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Preface
"Perfecting a Man of God" is a sequel to "Making a man of God.
In the first chapter of the book of Ezekiel are revealed the secrets, the ways and the means God uses for the perfecting of His ministers and servants.
God gave Ezekiel to understand some of the ways He would work in his life, through visions, typology, symbols, as well as revelation of Himself.
The Lord, through the vision of the mysterious "Fire-Creatures," reveals to Ezekiel the secrets in the formation and the appearance of His glorified sons.
CHAPTER 1
CREATURES OF THE FIRE
Ezekiel 1:4-5 "And I looked and behold a whirlwind came out of the north a great cloud and a fire in-folding itself and a brightness was about it and out of the midst thereof as the color of amber out of the midst of the fire. Also out of the midst thereof came the likeness of four living creatures. And this was their appearance; they had the likeness of a man."
In vision, and in allegorical and symbolical form, God showed Ezekiel what He intended to make his life to appear like in the celestial world. In the history of his life, as revealed in the rest of the book, can be found how God worked out the pattern revealed in the first three chapters. It was a glorious vision of hope and the fulfilled purposes of God revealed in vivid graphics. Showing that, when we see Him we shall be like Him. This vision gives a picture of what God intends to create in the life of those whose lives are in his hands and who allow His will to produce the perfection of his intentions. However, that does not mean that to become a perfected servant everyone has to be a prophet, it is sufficient that they are His servants and yielded to His will.
When an architect draws the plans of a house he first draws a picture of the house as it will appear when finished. The final appearance of the house is established in his mind before one stone of the foundation is ever laid. Then, when the foundation is laid, the walls built, the roof on and the house is finished behold it looks just like the picture the architect drew in the plans. In Ezekiel's vision God drew a picture of the appearance of the man of God when the Master Builder is finished.
"They had the likeness of a man". True they did not look like a man in his present imperfect state, but they definitely had the likeness of man. It was a creature that looked like a man and yet had many obvious and wondrous differences. Even in his final and perfected state a son of Adam will always bear the Adamic image nevertheless there will be resurrection changes into the image of God that will be glorious beyond imagination.
These creatures were not Seraphim, angels or some other heavenly creature however they definitely bore the likeness of a man. Out of the midst of the fire came the four living creatures that bore the likeness of a man. This wondrous creature is what God will produce in the midst of the fire. If the original material refused to go through the fire, or could not endure the fire then such material one will never become one of those glorious fire creatures.
In the book of Numbers 31:23 Moses wrote "Every thing that may abide the fire, ye shall make it go through the fire,and it shall be clean: nevertheless it shall be purified with the water of separation: and all that abides not the fire ye shall make go through the water."
Hebrews 1:7 "And of the angels he said, Who makes his angels spirits, and his ministers a flame of fire."
The Apostle Paul wrote in first Corinthians chapter 3 and verse 12, that an article of Gold, silver or precious stones could pass through the fire without harm; whereas other materials would be consumed. Obviously water will quench fire and they cannot abide together; and the creatures Ezekiel saw came out of the fire, not out of a bath of water.
Not only did they come out of the fire but the fire was also inside of them, because anything that comes through fire will have the fire in itself and will burn or set aflame everything it touches. The fire came into them and changed their whole being and when they came out of the fire the fire did not come out of them. Fire is a divine element from which God makes His ministers flames of fire.
THE FIRES OF THE TRIAL OF FAITH
Peter in his first Epistle chapter 1 verse 7 informs us that the trial of faith produces a faith that is more precious than of gold that perishes. One of the fires out of which the fire creatures come forth is the fire of the fiery trials faith. This fire comes to men in God's hands only after they have been given the gift of faith. After faith is given and bravely declared the fires begin to burn.
Peter was comfortable, and secure in the boat, working hard like any good Christian but not making much headway and then suddenly the Lord appears in the darkness walking on the water. Peter called out and said "Lord if it's you, bid me come." and the Lord said "Come". With that word, faith leaped into his heart jumping out of the boat he walks towards Christ on the unstable water. But then - - Then the fire storm of boisterous wind blew on Peter. It was as if a fiery dragon blew with flaming breath upon the waters, and attacked the Peter's faith; and Peter's faith started to blow apart. Up until that fiery contrary wind riled the waves all was going well with Peter.
Surely Jesus the Lord of the winds would not let an angry wind blow against that splendid show of daring faith. - - But yes when Peter was well away from the boat and launched out in an act of faith, that is exactly when the faith-destroying wind began to blow. The fiery trials of faith most often seem to come as a surprise. Christians seem to think that an obedient act of faith automatically precludes any serious interference from the devil. Surprise - - then is when comes the fiery trial comes roaring in. That contrary wind is the fire that will work out something wonderful, something more precious than gold.
Many do not experience that fire because they never take a stand in faith and step out from the boat onto the water. All the disciples accompanying Peter remained safely ensconced in the boat and as a comfortable result they had no boisterous wind to contend with. Although such ones will have other kinds of trial but this is the trial of faith and can only be experienced when a stand of faith is openly taken. Then is when the fiery winds of trial begin to blow. However, that fact should not hinder the will to continue to believe. Peter, in the midst of the storm, did not turn back to the disciples in the boat asking for help. Instead He looked to Jesus and called to him for help, received help; and walked hand in hand with his Lord back to the boat. God loves to give faith and then put that faith into the fiery trial because it is only out from the fires that can come such beautiful fire-transformed creatures as Ezekiel saw.
THE FIRES OF PERSECUTION
There is another fire God uses to set aflame His ministers and that is the fires of persecution. The fire of persecution for their faith was the fire in the furnace of affliction through which the daring declaration of the faith of Shadrach, Meschach and Abednego were forced to pass through. They not only made a declaration of faith, but they made a declaration of purpose. They determined that they were not going to bow to that idol come what may and firmly stated that they knew their God was able to deliver them but if he did not deliver them they were quite ready to pass through the fire.
That is a beautiful position of faith. It is the "If Not" position. The stand of faith that declares "I know God is able to deliver me but if not it will not make a bit of difference to my determination to continue standing for what I believe." This fire was more than a fiery trial of faith, because they had developed beyond that and were at rest in God regarding their circumstances in life. However, they were in the fire of persecution because of their faith obedience to God. Frequently, obedience in faith will ignite the fires of persecution, such fires often come to one who is doing that which pleases God.
Many people fear that fire and evade it at all costs. They know that if they do what God wants them to do it will make some people very angry and stir up the flames of persecution. Their enemies will say as they said concerning Jeremiah as recorded in Jeremiah chapter 18 and verse 18. "Then said they, Come and let us devise devices against Jeremiah; for the law shall not perish from the priest, nor counsel from the wise nor the word from the prophet. Come, and let us smite him with the tongue, and let us not give heed to any of his words."
However, there is a wonderful thing about fiery furnaces and that is that there is Someone exceeding wonderful, a fourth man, waiting to visit with them in the burning flames. The burning flames of persecution inevitably draws the Fourth Man very close. The fiery flames of that hot furnace had only the power to burn off all their fetters. The fires of persecution have the wondrous power to bring ever greater freedom to the servants of God.
The fires of persecution are fires that God uses to make his ministers flames of fire. However, when such fires burn they will always be accompanied by the Fourth Man and they will never have to pass through them alone. The prophet Isaiah, in Isaiah chapter 43 and verse 2 and 3 said that God promises that "When you pass through the waters, He will be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not overflow you: when you walk through the fire you shalt not be burned; neither shall the flame kindle upon you. For I am the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior: I gave Egypt for your ransom, Ethiopia and Seba for you."
THE CONSUMING FIRE OF DIVINE JEALOUSY
There is yet another fire that burns fiercely and vehemently consumes its fuel. It is the fire of love that burns in the heart of God without ceasing. It is the fervent fire that consumes every rival every thief that dares to steal away the affections of his sons or daughters that He has chosen for Himself. The very nature of the divine Being is likened to such a fire in Hebrews chapter 12 and verse 29. "For our God is a consuming fire."
Exodus 20:4-5 "You shall not make any graven image or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. You shall not bow down to them, nor serve them: for I the LORD your God am a jealous God visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me."
That consuming fire will burn up every god or idol that ever dares to lay claim to His own chosen ones. It will consume every love in heaven or earth that would presume to come between the Father and His children. It will consume any and every enemy who would presume to alienate their affections. It is a consuming unquenchable flame that He will cause to burn in every heart of of His ministers.
At the same time it was the eternal fierce passionate fire of love that accompanied His children, a burning pillar of fire all through their desert wanderings. Tenderly protecting them, feeding them, quenching their thirst and caring for them as a loving Father.
Paul, himself aflame with that love-fire wrote in second Corinthians chapter 5 and verse 14 "For the love of Christ constrains us." It was Paul's motivating force. Just as it was those same motivating flames of love that brought Christ to this earth to be our acceptable sacrifice for sin.
In the heart of a servant of God there is a burning intensive something burning within them, a pressure, a desire, a flame of God burning. Such servants are not casually, professional, but are consumed with the flames of love for Christ. He is their God their Lord their Master, their lover. It is a flame of the love from the heart of God that reached down and captured their hearts and they live for Him, and Him alone.
Out from the midst of the fire came forth these beautiful creatures; heaven's firebrands, flaming creatures of the fire that had been shiningly cleansed with that inner fire of love to God. They were not creatures of the water! Soul-less water nymphs going about enjoying the spring sunshine. They were not vessels merely washed with water but vessels passed through the fire purifying fires of God's Holiness. They were not afraid of the fire. They did not escape and run away from the fires, but allowed them do their work and they were nor consumed by the flames.
This present world, aflame in its destroying fires of hate, greed, lust and envy becomes only the Master's workshop in which they are transformed into flaming fires, torches for the Masters use. Because God designed the present world exclusively for the ambience necessary for the transformation of His own children into flaming sons. It is designed in the shape, form and essence of burning purging fires, and it is out of those fires that the beautiful creatures came.
THE FIRES OF HOLINESS
There is yet another consuming fire in God. It is the fire of holiness. That is a fire that most frightens the devil. That is the fire that frightens sinners a fire they never want to approach. That is the fire that empowers the wrath of God against all unrighteousness. That is the terrifying sight the sinner will see in the face of the lamb in the day of judgment; and that will cause them to cry out to the rocks and mountains to hide them from the face of the Lamb. Nevertheless the fire of holiness is one of the fires that will burn outside and inside the creatures that are made in His image.
John said in his gospel in chapter one and verse twelve: "But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name." No power known to man has any other source than some kind of fire.This power, comes from the fires that God takes his sons through in order that they might become, or made into, sons of God. They would become creatures of the fire. ministers with the flaming heart.
Mary Slessor, Queen of Okoyong, of Calabar in Nigeria, Africa, was one with a flaming heart. That was the inner force that would send her out into the snake infested jungle trails in answer to a call for help. She would get off her bed of fever shaking with malaria, forget her sickness and run hours through the dark trails to help someone in dire need. Her story is a story of one that had been truly set aflame with the fires of God. She went alone in the jungles where no man dared to tread and her fire-nature slowly cleansed that whole area of its abysmal fears and miasma of superstition and let in the light of the Gospel of Christ.
THE FIRES OF COMPASSION
Then there is another fire, it is the fire of compassion, the fire that creates a caring heart. Jesus had compassion on the multitudes, and then he proceeded to do something to help in their need. Compassion will cause one to try to do something about a hurting situation. God makes his ministers flames of fire. We usually think only of the fire of combustion, however, there are several distinct kinds of fires on earth. There is the electrical fire of house heaters, but there is also the fire of lightening, atomic fires, and chemical fires. Surely heaven will have many different kinds of fires.
God wants to set the fire of compassion to burn in the hearts of His servants. A burning compassion for the lost. That fire has inflamed many a heart of a man or woman of God. In heaven it will be amazing to see the hundreds and thousands of men and women from China, Africa, India and every other nation set aflame by the fire of compassion.
A certain young women was in the hospital to have both legs amputated because of diabetes, the doctors could not get them to heal, she was all alone and she did not know anyone there. She was terribly depressed when two Christian ladies, strangers to her, came and visited her every day and spent time with her and talked to her and built up her faith and her hope and her courage until she was ready to face the operation. However, the doctor kept postponing the surgery because it began to heal until the day came when she walked out on her own sound limbs. She said, "I will never forget those two angels of mercy." Why did those two ladies go to that stranger in the hospital day after day and minister to her? Because there was a fire burning inside, they cared there was a fire of compassion, they cared about somebody.
I do not think there will be anything more lamentable in that day than for a person to see those beautiful creatures and realize that he was one of those only washed in water, because he was afraid of the fires. He will realize that he was only escaping the tender loving hand of God and His beautiful dealings. He was only escaping his love. He would remember how he escaped reproaches in anger and was lifted up in his self-pity saying, "How can they treat me this way?" How can they talk about me this way? How can they insult me this way?" In surrendering to self-pity he escaped the fires, the fires that would change him into the divine, image one of those beautiful creatures that come out of the fire.
CHAPTER 2
WINGS
Ezekiel 1:6 "And every one had four faces, and every one had four wings."
To describe heavenly or spiritual things to earthlings, God uses known material things as helps to understand things in the spiritual realm. When Jesus taught truths of the heavenly kingdom he used earthly scenes and materials. A woman making bread, a man fishing with nets, a sower sowing his field, or a tree with birds in it, these, along with many other illustrations, Jesus used in His parables to help men understand spiritual truths.
There are many thousands of winged creatures on earth. Wings for earthly creatures have only one principal purpose and that is to take power from the air and transform it into useful motion and aerial support to overcome gravity. Whether they are the powerful wings of the eagles that soar high into the air, or the little minuscule hummingbird that rapidly dashes back and forth over the flower beds with its wings beating too fast for the eye to follow. They can be the tiny wings, humming like tiny motors, that transport the mosquito or house fly or in contrast, the massive wings of a mighty airliner that can transport hundreds of people thousands of miles. Nevertheless, small or large, all wings serve one purpose and that is to take power from the air and convert it into useful motion.
That basic fact gives us the key to understand the function of these marvelous winged creatures that came forth out of the fire. The word for spirit in the Greek language is pneuma (pronounced neuma,) and the word for air in Greek is also pneuma.
The element of air, in the bible, is used as a symbol of the Holy Spirit. The writers of the Greek Bible personified the word pneuma, and wrote it the he air instead of the air. Although ungrammatical and incorrect nevertheless that wrote it in that manner to signify that they meant a spirit and not just air. Then adding the word for holy, they formed the word for Holy Spirit. Which in strict translation would be holy air. As wings are the faculty for taking power from the air and converting it to useful motion, so also the wings of these creatures show that they have the faculty of taking power from the celestial air, meaning Spirit, and converting it into useful activities, workings and operations of the Holy Spirit.
In Bible numerics four is the number for redeemed man. One stands for God the Father, two stands for Christ the Son, three represents the Trinity, and four symbolizes man, and - - by extension, four is therefore the number for the church. Every regenerated son of God is given the privilege of developing wings.
John 1:12 "But as many as received Him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name."
They are given the wings of faith and prayer to enable them to take power from the spirit and convert it into useful works of God in the affairs of men on earth. They also have the power through their wings to rise above the contamination of earth and not be subject to the gravity-like attraction of the corrupting mass of sin on the earth. Romans 8:2 "For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death."
The wings of these heaven bound creatures, while on earth, take power from the Spirit to be able to rise high above the power of the law of sin. However, wings are not used for the same purpose by the angels for there is no sin in heaven, although, their wings operate in the way. They too have the divine faculty to receive power from the Spirit of God and transform it into spiritual activities and ministries for their Lord.
It is interesting to note that each creature had four wings. That means that a man who is born again of the Spirit is born with wings, although they may still be not more that a in. The newly regenerated child of God is also born with a set of ears and eyes to see and hear in the spiritual world, and is even given a new mind, called the mind of Christ. All of these faculties are meant to grow and develop into full strength and use. As the Christian develops and grows in his spiritual life he becomes more and more adept at using those faculties. He can reach with his wings of faith and prayer into the power of the Spirit and bring it into the world of humans do useful works of power and spiritual operation.
LEARNING TO FLY
Each son of God must learn to fly, that is, to use the faculties that God has given him. What a difference there is between flight and walking. First of all, it is so much easier to fly than to walk. Then, it reduces distance considerably and lifts one above obstructions such as rivers, or mountains; and finally it is a much more practical mode of transportation, as it does not have to build expensive roads, bridges, bring down hills or tunnel through mountains. Like the eagle, the winged one can unfold his wings, mount up into the air and soar away.
How much more effective it is to work in the gifts of the spirit, the word of knowledge, the word of wisdom, than try to find the right destination through the psychiatry or rationality. The birds move so freely when they are airborne but most flying birds are awkward on their feet.
Wings are to take power from the spirit of God and move that power into service and help in the affairs of men. Paul said in second Corinthians chapter 10 and verse 4, "The weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds; Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ."
Young David tried on the heavy metallic armor of Saul, the armor men designed for protection. However, David, who had learned to use his wings that armor felt clumsy, heavy and hampered his every movement. So David took off the heavy cumbersome armor and put on his wings, took power from the Spirit that was upon him and became empowered to do exploits for God.
David sought the stones at a brook that had spent its energy smoothing and rounding those stones. The water in the stream of water also symbolizes the Spirit of God. In other words he got his weapon as a gift from the Spirit. Then uniting those weapons with the power he took from the Spirit he hurled it against Goliath. David was using his wings, he was flying that day.
SIX WINGS
Before the work done by Christ on the cross the perfected man of God was shown to Ezekiel as having four wings. However, after the cross John saw a similar vision and in that vision the perfected servant, the four living ones, was shown to him as having six wings apiece. Revelation 4:8 "And the four beasts had each of them six wings about him;"
Isaiah, in vision was given to look far forward to the final seating of Christ upon the throne of the universe. He tells of that vision in chapter 6 verse 2 and there describes the Seraphim as using each pair of wings for a specific purpose. "Above it stood the Seraphim: each one had six wings; with twain he covered his face, and with twain he covered his feet, and with twain he did fly."
Wings come in pairs, with one wing only a bird can never fly. If any one wants to stop his domestic birds from flying he needs only to clip the long feathers of one wing and that will incapacitate that bird from flying.
Isaiah and John saw those heavenly creatures with three pair of wings. The first two covered his face. The symbol of humility and the righteousness obtained by the power of the Holy Spirit by which he is enabled to come into the presence of God. Then with two wings he covered his feet which represents ministering in the power of the Holy Spirit, and the power to witness of Christ. Isaiah 52:7 "How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that brings good tidings, that publishes peace; that bring good tidings of good, that publish salvation; that says unto Zion, Your God reigns!" Ephesians 6:15 "And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace;"
With the third pair of wings, of faith and prayer they did fly. The third set of wings was used to take power from the Spirit for motion and usefulness in the things of God. So that there are three major works of the spirit represented by wings. To bring His servants into his presence, to cover them with His righteousness, and to empower them for divine service.
