiel was also waiting for Spirit of the Lord to guide him into what he should do next. He was too wise to go and try to fix the situation by his own power or wisdom.    



	When the Quakers of old got together to worship God, they just waited quietly until the anointing came. They did not sing or hold a prayer meeting, they just waited and waited until the anointing came and then the Holy Spirit moved upon them. The word of God would begin to flow in prophetic power and people would actually shake and tremble very intensely.   



	During a time of revival, a certain missionary made the following statement, "It is wonderful when the Lord comes into a service, but when the Spirit doesn't come, we have to take over and run the service ourselves." With such a mindset they will not even need the operation of the Holy Spirit of God, because they have already planned to take over in the service; in fact they have worked out the whole order of service from the first prayer to the last amen.



	The late Reverend Jack Cole couldn't preach a good sermon or sing a solo, but he had a tremendous faith and anointing for healing. I have been privileged to be in his services and the anointing was indescribably powerful. 



Once the late pastor Fred Poole invited Jack Cole to Philadelphia and rented a large auditorium for a city wide evangelistic crusade. The first night the building was filled with several thousand people and Jack Cole got up to speak, but first he spent one hour taking up several offerings, one for an orphanage, another for a bible school, then again the third offering. After that he took another hour selling books. 



Pastor Poole sat there getting very angry as the time dragged on, he was furious at what was taking place in this service. Fred confided to me later, "I was so angry I said to God, "Why did I ever bring this man here? I'm sorry I repent for ever doing so and God,   this will be the last night. I'm closing everything down and I'm never going to do this again."  



	All of a sudden the strong hand of God came upon Jack Cole and the anointing began to move in healing, delivering power and pastor Poole saw outstanding miracles of God happen before his eyes. He said, "Immediately I started repenting, and told God I was sorry. I had allowed myself to get angry and spoke against His servant. I'll never speak against him again. I asked the Lord to please forgive me." That night pastor Poole saw a large number of miraculous works by the hand of God. Works He knew were not the works of man or deception, trickery or some hoax. He personally knew many of the people that were healed and their healings were manifest to all and very real.



	The next night however, it was the same format all over again. The evangelist Cole took an hour for his offering and an hour for his books and again, Fred Poole went through the same process of anger and shame for having brought Jack Cole to Philadelphia. Then the anointing came; God began to move; and the pastor once again saw God straighten out limbs and open blind eyes. He saw the things God was doing. Again pastor Poole began to repent saying, "I'm sorry Lord, that I again spoke against Your servant."  



	Reverend Poole said that at last he understood, Jack Cole was occupying time or just waiting for the anointing to come from God. He could not do anything without the anointing of the Holy Spirit. He was helpless without it and he knew it. He could not preach acceptably, or sing or teach, but when the anointing came, as it is written of king of Saul, he was changed into another man. Under the anointing Jack Cole was like a roaring lion charging against the devil and the devil had to retreat before him. It was for that anointing that Jack Cole waited on God by taking up offerings for this mission or for some good work. We would do just about anything he could do to fill up the time until the Spirit of God came upon him.    



	Some of the most beautiful times of heaven on earth take place when a people can sit still and wait in the presence of God. If we could only wait, not having to fill up the stillness with a song, a prophecy or something else. As God's people sit still in His presence and just wait, it is at such times as these that God will speak. It is most difficult to bring people into that place, because the more the anointing flows the more 'little eager beavers' want to try to do their thing.



	How impatient many congregations are. They will come on time at 11:00 Sunday morning and be through by 12:00, because they have a lot of other things to do. In more than one church they instructed me, "Don't go beyond closing time or we're in trouble."



HE WAITED SEVEN DAYS

	In the Songs of Solomon the first word picture of the Bride is of a steed in Pharaoh's chariot. It is well known that a horse that is going to make up the team in the king's chariot will be one of the finest, most vigorous animals that can be found; beautiful, young and filled with energy, nervously prancing in its steps and not still a minute. However, if a horse is destined to be in the Pharaoh's chariot, it must be thoroughly trained and disciplined. It is not going to move out of its place until it is given orders, lest it endangers the life of the king. It will stand there and chomp and tremble and prance even if for an hour or more, nevertheless, it will stay in its place while the sweaty foam drops from its sides, but it will not move on step forward or backward. Then let the word of action find its way into its ears and it will leap forward that instant. That steed has learned to wait on its master.    



	What a rare animal to find, there aren't many fine steeds like that in a kingdom; in fact,   there are not many that can be likened to such a steed in the Kingdom of heaven on earth. Creatures that are overflowing with zeal, trained and disciplined and that will not move until orders are given, are rare. Ezekiel, the prophet whom God had prepared, waited seven days and then the word of the Lord came to him.    



	Elijah was deeply concerned for idolatrous Israel. He realized that only a revival of God's grace could save that nation and for that revival he was praying and seeking God. He waited in the desert two long lonely years by the brook Cherith, but still no orders came. Then he spent one year with the Zidonian widow being sustained by divine intervention. Then, one day, without any prior notice, the word of the Lord came to him and released within him all the pent up desires for action; and Elijah begins the famous journey to Mt. Carmel.    



	God took three years to prepare His prophet for the one day of stupendous activity on Mount Carmel, but what a mighty day it was. An indelible manifestation of the power of God over powerless Baal, following which came a most welcome deluge of rain on the parched earth. The very word Carmel means fruit, or fruitful. It took Elijah three years to prepare for one day. A ratio that modern ministers would very much like to reverse, wanting to prepare one day for three years of mighty works.    



	It is quite alright to sit and do nothing but pray and meditate in the desert for three years,    as long as there is a Carmel when the three years are up. Jesus was led into the desert by the Holy Spirit for forty days but then He came out of that desert in the power of the Holy Ghost. It takes time to wait on God and have patience as the schooling of God prepares His steeds for the King's service.  



	Jesus is the head of His church. The Holy Spirit proceeding from Him must be the One that orders the whole service if He is going to act in His headship. The songs, the prayers, the inspired word must by the power of the Spirit capture hearts, emotions, minds and lay hold of the congregation and bring them into His presence.    



	Only the Holy Spirit is able to accomplish that glory. Human effort can go through forms,   sing nice songs and perhaps say a few words of praise, but it will all be empty of that Holy essence of His presence. Jesus said, "Without Me, you can do nothing." That means that we cannot praise or sing, preach of pray in a way that is acceptable to God.    



	One of the bondages of religion, is the bondage of protocol. Many ministers are captive to their program, always having to do the pre-arranged things in rigid order. Oh, that God would release His church from bondage until freedom from all religiosity allows his people to come like little children before Him and seek His face and open their hearts to Him.    

  

	Few individuals could be filled with all the power of God and all the compassion of Jesus and be disciplined enough to go to a hospital and heal just one patient and then walk off and leave all the other sick people there? However, that is exactly what Jesus did at the pool of Bethesda where a great multitude of sick folk waited. But Jesus was fully disciplined in the carpenter shop where He learned to say, "I only do what I see the Father do." That meant that He would not move without orders.  



	Ezekiel waited and sat in astonishment. He knew he had the empowering and the capacity. He knew God was with him, but not a word came for the people. So he just sat there and waited for seven days until finally the word of God came and the first thing the word of God told him was to be sure when he spoke that he said the right things. God said that he was to warn them, not berate or castigate them.  



It is difficult for a ministry to give a good clear warning of coming judgment and remain in the compassion and love of God. It is easy to berate, scold, or condemn a flock of erring sheep, but that is not what God told Ezekiel to do. God said, "Warn them," but He wanted him to tell the people that they were still facing severe judgment, but do it with weeping and with a breaking heart.    



	This was the last lesson that God showed Ezekiel in this vision. After Ezekiel was taken through all the dealings and all the training and all the perfecting in the vision He then was considered ready. Then God had him to Sit and wait that he might know that it was not going to be the work of a trained man, but rather a work of the Holy Spirit.    







CHAPTER 23



I HAVE MADE YOU A WATCHMAN

Ezekiel 3:17: "Son of man, I have made you a watchman to the house of Israel: therefore hear the word of My mouth and give them warning from Me."    



	"I have made You." The development of a man or woman of God is first and last a prerogative and operation of God Himself. Whatever means He uses or whatever human instrument He chooses to employ, it is a work that God does not entrust to subordinates. All experiences, pleasant or unpleasant, are all carefully weighed in the divine balance of perfect wisdom by the Master Creator and Trainer.    



	This verse is written in the past tense, "I have made thee." In the vision, the work of Ezekiel's preparation is over and every step of his development has been both planned and fulfilled in the divine mind. Divine wisdom and mercy worked out and finished the process of Ezekiel's development. No doubt there were times when Ezekiel felt like he was being pulled through the proverbial knot hole, but he did get through it, which is the most important thing.    



	The man or the woman of God cannot be self chosen or self-made. No person is authorized to say to the Lord of the Harvest, "God, I have found you someone, where do You want me to send them and what task do You want me to me set for them to do?" 



	It is God, not men, that makes ministries. God said "I, have made you a watchman." There are many people in the ministry who are self made, but a truly commissioned man or woman of God cannot be a self-made minister. God Himself chooses the basic material, the process, the times and the tools He will use.    



	The Prophet Samuel thought, when all those lovely young sons of Jesse came before him,   that he would just get out the oil horn and pour that holy anointing oil on the first candidate. But God intervened and said, "No, not this one." So Samuel looked at the next one, a fine youth and thought, "This one will make a great king. See what a wonderful look there is in his eyes; what a personality; this one must be..." yet God intervened again and said, "No, not this one." In the same manner Samuel went through whole number of Jesse's sons and not one of them was the material God wanted.    