Some ministries can be powered for service and yet not be covered with His righteousness. A fact that causes many people to stumble in confusion. Other servants have faith for the covering of His righteousness and yet are powerless in their ministry. The Heavenly creatures are shown with four wings or six wings but not with only two wings. The perfected man of God to will have a full set of wings to stand before God.
Wings give the children of God the capability to utilize the power of God to live in righteousness, to move in power to minister, and power to enter and into the presence of God. Wings in action portray what God intends to produce in the lives of His regenerated sons, He will develop their faculties the abilities and the spiritual attributes in them.
Some people name the wings "Prayer of Faith, and Praise". True, that is one way wings can be used to reach in to the power of the spirit. Wings do not move themselves, they must be put into motion by the one that possesses them, neither does the air flutter the wings of the bird that it may fly, but the bird chooses to use its own wings. There are some that say one should wait to pray or praise God until the spirit moves them to do so, however, it works out that they never do praise for they wait until the spirit makes them praise, which soon becomes never.
Wings enable His servant to reach into the Spirit of God and bring the anointing and power and the glory and the blessing of God into our forlorn suffering world. Jesus said to His disciples on the day of His ascension in (Acts 1:8) "Ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth." He also said on that same day in Luke 24:49, "Behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on high."
Wings are for spiritual usefulness, ministry unto men and ministry unto God, to take power to believe, to praise and to worship God; and also, to enter into the power of the anointing, with the gifts and power to witness to men. As there is limitless power residing in the air to support and transport many tons of material, so also is there infinite power ever present in the Holy Spirit. God gives to His servants wings to take power from the heavenly Air and lift His servant high above all earth bound forces.
The fledgling must leave its nest and learn to use its wings and to fly and so fulfill the life of a bird of flight. Many believers are nest bound, the wings for flight are never used. There are some, like the ostrich, whose wings are never developed, they must run on the earth and never become airborne. However much they may feed and eat and however large they may grow they firmly tied to earth and never soar with the eagles.
Eagle fledglings are given wings but they are as yet untried. They look over the edge of the nest from their eerie height and become feint hearted. They wait in the nest for their parents to bring the daily feast into the nests, sit there and feed and get fat. Finally the parent sees that it is time to fly and turns their nest upside down and casts them out into the air. It is an immediate case of fly or crash, and they usually choose to fly.
God said that He will sometimes act like the mother eagle, when all of a sudden she turns her eaglet’s life topsy-turvy, full of turmoil and threatening dangers and they must either fly or crash. Moses wrote in Deuteronomy 32:11-12 "As an eagle stirs up her nest, flutters over her young, spreads abroad her wings, takes them, bears them on her wings: So the LORD alone did lead him."
Isaiah understood the principle of flight in the spirit and wrote in Isaiah 40:31 "But they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint. They shall mount up with wings as eagles."
It takes time to learn the secret art of flying, to take that wondrous invisible power out of the air and put it into useful motion. It takes time also to learn the art of waiting on God. The Hebrew word for wait is a word used in rope making and literally means a life, intertwined as the strands of a rope, woven together with God.
Imagine a young bird flying flapping his wings with all its energy and attempting to fly to the far mountains on its first flight. One would say, "No little bird, that is far too distant for you." It will do well if it can fly to the next tree on its first flight. A certain young man complained because he did not receive any answer to his prayer. When asked how long he had prayed for anything in his life, he answered, "well one time I prayed a whole hour, but nothing happened."
They that wait upon the Lord, not one hour but daily waiting at His gates and watching at His feet to feed upon His word until will grow strong, with wings well feathered and ready to fly and soar into the heavenlies.
George Whitefield, one of the greatest evangelists of the nineteenth century, could speak to thirty thousand people without having any electronic equipment to help him. The carrying power of his voice was absolutely supernatural. That servant was using his wings.
When such men as George Whitefield, John Wesley, or George Fox were preaching there was such power present that their enemies, though murderously furious could do nothing to stop them. Their only recourse was to try to make so much noise nearby that they could drown out the sound of the voice of the preacher. As long as that voice could be heard they were powerless to stop their influence. There was a power in their words that would get through to them; and if they would not yield to the spirit and be converted, then the power of God would often paralyze them so they could do no more harm.
Many times John Wesley would get up to speak and a great mob would come to the doors and try to beat the house down and break in the windows. When He began to preach the power of God would begin to be manifested and the mob could do nothing to prevent it. He faced down many a mob and the mob would become as a meek flock of lambs as the power of God would come upon them. God had given His servant wings and he had learned to use them.
In the book Revelation chapter 5 and verse 9 John writes about a song that the living creatures in the midst of the throne sang. "And they sung a new song, saying, You are worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for You were slain, and have redeemed us to God by Your blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation;"
Those words, "For You were slain, and have redeemed us to God by Your blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation," plainly states that those living creatures were glorified sons of God from out of this world of humans, sons of Adam.
Quite obviously, from the description that John gave of them, they were ones that had developed their wings. They were ones that had power to minister, power to live, power for righteousness, to be covered when they came into the presence of God. They had learned to fly, to take power from the Spirit and bring it into their life, and their ministry. They had spent time waiting upon the Lord.
The bird flies until it gets to its destination, regardless of how long it must use its wings to do so. Elijah, on top of Carmel prayed seven times. (seven in scripture is the number of perfection or fulfillment) It doesn't make any difference if it is seven or seventy times seven he used his wings to fly until he arrived to his destination.
For years man watched the birds in their flight wondering how they were able to fly. Many a man has lost his life trying to imitate the birds and fly. After many tries and observation of the birds, man finally got all the pieces of the puzzle and put it together. Now we can take off from our great airports and fly thousands of miles in just a few hours because we have learned the secrets of flight in the light invisible air about us.
Oh that believers were as wise in the Spirit as the unbelievers of in the secrets of flight in the atmosphere of this planet. They would spread their wings into the Spirit and learn to find and use its power until their wings could take them into any situation and problem of life and find the power of the Spirit was more than able to take them into victory.
So many abandon even the thought of celestial flight and walk to their destination on their feet. They abandon the use of the power of God and seek out the natural ways of resolving their problems as best they can.
Sometimes God will put His servant into such a situation that the only way he can escape is to use his wings. Thank God for wings, thank God that when a son is born again he is equipped with the buds of wings waiting to grow and be exercised. Without wings it is impossible to reach into the spirit, and bring effective help into a situation.
All angels have wings. When they come into our world and show themselves to the children of men they often show themselves as winged creatures. They use their wings to bring the power of God into some need in the world of mankind.
CHAPTER 3
THE STRAIGHT WALK
Ezekiel 1:7 "And their feet were straight feet; and the sole of their feet was like the sole of a calf's foot: and they sparkled like the color of burnished brass."
STRAIGHT FEET
The feet of these marvelous creatures were straight feet, not twisted, warped, or crooked therefore, their walk was straight not faltering, stumbling or hesitant. The servant of God walks straight and upright in his daily walk. He walks at home, at work, or at play in the same direction and manner as he walks at church. He has but one orientation in his walk and that is to walk in the spirit seeking to please God. Therefore, his is a straight forward walk, not a crooked walk that bring confusion to the mind and heart. The glorified fire creatures had both feet straight with no limping or lameness.
In scripture feet speak of the walk, or deportment in life. The feet of these creatures signifies that their deportment, their walk reflects forth the light and beauty and glory of Christ.
Mephibosheth was the son of Jonathan that king David befriended; and as a result of an accident he was lame in both his feet. David, because of his love-vow to Jonathan, brought Mephibosheth to his palace in high honor, and gave him to eat at the king's table. Later, however, when the king David fled from his throne and crossed the brook Kidron, However, because of his lameness, Mephibosheth could not go with the King.
A lame or crooked footed creature has small strength in his labors as one foot will always be weaker and work differently from the other, one foot will go one way and the other foot work would work in another. Many believers are lame ion their feet. They have a double walk, a double life. They have a church foot and a home foot. A foot that walks one way when guests are present and a foot that walks another way one is alone. It is said that character is defined by how a person acts when he is alone. A man God has developed will not go through life limping and staggering in his faith.
The writer of the book of Hebrews, in chapter 10 and verses 38-39 speaks about a lame soldier. "Now the just shall live by faith: but if any man draw back, my soul shall have no pleasure in him. But we are not of them who draw back unto perdition; but of them that believe to the saving of the soul." The word, draw back, is an Army term meaning short stepping. In the U.S. Army it is called gold bricking. When an army is marching into combat in step with the beat of the drum, a coward will march with just a little shorter step like a lame man, and thereby, little by little, he would work himself to the back of the Army. So he would not be in the front line when the clash of arms came. He will be marching just like everybody else, but just a little shorter step. God says for the short stepping, foot dragging lame soldier my soul shall have no pleasure in him.
The short stepping ones show up whenever it is time for a job to be done, they are always busy some place else doing something much more convenient. Disappearing when there is hard work to be done, waiting for it all to be done by someone else, However, they are right up front at the head of the line when the table is served. The straight foot, the straight walk, leaves no place for or deviation or digression.
David a man of God with straight feet ran towards the conflict with giant Goliath. There was no foot dragging with him. He had faith in the Holy Spirit that had anointed him, and a surety in his heart of the prophetic promises of Samuel, so he eagerly ran forward to meet, not his demise, but a triumph of faith over his giant adversary.
With a disabled foot one hops along the best he can. The hopper jumps over things that normally would be faced calmly and walked through. They try to meet life with a hop, skip and jump. Hopping over any obstacle that is inconvenient, difficult, or troublesome. He will walk straight forward in the path set before Him without trying to skip over and find the nice places and evade the difficult places.
There are those who need to walk with the aid of crutches. Their feet are so weak or disabled or undependable that without such aid they cannot ambulate at all. The lame have a dire need to lean upon outside help for every step they take in the path of life. However in those fire creatures fires have done their work well, they have burned out all foot diseases and crippling weakness so they now walk on their own two good feet without the need or dependency on any outside help. Whether such dependency be upon a prayer partner, pastor, or a stalwart friend.
Such dependency is necessary for the man disabled in his feet, because there is not enough strength in crooked feet to stand and walk the path God has set before them. Until the fires can burn out the hindering diseases in his feet he will never become a fully developed man of God with wings and straight feet.
There are those who have been healed from their disablement by the miraculous power of God. They have taken their crutches and broken them in an ecstasy of relief and joy. They would not need those helps any longer. They did not take them to the store and trade them in for a new pair. They wanted to say good by forever to those old helps. It is a great blessing in life when God heals the feet and gets those pathetic limping leaners off their crutches and onto strong straight feet.
CLOVEN FOOTED
Ezekiel saw yet another wonder in the appearance of those marvelous creatures that appeared out of the fire. He saw that the sole of their feet were like the sole of a calf's foot, or cloven footed. Their feet were hooves divided in the middle. A cloven foot on an animal was one of the two signs that indicated the it was considered an animal clean to eat, according to the hygienic laws of Moses.
The cloven foot symbolized the sanctified walk, or a walk on earth that was separated unto God. The very word sanctified comes from the Hebrew word 'qodesh' which means holy, or separated. The cloven feet on those creatures out of the fire signifies that their life is separated from the flesh and the world, and live fully unto God, They have straight feet and walk in the path that pleases God and fulfills His will.
Moses wrote in Genesis chapter 1 and verse 4 that God divided or separated the light from the darkness and since that day no man had ever been able to unite darkness and light. God separated them, and if any man is going to walk a straight walk in the light he cannot walk in the darkness of this world at the same time. He must have feet that separate him from the world of darkness and its entertainment, joys, pleasures and evil employment. However, in gainful work, he may 'spoil the Egyptians' of their gold and silver but never worship the Egyptian gods. Christ is the light of the world and He will never be joined together with the works of darkness because God separated forever light from darkness.
The ox is a cloven footed beast that were raised principally for service or sacrifice. They were animals separated unto service as a source of strength or for a victim to be offered on the altar as a sacrifice unto the Lord.
The divided feet of the creatures of Ezekiel's vision indicated that they were equipped for service, even as Jesus the Model Son became a servant-slave and washed the feet of His disciples. Jesus said in the book of Matthew chapter 20 and verse 27: "Whosoever will be chief among you, let him be your servant: Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many."
Animals with cloven feet can walk into the shallow muddy banks of rivers to eat the luscious grass that grows there even in drought times; and with those feet they will not get stuck in the mud. If an animal without divided hoofs goes into mud it easily gets stuck. because its hoof is not divided therefore when it attempts to withdraw its feet from the sticky mud its undivided hoof creates a vacuum and it cannot extricate itself.
The worldly person will say such a straight walk is too fanatical and unpractical, and he says the truth for to be called a fanatic is not such a bad epithet to be cast upon a believer. To be a fanatic really means one that is totally dedicated to one thing in life. A fully dedicated scientist is a fanatic, a fine musical artist that lives and breathes his music is a music fanatic. It is really a fine word and rightly fits a man of God who has straight feet and a sanctified walk. That one, regardless of where he is or what he may be doing will always have the things of God as the principal direction of his walk.
Even gainful employment will not be his vocation but only his avocation. Jesus, working six days a week and long hours in the carpenter shop, never lost His Father-centered direction. Carpentering was His means of sustenance but not His goal in life. Nor does that mean He was always talking about His Father to every customer that entered His shop; but it does mean that there was a flow of love and praise in His heart throughout the day as He communed in his inner being with His God.
IT SPARKLED
Ezekiel saw yet another wonder in his vision, He saw that the feet of those wondrous creatures sparkled like burnished brass. There are two inferences in that word, 'sparkled'. One meaning is that as they had just come out of the fire the sparks were still flying from them as it does of some molten metals. Metal, fresh out of the fire, shoots out sparks indicating that the fire is still inside of the metal.
Another connotation of the word sparkled is that it was so highly polished that it gleamed as it caught every ray of light and reflected them in a sparkling manner. In other words their feet were scintillating in radiant brilliance.
To polish brass into a such a state of radiance takes a lot of buffing and rubbing. The metal smith begins to polish the brass with a grinding wheel so that all unevenness and bumps will be ground off and the metal leveled out. Then the smith changes to buffers using course polishing grit to smooth the brass it until it is pleasant to the touch of artist's finger. Then he finally uses the finest jeweler's rouge and carefully, patiently he rubs and buffs until the brass becomes silky to the touch and highly reflective to the eye. At the fire and the Metal Artist have done their fine work and their brazen feet sparkled.
The feet of the man of God must not only be straight and cloven feet but they must have passed through all the processes of the metallurgist until they sparkle and shine in finest beauty, reflecting the light and the glory of God by their very walk, shooting forth tiny sparks from the very fire still burning within them.
The prophet speaks of them in Isaiah chapter 52 and verse 7 saying, "How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that brings good tidings, that publishes peace; that brings good tidings of good, that publishes salvation; that says unto Zion, Your God reigns!"
Some people have quite a problem holding still in the polishing process. They think They should be able to walk right through life without getting their feet straightened and polished. They may take time to polish their shoes but do not want their feet polished. However, God is not interested in polishing shoes, He wants to make the feet shine. God wants to polish the feet while many believers want to polish their shoes. Some believe that their feet can be in any condition as long as they are hidden in shining shoes. Nevertheless, God will work on the believers feet and walk, or deportment, until they truly reflect in dazzling sparkles of beauty the light of the Gospel of Christ.
FEET OF BRASS
Brass, in scripture, is the symbol of judgment, that is why the altar of sacrifice was made of brass. The serpent Moses put on a pole, representing the sacrifice of Jesus made for the sins of the world, was also made of brass. Fire is always a purifying element cleansing whatever passes through it from all manner of defilement. The feet of those symbolic creatures, being of brass, tells us that the perfected man of God with sparkling feet has been through the fires of judgment at the cross and is walking in newness of life.
As the apostle Paul writes concerning his own life, in Galatians chapter 2 and verse 20, that he had gone through the fire of death with Christ and of judgment at the cross. "I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ lives in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave Himself for me."
The man of God becomes a burning shining light of the gospel of Christ as through the faith of Christ he has been identified in the crucifixion of Jesus into the judgment of the cross. Such a man will know what pleases God and endeavors to walk in the ways that please God and not in the ways that please man. He will have been taught by the Spirit of Truth the true ways of Go and will be able to judge between righteousness and the things that are offensive to God.
The a lame Christian often asks the negative question, "Well, what is wrong with that?" In reality the question should be put in its positive form, "What is right about that?" However, the real question is not whether it is right or wrong, but does such an action please or offend the King of the kingdom of God.
The feet of brass manifested that they have brought to judgment their walk. They choose the right way and the right direction that pleases God. Whether it pleases others or the flesh is not important. The highly polished feet of brass will know the way what pleases God, and walks in the will of God. They will have that guiding voice, that inner witness within; and they have learned to judge by listening to that voice.
COCA COLA
It is a fact that many times what is pleasing to God for one person is not necessarily incumbent upon another. In a certain church there was a church member who dearly loved coca-cola and went through about a case a day. God dealt with her through a very vivid and frightening dream about coke-cola and the danger of drinking so much of it and by her dream was enabled to break that very costly and unhealthy habit. After that experience. she set about judging every one in the congregation that drank a bit of coca-cola. Insisting that they must never drink any coca-cola again. Although it was certainly true for her, yet her dream was not true for everybody else. God was not trying to ruin the coke-cola company and was not saying that no Christian should drink coke-cola. Although, for her, it was as good dream and did her good for she needed to get off of it.
Because God deals with some one in a certain way does not mean that everybody surely will be dealt with in the same manner, or concerning the same thing and at the same time. Some people become critical of others on the basis of their own experiences and not because they are walking with feet of burnished brass. Often when a Christian has a dealing of God in his life that removes a displeasing thing and then finds neighbor doing the same thing, and that same neighbor is obviously much blessed of God in their life. Then he becomes confused and critical and begins to question God and His dealings.
Perhaps it is not yet God's time for God to deal with some one else about some imperfection in their life. The man of God with true judgment in his life will not become critical in his spirit and become a noxious crusader for the whole church. The one with the cloven feet of sparkling brass will know just where and how to walk so that each step ahead is taken in that discerning light and knowledge that lets him know the way in which he should walk and allows his brother to have the same privilege.
The Creatures out of the fire had straight feet of brass. They had light and judgment in their walk and each knew the way he must for his own feet. He did not take time or effort to walk another's walk for them, or force another to walk in the same path he walked.
CHAPTER 4
ANOINTED HANDS
Ezekiel 1:8 "And they had the hands of a man under their wings on their four sides; and they four had their faces and their wings."
The hands of the living creatures were under, or covered by their wings. This placement of their hands means that the power that was taken from the Spirit-air by the wings was transferred to the hands. Hands speak of the works that these creatures do and that they are empowered for those works by the wings. Hands gave these creatures the ability to work, as their wings gave them the ability to take power from the air of the Spirit and transfer it to energize their works.
The most amazing and intricate piece of machinery that has ever been developed on earth is the human hand. There has never been an improvement upon it. No mechanical genius has ever been able to even approach its dexterity, strength and beauty. The delicate fingers can pick up the tiniest needle from the floor or they can grasp and lift a hundred pound weight with the same proficiency.