Finally, in the desperation of confusion Samuel plaintively asked, "Don't you have any more sons?" The answer was, "Well, yes, I have one more son, but he is not good for anything else but keeping the sheep out there." "Bring him in." said Samuel. When David entered the room, God informed Samuel that this was His man and to go ahead with pouring the oil on him for kingship."



	Annie Schisler had many visions that God gave her, but Annie neither asked for, nor wanted to have visions. She would have been delighted if she never saw another one. The strangeness and newness of heavenly things troubled her and filled her with fears. Nevertheless, every time she would draw close to God in prayer she would be suddenly taken into the spirit world and shown things in the invisible. She said many a time, "I wish I could just get close to Jesus without having a vision." She never wanted to talk about the visions and never felt free to share them publicly. Her attitude and other people's attitude regarding visions, was vastly different.    



	In the gospel of John chapter 1 and verse 13, a truth applies not only to conversion but also to any ministry; whether it be prophet, apostle, evangelist or church carpenter. The verse states: "Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God."   



	Nellie Raheb, a dentist in Argentina was called by God to take care of children in our orphanage. Before God chose her, she really did not care for children. She would fight with a four year old on a four year old level. Nevertheless, God clearly indicated that she was the one that He had chosen to take care of these children." I suggested to God that there must be some mistake, not that one. But God did not change His mind at my request. He did, however, marvelously change her. It took many tears on her part, for His purpose in her to be accomplished; yet she became excellent in her calling and greatly admired in the city.    



	God does not necessarily put his chosen ones in the place for which men might think they are best qualified for. If He did, that could become a major problem, because if a person was proficient for the job he or she would not need the help of God and they would be quite able to get on without the hand of God upon them. God places His servant in a place for which he is incapable,   then makes him capable.    



	During the second year at Peniel Bible Institute in Mar del Plata Argentina, God spoke very clearly and strongly one day, saying, "Bible schools do not make anointed ministries, I do that." We were informed that we were never to try to make ministers. We could train young men and women in Christian morality, character and in knowledge from the bible; but we were not to attempt making preachers out of them.    



	Jesus used six water pots of stone to enhance a wedding supper and "a hollowed out stone water pot," is just about all a man of God really is. It takes a lot of hammering and chiseling to make a leak proof stone pot that will contain over 100 liters (26.4 gallons). Hammering and chiseling is God's way of forming his servants and only when finished does He say, "Fill them up to the brim." 



	There are many unique and interesting ministries. There was this certain nurse in Tampa Florida, to whom Doctors loved to appoint to hard cases, because she had a most unique record. First she would seek God to see if He wanted her to take the case on; but when she took a case she prayed for their healing and not one case under her care died. With prayer, faith and tender loving care, she would bring her patients through their sickness. That is why the doctors were very anxious to get her to take on difficult cases. She also won many of her patients to the Lord.    



	Paul made it clear that his ministry was not a thing of his choice. In 1Corinthians chapter 9 and verse 16, we read: "For though I preach the gospel, I have nothing to glory of: for necessity is laid upon me. Woe is me if I preach not the gospel." He was actually communicating that he had to, or had no choices in the matter. Whatever took place while serving His Master or however difficult the task might have been, he knew that life would be far worse if he did not serve God. Paul was beaten, shipwrecked, thrown in jail and persecuted, but he was convinced that it was better than what would have happened to him, had he rebelled and refused to obey God. Paul then adds in Verse 17: " For if I do this thing willingly, I have a reward: but if against my will, a dispensation of the gospel is committed unto me." Paul said, "against my will." Many men of God would get out of the ministry quickly if God gave them a choice and felt released from their commission orders.

 

	Annie Schisler has said to me many times in tears of frustration and fear, "I do not want to have visions. I do not really even want to serve God." However, she did, as she felt she had no choice. Paul said, "I am apprehended." When one is apprehended, he has chains on his hands and feet; He does not have much of a chance to do his own will; he will just do what he is told to do.    



	A God made man or woman, is not motivated by the pressure to do their own thing or make their own way or establish and maintain their own kingdom. Other people may criticize and consider that such a person is out of sync and a nonconformist, but God's servant is constrained and directed by the spirit that is in them, to do that which the Holy Spirit has prepared them to do.   



UP TO THE BRIM

	A chicken will lay the number of eggs according of the excess of food provided. So if a farmer wants a to make a success of his chicken farm he must stuff them with food. He will even turn the lights on at night so the day seems longer and chicken will eat for a longer time. Then the eggs come filling their nest every day. Economize on the food and the chicken economizes on the eggs. That is because the law of nature is that the animal must first feed itself and after that, comes the produce. The same law holds true in any successful dairy, because milk comes from the excess of food. Stint on the food and the cow will stint on the milk. A poorly fed cow will give little or no milk to the dairyman.    



	In New Zealand, where there are more sheep than people, the sheep farmers told us that a poor sheep will not bear lambs, but a good sheep will always bear lambs and a really healthy fat sheep will bear twins. It is out of the abundance of intake that fruitfulness will come.    



	Men and women of God who carry out His orders, will not feed on dry crusts of theology and barely keep their own soul alive. When their brook dries up like in the case of Elijah, they get orders to move from their brook Cherith and find the woman with the barrel of meal that is renewed every morning.    



	The person prepared by God will also be given his message from God. A message that all the angels and all the stars delight to sing. I will be the message of Jesus. The message that will fill his soul so full that it will spill over the brim out of its overflow. It will spill forth through his lips and flow through his heart and through his hands in blessing to others.    



	The man of God may not have the nicest sounding words, but there will be an essence, a spirit, an attitude, a way of speaking that gives a true testimony of Jesus. There are those that speak in quite plain language a message that is beautiful to hear. On the other hand, there are those that speak in polished language a message quite empty of the spirit of Life. 



APOSTLES ARE SENT ONES

	Ephesians 4:11 states: "And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers." 



	Young and rich Joseph, was not trying to become an apostle by his own maneuvering or political strategy or even purchase it with large sums of money. He did not sit at the feet of one of the apostles striving to learn how to be an apostle like Peter. Joseph did not attempt to talk the apostles into setting up a regular bible school so he could study all the lessons, pass the exams and become an apostle.    



	All Joseph did, was to first unload a lot of things that were hindering his ability to bless people. He sold it all or gave it away and went out visiting people and bringing to them the comfort of the Holy Spirit. So much so, that he greatly impressed the apostles to the point that they changed his name from Joseph to Barnabas, which means: "The son of consolation".  Incidentally, the Spirit of God used that new name when He said, "Send forth Paul and Barnabas," not Paul and Joseph.



	Young Barnabas cared about people who were hurting. He set about helping people who were discouraged, downhearted and troubled. Time went on until even the apostles wondered about this young man who was always encouraging people and blessing people and comforting people. I am sure that Peter or John or James would have gone out and called on some member of their congregation, asking how they were, and the surprising answer often must have been, "You know, I have had it pretty rough this week, but Barnabas came to visit and he prayed for us and now we feel so much better, everything is going fine now." That had to have been the kind of report the apostles frequently heard.



	One day the Apostles needed a trustworthy messenger who would carry a message to the church in Antioch. They pondered upon who they could send that would have the right spirit, give the message the right way and with the right words. Quickly the name of Barnabas came to their mind and they all decided that he was their man. So he became the apostle's messenger to Antioch.    



	When he arrived at Antioch he found a church without a pastor. What an opportunity for Barnabas to enter into a pastorate, but he did not do that. Instead, he went to Tarsus, found his friend Paul and took him to Antioch to pastor the church.



	All the while God, in secret, was developing Barnabas. Sometime later when the teachers and prophets were gathered together, Barnabas was named as one of them. He was no longer considered a messenger boy with a comfort message, but one of their teachers or prophets or both.    



	In the book of Acts we read that one day when they were all seeking God, ministering to Him and fasting, that the Holy Ghost said, "Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them."  



	Then, in Acts chapter 14 and verse14 we read, "When the apostles, Barnabas and Paul,..."  The question is, "How did young business man Joseph, become Barnabas, the apostle? Well, really just by being a hollowed out stone pot full and running over in the spirit of grace. He flowed out to the thirsty and made himself a blessing to them. 



	Yes, there is no doubt about it, God makes minister. "Ezekiel," God said, "I, have made you a watchman." According to the word of the Almighty, the watchman making work is entirely the work of God.





CHAPTER 24



MINISTERING UNTO GOD

Ezekiel 3:17: "Son of man, I have made you a watchman to the house of Israel…"    



	The Lord in this vision informed Ezekiel of some of the means that He would use to make him into a watchman. Also in this vision, God carried him through to the end of the process to see the final purpose or finished product.    



	It is no different today. God is at work forming His men and women into what He wants them to be. Long before that person knows anything about what God is doing, the Lord of Life begins to impart the concepts, understanding, way of life, character and knowledge of His Person into that vessel. Throughout their lifetime that process will continue preparing them; not to be able to preach a sermon in a pulpit, but to become a man or woman of God, a watchman, a person whose eyes are open into both worlds.    



	An ordination given to a minister it is only the human recognition of what God has already done in that life. It should never be mistaken as a religious ritual that could make and equip a person to be a true minister of Christ.    



	Men of God are not necessarily all preachers, or prophets. Charles Spurgeon wrote: "It should be as much a work of God to sell a bolt of cloth over a counter as to preach a sermon over a pulpit." There should be no difference to a man or woman of God between having a secular or ministerial post or occupation. The majority of the life of Jesus on earth was spent in a carpenter shop making or repairing simple furniture. The life of a man or woman of God is lived unto Him.   Regardless of what their hands may be doing, they are serving and blessing God.    