If a horse had the intelligence of a human, yet, being without hands it could not possibly do what man has been able to do. A man with his hands had the tremendous ability to do all the complex and sophisticated things he has accomplished in his world. Whether devising some intricate electronic instrument or fashioning great ships that sail the oceans or devising amazing passenger liners that fly through the air. All these achievements have been made possible because of the wonder of human hand.
It is said that the greatest invention of man is the wheel, which is true, nonetheless, by far the finest engineered piece of machinery in the world is the human hand. The hand, engineered by the great Creator Himself was given to man as a gift to accompany and complete the intelligence with which man is endowed.
A Eduardo Raheb is a hand surgeon who specializes in micro surgery and the repair of an injured hand. As a student he would practiced on the paws of a dog and learn to splice a nerve bundle the size of a human hair; and in that bundle of nerve fiber there were individual nerves, not color coded, which must be traced out to see their destination and purpose. When a nerve had been severed, he had to find out from where it came and to where it went, then with the tiniest needle under the microscope he had to suture them together so they would grow together again. He can repair a hand so wondrously that even if it had been cut off (and he can get it quickly enough) he can splice it back onto his arm and make it serviceable.
Although the hand is such a wonderful piece of machinery amazingly complex, yet its remarkable dexterity and ability is casually taken and put to countless uses without the slightest thought or wonder at the engineering marvel the Creator accomplished.
EMPOWERED HANDS
The wings covering the hands of the living creature take power from the Spirit and give it unto the hands and empower them to bring forth powerful works of love and grace. In the 16th chapter of the book of Mark and in verse 18, Jesus said His disciples would lay hands on the sick the they would recover.
That is a great mystery of the Spirit. Taking power with the wings of faith and prayer and transferring it to the hands and through the hands pass that same power to somebody that is sick and that one healed or delivered by the power that was received from the Spirit of God through faith. What a mystery it is that the divine power can pass through hands into the material world, by mean of the wings that lay hold of that power and minister it through their hands.
We all know that affection and comfort can be transferred through touching. In hospitals it has been proved that if babies are not caressed and fondled they will become inferior or wanting in their development. Humans need the touch of one another. In some mysterious way there is a transfer of healing comfort, a building of security and a bonding by touching. Although, it may be in the will of God to heal somebody, nevertheless, He often waits until he finds someone in faith to put his hands on that one and pray for him in order to bring the gift of healing to that person.
HEALING HANDS UNDER THE WINGS
Sometimes a man of God is given special gifts for the healing and delivering of folks from their many ills and infirmities; He has developed his wings of faith and prayer. Sick people will travel for miles just to get that one person to have him put his hands on them and pray for them. Because when those hands touch the sick person, the power of God is released in them and according to their faith they will be healed.
The creatures that came out of the fire had their hands under their wings. Empowered hands that could relay power and blessing through the touch of faith. The ministry of the hands of power is very real and powerful; although impossible for the human mind to understand the mystery of their works.
Humans cannot really understand even the wonder of the working of our own physical hands, however, that does not hinder us from doing many wonderful works of art, engineering and an infinite number of tasks. Once a man has taught his hands to master a skill he has no fear or doubt of his ability when he sets his hands to accomplish his desires.
Having acquired the art and mastery of the piano the pianist hardly thinks twice about sitting down and playing a work of beauty he has taken from his repertoire of memory. However, if a man he has not acquired the necessary proficiency in his instrument of music he most certainly will not invite his friends in to give them a concert. It is true that everyone has exactly the same nerves, muscles and bones in his hands as are in the hands of the famous pianist Beethoven. And it is equally true that whatever music the novice attempts to play on a piano will definitely not sound as if Beethoven was playing it. Although his hands are physically the same but they are not hands empowered by divine endowment and long years of development.
HIGH PRIEST HANDS ANOINTED
In the days of the Mosaic priesthood each priest had to pass through the special ceremony of consecration to the office. In one part of that ceremony they took a special anointing oil and put it upon the right thumb of the High priest. The right thumb of the right hand is symbolic of the strength of man and his works, A hand that would henceforth move in the anointing. A hand that would take the power of God and apply it to the occasion. His hands became a way of bringing mercy and help to people and glory and praise to God.
The creatures that Ezekiel saw had fully developed wings that could gather power from the Air and fly. They had learned to use their wings through practice, growth and development. Their hands were not in their pockets but under their wings. Their hands were a means of grace transferring power into an outflowing stream of blessing, mercy and divine love to the people of God.
There are vast riches of grace, love and mercy that God desires to give unto His people and those many of those gifts are destined to flow to them through the hands of His servants. God revealed to Ezekiel that by means of the power received from the wings, human hands would be able to take the powerful gifts of grace and convey them to the believer in need of that gift in that moment of time.
The wondrous creatures had come out of the fire, and the fire was still burning and sparkling in them. Those living creatures were not cold indifferent beings, robot-like, that operated like some cold machine without heart or passion. To the contrary, they were burning flames with blazing hearts of compassion for the poor, the hurting, the blind, the lost and dying. When the power of God flowed from their wings to their hands it had to first flow through their flaming heart of love. The power of the mercy and grace of God can never flow through a cold hard unconcerned heart.
It is written that Jesus was moved with compassion before His hands reached out in some powerful work of mercy. He said to the cold unconcerned Pharisees in Matthew chapter 9 and verse 13, "Go ye and learn what this means, I will have mercy, and not sacrifice: for I am not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance."
THE FLAPPING FLEDGLING
Before wings can manifest their power-acquiring ability there will have to be times of practice, of exercising those wings, they will beat the air uselessly before they are strong enough and practiced enough to take hold of the air in power for full flight. There will be much flapping and beating of wings in the nest even to the discomfort of his siblings as the fledgling practices and grows strong.
In real life it is a common occurrence that when a growing son of God begins to practice his wings he will surely be criticized by his siblings. One will say how dare he think that he can fly and another will call out, `please, don't flap your wings in my face'. In fact, it is a common practice of church members, that if one of the members does begin to try out his wings, it will be said of him is that he is proud, trying to show off and acting in the flesh. Wings of the fledgling in the nest will always stir up jealousy and censure from its fledgling brethren in the nest. But there is no other way for wings to grow strong than by constant practice.
The adversary, the devil, will be certain to put that thought in their minds to attempt to hinder any growth that may develop in those powerful wings, growth that he rightly fears. However, a little criticism, and a little negativity is good for the soul and they need bruise and sting only the ego, not the heart.
God's perfected servants will have both wings and hands. A servant well able to move in the spirit through wings of prayer and faith and even to transfer the blessings of the Air to the poor and needy through his hands. Also his divided hooves will show to his neighbors that he intends to walk in a straight direction knowing where he is going and not stray from that path.
With his powerful wings the servant of God soars on high like the eagle, mounting up into the rarest air of the heavens. There he enters into intimate touch with, and learns to communicate with, the currents and mind of the Spirit-air. He has also learned to soar, upheld by the thermal winds, no longer flying by much effort, but upheld and carried by the wind currents flowing under his strong wings. Wind currents of spirit air that move only according to the divine Mind that governs all winds. Carried high in the heavenlies he will See and hear things in the heavenly spheres neither seen nor heard while his feet were earthbound.
CHAPTER 5
WINGS JOINED TOGETHER
Ezekiel 1:9 "Their wings were joined one to another; they turned not when they went; they went every one straight forward."
The wings of the heavenly creatures out of the fire were joined one to another in pairs. Two wings were used to fly and two were joined to cover their feet. One wing did not work independently from the other, wings to be efficient must work together in synchronized harmony; for that reason the wings were joined together for the most efficient action. Faith and Prayer must be joined one to another. Alone neither one can take power from the Spirit-air and bring that spirit power to energize the fire-creature.
In vision the prophet Isaiah clearly designated the specific use of each pair of wings. In chapter 6 and verse 2 he described them as follows: "Above it stood the Seraphim: each one had six wings; with two he covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two he did fly."
As it is impossible for a one winged creature to fly so also it is impossible for a servant of the Most High to receive power from heaven's air using the wing of faith or the wing of prayer alone. Each wing depends upon its companion wing. The two must move in harmonious unity. Faith, stronger than an eagles wing will never bring the reward of empowered action. The finest prayer without faith is as useless as to try to grasp hold of the air with a fledgling's unfeathered wing.
The second pair of wings symbolize the commissioned word of God granted to the soul coupled with willing obedience to comply with that word. It is axiomatic that to have the power and authority necessary to successfully bring the word of light of the Gospel to a darkened soul, the two wings of faith and prayer must be firmly united into synchronized power-gathering action.
Isaiah wrote that, "With the other pair of wings he covered his feet". That gives us to understand that those creatures had power in their feet that they received from the second set of power-appropriating wings. By the use of that power they could effectively carry the word in light and thereby fulfill their charge to witness the gospel of Jesus Christ to a dark and estranged world.
The wings that cover the feet of winged beings had to take power from the Spirit to be able to hear the voice of the Spirit giving words of direction and guidance as well as light-giving words of life. Hearing their instructions the obedient feet have the direction and light to convey the living witness. The enlightening word of power of the Holy Spirit is essential to be able to impart a living word in faith to a poor and needy soul. If the word of God is preached, in the wrong place, at the wrong time, in the wrong way and without the anointing power of the of the Spirit, it will be of small service and bring meager fruit at best.
The servant of God with the cloven feet that walk in a straight walk, will take power from the wings that cover them for guidance and direction. Those feet shall be divinely enabled by that power to walk in the path of the will of God. That same power shall lead them to the right place in the precise time with the anointed word and the seed of that word shall assuredly take root and grow. That empowered word of light shall have power to penetrate through the fortress of the heart and drive out the darkness of unbelief and implant the light of faith.
The prophet Isaiah spoke of the day to come in which the church would proclaim to the world the glorious gospel of the Kingdom of heaven. In Isaiah chapter 52 and verse 7 the prophet wrote "How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that brings good tidings, that publishes peace; that brings good tidings of good, that publishes salvation."
It is impossible for the yet unborn son of God to hear the word of God and understand it without the enlightening power of the Holy Spirit to open his ears and give light to the eyes of his understanding. This powerful assistance will come through the power acquired by the labor of the wings taking hold of divine power to witness effectively.
Jesus is quoted in the Gospel of Matthew chapter 13 and verse 19 as saying that it is necessary to have understanding when the seed is sown. "When any one hears the word of the kingdom, and understands it not, then comes the wicked one, and catches away that which was sown in his heart."
In the epistle of Ephesians Paul wrote, in chapter 6 and verse 15. of the perfected servant as a victorious soldier. Paul said that he would have his "feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace." And that preparation entails having the anointing power from God that would cause the proclaiming of the divine message to be fruitful.
The creatures out of the fire would have done their homework well and the divine message would be clear and easily to be understood. Those creatures would not walk to the wrong place or the wrong time and furthermore would not arrive with an empty heart or without a divine word in their mouth.
Paul speaks of that minister with the flaming heart in second Timothy in chapter 2 and verse 15 saying that he would be one that had studied to shew himself approved unto God, a workman that would not to be ashamed, rightly dividing, or aligning, the word of truth.
STRAIGHT FORWARD
"they turned not when they went; they went every one straight forward." What a positive declaration. everyone went straight forward. No deviation, no alteration of purpose, no waffling of intentions, and no changing their course when the way becomes difficult. They had their faces set as a flint in their intended goal and turned not aside for pain or pleasure.
Together they went, there was no individual independence that separated or divided their unity and harmony. They went always joined together and always in a straight line. (A straight line is defined as the shortest distance between two points). And their direction is specifically designated as forward, not backward or walking sideways crabbing along. These were those spirit creatures that had learned to walk in the unity of the Spirit. Romans 8:14 "For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God."
George Fox was one such flaming hearted creature from out of the fires of persecution. One of the strong points emphasized in his ministry was that the sons of God have the Holy Spirit abiding within. He would often say, "Listen to the inward monitor, listen to the inward teacher He will direct you in the way." George Fox lived in a time when many lamentable errors were taught from the pulpits of the official state church of England. Rev Fox declared that people need not be deceived or led astray, that they must learn to listen to their inward teacher. The Holy Spirit abiding within would be like an umpire in their hearts, who, when the game is in progress, will blow the whistle when things go wrong. He taught them to listen to the inward monitor and to be led by the Spirit.
In the book of Proverbs chapter 14 verse 12 Solomon writes that, "There is a way that seems right unto man, but the end thereof are the ways of death." Often the way the flesh would choose will look right and prosperous, however, it is impossible for flesh to see ahead and see the end of that way.
These wondrous beings born out of the fire walked a straight walk, they walked in the Spirit, through the labor of their covering wings they had procured the guidance and direction that was needed. The apostle Paul wrote in the book of Galatians chapter 5 and verse 16 "This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh.".
A person cannot walk on two sides of the street at once. If he walks on one side of the street, he will not be able to walk on the other. If a man walks in the city of Atlanta, he most certainly cannot walk simultaneously down a street in the city of Chicago. If a Christian walks in the flesh then know for sure, he is not walking in the Spirit.
These fire-purged beings that Ezekiel saw were always walking straight forward. They were being led by the Spirit without deviations short cuts or detours. The word straight in Hebrew also means to cross over from one side to the other or from one realm to the other. They had crossed over and were walking in the Spirit. They had entered into the rule of God in their lives and obeyed the Spirit, their inward monitor, to do what He directed them to do.
Humanity lives in a sick world that is being counseled by psychiatrists who are even more sick themselves and yet counseling the world how to live. They are the counselors of the age and yet admittedly they do not have the answers. They can find the problem in people's lives but the answers evade them. They have never crossed over and learned to walk in the spirit of God.
God is still developing spirit fire-creatures on earth through the many fires they pass through, they are being transformed from glory to glory, from men to angels, from sons of Adam to sons of God. They will come to the place where they cross over and walk a straight walk in the Spirit. It is impossible for man in the flesh to walk straight if he is guiding his own life. Such a one will find that he will be running into a dead end, a mud pond, a brick wall or somebody's mad dog.
In the book of John in the sixteenth chapter and verse 13: Jesus said to His disciples, on that mystery night in the Garden of Gethsemane just before the Crucifixion, "Howbeit when He the Spirit of truth, is come, He will guide you into all truth."
Therefore, if God sent the Spirit of the most High all the way to earth to guide His servants into all truth, then it is also certain that He knows they need it. God's children need the guidance of the Spirit of God because they cannot find their way alone. The scope of human wisdom is too ineffectual to ordain a straight walk; and for that reason God has given the faithful help of His Spirit that His servants might walk without deviations or mislead into false ways. Furthermore, according to the prophet Isaiah, the whole world lies in darkness and it is always difficult to find the right way in the dark.
When a person plans to take a journey he first procures a map and looks for the best and most direct way. The devil came to Jesus in the desert and offered Him a shortcut. I will give you the whole world and all its kingdoms if you will bow and worship me. In other words he suggested, Why go through the cross, the pain, the suffering and shame? You can have it all because I will give it to you. If only - - -. However, the Lord was not looking for short cuts. He walked the full way required to purchase our redemption and brought forth a full salvation.
The prophet Isaiah had been given a word form the Lord and wrote in his book: "Your ears shall hear a word behind you saying, This is the way, walk in it, when you turn to the right hand and when you turn to the left." Isaiah 30:21.
When a person turns to the right hand or to the left hand he is no longer walking in a straight walk. He turned his back on his Guide. That is why the word is from behind him. As long as one is walking straight ahead he will be following his Guide, but when he turns aside into another way the faithful Guide is no longer leading but is behind the follower's back. Nevertheless, in His great faithfulness, the Spirit will call to the erring one from behind him and say, that is not the way, this is the way walk ye in it.
Some religious ways are tempting and popular and are a broad way in which many walk. Perhaps a way of human honor and glory. A way that seems right unto man and humanistic. Perhaps it is a way of popular preaching, garnering large congregations, by promising blessing, well being and eternal happiness. They may offering everything that God promises but without the pain, inconvenience and shame of a cross. It is a shortcut, a deviant way that promises to lead to the same destination but it is not the way of the Spirit.
Jesus, the one who knew the way, said to His disciples very succinctly: "If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me." Matthew 16:24
The way the Holy Spirit leads will not always guide into beautiful meadows filled with peace and comfort. The way of the disciple who follows his Lord may not be through pleasant lovely parks but it will be the way that takes him safely home. Shortcuts are dangerous. Always listen to the word that comes from behind for that means that one has already turned aside and is on a detour.
The prophet speaking of God's chosen army says: "They shall run like mighty men; they shall climb the wall like men of war; and they shall march every one on his ways, and they shall not break their ranks: Neither shall one thrust another; they shall walk every one in his path: and when they fall upon the sword, they shall not be wounded." Joel 2:7
The unique beings that Ezekiel saw are those from out of the fire that go straight forward. They had learned to walk in a straight forward path, a path that crosses from one realm to another, from earth to heaven, from death to life, from walking in the flesh to walking in the spirit.
Those who walk in the Spirit shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh. They who are lead by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God, they have crossed over from the land of independence in which what pleases me is the rule, into the place of dependency in which what really matters is that which pleases the King. They have faithfully followed the living word garnered by the wings of power.
CHAPTER 6
FACE OF A MAN
Ezekiel 1:10 "As for the likeness of their faces, they four had the face of a man, and the face of a lion, on the right side: and they four had the face of an ox on the left side; they four also had the face of an eagle."
Through likenesses God manifested to Ezekiel how the servant perfected appears in the heavenly realm. These glorious creatures out of the fire represent a redeemed and glorified son that has been brought through the fires into the perfection and image of Jesus Christ.
In the fourth chapter of the book of Revelation there are four similar beings described. In the KJV They are called beasts because of their faces, but in the original language they are called Living Ones or Beings. They held the highest position of all creatures in relation to the throne of God that St. John was permitted to see. The Living Ones were seen stationed in the very midst of the throne of God.
Revelation 4:6-8 "And before the throne there was a sea of glass like unto crystal: and in the midst of the throne, and round about the throne, were four beasts full of eyes before and behind. And the first beast was like a lion, and the second beast like a calf, and the third beast had a face as a man, and the fourth beast was like a flying eagle. And the four beasts had each of them six wings about him; and they were full of eyes within: and they rest not day and night, saying, Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, which was, and is, and is to come."
Again in chapter 5 and verse 9 John writes that these Living Creatures along with other heavenly beings sang a song that clearly established that they were glorified human creatures that had come through the great redeeming power and blood of the cross. And I quote, "And they sung a new song, saying, You are worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for You were slain, and have redeemed us to God by Your blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation;"
Those strangely formed yet glorious living creatures, were especially described by the designation. Living Ones, because of the outstanding power of the life-force within them. Nevertheless they were humans of the race of Adam that had been redeemed by the blood of the Lamb, passed through the fires of earth-life and glorified by the transforming power of God. The vision of the Living Beings, given to St. John, was a vision of the same creatures born out of the fire that Ezekiel was shown centuries before.
The four faces are the image of the four characteristics by which Jesus, the Son of Man, manifested Himself while on earth. Those four faces also are the four themes of the life of Jesus given by the authors of the four gospel. Matthew, presents Jesus as the king, the face of the lion. Mark pictures Christ as the humble servant, the face of the ox. The face of the man that is emphasized in the book of Luke shows Jesus in His immaculate humanity. John speaks of Christ in His divinity as the Word of God, who, as the eagle, soared beyond earth into the high realms of the heavenlies.
When Christ came to earth, He took not upon Him the nature of angels but took upon Himself the form and nature of a son of Adam. He was born into the family of mankind. He became the wondrous prototype of the fire-made image of the fire-creatures. When God made man into His image he did not make the body of Adam in His image but He formed that body out of the dust of the earth, because God has no physical form or substance. When Christ came in his sinless perfection He became the divine image into which the creatures were to be made from the fire.
In the book of second Corinthians chapter 3 verse 18, Paul explains that the Holy Spirit is still working to finalize the work of creation by changing into the image of God those whose faces and eyes are oriented to behold His glory, "But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord."
God is finishing generation by generation, that which He started in the garden of Eden when He decreed "Let us make man in our own image." He is still working out that wondrous decree in the daily lives of all of His saints and thereby fulfilling that original purpose.
In the book of Revelation those Living Ones were shown with two more wings than the beings shown to Ezekiel. The Living Creatures were also revealed as having many eyes like as the fire creatures Ezekiel saw. Eyes represent the ability to utilize to the fullest the light of their environment. They had been given the mighty power to see within and know themselves beyond any shadow of doubt or self deceit, a great enemy of all mankind, by the multitude of eyes and light within. Then too, with many eyes without they had perception and clear understanding of their environment and circumstances.
John shares his vision and gives us to see a small portion of the activities of these Living Creatures. In Revelation chapter 6 and verses 1,3,5 and 7. These creatures came to John, one by one and invited Him to come and look into the opened book of mysteries and of coming judgments. Then again in chapter 15 and verse 7 "One of the four living ones gave unto the seven angels seven golden vials full of the wrath of God, who liveth for ever and ever."
It is obvious that the four living ones represent the redeemed, and perfected fire-birthed man-in-His-image. They gave unto the seven angels seven golden vials full of the wrath of God. Those perfected and servants, redeemed and glorified appear to have somewhat to do with the future judgments that will be meted out upon the earth in the final accounting.
John's vision along with Ezekiel's show in picture form, what the perfected servant will become in their final stage of development by the creating and redeeming power of the Almighty God. Man in his perfected state will be brought into an incomprehensible glory of relationship with the Triune God. The glory that God's original plan always intended ever since the beginning.
FROM THE VISION OF MOSES
God told Moses to build the Tabernacle according to the vision showed to him on the Mount. Therefore, when Moses designed and built the Tabernacle he carefully built within it, using earthly materials, forms and shapes, those things which he saw as a pattern in heaven. A small earthly picture of heavenly beings was woven into the curtain-walls and the ceilings of the tabernacle. On the walls, ceiling and dividing curtains Cherubim were embroidered, and those Cherubim bear a strong similitude to the fire-creatures that Ezekiel saw. Also Cherubim of pure gold sat in constant vigilance upon the mercy seat of the ark.
From the beginning, before the foundation of the earth, God had a tremendous purpose in His creation of man. No happenings in the life of a Christian on this earth are helter-skelter accidents of merest chance, but every incident in his life are the work of God to finally fulfill His high purpose of the original plan of the creation of man.
Many believers will not hold faith, hope and love necessary to be made into those wondrous beings that come forth out of the fire. However, there are other places and stages of development beside that of the perfected servants. John also saw a great multitude which no man could number. They were the redeemed who were standing before the throne praising God for their redemption. John too was shown a certain representative number, 144,000, that followed the lamb wherever He went. Also he saw the twenty-four elders that sat upon thrones stationed round about the throne. However, in the very midst of the throne, near to the glory-presence of God, abode those amazing Living Ones.
One had the face of a man. A man's face with its likeness to the face of the Son of Man. A face that shows the characteristic of man. Regardless of how gloriously changed he will be he will always be a man. A former son of Adam, now a perfected son of God. The fire-creatures, are the living beings in the midst of the throne. They are the final stage of the creation of man in His own image that the mighty power of God even now is fulfilling. Jesus Himself was the Man in the Creator's image.
He took upon himself the form and the nature of man. Jesus possessed the face of a man and became a son of Adam's race with all of his human qualities in their superior degree of perfection. The fire creature with the face of a man was a picture of all those made in His image that will have perfected within them the wondrous nature, abilities, and intellect of man made in the divine image.
The perfected servant will possess:
1. Full capacity to receive the knowledge of God and his will;
2. Unrestricted communion with God;
3. A mind full of eyes impossible to harbor evil thoughts;
4. A heart overflowing with the flaming fire of love;
5. The divine nature replacing the Adamic one;
6. The crown of righteousness of Christ;
7. Wings to receive and use the powers of the Spirit;
8. And the righteousness of Christ as His raiment.
MAN'S FACE NOT ANGEL'S
Those fire-creatures did not have angel faces but the face of a man. Daniel in his book tries to tell us what an angel face looks like. Concerning his vision of the angel Gabriel he wrote in chapter 10 and verse 6: "His body also was like the beryl, and his face as the appearance of lightning, and his eyes as lamps of fire, and his arms and his feet like in color to polished brass, and the voice of his words like the voice of a multitude."
There is certainly no way to confuse the face of an angel that appears like lightening with the face of a human being. In fact there is very little similitude between the angel Gabriel and the fire-creatures that Ezekiel saw.
The fire creature had the face of a man because he was a man but a man so transformed, so enhanced that it was beyond the powers of Ezekiel to describe in its virtual reality. A man yes, but a man with multiple wings to gather power from the Spirit and many eyes to enlighten and see clearly in all directions as well as within and without.
No wonder the prophet Isaiah said: "For since the beginning of the world men have not heard, nor perceived by the ear, neither has the eye seen, O God, beside You, what You have prepared for him that waits for him". (ISA 64:4); Jesus also said, "For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul"? (MAR 8:36)
How the angels must weep when believers waste their efforts and time in vanities and follies of this world. From the day we are born until the day we die our time on earth is measured in but a few years. Only so much time and it is that small measure of time that is so often wasted in the effort to gain the adulation and material benefits of this world.
God has prepared for the redeemed sons of men something so far beyond what this world could ever offer. From the viewpoint of eternity what great difference does it make if one has much of this world's goods or lives in scant necessities. It is in this brief period of time that the Creator-Potter has chosen to cause the clay of humanity to pass through the molding sealing fires of the eternal formation of the new creature, the living Ones.
The vision of Ezekiel is a representation of coming realties. A picture of what the master potter will make on the wheel of life. What an amazing and marvelous Master Potter that can take such vile resistant clay and create such a glorious masterpiece.
The chosen and called regenerated son should not live for earthly glory, fame or riches. His enlightened soul has found the true purposes of God and the divine destiny of man and has set his course for the kingdom of Heaven. He will live like poor sore-filled hungry Lazarus carried straight to the bosom of Abraham by the angels. His destiny will not be like that rich, well fed, man, who died and opened his eyes in Hell.
The eminent evangelist Gypsy Smith was ministering to a group of business men in the city of New York. His theme was heaven and the wondrous things God has prepared for those that love Him. Those men sat listening with tears in their eyes as Gypsy portrayed in living words the glory awaiting believers in heaven. At the end of the service these men said to him, "Gypsy, you are dreaming, that is too beautiful, too wonderful, it cannot be true." Those words distressed the evangelist so deeply that he went home and wrote that beautiful song entitled, "If I am dreaming, let me dream on".
There are magnificent works of art in the world and the artists searched long for the finest materials they could find to work with to produce life-like statues, exquisite paintings, intricate works of art, but never has it been known for an artist to take common clay and transform it into a living golden jewel fit for crown of heaven's King.
While visiting in London I entered the heavily guarded vault and saw the Queen's crown, truly a work of magnificent artistry of finest gold and resplendent in superb jewels. Notwithstanding there was one thing obviously certain, that dazzling crown was not miraculously made out of common clay.
Only God can take a piece of clay and make it like unto a cherubim. That is beyond the power of human artists. Only the all Mighty God, the Creator of the universe Who has formed and created all creatures, can say to sinful faulty man, "Let Me take your life into my hands. I will mold you and reshape you and change you within and without. You will become like unto the very cherubim in beauty. A creature out of the fire with the face of a man, the wings of the angels, feet as the sturdy ox and hands like unto the sons of Adam."
CHAPTER 7
FACE OF A LION
Ezekiel 10:1 "Then I looked, and behold, in the firmament that was above the head of the cherubim there appeared over them as it were a sapphire stone, as the appearance of the likeness of a throne."
Verse 8 "And there appeared in the cherubim the form of a man's hand under their wings."
Verse 14 "And every one had four faces: the first face was the face of a cherub, and the second face was the face of a man, and the third the face of a lion, and the fourth the face of an eagle.
Verse 15 And the cherubim were lifted up. This is the living creature that I saw by the river of Chebar."
Deducing from the description of the cherubim in chapter ten apparently they are the same beings as the living creatures out of the fire that Ezekiel saw in his first vision by the river of Chebar as recorded in chapter one.
The cherubim Ezekiel saw in a later vision in chapter ten, and the flaming creatures out of the fire in chapter one, and the living creatures St. John saw in vision in the book of Revelation, apparently are describing one and the same heavenly beings. All of those beings are described so similarly that they are evidently visions of the heavenly state of glorified sons of God, of which glorified state Paul speaks of in Romans chapter 8 and verse 30. "Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified".
John clearly defines the Living Ones, or beings in His vision as creatures from among the redeemed sons of the race of Adam. These heavenly fire-born creatures are a manifestation of a redeemed man completely metamorphosed into the image of God. They are shown in various manifestations, doing various tasks and united and empowered by the same Spirit.
Throughout the life of a regenerated son of God on earth, the Holy Spirit is at work changing him within and without. Transforming his whole nature, mind, understanding, character and spirit. This is the labor of love that Christ does for his sons who are chosen, called, justified and predestinated to the adoption of sons.
Those celestial beings full of fire and life were foreknown, chosen and called before the foundation of the world; they were justified and sanctified by the blood of Jesus, and glorified by the glorious power that raised Christ from the dead.
God is continually working, in the lives of those who love Him and are called by Him. Every day of their life, through the myriad of daily happenings in life, both pleasant and unpleasant, God is constantly changing them from the sinful creatures they were into fire-creature filled with the fire of His love and holiness. Every day The Holy Spirit is transforming them into the image of God. Moreover, in Colossians chapter 1 and verses 14 and 15; Paul stated positively that Jesus is the true and full image of God. In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins: Who is the image of the invisible God. Likewise, the writer of the book of Hebrews reaffirms the same thing in the 1st chapter and verse 3 "Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person…"
BY HIS SPIRIT
Years ago in Argentina the Holy Spirit directed us to train the young new converts more deeply in the things concerning Christ and His redeeming work. When we began a formal training time God gave to me some very specific directions. Mainly, that we were not to try to change them into holy Christians by putting them under strong institutional rules and regulations.
Because, such imposed righteousness would only produce outward conformity accompanied by inside rebellion or a hypocritical exterior compliance valid only while under scrutiny, or a defined case of self-righteousness which is offensive to God. The Holy Spirit gave 2Corinthians 3:18 as a guide where Paul wrote, "But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord."
It was my responsibility through the anointing in the worship service to bring the presence and glory of the Lord into their midst. It was the responsibility of the worshipers to behold His glory with an open face. That means to stop hiding and pretending everything is alright, to bring everything out into light and take off the masks of their hearts behind which people hide. Then, the Holy Spirit would do His part and transform them little by little, from the inside out, into His image. That process would take time and I was not to expect immediate results but He would be faithful to His word.
In the following years God proved faithful to His word. True, in those totally undisciplined lives, it took time and patience, with many falls and mistakes along the way. Nevertheless, as they opened their faces and hearts in the presence of the Lord their rebellions would melt away and their repentance, faith and determinations would be renewed before God. It was impossible to see much immediate change in a life, but after about six months real changes in their faith, deportment and attitudes would become visible and tangible.
ELENA (HELEN)
There was a young lass about sixteen years of age. Her father was a drunkard and Helen did not known him. Her mother had other children, each by a different father. Truly Helen had been reared in a home of iniquity. The place in which she lived in pitiful poverty and debauchery, was a small adobe hut. Helen, in the mercies of God was converted and filled with the Holy spirit and radiant with her new found joy. However, she was immediately thrown out of her hut onto the street because she had become a Christian and was a serious irritant to her family's way of life. So the poor child landed out on the street with nowhere to go. As we could find no other remedy she ended up in our own home. Where else?
What an ungodly visitor we found in our orderly house. Filthy of tongue, (she knew no other vocabulary) an incorrigible thief, a veteran liar, unclean in her thinking and unclean in her person and over it all a vile explosive temper. More than once we said, this is it, we have had it. Out she goes. She will defile our own children.
Helen was converted at the time of the beginning of the revival in Argentina. We had meetings in our home every night of the week and Helen would come in to the meeting grumpy and sit there openly manifesting her rebellion and anger. However, after about half an hour or more into the meeting, tears would run down her cheek there would come the breaking of God in her heart. She would repent and come to my wife to ask for pardon making things right. I would say to myself, Oh dear we have to go another day supporting her. Because I had said to the Lord, I will let her stay with us as long as You continue to work with her but the day you leave her, I too will leave her and out she goes.
The Lord took me at my word and He faithfully continued to deal daily with her and renewing her faith and hope every night, therefore, we had to continue working with her every day. What a difference between day and night. Days were horrible, nights were heavenly.
However, after about six months, we could see that the daily horror was not quite as horrible, and the evening vespers never ceased to reach into her tender heart. After about a year Helen was tolerably pleasant to live with and only a brief lapse into her former self showed now and then.
Then, one day her mother decided she wanted her daughter back. She came to get her but Helen refused to go back to her former life. The mother would walk up and down the street in front of our house screaming and cursing us at the top of her lungs. The mother went to the police and we had to go to court and ironically had to fight to keep her. However, after Helen gave her testimony to the judge, and said, "I don't want to go back to that life of filth and sin I used to live in". The judge took her side against her mother and ordered the mother to leave her alone and left Helen free to stay yet longer with us.
In brief, the end of the story was that she married a fine young Christian, and established a lovely Christian home. Later a local church was started in her home and she with her husband were overseeing it. Helen, the incorrigible waif, had been changed by the Spirit of God into a servant of the Lord.
FIERY LIONS
The cherubim and the fire-creatures Ezekiel saw are examples of what is meant by being changed into His image. Not only did they have the face of a man, mentioned in the former chapter, but also the face of a lion. Thus God showed to Ezekiel that the lion-king nature and character is a part of the very nature and character the fire-creatures will manifest in their final transformation.
The late Stanley Frodsham, prophet and editor of an evangelistic monthly for many years, was by nature a very meek man, slight of build and gentle of manner. He loved to teach truths from the book of Psalms. He was ever kind and as docile as a lamb, that is until the prophetic anointing came upon him. Then he was transformed into a fierce lion intent on the defense, or deliverance of his brethren. One did not stand in his way while he was under the power and authority of the Holy Spirit flowing through him. Oh, how he would change and changed immediately. He was in every aspect like a lion.
It was as if he had the face of a lion with his wings outstretched gathering in power from the Holy Spirit and his hands empowered with grace. He would charge in with amazing energy for his slight frame and pray with kingly authority in obedience to the Spirit flowing through his being.
In the book of Revelation chapter 5 and verses 5 and 6 it states, "One of the elders saith unto me, Weep not: behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, hath prevailed to open the book, and to loose the seven seals thereof. And I beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the throne and of the four beasts, and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as it had been slain;"
Jesus was called the Lion of the tribe of Judah by one of the elders, but when John turned to see that Lion, to his surprise, he saw not a lion but a Lamb as it had been slain. Both natures, the gentle lamb and the imperial lion, dwelt together in Jesus.
According to Peter's statement in His 1st epistle chapter 5e and verse 8, the devil goes about acting like a lion, as if he were the king of beasts, faking with his menacing roar, pretending to be kingly amongst the sons of men, nonetheless, as much as the devil tries to act like a lion he is not, nor ever was a lion. However, Peter did not say that the devil is a lion but said that, "The devil goes about as a roaring lion seeking whom he may devour."
There is only one Man-lion in the kingdom of God and He is the Lion of the tribe of Judah. He is the one that prevailed. The strong, mighty, and powerful One having the King-Lion nature within Him and none can resist nor overcome his might; He is the lamb of God with the lion nature, terrible to His enemies, most gracious to his subjects, and His name is Jesus.
Jesus, the Lamb of God, is the Lion-king and the Spirit of God transforms His sons into that nature and image. They shall be changed into that kingly lion nature by the workings of the Holy Spirit. They will have that fearlessness of the lion. Fearless in their faith even in the time of danger when others yield to their fears. They will walk in conquering confidence in the power and the name of Christ into the face of their enemies. They will not hesitate to attack the enemy and defend their faith unto death and know not the word retreat.
They will be made like young David who ran to encounter Goliath with supernatural courage. Lions attack, they do not cringe, and slink away. They attack all tense and ready for their lethal spring. Lion are not killed with a shot through the back for they never run away from their enemies because they know that they are stronger and greater than them all.
The deer, the gazelle and the hart are all fearful creatures and flee away at the slightest hint of danger, however none of the cherubim had faces of the deer or the hart. Such endearing creatures are lovely examples of God's handiwork but they have not the natures of creatures into which God has chosen to transform His servants.
They will have the fearlessness of faith with the courage of the lion even in the face of the enemy. All enemies, be they inhabitants of this world or dwellers of the world of darkness. In the history of the church there were men so transformed in their faith and courage that not even the tortures of martyrdom could change their stand or turn their face. They could have escaped if they had been willing to turn back their face but such weakness was no longer in their natures.
LIONS GO FORWARD
A certain minister tells of going to a new town to open a new church. He intended to begin in a Christian friends home but he first went to visit a couple of aged women pastors, who had been in that town for eighteen years. He desired to advise them of his intentions and invite them to join in the attempt. However he found them very negative in their faith regarding anything positive that could ever be accomplished in their town.
Every intention mentioned to them they considered hopeless for one reason or another. After about a half an hour of that negativism that minister began to feel a deep anger arise within him. The more they talked, the more the anger arose until their fears and doubts persuade that minister not to hold a small house meeting, instead he decided to hold a town wide evangelistic crusade.
He said to them, please tell me what is the biggest place in town. They answered, "The local theater but it cannot be acquired". Therefore, to the theater he directly went. God gave favor with the manager and the theater was procured. God gave the victory and did wonderful signs and wonders in that town. Today there is a fine church there.