	It is certain that when a soul is converted from their sins it is not the work of preacher, prophet or apostle but the saving grace of Jesus Christ and the work of the Holy Spirit. Jesus said that the regenerated soul is born by the Spirit of God. When a person is healed by divine grace it is certainly not by the miracle hands of some brother or sister that says the prayer of faith, but by the nail-pierced hands of Jesus Christ the Healer and the Baptizer of His people.    



	Any ministry God gives is an out-flowing of the measureless grace of God regardless of what type or form of ministry it may be; whether it is preaching or witnessing, or writing a book or a letter like Paul in jail. Grace means unmerited favor, so when it operates through a chosen vessel, it brings no merit to them because the vessel did not do the work, it was done by divine grace. Ephesians 3:8: "Unto me who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ."



	Only God makes the Watchman. Men may call a person to the ministry, lay hands on them,   consecrate them, ordain them, put them into a church to minister; but unless God has made them a watchman such a one will not be ministering in the sanctuary of the true church of Jesus Christ. This is made clear in Ezekiel 44:9 "Thus says the Lord God; No stranger, uncircumcised in heart, nor uncircumcised in flesh, shall enter into my sanctuary, of any stranger that is among the children of Israel." 



	Arthur Pink, an English theologian, wrote the following: "A man that enters the ministry, no matter what class or kind and that ministry was not given him by God, such a person is in double jeopardy. First of all, God will not give him the graces and gifts he needs to fulfill that work. Second because he took upon himself that responsibility, God will demand of him full tale of what should be accomplished there."    



	What makes people that God has not prepared and commissioned, enter the ministry? One reason is pride; they want to be in the public eye. In Japan a minister is very highly respected; he is called a teacher, a "Sensei". Therefore, there are a large number of tiny churches. If a pastor has only three people in his congregation, he is quite happy; after all he is a pastor, a "Sensei". Because of their ambitions and prides many young folk in that land want to be in the public eye and take a public place, so becoming a pastor of a church is a quick and easy way to get there. They don't have to study or do much, just preach any kind of a sermon once a week.



	There are thousands of churches in Japan, nevertheless it is one of the most atheistic nation in the world. At one time there were 3,000 missionaries in Japan; more missionaries than in any other country yet with the lowest rate of success. Nevertheless, a handful of men and women have been sent there by God, through whom He has done a tremendous work of grace.     	

	Conscience also gets in on the preacher making act. Thoughts like: "I will make up for my past misdeeds by serving God. I'll make up for the life I've lived by becoming a preacher. By my good deeds I will atone for my many evil deeds." This is the reasoning behind the ambitions and choices of many people.    



	Then there are also people-lovers or do-gooders who would become church men and women because of social interests. They are socialists at heart and that is why socialism is very prevalent in many large churches today. These self made ministers often make their pulpits the very seat of rebellion against government. They are filling this place, only and utterly to satisfy their conscience problem of needing to do good to man and they try thereby to earn their place in the social world and hope for a good hereafter.    



	Not to forget that another reason many such as vicars join the ministry, is so that they can have their yearly stipend assured by the government or religious organizations. He is required to do no more than to hold one service a week and the rest of the week they can spend in quiet ease. To him it is an easy job with few requirements and adequate pay with good social standing.    



	Later in Ezekiel's life he writes of this Levitical ministry and plainly defines it by stating that God informed him that although the priests had sinned and gone after the idols of their hearts; they were still called to the ministry and they would still continue to minister to the house and to the people. This is found in Ezekiel chapter 44 verses 10 through 14: "And the Levites who went far from Me, when Israel went astray, who strayed away from Me after their idols, they shall bear their iniquity. Yet they shall be ministers in My sanctuary, as gatekeepers of the house and ministers of the house; they shall slay the burnt offering and the sacrifice for the people, and they shall stand before them to minister to them. Because they ministered to them before their idols and caused the house of Israel to fall into iniquity, therefore I have raised My hand in an oath against them, says the Lord God, 'that they shall bear their iniquity. And they shall not come near Me to minister to Me as priest, nor come near any of My holy things, nor into the Most Holy Place; but they shall bear their shame and their abominations which they have committed.' Nevertheless I will make them keep charge of the temple, for all its work, and for all that has to be done in it." 



	This was a ministry that was strictly limited by God. They could minister at the gate, and to the house, but they could not come and minister to God nor come near to any of His holy things in the most holy place; instead, they would have to bear their shame and their abominations which they had committed. They were permitted by God to be keepers of the charge of the house, for all the service there, but there was a ministry that was not permitted unto them because of the idols in their hearts.    



MINISTRY UNTO THE LORD

	There is a ministry that is greatly overlooked and it is the ministry to God. It is considered the highest of all ministries by Him. It is far superior to the ministry of an apostle, prophet, teacher, pastor, missionary or miracle worker; Principally because all of those ministries are ministry to man and not to God; man is the chief recipient of that ministry.    