Sometimes people think only of the kind, gracious and merciful words and actions of Jesus forgetting how he arose in anger and whipped the thieves out of the temple. The rulers of that temple and city dared not go against him. Later, in fear and chagrin they asked Him how and by what power He cast all those business men out of the temple. Many Christians do not realize that strength and anger are a part of love. The rebuke of a friend is more an act of love that the adulation of an enemy.
The lion nature was definitely a part of the spirit of Jesus even in His pilgrimage on earth. More than once he faced or even attacked his enemies and never ran from them. As the Spirit of God transforms His servants into His image that same lion nature will become a part of their nature also.
There is a lion-like nature in every mother's heart. Let some beast or some beast-hearted person attack her baby and see her arise in lion like fury and strength and attack unto the death if necessary.
That celestial lion nature will be a part of those He is transforming into the lion-faced cherubs. Fearlessness and that zeal to attack in fierce love and in holy anger that runs into battle and fears not the consequences. They will have that lion like fiery intensity, of Gideon, Samson, or David. Men seek out lion-hearted men for their leaders. One such outstanding example in history is the English ruler whom they called King Richard the Lion Hearted.
The prophet Joel writes in chapter 3 and verse 10: "Beat your plowshares into swords and your pruning-hooks into spears: let the weak say, I am strong." A courageous servant of God will not vaunt his weakness in the face of the enemy or in the front of battle. When God's servant stands before God he may recognize his weakness, but before the enemy He says with Saint Paul, "When I am weak, then I am strong." 2Corinthians 12:10.
When the lion is wounded he is the more dangerous than at any other time. He is ready to fight unto death and will turn the hunter into the hunted and seek to destroy his enemy with all his reserves of strength. He shows not the cowards face or the quitter's spirit. The sharp claws of the living word, and the fangs of faith bared by the Lion nature within, are exceeding dangerous to any enemy.
The lion spirit is the spirit of the overcomer. The message of Christ to each of the seven churches in Asia was to overcome; and to the overcomer went the rewards. To overcome was the only criteria necessary to obtain the reward.
George Fox, the founder of the Quaker church and a man with apostolic giftings, told how time after time his infuriated enemies would come at him and try to kill him. Then, the power of God would come upon him and when he began to preach the very sound of his voice paralyzed them. They were only finally able to capture him and torture him by coming up behind him and beating their drums and blowing their trumpets so loud that they could not hear his voice. They said if we can keep out of the sight of his eyes and cannot hear his voice, we can thrash him. They knew if they once heard his voice they would be penetrated by the very sound of it and they would drop disabled on the ground. They could not overcome that power that was in him.
Faith to walk in the nature of the lion in times of necessity is an essential prerequisite for the overcomer. He must say to himself, in time of stress, "That is enough I will rise up in holy anger against the weakness or sickness or hindering spirit forces that have assailed me. It is established in the very mind and nature of a lion that he intends to win every encounter he enters.
The lion is a lion by nature endowed with powerful weapons that can bring it into victory after victory. However, it is not wisdom for the dear or antelope to try to act like a lion when the leopard or bear appear in its path. If the Spirit of God, as a lion, does not rise up within the soul, then it is wiser to turn aside until another time.
The face of a lion in a cherub, that wonderful being that represent a fully developed redeemed son of God. The perfected servants of God, the transformed fire creatures that are wondrous and glorious to behold and have the full nature of Jesus worked into their whole beings, are glorified cherubic lion-kings.
CHAPTER 8
FACE OF THE OX
Ezekiel 1:10 "As for the likeness of their faces, they four had the face of a man, and the face of a lion, on the right side: and they four had the face of an ox on the left side; they four also had the face of an eagle."
Ezekiel's vision of the servant perfected is a graphic manifestation of the redeemed and glorified son's of God. They were shown to the young prophet as strange but glorious creatures each of which had a different face. One of these faces was the face of an ox, which represents the ox nature. The ox face demonstrates that within this fire-born creature there dwelt the servant nature of the ox. It possessed the uncomplaining spirit of a patient obedient servant and burden bearer.
The face of the ox in the fire-creatures is confirmed in the prophetic vision given to St. John that he recorded in the book of Revelation. In the fourth chapter John reports that he saw four living Creatures with the same four faces. The first face had the appearance of a lion, the second face was like a calf, the third had the face of a man, and the fourth face was like unto a flying eagle.
In a later vision that God gave to Ezekiel, he saw these same strange beings and they were called cherubim. Cherubim were also the likenesses that was manifested throughout the tabernacle of Moses. cherubims were resting on the ark with the wings outstretched, and cherubims were embroidered on the inside curtains and ceiling of the Tabernacle. The cherubim had the same four faces as Ezekiel saw on the creatures that came out of the fires.
Ezekiel 10:14 And every one had four faces: the first face was the face of a cherub, and the second face was the face of a man, and the third the face of a lion, and the fourth the face of an eagle.
Certainly such strange looking creatures have never been seen on earth. It is almost incredible to realize, that those fire-born beings are portrayals of the sons of God from Adam's race who have been redeemed, justified transformed and glorified. It is a mystery beyond the power of the imagination to grasp.
Paul writes of this mystery and quotes from the old testament in his first letter to the Corinthian church. In the 2nd chapter and the 9th verse he writes, "But as it is written, Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God has prepared for them that love him."
When the children of God graduate to the golden shores above, they will discover that the portraits of the fire creatures in the vision shown to Ezekiel was only a shadowy representation of the incomprehensible reality of these celestial creatures.
It is not unheard of for a young man to become infatuated with a picture of a young lady, then seek to find the original subject of the picture. When he finds the young lady whose portrait so fascinated him, he finds something transcendently superior than the likeness of her that he saw in the picture. The vision of the Living Ones shown to Ezekiel are only representative pictures, because the human mind is incapable to comprehend the transcendental reality of the glorified sons of God!
Each one of these animal-faces represent a choice animal of its species. The lion is called the king of the beasts because of it's strength, fury, fighting power and regal bearing. The face of the powerful ox, shows that, along with the lion nature, there dwells an ox nature peaceful and so valuable.
The big plodding ox, so useful and so desirable, the burden bearer, the tiller of the worlds grain fields. It is the main factor in producing sustenance that feeds a large portion of humanity. The ox is not as magnificent as the lion, but as powerful and ever so important and useful.
NOT EGLON
In the story of Joshua's leadership of Israel into the promised land found in Joshua chapter five, there is the account of the five evil kings that made war against Israel. Those five kings would not surrender and submit themselves to the will of God but raised up in rebellion and sought to destroy the Israelites and made war upon them.
The name of one of those kings was 'Debir' who ruled in a city called 'Eglon'. The word 'Debir' in Hebrew means 'a speaker', and the word 'Eglon' in the Hebrew language, means, 'a young bullock running in circles and kicking up its heels'. The face of an ox that Ezekiel saw on the fire-creature was not that of a young calf but the face of a mature ox. A playful calf is an animal that has never yet been domesticated, never borne the yoke, never become a servant to his owner and never done any useful work. The city of 'Eglon' would not submit themselves to God as an obedient ox, but like a willful calf enjoying its freedom they rebelled against the yoke of submission unto the will of Jehovah,
The mature ox does not run around and have a good time. The frolicking bullock calf is a picture of people who never do anything very useful. They make no sacrifices and escape any hard useful labor, They are ruled by demagogic speakers whose life is talk rather than labor. Such ones can tell everybody else how to do all the right things but themselves never lift the yoke. They are office chair generals, fishing boat Admirals, Pentagon chiefs that always remain far from the fields of battle.
THE SERVANT KING
The perfected servant nature represented by the ox, a creature humble, meek, docile and ready for any service, is joined with the face representing the lion nature that can fight a good fight and not give up, the nature of an overcoming conqueror. The fierce nature of the lion combined with the submissive patient nature of the ox provides a natural balance within the total nature of the cherubim.
The ox is a creature vitally useful. Its major use was for field labor because of its immense strength and placid nature. However, it was also the animal used in the sacrifices and worship of Jehovah. In life or in sacrificial death the ox gave itself in total submission.
The ox is a picture of Jesus, sometimes He prevailed as a roaring lion in unstoppable fury, yet at other times He lived the meek and lowly Carpenter. He lived in total submission to the father's will even to the sacrifice of His body on the cross. On one side He would fight through to total victory without giving an inch to the enemy. He would not fight an inch against His Father's will even though that meant crucifixion.
Paul speaks of that ox nature in his appeal to the Roman Christians in his letter to them. Romans 12:1 "I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service."
He asks not for just their hands, or their tongues but their whole body to become a living sacrifice. There is the call for the development of the ox nature, ready to serve or ready to die.
The ox, lived a life of a living sacrifice, ever ready to serve God in life or in death. Living unto to God through man, or to God directly in praise and worship.
SERVICE TO GOD
Service only to man is humanitarianism. When a church becomes humanitarian it will in time have only a social gospel. That great spiritual move of God under the leadership of William Booth, who founded the Salvation Army, ultimately became so deeply involved in service to mankind that they neglected both worship and praise in their sanctuary. The ox will serve its owner first before being sent to help till the neighbor's fields.
Various times in the history of the church, God has sent forth His reviving Spirit and brought forth a new movement of grace out of which a new church was born. But in time many of those heaven born movements became fully involved in the works of a social gospel, and man became their first love.
It is true that the church, as the all serving ox, is to bless any or all but that does not supplant service and obedience to God first and preeminently. The more the spirit of revival is present in the church the more blessing from God will be imparted unto men.
There are some people that are so fearful of making an idol of man that they will not serve man at all. They try to serve God exclusively in a cell like a monk. Such people are really quite useless, and unbalanced in their understanding of the ways of God. It takes the ox nature of servitude to balance the lion-king nature that wants to rule. Without that balance of natures will become very extreme.
While on furlough, after many years in the land of Argentina, I was amazed to discover in some churches that they had to pay for every bit of service that was done in the church. The nursery workers, the singers, Sunday school teachers, musicians and janitors, every service in that church had their monthly stipend. I wondered whether they were serving God or mammon. True, the word of God declares that ox is worthy of its hire and it is not wrong to pay for services rendered, notwithstanding, I found in some places such a selfish miserly attitude regarding services performed that it seemed offensive.
BORN TO SERVE AND BORN TO DIE
Judges 6:25 "And it came to pass the same night, that the LORD said unto Gideon, Take your father's young bullock, even the second bullock of seven years old, and throw down the altar of Baal that your father has, and cut down the grove that is by it:
Verse 26 And build an altar unto the LORD your God upon the top of this rock, in the ordered place, and take the second bullock, and offer a burnt sacrifice with the wood of the grove which you shall cut down."
Gideon was to take His Father's second young ox of seven years old. In seven years it had grown to full strength, Then he was to use it to help clean out idol altars in his yard. When that was finished he was to take the ox and sacrifice it upon the altar as a burnt offering. That ox was a type of Jesus the Father's Son, the second Person of the Trinity.
Jesus gave an example to his disciples when He took a towel and girded himself and washed their feet thus fulfilling the office of the lowest slave of the household. Jesus, as 'His Father's second bullock of seven years' of age, served man on many occasions, yet, in His life, service to man never supplanted His love and service to His adored Father. After serving men He was then taken to the cross as a sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Jesus was born to serve and die.
There was a missionary in India whose name was Amy Carmichael. She did a most fruitful work in India, especially in rescuing young children from the obnoxious and filthy services required of them in the Hindu temples. She formed a select group of women to help in her children's home. She had a unique name for them and only those who measured up to the requirements were allowed to be part of it. It was called "The Order of the Towel".
It was considered amongst them to be a very high honor to belong to this order. That name meant that at anytime, anyplace, anywhere, no task being too menial, and on their own volition they would find ways to serve. Just to be able to bless and be a blessing was all they asked for and all the pay they wanted. They were happy to make someone else happy. In that way they fulfilled their services unto Christ. This was their way of saying thank you to God for His unspeakable gift of love and grace unto them. It was their way of expressing their love to God.
That is the spirit of the ox. Whoever heard of paying an ox a salary. Yes, The Bible does say not to muzzle the ox when it is working in the grain, however, the ox is fed and cared for and the owner is wise enough to see to it that the ox does not starve to death. But the ox is not paid a salary, or insists on collecting minimum wages.
The ox does not expect anything more from life than to live to serve. It is content to be strong, able to work, be fed and fulfill its life. It neither whines nor complains, mopes with self-pity nor harbors the fury of resentment. That ox nature, that servant nature, that sacrificial spirit is a spirit that does not count the cost. It does not ask why should it has to suffer or whine through adversities.
Jesus, although He was a king, was always serving men in His ministry. The Apostle Matthew, in the book He wrote, emphasizes the kingship and kingdom of Jesus. The writer of the Gospel of Mark shows Jesus as the Royal Servant. Mark accentuated the nature of the Ox in the life of the King of the Kingdom. Many times Jesus graciously granted the request for service what someone asked of Him. He was ever willing to bless from the smallest baby to the aged and infirm.
If Jesus were to visibly come to a church everyone present would try and find out something they could do for Him. If He sat down in the fellowship hall, He would almost get smothered with the attention and services offered. Yet, it is forgotten that He is present in the fellowship as His spirit dwells in the bodies of the saints. The disciples did not recognize Jesus when He came in a different body on the road to Emmaus.
If Christians realized that He was abiding and listening in the body of one to whom they were complaining or criticizing, many things that were said would have never been spoken. Christ is in my brother, Christ is in my sister. As I serve them I am also serving the Christ.
JESUS PRESENT IN THE BRETHREN
One of the most beautiful dances I ever witnessed was in a little church up in the cascade foothills of eastern Oregon. There was a precious manifestation of the presence of the Holy Spirit that morning. Suddenly and without any visible direction given, other than the anointing upon her, one of the young women began to quietly dance before the Lord.
In a few minutes the anointing of the Holy spirit came upon the organist and he began to play the almost heavenly melodies and harmonies that seemed to carry the congregation into the very awesome holiness of God. The very word HOLY seemed to echo from every chord and harmony that came from the organ. No song was sung, no words were vocalized. While the organ was playing the music of holiness the dancer was obviously portraying worship.
Caught up in the anointing of the Holy Spirit, she went to dance her dance of worship before one of the people sitting there. After a while she went to another and worshiped, then another and another. While observing her I realized what God was doing. She picked out the lowliest, poorest, or youngest members in the congregation and worshiped the Christ in them. The Holy Spirit in her was honoring that Christ in them, and showing us that as we honor and serve one another, we honor and serve Christ when it is done unto the Lord in the right spirit.
THE OX IS AN OX
The ox labors uncomplainingly because it is an ox, with the ox nature in all of its cells. It has not the slightest idea of doing or being anything else. Its inner satisfaction comes as it patiently plods through its daily obligations. To be made in image of Christ is to be made into the image of the ox.
That was the nature Jesus manifested, He said I came not to be ministered unto but to minister. That is the spirit of Christ. When the spirit of the real Christ abides within he will act like the real Christ acted. In miniature yes, in developmental stages, doubtless, but that Christ-ox nature will begin to show itself, first the blade, then the ear, then the full corn in the ear.
There is that other aspect of the ox nature that goes far deeper than a good day's work. In the time of the great Passover festival it was the ox that was often selected for sacrifice because of its high value and size. What an incredible way to end the life of a faithful servant, how cruel and ungrateful it seems. Nevertheless, history reports the great multitude of martyrs that have been offered up on the burning altars of sacrifice after a faithful life of service.
Sacrifice, the ox was equally valid for either service or sacrifice. So many Christians refuse to allow the development of the nature, and characteristics of the ox within their beings. The nature of man is fully acceptable, the nature of the lion is even desirable, but the nature of the plain plodding ox-servant seems to be despicable, shameful and in all ways to be avoided.
In the Arabian world it is considered a compliment to tell a woman that she had eyes like a cow's eyes. I fear that would not be an acceptable complement among the young ladies of the western world today. Nevertheless, God would be pleased if those ox eyes were developed in His servants. Eyes that could see the multiform needs in the sufferings world around them, people that could well use the patient strength of the ox.
Some people are specialist in ignoring needful duties and letting them go for someone else to do. They have not the ox eyes and do not see anything that needs to be done. Then, there are those with the eyes of the ox, that you can always count on if there is a task to be done. Those with the ox nature are going to do their best to see to it that the task is done and done right.
God’s servants will be heavenly spirited but also practical minded. Earth is our present dwelling place and it is here that true spirituality will be developed. Here is the place the good ox must do its plodding and here on earth is the place where the altars will be built. Here the hands fulfill what the hearts have experienced.
Paul writes in Philippians 2:17 "Yea, and if I be offered upon the sacrifice and service of your faith, I joy, and rejoice with you all." The ox nature within him was so fully formed that he said "It is my joy." Look at the two words joined together, service and sacrifice. Service and sacrifice for the advancement of your faith. That, he said, is my joy.
It has been said that a religion without sacrifice is an empty religion and not worth possessing. Men are willing to give their life for a cause they consider worthy without receiving any reward for that sacrifice and have only the hope that their cause will be advanced.
Paul did not look for reward. For Him it was enough to find his reward in that the newly formed church in Philippi would prosper in their faith, even through the sacrifice of his own life and strength was on the altar.
Dorcas, that insignificant seamstress, gave so sacrificially of herself that when she died the whole church was thrown into deep mourning. Such deep mourning that God in mercy answered the prayers of Peter, raised her from the dead and gave her back to them. All she did was work with a needle, but in such a way and with such a spirit that everybody loved her deeply. There was that Christ spirit of the ox that lead her into sacrificial service.
CHAPTER 9
FACE OF THE EAGLE
Ezekiel 1:10 "As for the likeness of their faces, they four had the face of a man, and the face of a lion, on the right side: and they four had the face of an ox on the left side; they four also had the face of an eagle."
Ezekiel 10:14 "And every one had four faces: the first face was the face of a cherub, and the second face was the face of a man, and the third the face of a lion, and the fourth the face of an eagle."
Revelation 4:7 "And the first beast was like a lion, and the second beast like a calf, and the third beast had a face as a man, and the fourth beast was like a flying eagle."
Ezekiel continues to describe the faces of the cherubim, those incredibly mysterious creatures; who show the appearance of what will be the transformed and glorified sons of God of the race of Adam. They are shown to Ezekiel as a prototype to exemplify what will be the spiritual appearance of the servants of God when He has finished perfecting them.
God in our world speaks to us through symbols, illustrations and parables. The cherubim were shown to Ezekiel in a manner of likenesses and symbolic features. When God's children arrive at their heavenly home, they will see the cherubim, whether in the same appearance or in the reality of what those symbolic forms and shapes represent. They were shown to the prophet in this way to teach him spiritual realities.
THE NATURE OF EAGLES
Isaiah 40:31 "They that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength. They shall mount up with wings as eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint."
The face, the nature, of eagles was an integral part of the natures of the cherubim, along side, and joined to the man, lion and ox natures. Isaiah called attention to the heavenly ambient that eagles seek and love. They shall mount up with wings the prophet foretold of those perfected servants. Eagles are exceedingly high soaring creatures. Perhaps the highest of all other animals of flight.
Eagles are masters of the air and soar high above earthly circumstances and environment. They do not become involved with the myriad of happenings that continually take place below them. They may see the things occurring below them but with regal disinterest. They remain utterly aloof save only concerning the things that particularly pertain to them individually.
They that wait on the Lord shall mount up. The Hebrew meaning of the word wait is to be totally entwined together with God. It is a word taken from the way a rope manufacture with its individual strands all twined together to become a strong unbreakable cord.
They shall mount up with wings as the eagles, not as happy fluttering larks that also fly high in the air singing their evening melody, but then, they soon come down again when their song is over.
As a servant with the ox nature the cherubim can walk in the dreariest paths of earth patiently and without complaint. As a lion it can overcome all his enemies and live without fear of its fellow creatures. However, as a flying eagle he can mount up high in the heavenlies and have holy discourse with God far above all the daily inconveniences and disturbances that may be happening below.
The eagle has the secret of flight and the natural urge of its very nature to seek the highest ranges of the air. The high clouds call to it to rise and join them. The sun in its majesty challenges it to rise and join it and keep it company on its long daily journey. The heavens are more to its liking that any of the delights of earth. Were it not for the shackles of its hungers and earthly mortality it would not return to earth again.
The eagle is in a certain struggle within itself, its life is a daily contrast of the high and the low. It must come down to seek its daily food, and to find some place of rest when the night lowers around it. There are times its offspring call it back to its earthly duties, but over and over again, when it can free itself from the demands of earth, it soars high into the heavenly atmospheres away from, and above all the cares of earth.
The eagle does not despise the earthly and mundane things of earth, but faithfully fulfills its earthly duties, but in spite of its earthiness, it is still known as a bird of the skies. It is master of the winds, the king of birds and the lover of the heights. It screams from the skies proclaiming its triumphant boast of freedom. The face of the eagle declares that the fire creatures are not merely descendants of Adam. They are men radically changed by the fires that birthed them and liberated them from their earthly nature. They are now creatures of the heavenlies.
They shall mount up with wings, that is they can take power from the spirit of God and mount up into the heavenly presence of God and soar in realm of celestial adoration of the King. They have risen above the hurting range of earthly trials and persecution. With their great wings they do not even have to work laboriously to rise above earth's din, they just feel the thermals of God's Spirit and ride them upwards carried with the ever ascending spirit of worship and praise.
It is said that the worshipers of Shiva, the Hindu deity, can throw a rope up in the air and then climb it, but they are not going to get very high that way; and their stay at the top is short lived indeed. But those that wait upon the Lord shall mount up far into the rare air of God's presence as the great soaring eagles.
When one looks down from the heights the whole perspective of life and earth changes A city block looks about the size of a postal stamp. Then, when their sky-chariot soars still higher, the whole town appears about the size of a post card. When the airliner ascends to thirty-five or forty thousand feet, even the town fades from sight unless it is night and lights are on. The things below on earth appear so small, so inconsequential and so insignificant. The town has not changed, and all the problems in it have not changed at all, but one's perspective has magically metamorphosed things below into irrelevancy. Monstrous unsolvable problems shrivel into small stumbling stones easy to step over, or walk around, too small to overwhelm and too unimportant to worry over.
When life's difficulties become immense barriers locking life into a dead end canyon, then is the time to mount up like wings into the celestial sphere and see things in their right perspective. From on high it will be apparent that it was not a canyon at all, only a small rut made by a child's wagon in the dust. A canyon yes to the small ant struggling in it but really only a bare groove cut in the dry clay. It takes the eagle nature to obtain the correct heavenly evaluation of things, otherwise things are evaluated by the measure of earthly values.
Isaiah tells of such a time when his patron king died and he was faced with ruin. In the sixth chapter of his book he writes of what he saw and heard when he took his wings and mounted up into the heavenlies. He tells of how his perspective was utterly changed, his worries ended and peace flooded his soul. He saw the king high and lifted up on the throne of the Universe tranquilly seated, unhurried, unworried, the King ruled in absolute serenity.
Isaiah 6:1 "In the year that king Uzziah died I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and his train filled the temple."
The ox is a tiller of the soil, a treader out of the grain, and a bearer of burdens but seldom does an ox look upward. Resigned to his lot and patient in tribulation the ox fulfills the labor of the day without ever thinking of looking into the skies and has no desire to soar with the eagles. Its eyes look earthward and it nose points downward, incapable of gazing heavenward. Its very purpose in existing is to be a helper, a burden bearer to its owner. The ox has neither craving nor desire for things above and beyond its capabilities and has no jealousy or envy of things higher than itself. It passes its days giving freely of its strength to bless and help the frailties of men with its enormous strength.
The nature of the eagle craves to break the bonds of earth and soar up above to see things as heaven sees them. When seen from that perspective everything appears different. From that height, patterns and purposes come plainly into sight, and all things form a panorama of beauty and order. From that sky-view it is seen that there is no need to rush back down to earth and take care of trivia and details for the earth declares to the sky and the sky calls back to earth that all is well to the glory of God.
The eagle is richly endowed with the equipment it needs to accompany its very nature. Whenever it desires to spring off the rocky crag into the free skies it has no need to ask anyone for help. It is free to visit the heavens any time it desires and just as free to return to earth. Surely the eagle will return to earth for it is not only made a spiritual being, but is also still a creature of earth and has earthly needs. They must return to eat, to build their nests, raise their young and rest through the dark night. But even so, when the sun begins to rise in the eastern skies it calls to the eagle once more.
The eagle typifies the book of John, because the eagle was definitely strong in John's nature. He, above all the other gospel writers, soared into the heavenlies and shared with us the things that He heard and saw there. Mark, the author of his gospel, told of the ox nature of Jesus and portrayed Him as the suffering servant. However, it was neither Mark nor Luke to whom it was said, "Come up hither and I will show you things." John's nature immediately responded to the call and soared into the heavenlies.
Revelation 4:1-2 "After this I looked, and behold, a door was opened in heaven: and the first voice which I heard was as it were of a trumpet talking with me; which said, Come up hither, and I will shew thee things which must be hereafter. And immediately I was in the spirit: and, behold, a throne was set in heaven, and one sat on the throne".
John's eagle nature was well developed. He could soar into the heavenlies at any time he heard the call from above. His writings share things seen from the divine viewpoint. His book recording the gospel story, begins from an immensely high vantage-point, a view reaching from before the very beginning of time and in his vision he sees onward and beyond the end of time.
John 1:1 "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God."
Revelation 10:5-6 "And the angel which I saw stand upon the sea and upon the earth lifted up his hand to heaven, And swore by Him that lives for ever and ever, who created heaven, and the things that are therein, and the earth, and the things that are therein, and the sea, and the things which are therein, that there should be time no longer."
EAGLE-EYED MEN
Eagles have exceedingly keen eyesight, even telescopic vision so that from high in the sky they can see a mouse running on the ground. They can see things as they really are, because they can see in panoramic vision from a high perspective and therefore they see all things rightly related to all else around it. They can see things in a large scale as they are in reality and not from some small biased viewpoint.
From the ground level viewpoint human vision is limited and distorted thus often misleading and even deceiving the beholder. From the heights on a clear day the eagle eye can see a great distance even over a hundred miles. Thereby seeing beyond the limits of today even into the prophetic future knowing that today will quickly pass. From the heights the eagle eye see the patterns laid out below as God, the great Tender of the fields of earth, works out His eternal plan.
The eagle eye sees beyond chance and happenstance, instead, it sees controlled forces working in harmonic rhythm and carefully devised plans operating under the guidance of infinite Wisdom. The Divine Designer has not thrown things together with haphazard carelessness and with no concern for all other things thereby affected. Beginnings and endings, purposes and influences, designs and effects, are all melded together in perfect harmony to produce the stupendously glorious plan of the Divine Planner, the Creator of all things.
The eagle eye of David looked and saw the beginning of his very own being that began before conception in his mother's womb. For hundreds of years the Creator was gathering together genes of certain traits and characteristics according to the great book of beginnings of life. In the wonder of the vision he wrote about it in Psalm 139 verses 14 to 16. "I will praise You; for I am fearfully and wonderfully made: marvelous are Your works; and that my soul knows right well. My substance was not hid from You when I was made in secret, and curiously wrought in the lowest parts of the earth. Your eyes did see my substance, yet being imperfect; and in Your book all my members were written, which in continuance were fashioned, when as yet there was none of them."
FACE OF EAGLES, NOT OWLS
The eagle is a bird of the day not a night bird like the owl. The eagle has a very special covering over the upper half of its eye a small fine membrane so that it will not become blinded by the sun. Therefore they can go up in the rarefied air where the sun's rays are brightest yet they are not blinded by it. If some other bird, not having the eagle's eyes were to climb up to those heights they would become light-blind, confused, bewildered, and forced to come down with only a confused and garbled memory of things which they saw.
Sometimes a person without the eagle's eyes will attempt to climb high into the skies and only find weird visions of alien things. They may talk much about heavenly things but in reality are deceived by their own confused vision. Their eyes have been light-blinded and therefore impaired from that time on.
BIRDS OF PRAY AND COURAGE
Eagles are birds of prey as well as symbols of strength, endurance and courage. They even carry on their battles in the air as they make war in the heavenlies.
They are birds of majesty even when imprisoned in a zoo they sit on their miserable stump of a false tree, regal imperious and impervious to the small things taking place around their cage.
Eagles are not chatterers like the sparrows or gossipers like the mocking bird. The eagle's voice is a clarion cry of a conqueror, a fearless master of its element and the sound of doom to its prey.
The eagle, although a bird of the skies, is at the same time well endowed with weapons, sharp and terrible. Its terrible weapons are one reason it flies fearless amongst the other creatures with which it lives. It is well aware of its weapons and knows how and where to use them, therefore fearlessness is a strong factor in its fierce conquering nature.
Three times in scripture it is written, "swifter than the eagle." It was considered a fast flying bird. The ox, to the contrary is slow and patient, tranquilly chewing its cud and meditating. But the eagle, seeking it prey and providing for its young is sure and swift to attack and certain of its success.
The cherubim, the fire creatures that Ezekiel saw had the face of a man, an ox, a lion and the eagle. However, they did not have the face of a wolf, or a pig, or even, as Jesus said of king Herod, the fox. The gods of the Egyptians had the face of a jackal, or a frog, or a snake, or the young calf thereby showing their concept of the natures of the creatures-gods that they worshiped.
Out of the fire proceeded these creatures having the nature, the face, of eagles. God would make His servants as eagles. Endowing them with wings to mount up into the majestic presence of the King of heaven.
CHAPTER 10
WINGS STRETCHED UPWARDS
Ezekiel 1:11 "Thus were their faces: and their wings were stretched upward; two wings of every one were joined one to another, and two covered their bodies."
Wings signify the ability or the gift to take power from the spirit and use it to energize their operation. It is symbolic of that power, which we call the anointing, for using the gifts of God. The wings of these cherubim were stretched upward reaching up toward the throne of God.
That upward reach is symbolic of worship recognizing that all things are by Him and for Him, as written by the apostle Paul in the book of Romans chapter 11 and verse 36: "For of him, and through him, and to him, are all things: to whom be glory for ever." The purpose in using the power from their wings was for God, His will and His glory; therefore their wings were stretched upwards towards Him.
Using His power to do His will and to accomplish His purposes will always bring Him the glory. Their upward reach implies that such was their purpose and motive. Furthermore as their wings were joined together in this effort it signified the necessity of faith and prayer being perfectly and fully joined and working together. This indicates that the high desire of these fire-creatures was to fulfill the will of God to be able to bring glory unto Him. The very word stretching implies that there was an intensity of purpose in their effort.
They clearly manifested to Ezekiel that the primary purpose of obtaining the power of God by their wings was not to be for earthy reasons. As much as that power may bring multitudinous blessings to many people on earth, nevertheless, blessings are not the first or highest reason to receive power and to use it performing the gifts of the Holy Spirit. As wonderful and as needed as they are and as precious as they are to the one receiving that gift of power, blessing is not the final intention of God for bestowing that blessing.
When Jesus healed the man born blind He said that the reason for that wondrous miracle of divine power was that the mighty miracle power of God might be manifested in him. And at another time Jesus said if they could not believe in Him to believe in the marvelous works of divine power that He exhibited.
John 9:3 "Jesus answered, Neither has this man sinned, nor his parents: but that the works of God should be made manifest in him.
John 10:38 "Though ye believe not me, believe the works: that ye may know, and believe, that the Father is in me, and I in him".
That which is true for Jesus, and which was true for the fire-creatures Ezekiel saw is also true for all servants of God whom God brings into perfection. Always God himself, is the end and the reason for all manifestations of His gracious and merciful power. Whatever the form or manner or type of manifestation, be it through the various gifts of the Spirit or the miraculous answers to prayer, or the empowered lips to speak words of fire, or the flaming words that strike like a sword, it is always for the purpose of revealing God to us and producing yet more reason to praise and glorify Him. The manifestation of power in itself is neither the final reason nor the will of the perfected servant who uses that power.
EVER UPWARDS
Their wings stretched upwards, reaching, stretching to reach unto God Himself as well as to bring Him glory. There is no ministry greater than ministry unto God. The wings reaching upward symbolize ministry unto the Lord. They were reaching into the spirituals that they would be able to return glory unto God. The ministry unto God is the greatest ministry of all.
Acts 13:1 "Now there were in the church that was at Antioch certain prophets and teachers; as Barnabas and Simeon that was called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen, which had been brought up with Herod the Tetrarch, and Saul. As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost said, Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.
The great world wide ministry of Missions was not born out of a tremendous burden for the Gentiles of Rome, or of Ephesus or even Corinth. Missions were not born out of a human heart of religious benevolence or humanitarianism, but was born in the heart of God and imparted to Paul and Barnabas as they were ministering unto the Lord in the temple. As the leaders of the Antioch church were together in prayer stretching their wings upward, God spoke to them and shared with them His own desire and will; and sent them to share the Gospel to the nations beyond their horizon.
Two wings of everyone of them that day were joined one to another. There is a mystic joining of up-stretched hearts and minds as well as faith and love as the sons of God minister in the spirit unto God. There is a joining together of wings as they strive in the Spirit for divine power in their labors on earth.
Ministry in the spirit that flows in sweet worship and praise is something God desires for the church. The anointing for worship will flow through one and then another and then another until those who have developed their wings join together with their wings up-stretched each one enhancing and empowering the up-reach of another. Ministry in the Spirit unto the Lord then flows through the whole body of believers rather than one person. Worship should not be a one man show or by a select few. The more sons of God involved in worship in the spirit the better.
HOLY UNION
Ezekiel noted that the wings of those fire-creatures, not their hands, were what was joined. This joining of wings is not a human physical joining of one to another but rather it is a joining in the spirit. This is not a confederation, a membership roll, or of some religious body but is a working of the Holy Spirit within each creature that spontaneously unites their wings and direction.
There is a sense of unity that comes in that union of wings as well as an increase of faith. Jesus referred to that spiritual joining in regard to prayer. In the book of Mathew chapter 18 and verse 19, He said that if two of you shall agree on earth as touching any thing that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my Father which is in heaven. Ezekiel saw four fire-creatures with their wings joined, Jesus said that even two or three joined together was sufficient to increase faith sufficiently to receive the blessing desired, however, the joining of the wings of the perfected sons of God does not imply three people saying the same prayer at the same time.
HARMONIC ACCORD
The faces of the four cherubim were turned in four directions, that is to say that they never had to turn around. They were already facing in whatever direction they desired to go or observe. They were always in harmony when they moved.
For instance when the lion nature was called for to flow through their beings, then all four of them manifested the lion nature together. Most definitely it was not a case of one acting as an ox while another tried to fly like the eagle. Because their wings were joined together they would always fly in the same direction; and in that united operation there was a fourfold magnification of their power.
However, when the circumstances or requirement changed and the ministry of the lion was called for, as their wings were joined and they all worked together in the same direction then the fourfold fury of fang and claw of the lion were brought forth into the fray. But if instead the ministry of the prophet was the need of the hour, then all four would fly on their powerful wings into the heavenlies and bring forth a word of light from the spheres of eternal light.
Whatever direction, need, or nature the Spirit called for, the lion, the ox, the eagle, or the man, they were ready to go that way and move into that nature unanimously without ever having to turn around. Therefore, they were always in straight forward flight. Imagine, if each one had to turn around how difficult it would be with their wings joined. In fact to do so would require them to break the mystic joining of their wings. They were always turned the same way so that whatever direction they went in, they were already faced that way. They were never sidetrack, or indecisive wondering which way to turn for they always went straight forward.
The Creator upon the throne of the Universe can be and manifest all joy, all wrath, all love, all everything and that all, at the same time. That is something man cannot be or even understand. We as humans manifest our desires, emotions, or responses, our natures one at a time, piece by piece as it were.
UPLIFTED UNFOLDED
Their wings were uplifted to catch the slightest moving of the wind of the Spirit. God said to David when He inquired of the Lord in which way He must order the war against the Philistines, do not go the way that you think best, but wait for the slight breeze in the top of the trees then march around and attack from behind them. Wait there under those trees until you see the wind moving in the top of the mulberry trees. When you see that, then arise and fight. "And when David inquired of the LORD, He said, you shall not go up; but fetch a compass behind them, and come upon them over against the mulberry trees. And let it be, when you hear the sound of a going in the tops of the mulberry trees, that then you shall bestir yourself: for then shall the LORD go out before you, to smite the host of the Philistines;" 2Samuel 5:23-24.
Often if one observes trees, there will be a breeze at the top of the trees and not the bottom. Below all is still but above there is a slight movement, a rustling of the sensitive leaves, a breeze on the higher plane. The wings of the eagle with its guide feathers is so sensitive that it can sense the slightest breeze and respond to the slightest zephyr.
David was expected to have his eagle eyes on the heights and his wings of faith uplifted to be able to catch the slight movement of air high above the ground. Then he was told to take power from that slight breeze and rise up with the face of the lion facing forward and fight against the enemy of God's people. The wind of the Spirit would guide them to know where how and when to move.
There is that divine movement, that divine joining and belonging to each other. Levi the fourth son of Jacob, his name means joining. He was the father of the priesthood. God would have those that flow in the spirit, to be joined together. He doesn't want them all separate going their own way, that does not please God. He wants them joined, the devil wants them separated. There was a lot of difference in the comprehension of some doctrines between Wesley and George Whitfield, but whenever they were together, they ministered in each others pulpits, and always flowed as one, their ministries were greatly different, but they maintain their friendship for almost their entire life. I have found that ministries can be very different, but they can be joined. There is one spirit, one lord, one baptism, one anointing, and many gifts. God would have that flowing together. The day will come when they will all be flowing together and not in different streams. To divide and conquer has always been the devil's work.