	The anointed priests of God in the Old Testament would go into the tabernacle, drop down the curtain and minister exclusively unto God and not to man. In Ezekiel chapter 44 and verses 15 and 16 it states: "'But the priests, the Levites, the sons of Zadok, (meaning righteous) who kept charge of My sanctuary when the children of Israel went astray from Me, they shall come near Me to minister to Me; and they shall stand before Me to offer to Me the fat and the blood,' says the Lord God. 'They shall enter My sanctuary, and they shall come near My table to minister to Me, and they shall keep My charge.'" 



The chief ministry given unto them was that they could minister directly unto God. For that ministry there must be a deeper cleansing, a circumcision of the heart, a cleansing away of the idols; no one is going to come into the holy place and minister unto the Lord without coming through the cleansing of the Spirit and this is done through repentance.



	Acts chapter 13 verse 1, makes reference to the fact that certain prophets, teachers and Saul himself, ministered to the Lord. They were not preaching, praying for the sick or baptizing anybody; they were ministering unto the Lord and fasting. As they were in that high and holy ministry, the Holy Ghost said, "Separate me Barnabas and Saul." The ministry of missions was divinely ordained and birthed on earth by the Holy Spirit as His prepared men ministered unto the Lord.



	The author of the book of Hebrews writes in chapter ten, of the new and living way which takes us through the veil into the holy place of the temple. That refers to the veil which was rent from top to bottom the day Jesus was crucified; which rending showed that the way in is open through the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross. We can enter into His presence and minister directly unto the Lord now even as Mary did, who washed His feet with tears and anointed them with ointment.



	There is such a difference between inward sin and outward sin; between outward idols and inward idols of the heart. In the first letter to Timothy, the bishops were prohibited from doing certain things; but those things named were all outward offenses. To minister unto man the outward life must be cleaned up. However, to minister to God, there must also be a cleansing of the idols of the heart. There is a indescribable difference between pulpit ministry to man and the ineffable beauty of ministry unto the Lord; this is when love and adoration of the heart, through the Holy spirit, is poured out at His feet as ointment.



	The lesser ministries, like the ministry at the gates, ministry to the things of the temple and to the sacrifices of animals, the idolatrous Levites were allowed to do; but God said that He would raise His hand and swear that they should not come near to minister to Him nor come near to His table. They were to stay out of that high and holy place.    



	In the religious world of today there are ministers that God uses and blesses. Under their ministries people will get saved and healed and blessed, yet many of those same people will dry up on the vine in their churches because they are not allowed to come into that place where the life flow from the heart of God ministers to their hearts and souls.    



	God decreed that those with idols in their hearts which they will not get rid of, could not come in to His presence, fellowship at His table, nor partake of His holy things. Such a precious ministry was absolutely prohibited unto them. That is why public worship in spirit and truth is so scarce and people pouring out their hearts in love and in repentance in a public service to God is so very rare in church. Today, most people's concept of ministry is preaching sermons, singing songs,   witnessing to souls and praying for the sick; but this is all man oriented.    



	The ministry of all ministries is not preaching behind a pulpit, not prophesying to the needy, not writing books, or going to some mission field. The ministry of all ministries is directly unto the Lord. That was what the ministers in Antioch were doing when the Lord told them to go to the gentile world for Him." There is no greater way for ministers of Christ to come into the direct knowledge of the personal will of God for them, than waiting in the holy and ministering unto Him.



	The angel said to John in Revelation chapter 21 verses 9: "Come, and I will show you the bride, the Lamb's wife." In verse 10, John is taken to a high mountain and sees the great city called "The New Jerusalem", descending out of heaven from God. This means that the city was an illustration, a symbol of the bride of Christ. One of the features about that city was that it was fully three dimensional. Its height, length and breadth were equal. The verticality, symbolizes ministry unto the Lord in the high and holy place. The longitude refers to ministry unto man and the world.    The breadth speaks of the ministry of Christ, opening up the base of consecration and the sanctification within the inner man. Those dimensions were all equal.    



	The work of the Holy Spirit in a life will be three dimensional: vertical, horizontal and depth. Until something becomes three dimensional it is not a thing. A line is only the shortest distance between two points, it is nothing more than distance. Two dimensions give only an enclosure, a plane, a surface, but still it is not a substance. It takes three dimensions to produce something that has any reality, or any substance to it.    



	Christ walked in three dimensions. He worshiped His Father, He reached out to all humanity and measureless depth of wisdom and understanding were in His heart. Paul manifested these three dimensions so beautifully in his life. Who was more vertical, worshipful and mystical than Paul? Who reached far out to the world and ministered more than Paul? And the same time, who had a depth of understanding and inward development in Christ as that apostle?

 

	Whatever ministry is given to a servant of God, it is not complete until there is verticality. Unless he is permitted to minister unto the Lord his ministry will be basic and elementary at best, bringing forth bottle fed infants rather than mature people of God. The man of God must be given to enter into that place through deep heart cleansing and searching. Martin Luther made the statement that continual and constant repentance was necessary, for a person must never come into that holy place without the cleansing blood applied. The cherubim, who guard the holiness of God, will never allow entrance without the blood. Many a person has told me that they have tried to get into the presence of God by way of prayer and seeking of the Lord, but still cannot get in. That is because it is only by repentance until the conscience is sprinkled and the body washed in the blood of Jesus and through the veil of His rent flesh, that a person can enter the presence of God. 