TWO WINGS COVERED THEMSELVES
Two wings covered themselves, that is a symbol of humanity being covered by the power of the Spirit. When you move in the power of the Spirit, it is no longer a work of a man, but is the work of God. That is why the scriptures say, we are to do the prophets no harm and not touch the anointing. When the anointing came upon Saul, it changed him into another man. He was different. If it isn't God at work, anything the preacher does is vanity. Nothing is going to come out of what we do in our own strength. Nothing is going to come out of someone doing something for God. He will just deceive the people and deceive himself. Those wings are given to cover. That power of the Spirit that covers and changes a person making them another, moves so that one is no longer a mere man, no longer, George Whitfield or Charles Wesley. That true anointing that reached up into heaven, changes us until no longer it is a force of man but the force of God. Even if it might look like the force of man.
In Washington at the Daughters of the American Revolution, Jack Coe was ministering and called for all the people with stomach problems to come up. The first woman had a great big tumor, at least 40 pounds, bigger than an ordinary pregnancy. He took her by the hand and ask her if she believed that Jesus Christ could heal her. She said yes she did. All of a sudden he punched her with all his might. I was sitting close enough that I could see the different expressions that went over her face, first anger, then pain, afterward shock and amazement when she saw that it was gone. It looked like the force of man, but it wasn't. Something happened right there and she was instantly set free. The next woman in line wasn't sure if she wanted to be prayed for.
The wings that cover, also signifies the humility in ministry. May God have mercy on the man who thinks he is doing it. God have mercy on the man who thinks it is his ministry. God have mercy on the man that thinks the power comes through him because his life will be short.
There is nothing that a person can do in himself that will ever do anything for the eternal God. If anything is accomplished, it is God that does it. No way does God want us to take glory unto ourselves. Whatever God does through us, we must let go of it like a hot poker as far as thinking that anything is of ourself or any glory is ours. Even if I tell about it, I must do it in such a way that it does not sounds like I did anything at all. Just let it go. The more God did the less we should touch it. The more we should hide it. Often times Jesus would do great miracles and say, "Don't tell anybody, don't go spreading it around."
A sure way into trouble is to tell everybody what God is doing through your ministry, or put your picture in a magazine. That is heading for trouble. There is a covering that covers, we are not to be showing forth but to be covering ourselves with the humility and spiritual modesty that refuses to take credit or to take glory from it.
If people are blessed, thank God but you didn't do it. I don't know why God uses man, He doesn't need us. It is just that He wants us to have the joy of being used. He could use an angel and do a lot better job, we all know that. God is so great and so powerful and so wonderful that He is able to use man and still come out with a good job done. The more we can keep the covering wings about us, the more we can get out of the way and just let God do it. He wants to bless far more than we do and only He can change a life, only He can heal a body, only He can save a soul. We can do nothing.
CHAPTER 11
CLARITY OF PURPOSE
Ezekiel 10:21 "Every one had four faces apiece, and every one four wings; and the likeness of the hands of a man was under their wings.
Verse 22 And the likeness of their faces was the same faces which I saw by the river of Chebar, their appearances and themselves: they went every one straight forward."
The cherubim are celestial creatures not known on earth and they typify redeemed man in his spirit form. There are many scriptural instances, such as in Ezekiel's vision in which the cherubim represent in type the fulfillment of the redeeming work of God brought to its perfection. That is to say the transforming work of the Holy Spirit in the human heart until the full intentions of God are fulfilled.
Through the description given of the cherubim born out of the fire, God gives us to understand what He will create in the life of His sons. they are a picture of what transformations God will make in His sons; and for this purpose He will use diverse means and ways to accomplish that end.
There is a tendency to think that all we have to do is have our brain informed and if the brain can capture the picture or the things that are being said or the doctrines that are taught, then we have full understanding of the things of God. However it is not so simple as that. God is not just going to change our small human comprehension level. He plans to change our whole being, spirit, soul, mind and body. As Paul wrote in 2Corinthians chapter 3 and verse 18: "But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord".
That word changed means a metamorphosis, a total transformation. That same word would is used to describe the change of a lowly caterpillar into the glory of a butterfly. God through the workings of the Holy Spirit is ever at work changing us:
. . . From glory to glory.
. . . From human understanding to enlightened understanding,
. . . From earthly illumination to the glory light of heaven,
. . . From debilitating fear to powerful faith,
. . . From rebel wickedness to love of righteousness
. . . From earth bound feet to soaring wings in the heavenlies.
. . . From life unto death to life unto life everlasting.
. . . From fiends of sin's darkness to cherubim of divine light.
WHERE HE LEADS I FOLLOW
Ezekiel 1:12 "And they went every one straight forward: wherever the spirit was to go, they went; and they turned not when they went."
Wherever the Spirit of God desired them to go, they went. The Spirit led them, they did not lead the Spirit. These heavenly creatures responded to orders and went according to the will of the Spirit. They had a keen sensitivity to the mind of the Holy Spirit so that He did not need to issue verbal commands. To know the will of God is sufficient, that is a command. To know what pleases God is equivalent to orders. The Spirit was their motivating force and their directing will.
They turned not as they went, so there was no devious avoidance of orders, no hesitation in the face of hindrances, no questioning of orders and no change of direction before reaching their destination and fulfilling their orders.
Having the four faces, of the man, the ox, the lion and the eagle they automatically faced all four directions. So with four faces they would not have to turn their bodies to go forward like earthly creatures. Their faces were already and always faced forward.
Much confusion comes, when one knows what God wants but does not want to do it, or - - if one listened to another voice and begins to question his orders, his face is then turned and he loses his direction. or - - if one talks to others hoping to be persuaded of a more pleasing way. Confusion has the power to bring questions and questions the power to frustrate or even terminate the forward path of obedience.
Confusion usually originates from the deceitfulness of the human heart, because, when one has come to know the will of God but does not want it, he will try to find someone to confirm his own secret will. He will even hunt out the one that is most likely to tell him what he wants to hear. Then that person will say, "I'm all confused I am not sure what God really wants for me."
The apostle Paul writes in 1Corinthians chapter 14 and verse 33, that "God is not the author of confusion, but of peace." Therefore, confusion never comes from God but another source, either from within or from without.
The best way to resolve confusion is to get one's own spirit quiet and still before God and listen to the inner voice of the divine Counselor within. His word will never bring confusion but will indicate the way of peace. When one quiets his spirit before God he will be surprised how little confusion remains.
There are times when the Spirit will call for His servants to go one direction, then at other times He will send them forth in another course. They have four distinct directions to work in. There is the orientation of the ox when it is time for sacrifice or time to plow or work in the harvest fields. Or again, the hard slow plodding work with its trials and persecution when it is time to the prepare the ground for the seed.
Then there are times when directions given of the Spirit is to soar like the eagle high into the heavenlies to see and behold and hear wondrous things. In the land of the Argentines there was an eagle time when God called some fifty of His people to rise on their wings into the heavenlies. The angel of the Lord joined them there and taught them wonderful and marvelous things of Himself and His world and things He would be doing in that land.
Then can come yet another direction of the Spirit and the call is heard that it is no longer eagle time; but the time for the lion to rise and attack the enemies of the Lord. Sharp weapons of fearful vengeance on the Lord's enemies by the use of the various gifts of the Spirit will be granted to His lion-like army. In those times the reigning gods and idols of major cities have been badly shaken and tens of thousands of people set free from the chains of sin, darkness, pain and sickness. It was lion time and the Lion of the tribe of Judah marched with His army up and down the land of Argentina, invincible and unconquerable, setting the prisoners of hope free.
The word from the Lord cried out, "Weep no more for the Lion of the tribe of Judah hath prevailed." When in all His fury and almighty power He arose against the rulers of wickedness in high places and dethroned them and took from them the keys of cities and unlocked the chains of His prisoners.
Yet once again the direction may change and the call to go forth in the weakness of flesh as men. Two young men soared with the eagles and roared with the Lion, then God spoke to them and told them to go quietly to a certain city.
There in that city, lived an elderly missionary that had been there about thirty years and had a church of about a dozen people. She was alone and had a reputation of being somewhat crotchety, no one desired to live with her. God said to these two men, I want you to go to that city and help her.
They went to her house and knocked on her door in fear and trepidation, for they had heard of her reputation of not liking visitors. Coming to her door she clearly expressed her dislike of their coming but did invite them into her mission house. They told her not to fix meals for them because God had told them to fast. They stayed there on their faces before God. Sunday came, she expected them to come to church, but they refused saying that God had not told them to go to church yet.
They either stayed in that room or would go out and walk up and down the city streets. People would turn and looked at them, these two fine young men walking up and down the city with tears rolling down their faces as they wept over the city praying, "God give us this city".
After about ten days God directed them to go and get a tent, pitch it in the plaza and hold public services. They only had ten days time before they must leave and return to the annual conference. However, in those ten days, God moved gloriously. Sixty-four were filled with the Spirit. The church was set on fire and one of those young men later became the pastor and more than twenty-five years later was still pastoring a prosperous and spirit filled church in a city that had turned from their idolatries and lived in peace in the plains of Argentina.
Where the Spirit moves them to go, there those fire-creatures, the cherubim, went. To go upon orders requires hearing ears and seeing eyes. During the time of the eagles, that small band used to say to one another, "Have you got your antenna up?" That was very important. God would not permit them to tell other people about things they knew or had been revealed to them, each one had to know by themselves. Those young eagles did not go about informing people of the secrets of God. In the first place amongst them it was not needed, in the second place, if they even tried to do so they would not be allowed to do it.
Wherever the Spirit was to go, there they went. They all knew in what direction to go because they were all moved by the Spirit. It was the eagle time of revelation when the winds of the Spirit caught their wings and lifted them into the heavenlies as He called them unto Himself. The time for doing had not yet come, it was the time of resting in the Shekinah glory-presence of God.
There are quiet times to bask in the sunlight of the glory of God and there are time to go out and work on earth as men and those times do not mix together. When God says it is time to go out and do, then it is time to go out and do, it is not time to sit and wait. Wherever the glorified fire creatures went they all went together with their wings joined together. One did not soar into the heavenlies like an eagle while another fought like the lion and yet another went out to labor in the fields.
It is the mind and the direction of the Spirit that determines what time it is. A time might last month or that time might change four times a day. There are no time limits to the Spirit, and it depends on where the Spirit is to go.
There is a time for listening to God, when the prophetic word will flow and there is a time for that wonderful eagle Spirit to soar up and get direction and revelation and hear the word of God.
There is the lion time of battle, the time of trial and overcoming and victories, the time of strength and attacking fury. Then there is just plain human times when even the sons of God become what they were created to be before the metamorphosis is completed.
Ezekiel, having soared various times into the heavenlies was called by the Spirit of God, "Son of man," as a reminder that what He was going to be, He had not as yet become.
It was for a period of many years that Jesus, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, lived the quiet life of a carpenter. There is time for home, for family, there is the time for daily chores, time to eat and drink, to sleep, time just, to be a man. Because Man is higher than the eagle, stronger than the lion and wiser than the ox, and though man can adopt the nature of the three, yet man is the crowning creation of the Creator and the vicar of God on earth. Jesus the begotten Son of God, often called Himself, the son of man.
Some people think they must live as eagles all the time and forget that they are men. Again some think that to be a holy man they must never lower themselves to work as the ox as such things are too earthy and unspiritual. Furthermore, they must never roar in anger in the fury of the challenging lion of the plains.
The creatures out of the fire, the cherubim, always bore the human characteristics, their humanity, along with their other three natures. Their hands were that wonderful creation, not paws, nor talons. Their wings were an addition to their humanity.
Even on the high throne there was seen One that had the appearance of a man. Because Jesus, resurrected, ascended glorified and seated on the right hand of the Father never lost and will never lose, in addition to His deity, His humanity. Once He became one of the race of Adam, He will always be One of the race of Adam.
HARMONY BETWEEN THE FOUR NATURES
When the Spirit is leading, there will always be harmony. I have seen when the spirit may lead in the direction of praise from the lips of man, yet another may bow in the burden of intercession as the ox in his strength, nevertheless, there will be perfect unity and harmony. The Spirit is the one that directs the goings and the comings and He makes room for changes.
Even in one service, the events can pass from one thing to another. There can be a time when the Holy Spirit will set the feet to dancing, then within the hour the spirit's direction may lead to fall at His feet in worship and as it is the same Spirit directing everything, there is no discord.
1Corinthians 14:29 "Let the prophets speak two or three, and let the other judge. If anything be revealed to another that is sitting by, let the first hold his peace. For ye may all prophesy one by one, that all may learn, and all may be comforted. And the spirits of the prophets are subject to the prophets. For God is not the author of confusion, but of peace, as in all churches of the saints."
There is symmetry, harmony, and grace in unity with all the movings of the Spirit of God. He may change from one phase to another, one direction to another, or one purpose to another but always in straight forward advance. It is the same wings working and gathering strength from the same spirit. Although the Spirit moves in distinct directions. There is no turning, no disturbance of crossing in the path of another.
CHAPTER 12
CHILDREN OF THE FIRE
Ezekiel 1:4,5 "And I looked, and, behold, a whirlwind came out of the north, a great cloud, and a fire enfolding itself, and a brightness was about it, and out of the midst thereof as the color of amber, out of the midst of the fire. Also out of the midst thereof came the likeness of four living creatures. And this was their appearance; they had the likeness of a man".
Ezekiel 1:13 "As for the likeness of the living creatures, their appearance was like burning coals of fire, and like the appearance of lamps: it went up and down among the living creatures; and the fire was bright, and out of the fire went forth lightning".
David writes in Psalms 18 and verse 10 that God . . . "rode upon a cherub, and did fly." These tremendous fire-borne creatures are sometimes called cherubim. As mentioned before, they are a picture of the glorified sons of God. They are also a habitation of God.
Jacob Beam, a well known spiritually minded theologian of the seventeenth century, wrote that when Jesus said "In my Father's house are many mansions, abiding places, that those abiding places are not only where the redeemed are going to live but where God is already living." God has chosen many places in which to abide, and He chose to have His people as abiding places for Himself.
What is God forming here in this small chrysalis we call a human body? What is the miracle transpiring on the inside of the human body of a redeemed son of God? Are there not strange stirrings and undefinable feelings within that fleshly shell that cannot be located or understood? Truly it is a great metamorphosic mystery of transformation brought about by the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. The Apostle Paul wrote in the book of 1st Corinthians chapter 3 and verse 16: "Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?"
The great whirlwind, or tornado of fire that was ever enfolding itself and out of which came the cherubim was the golden blaze of the all consuming love of God. That same fire had been kindled and infused within those beings from the heart of God Himself. The apostle John wrote it so clearly when He inscribed in His first epistle: 1John 4:19, "We love him, because he first loved us."
Not only did the cherubim proceed out of that burning whirlwind of fire but at the same time the fire remained ever burning within them. The fire of God in them had the appearance of burning coals, and a flame like a lighted lamp enlightening them, was also burning in them and moving constantly up and down within them. They were creatures of fire. They were His ministers made as flames of fire. There is no such thing as indifference or apathy in fire-creatures such as that.
In a burning coal the fire travels around as well as within it. It not only glows but there is movement in that glow. The fire moves within it. If you look at the lives of those that have come out of that fire you will see that the fire is in them. The fire of God was ever moving within them, cleansing, purifying and enlightening them.
When the Seraphim took the coals from off the altar-fire and touched the lips of Isaiah, a cleansing fire passed all through the body of the prophet and cleansed him. The very air we breath is filled with all kinds of infectious bacteria, virus and spores of fungus ever looking for a host in which to settle and spread their deadly infections. However, it does not matter how much air flows across a burning coal it is never able to infect it. The fire within is constantly cleansing and destroying any and all defiling elements. Neither atmosphere, environment or circumstances can ever defile the habitation of fire. There are home ovens today that are so made that when they are set to a high degree of heat they will burn themselves clean from all defilement.
If one heats a piece of iron to about 300 or more degrees he can cook his food on it. If he raises the heat to 1400 degrees it will begin to turn red as the fire enters the iron. When it is heated to 1600 degrees and more it glows red with inner flame and sparks begin to fly. At that heat the blacksmith can take it and hammer it and bend it into all kinds of shapes. If the temperature is raised to about 2500 degrees it becomes white hot and light emanates from it and if it is heated still more, to above 2800 degrees it will melt in a pool of glowing liquid.
Iron is not even malleable until it gets red hot. Christians say they love Jesus but if a spiritual thermometer was put in their mouth what would it read? 430 degrees um... not enough yet! God will take him back to the fires and let the fires work some more. Like the blacksmith with the iron he puts it back in the fire until it becomes malleable and he can now form it without cracking it.
There are good Christians that are very rigid and not very malleable. If the fires of God are allowed to burn brightly within them they will become not only malleable but will also emanate light. If the lights present were extinguished they would glow like a lamp and would light up the whole room.
This fire out of which the fire creatures came was in them, as a fire and the light. It was not just heat from the fire but light also. Heat without light is destructive. If the sun only had heat like a red dwarf star, it would kill all life on earth. It is the sunlight that gives life to earth.
A black coal on the hearth can be deceitful and hot enough to burn the fingers even though it does not have the appearance of a burning coal. It must be several hundred degrees hotter for it to take on the appearance of a burning coal.
Fire not only cleanses and sterilize, it is also a consuming element that consumes all things consumable. The fire of God is Love's great jealousy that will tolerate nothing that in any way detracts or decreases the relationship of His sons with their God. His fire will become a consuming fire of love and devotion within that will devour and eliminate all rival elements.
THE FIRE OF GOD
Fire is an element in which God manifests Himself to man. He manifested Himself by fire to Moses at the burning bush. In a huge fire on Mount Sinai God came to visit the Israelites. Every night God showed His presence by a pillar of fire that accompanied the Israelites on their forty year journey through the wilderness.
The writer of the book of Hebrews in chapter 1 and verse 7 speaks of the fire creatures when he writes: "Who makes his angels spirits, and his ministers a flame of fire." And again in chapter 12 and verse 29 he declares that the very essence and nature of God is fire: "For our God is a consuming fire."
Fire, in olden days, was considered one of the four basic elements that comprised creation. The four elements were fire, water, earth and air. Fire is the purging cleansing element that will consume and leave nothing but ashes behind its cleansing fury.
Fire is the source of all power usable to man. From cooking food to empowering steam engines, from generating electric power to propelling airplanes through the sky. Every power that man uses comes from fire. Fire uncontrolled can be a very hurtful and destroying force defying the efforts of puny man to extinguish its raging fury.
Fire is also the major source of light on planet earth, whether it is sunlight or lightening, gas lights or electric light bulbs, they all trace their energizing source back to a fire of some kind. There are various kinds of fire, such as electrical, atomic, chemical reaction, friction and combustion.
HEAVENLY FIRE POWER
Jesus told His disciples that they must remain in Jerusalem until the Holy Spirit came and empowered them; and in Acts chapter four we are told that when the Holy Spirit came upon them He manifested Himself by the heavenly element of fire in the form of tongues of fire that touched them all. This indicated that they now possessed a heavenly source of spiritual power.