	They, the sons of Zadok shall bring in the fat and the blood before Me. Not only repentance but adoring love and heart devotion must be brought in as the ointment of the heart that is poured out unto the Lord.



	God alone makes true ministers by the Holy Spirit. The outward job He appoints is not the most important aspect of ministry. Should He ask for His servant to visit a prisoner in jail, or directs them to write a letter, or work in an office, or sends downtown to sell a bolt of cloth in a department store, the assignment in itself is not the most important thing. As long as His servant knows to move in past the veil into His presence and minister unto the Lord, all is well, and he will be a watchman unto the Lord.





CHAPTER 25



RESPONSIBILITY OF A WATCHMAN

Ezekiel 3:l7-19: "Son of man, I have made you a watchman for the house of Israel; therefore hear the word from My mouth and give them warning from Me: When I say to the wicked, 'You shall surely die' and you give him no warning, nor speak to warn the wicked from his wicked way, to save his life, that same wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his blood I will require at your hand. Yet, if you warn the wicked, and he does not turn from his wickedness, nor from his wicked way, he shall die in his iniquity; but you have delivered your soul." 



	These are the last words God spoke to Ezekiel in his vision. It was a solemn reminder to His servant of his responsibility to give the word of warning from God to the people. It was also advising Ezekiel that when God pronounces judgment and punishment upon a people is was certain to come. Therefore, the servant of God must be faithful and ready to warn the people of coming judgment at the word of God. Ezekiel was be a prophet to a people that had abandoned their own God Jehovah and turned to idolatry and false religion. 



	There is a solemn obligation upon the person who hears the word from God, to deliver it faithfully to the people. Every true man or woman of God has that obligation, because the grace of prophet-hood has been given them. Jesus said in Luke chapter 12 and verse 48: "Unto whomsoever much is given, of him shall much be required." Whether it is to minister behind a pulpit, in a jail to a prisoner, in a hospital or on a street corner, he must obey the leadings of the Holy Spirit and give a faithful account of the message regardless of how it is received. 



	An individual that sees a blind person strolling towards the edge of a cliff and does nothing to avoid the inevitable, letting them fall over the edge, would be made responsible. A servant of God cannot save a soul from hell but he or she can share the message from heaven and warn a soul of impending danger. This does not mean we must go around trying to force repentance upon sinners. 



It is said of the well known preacher, Peter Cartwright, of last century, that he was trying to get a man to repent. So he took him to the river and thrust him into the water and held his head under a short while; then he brought him up and said, "Do you repent?" The man struggled and said, "No." So he thrust him under again and after three or four times of that treatment, the man repented. I am quite sure God did not intend to inspire that style of ministry. 



	Another minister told of how he picked up a young hitch hiker one day while driving into the city of Portland, Oregon. On the outskirts of that city there are many sharp curves in the old river road. He started to talk to this young university student about God and the young man said, "I have learned in the university that there is no God." He continued telling about his splendid new education where he had discovered that there was no God. The minister said nothing but only stepped on the accelerator and began going faster and faster and faster, dodging traffic, and skidding recklessly around curves. Before they arrived to the church the young student was begging the minister to slow down and began to call out to God for mercy and was led to the feet of the Savior. 



WHEN I SAY

	"When I say unto the wicked..." In other words, there is a time when God will speak. That is the time to be His mouthpiece. The servant of God will know if and when God speaks, having his ears open to hear what the Spirit says. It will do no good to talk to people if God is not speaking to them. When the time comes and God speaks, then it is time to speak and not keep silent. 



	A certain officer in the police force of Los Angeles, California , was not as yet converted when one night he decided to attend Angeles Temple, where Aimie MacPherson was speaking. Half way through her message Mrs. MacPherson stopped and said, "God is speaking to me, that there are two people here tonight, (there were several thousand in attendance at that meeting) and the Lord tells me that either you two get right with God tonight or you will never have another chance."



	This police officer leaned over to the unknown person sitting next to him and said, "I am one of those persons God was speaking to her about." The person sitting beside him, answered, "I am the other one." When the invitation was given the officer said, "Come on, let's go." His seat mate answered, "No, not tonight." "You heard what she said this is our last chance, so come, let's go." said the officer. "No, some other time," he answered. The officer responded, "Well, you knew that word was for you, right?" The answer was, "Yes, I know." Again the officer said, "Well, she said there wouldn't be another chance, so let's go." "No," was the reply. "Well, I'm going!" said the officer. "Well, go ahead," said the person sitting next to him. So the officer went forward and in repentance made things right with God.



	Later that night this officer was doing his patrol rounds, when he got a call over the radio to go to a certain street as there was a robbery in progress. With his companion driving they tore down the street with sirens wailing, catching up with the escape vehicle. They followed the vehicle the robbers were escaping in. 



	The robbers turned a corner and this officer leaned out the window and shot at the tires of the robber car. Just then, a man stepped off the sidewalk curb and fell on the street. The officer saw him fall and looked in the rear view mirror as they sped by. However, he realized that they had not hit him with the patrol car so they continued pursuing the vehicle and soon caught the robbers and discovered that indeed that he had shot out one of the vehicles tires. 



	While arresting the robbers, there came a call over the radio, "Go back you hit a man with your patrol car." The officer said to his companion, "I know we did not hit that man with our car but let's return." There was a man lying face down on the street and was dead already. When they looked more closely they saw that he had stepped in the line of fire and there was a bullet hole right through his head. He was laying face down and when they turned him over, to the officer's total shock he saw that it was the man that had sat beside him in the service less than an hour before.    The man never had another chance to find God. The officer was so sad for the fate of this man, but very thankful that he had obeyed the voice of the Lord that night. God spoke that night and His servant was faithful to repeat His message of warning. 



BLOOD ON YOUR HANDS

	God said to Ezekiel "His blood will I require at your hands." That is a very serious word, even frightening. Just exactly what all that entails God did not define. However, it certainly places a strong obligation for His servant to be obedient to His voice and warn the sinner of his ways. 



	God does not play games with eternal souls when such profound verities as life and death, heaven and hell are involved. There is justice, certain judgment and inevitable punishment of evil to all who are not saved. The glorious good news is that Christ came to save sinners from their sins, if they will repent and turn to the Savior. Therefore there is a responsibility upon the servant of God to do everything possible to warn the sinner and inform the ignorant of the reality of eternal verities. Even if people get angry at the message and the messenger. 



	John Wesley would preach so vehemently against sin that some folk would grow very angry and throw things at him, or rush forward to mob and thrash him. At such a time he would nimbly hop up the stairs of his church into the upper pulpit and continue his preaching until the Spirit of God so convicted the mob of their sin that they would fall on their faces in mortal agony of holy fear and repent from their evil ways. 



	Some people become very angry when informed of the danger of their ways, because they do not want God or His ways. Do they want to go to hell, no of course not, no one wants that, rather they rationalize in their minds that there is no judgment or hell. Nevertheless there are some that will listen and flee to the Savior. 



	Einar Weirmo, a great opera tenor singer, told how while riding on a train in a full passenger car, God told him to get up and sing that tender old hymn, "Tell Mother I'll be There."  He felt very foolish, but obeyed God and got up in this crowded car and started singing in his beautiful powerful voice. Some people quickly got up and went out; some people were angry; others were wiping tears away; some people were praising the Lord; but there was one young man that called him over and said, "That was for me." He was on his way at that very day to take a step that would seal him into a life of crime. That song reached him and turned him back; he was converted there on that train car; because a servant of God obeyed and stood and sang a song when God told him to do it.



	The servants of God need be sensitive to the voice of God at all times. They must also have light or understanding from God and know where and when God wants that light to shine. People will die in their sins and although the things that judgment ordained will not be changed, God still makes His servants responsible if they don't warn them. 



THERE IS A SAVIOR

	Humanity is in a precarious situation, it is like a boat foundering at sea in a raging storm at night and another boat comes trying to help and save everyone possible. Many are going to be lost but some will be saved. They will perhaps try to throw a line across and rig up a boatswein chair, but some will be too frightened to take it and will give up and jump into the sea.



	Back when gold was found in the island of Cuba, a boat loaded with many gold miners along with many other passengers, (about 400 people in total) were coming home to the United States. A hurricane caught them and the boat sprung a leak because of the battering waves and began to slowly sink in the dark waters. Another boat came and rescued as many as possible from the water. Many miners with screams and curses took their piles of gold and threw it in the sea. Of what good was it to them now? Some of them jumped into the sea in desperation and only about 60 were actually rescued. It was almost impossible to pluck people from the black man-hungry waves of the storm.



	"Son of man, I've made you a watchman." In the vision, God had disclosed to Ezekiel the reality and glories of Heaven. He had lifted him up into celestial spheres and shown to him the place of Divine glory. He had given him the revelation of the heavenly hosts and revealed to him the amazing creatures out of the fire. Not only that, but He had taken him through the thrashings of briars and thorns and planted him in the captivity in Tel-abib. God spoke powerful words of life from his mouth to him and commissioned him and given him orders that set him among the Watchers. The Lord made him a prophet and last of all gave him a warning of his responsibility.



	God revealed to Ezekiel through a vision, the process, the means and the ways of divine preparation of His commissioned servants. For each servant there will be variations of circumstances, happenings, means and ways, nevertheless, all of God's servants who will be commissioned by Him, will be prepared in similar manner before they will be able to be sent.  
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