Healing power began to manifest itself shortly after the day of Pentecost when Peter and John through the power of the Name of Jesus, healed the lame man at the gate beautiful of the temple in Jerusalem. That fire-power equipped them to confirm their gospel message with powerful miracles, signs, and wonders, even to the raising of the dead to life again.
The consuming cleansing power of that fire was manifested when Annanias and Saphira lied to the Holy Spirit concerning the amount of money they had received for the sale of their property and hypocritically pretended to have given it all to God in an offering. Because they lied to Peter in the very presence of God that consuming fire of God flamed out and cleansed the church of that deceptive spirit that manifested itself through them.
Obviously, the apostles already began to become fire-creatures like unto those seen by Ezekiel in the world of the spirit. The fire-power of God was within them, a part of their very natures; and became the source of their very powerful ministry.
Ezekiel saw in picture form what God intends to make of His children - 'Sons of Fire'. Sons not only born out of the fire but that fire is the love of God burning within them. Moses took seventy elders up into the edge of the fires that burned on Mount Sinai but they were terrorized and despised the fire of God. They wanted nothing more to do with God and His fire. You go up Moses and talk to that God of fire, they said, we want nothing more to do with it ever again.
Deuteronomy 5:4-5 "The LORD talked with you face to face in the mount out of the midst of the fire, I stood between the LORD and you at that time, to shew you the word of the LORD: for ye were afraid by reason of the fire, and went not up into the mount."
Deuteronomy 5:24-27 "And ye said, Behold, the LORD our God has showed us His glory and His greatness, and we have heard His voice out of the midst of the fire: we have seen this day that God does talk with man, and He lives! Now therefore why should we die? For this great fire will consume us. If we hear the voice of the LORD our God any more, then we shall die. For who is there of all flesh, that has heard the voice of the living God speaking out of the midst of the fire, as we have, and lived? You go near, and hear all that the LORD our God shall say: and you speak unto us all that the LORD our God shall speak to you; and we will hear it, and do it."
What a sad mistake those seventy elders made that wondrous day when God invited them up into the fire of His majestic presence. Instead of welcoming and appreciating that high privilege and honor they were so afraid of the fire of God that they wanted nothing else but to escape from that wondrous presence. They did not recognize that it was a burning fire of intense love divine. Was it their conscience perhaps that made them fear that fire?
The fire of God will manifest itself in many different ways, even as the fire power originated by men on earth, manifests itself in a multitude of ways. It will give power to run machines, or heat the kitchen stove to cook one's food. Fire will heat the house in winter or cool it in summer, or illumine the darkness of a room at night by welcome light.
So many people are afraid of the fire of God . Don't get too fired up with religion they say. Don't be fanatical and get too religious or too close to God. It is alright to go to church but do not overdo it. Such people are afraid of that fire.
Power from the fire of God can:
. . . kindle into flames the zeal of His disciples,
. . . capture hearts by the burning beauty of its love,
. . . flame forth in power to heal the sick,
. . . bring sight to blind eyes and sound to deaf ears,
. . . consume the shackles of the captives of sin and satan,
. . . be a light to the pilgrim' pathway,
. . . turn water into wine to bring joy to a wedding,
. . . bring sweet comfort to the grieving soul,
. . . multiply bread and fish to the hungry multitude,
. . . raise Lazarus from the chains of the death,
. . . and leave the tomb of Jesus empty forever.
It is true that the fire of God is a consuming fire, and it will consume fleshly lusts and prides and jealousies and envies and all such like. It will also consume the idols of the heart and tolerate only one first love of the heart and that is God alone. The true and living God, aflame with love, will permit no rivals for the heart of man.
The cherubim that Ezekiel saw in his vision bore the image of God in the sense that they were flaming within and without. The original plan and intention of God, to make man in His image, can never be fulfilled without God the Creator making them flames of fire with the divine fires burning within and without.
When the heart is aflame with the love of God the prayers, praise and worship will flow forth with great intensities. Spiritual exercises will not be done in apathetic rites or placid ceremonial responses, because the fire burning within them will kindle strong intensities.
The fire-creatures know burning yearnings for God as flaming desire, a burning thirst for the living God. They will know the deep longings expressed by David in Psalm 63 when he cried out: "My soul thirsts for You, my flesh longs for You in a dry and thirsty land, where no water is; and again in Psalm 84, "My soul longs, yea, even faints for the courts of the LORD: my heart and my flesh cries out for the living God."
A fire has implacable hunger for more of its required fuel. It will wane and die if it finds nothing more to feed on. A fire is never satisfied but ever looks for more fuel for its life, and the more it can find the more hungry and voracious it becomes. In like manner the fire of God burning in the fire-creatures is an ever increasing desire for more of God; and without His fire burning within them, in an everlasting flame, they would lose the very essence of their being.
HELL FIRES
Strange enough Hell is described in Sacred Writ as a place of fire. Fire and brimstone are listed as burning together in hell. The word brimstone in Greek is 'theodase', which translated, 'theo' is the word for God and 'dase' is the word for likeness. Putting the two words together it is 'the fire in the likeness of God', not the fire of God, but the likeness of it. The Psalmist and prophet David wrote in Psalm 139:8 "If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there: if I make my bed in hell, behold, thou art there." For God, the Omnipresent One, The Consuming Fire, is ever present in all creation.
That fire that burns the endless fuel of the inhabitants of Hell, is like the fire that burns within in the sons of God that consumes, cleanses and purifies from all defiling elements of sin, the world and self.
The fire in hell does not burn within those condemned beings cleansing and purifying them, but is a fire burning on the outside of them, It feeds on the fuel of ever increasing sin, with eternal voraciousness. The fire of God must burn within His sons to do its purifying work now. In the mystery of grace and full redemption, the fire of God will do its redeeming transforming work in the soul changing it into the divine likeness.
The burning of interior fires will intensify prayer, love and worship; and consume all traces of self and flesh and pride and iniquity and leave in their place the image of God Himself.
OTHER FIRES
There are other fires that burn in the hearts of men but those fires will only leave the ashes of deception, despair and utter hopelessness. Such fires are the fires of wrath, lust, envy, hatred, jealousies and such like. These consuming but never satisfied fires that begin on earth will remain in the lost soul beyond the grave. Such fires burn but never consume themselves nor their host.
God is a consuming fire and He consumes all else but Himself and replaces the void with His own image. The strange un-God-like fires never run out of fuel and burn with terrible burnings. So much so that Jesus told of the rich man in Hell who was in such torment of fire that he begged Abraham to send Lazarus with one drop of water to cool his tongue.
Destroying fires of coveting and lusting are not the fires that gave birth to the cherubim that Ezekiel saw in his vision. Those creatures were marvelous creatures. Flaming beings of fire that flamed in the very image of God. Beautiful in their glory and filled with the Spirit of God they were the metamorphosed sons of men birthed by the Holy Spirit of Fire and glorified in the very image of their Father, even the Creator of all things.
CHAPTER 13
CREATURES OF LIGHT
Ezekiel 1:13 "As for the likeness of the living creatures, their appearance was like burning coals of fire, and like the appearance of lamps: it went up and down among the living creatures; and the fire was bright, and out of the fire went forth lightning."
The cherubim, or fire-creatures, that Ezekiel saw gives a peep into the final state of the redeemed when their full development is realized. Ezekiel described them as what they seemed like, 'their likeness' he called it, but not what they literally were. Literal reality, in heavenly spheres, passes completely beyond the powers of earthly speech to describe or the carnal mind to understand. Ezekiel was forced to describe those creatures with human words and use similarities in earthly terms.
Nevertheless, those strange beings were real creatures in form, substance, powers and actions. Ezekiel had never seen them before. They were completely unique to his sight and comprehension. The apostle Paul, who had visited celestial realms, writes concerning these strange new creatures of God in 2Corinthians chapter 5 and verse 17: "Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new."
A new creature that has been made by the Creator. There are countless kinds of creatures and each one is different from the others. Even when there are similarities, still there are vast differences. Paul did not intimate that the new creature was a refurbished old creature but instead an utterly new creative work of God fresh from the hand of the Creator. A creature, totally changed, all new and made in the image of the Creator. It is quite probable that this newly created creature that Ezekiel, Isaiah, and John saw are likenesses of that new creature Paul spoke of.
As the butterfly is formed while still in its cocoon long before it appears in the bright light of the day, so also God is already forming the wonders and beauties of that new creature in hidden secret places, in the spirit and heart, of the human body of the redeemed. The creator is forming it long before it ever is released into the bright light of the eternal glory of heavenly places.
Just as David wrote in Psalm 139 verses 13 and 15 how earthly substance was formed in the secret places of the womb.. . . "You have covered me in my mother's womb, my substance was not hid from You, when I was made in secret."
The apostle John in His first Epistle chapter 1 and in verse 5, categorically declares that God is light therefore, a new creature that will be made in His image will become lights in themselves. As Jesus said unto His disciples in Matthew chapter 5 and verse 14 "Ye are the light of the world." Ezekiel describes these fire-creatures not only as aflame but as if lighted lamps were ever moving within them giving them to have light within themselves. In John 5:35 John was called a Burning and shining Light.
In the book of Revelations chapter 4 and verse 5 the Revelator tells us that the Spirit of God is like unto a lamp of fire: "And there were seven lamps of fire burning before the throne, which are the seven Spirits of God."
There is one light that is immeasurably superior and different from all other lights, just as the sun is far superior from the light of the stars and the moon and man-made illuminating devices, and that Light is Jesus, the Son of God. Jesus said of Himself, "I am the light of the world." John 8:12.
There are lights that illuminate us in the natural world; and there also are lights for illumination in the spiritual world. In the old tabernacle of Moses the sun was never allowed to shine for illumination inside of the tabernacle. The only light allowed within the tabernacle was the light that came from the seven lamps of the candlestick which were fueled by olive oil. (Olive oil in the scriptures is the symbol of the Holy Spirit.) The exclusive seven branched candlestick demonstrated by symbol that only the light from the Holy Spirit can lighten the word and work of God within the tabernacle. The lamps were the only light that illuminated the shew bread on the table in the tabernacle. This indicated that the Word of God, the bread of Life, can only be illuminated by the light of the Spirit of God shining upon it. The dim rays of rationalization, and the flickering reasoning of the natural mind of man, are incapable of illuminating the things of God and the Spirit.
The Greek word for light is 'Photeinos', which means that it is not a reflected light from another source but that it generates its own light. It is emitting light from itself. The lamp in the tabernacle was emitting light from the flame of the burning oil that was within the lamp. The lamps on the seven branched candlestick were burning shining lights.
Jesus spoke of the children of light in John 12 and verse 36. "While ye have light, believe in the light, that ye may be the children of light." Quite evidently these children of light loved the light and enjoyed the light while it was shining, however, they had no light in themselves and when the light they enjoyed went out, they were plunged back into darkness.
These lovers of the light were not ones that had light in themselves. The light in them was not 'Photeinos', that is, it was not self generated light. It was not light emanating from flaming lamps of fire burning within them, as were the flaming lamps of the cherubim that Ezekiel saw.
Most men love the light and do not like it when the sun goes down. That is why they sought for ways to make for themselves lights in the dark. From camp fire to torches, to candles to oil lamps to gas lamps to electricity they continually sought for ever better ways to dispel the darkness. Darkness is full of threats of danger and brings many limitations; and unknown fears ever lurk in its shadows. Even today the search still continues to find ever better light to lighten the darkness.
Darkness and light in this our world are a graphic expression of the light and darkness that exist in the spiritual world. Heaven is the world of light and the dwelling place of the children of God that love the light. God is light and darkness can never invade the environment of heaven. Outside of heaven is called hell in which outer darkness reigns forever. It is the dwelling place of the dead who are not children of Light. Light from the eternal realms of heaven can never cross the boundaries of the realm of outer darkness.
It is much better for the children of light to become shining lights like John the Baptist and have that self emitting light burning in them. To be a burning shining light is so much preferable than having to depend on light that comes from some other source.
THE SEARCHING LIGHT
Ezekiel saw that the flaming lamps of fire were not set in a stationary place but went up and down in them. It was searching to see if there were any hidden thing that needed to be revealed. Anything that would hinder the flow of light and cause a shadow to form, or stop the light from flowing freely. Those lamps were also seeking out an easier path for the feet and clearly illuminate the right way.
The Holy Spirit is the lamp of God ever searching within to find any hidden impeding thing and shine its light upon it. The flaming lamp within made the fire-creatures no longer dependent children of light. Children that must ever find a source of light outside of themselves. The fire-creatures had been so changed by the fires of God that the fire that burned within them created lamps of fire. They no longer depended upon light that came from some one's candle or burning torch. They had the flaming light burning and shining within them and that accompanied them wherever they went.
Jesus, coming down from heaven was the light of the world. Those that fellowship with Christ walk in the light with their eyes single and fixed upon Him. They see Him in all things and His power over all. They are not dismayed, or frightened about things that transpire in the world of darkness that surrounds them. They are like those who live in a well lighted home and even though the dark night surrounds their house they are not afraid for within all is light.
The disciples of Jesus that walk close to Him become the light of the world. The fire of love in their hearts begins to rise into flames of love that emanate light to the world that is covered with darkness. They are more than children of light they have become lights of the world. Wherever they go they are a shining light.
LIGHT HATES DARKNESS
There is continual conflict between darkness and light. They cannot dwell together, they are eternally incompatible. Either light reigns or darkness occupies the throne. Any obstruction to the flow of light will inevitably form a dark shadow. Even though rays of light may be small and weak, nevertheless darkness cannot extinguish it and must retreat from even light's weakest rays. The definition of darkness is the absence of light. Light is a reality, a measurable substance while darkness is a non-entity, literally a nothing. Light is ever triumphant over darkness and darkness can never defeat light.
Light is hated by darkness and darkness cannot comprehend light and has an abiding enmity toward it. Christ is Light, when He came to this world the darkness of this world was forced to flee His presence. The Apostle John wrote of this in his Gospel in chapter 1 and verse 5; "And the light shined in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not." Again, in chapter 3 and verses 19-21 "And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. For every one that practices evil hates the light, neither comes to the light, lest his deeds should be reproved. But he that does truth comes to the light, that his deeds may be made manifest, that they are wrought in God." Here, John tells us of the abiding enmity that eternally exists between darkness and light, and that there are creatures that love darkness as well as those who love the light; and that there are men who love the darkness of evil as well as men who love the light of truth.
As darkness is the absence of light, so is ignorance the absence of understanding. Understanding is a product of interior or mental light, therefore, the lovers of darkness cannot understand light. As darkness fears light so also the creatures of darkness fear light and hide from it. Lovers of darkness will naturally fear and resist those in which light dwells. Strange to say, the lovers of darkness that oppose light, vainly strive to possess the benefits that light brings. Using the means of darkness such as war, politics, imposed force and weaponry they strive to accomplish the blessings of light while all the while they live in their world of darkness.
Light is stronger and completely superior to darkness and the rays that appear to be weak and puny nevertheless, eventually overcome the works of darkness. Darkness can never stand against light but must always flee before it. Those who are the lights of the world, which are weak in the smallness of their rays by themselves, nevertheless when they gather together in force can overcome immense forces of Darkness.
One time in a large stadium a well known speaker had the ushers give to each person a candle to light at a given moment. When the signal was given, eighty thousand candles burst into tiny flames and amazingly the stadium was ablaze with the light of eighty thousand candle power, quite enough to play a foot ball match. When enough children of light become burning and shining lamps there will be great triumph over darkness and its lovers wherever their light shines.
Jesus said of John the Baptist that He was He was a burning and a shining light: and that they were willing for a season to rejoice in his light. In other words he was more than a child of Light, He had become a burning lamp and brought forth light out of himself.
God would progressively develop His children from being only a child of light to becoming a burning shining self emitting light. In the very appearance of those fire-creatures, Ezekiel saw that the fire flamed like a burning, shining, lamp of God going up and down in the midst of them wherever they went.
The children of light are utterly dependent upon the light source of one of God's lighted beings. Such a one will be miserable when that light is transferred to another place and darkness again takes over. The light-dependent child becomes helpless as a blind man when the source of light is extinguished.
With a single eye fixed on Christ, with an ever increasing flame burning within the heart, the Lord of life and light will create within him the flaming shining lamp, the lamp that brings light both within and without. The Lord of Life will create the new creature in the secret places within him. He will bring forth, out of the fire of His own Love, creatures of Fire, glorified Sons, cherubim of Light.
CHAPTER 14
RAYS OF POWER
Ezekiel 1:13 "As for the likeness of the living creatures, their appearance was like burning coals of fire, and like the appearance of lamps: it went up and down among the living creatures; and the fire was bright, and out of the fire went forth lightning."
God is a consuming fire. Fire is a basic element of His divine nature. In the days of the Old Testament, God manifested Himself through various forms of fire. For God to make His glorified sons into His image, they will surely be creatures of fire. Just what the appearance of each one will be like is unknown, but it will not necessarily be exactly like unto the cherubim, or fire-creatures that Ezekiel saw. Perhaps they will be as different in their appearances as are the countless variations of the faces of men. Nevertheless, those who will be formed into the divine image will surely be creatures born out of the fire with the burning fire both within as well as without.
"And out of the fire went forth lightning." Lightening is electrical fire with enormous energy. The lightening that emanated from the fire-creatures was not flames of the ordinary fire of combustion that makes up most of the fires that are so common on earth. These flashes that appeared as lightening were not rays of light from the flaming lamps but they were sudden releases of pure energy generated by the tremendous burning fire in which these fire-creatures lived. These were sudden flashes of light far more powerful than ordinary light rays. Somewhat like the furious lightening barrage that accompanies the tremendous energy of a great storm
God is a consuming fire and God was in Christ, in the immensity of the infinite fire of His love, on the Cross. There the divine fire burned with infinite fury releasing mighty redeeming power. With lightening rays of pure love-energy He took away forever the sins of the repentant sinner. There the dreadful wrath of God was released in awful fire of judgment upon the sacrifice of the Lamb of God as He suffered the penalty and guilt of the sins of the whole world. 2Corinthians 5:19 . . . "God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself."
Jesus, to whom was given all power in heaven and on earth, was tested by the devil in the wilderness to see if He would use His power for Himself and His own benefit. He rejected the temptation because Jesus chose only to use his awesome power at the direction of the Holy Spirit according to the will of His Father.
FIRE WITHIN
Ezekiel said of the cherubim: "Out of the fire went forth lightning," it went forth, its direction was outward and did not turn in upon the fire creature, nor did it rebound back. Out of the fire came forth lightening that would fulfill it's purpose and not be quenched.
As mentioned also in Chaper 1, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego were thrown into the fiery furnace in which the Son of God awaited them and the fire within Him entered into them also. The fire of zeal, obedience and love of God within their hearts was far greater than the fire in the furnace therefore, the furnace fire could not lay hold upon them to hurt them at all.
In curiosity Nebuchadnezzar the king looked inside the furnace to see what strange things were happening. Suddenly he was struck by a lightening bolt of revelation shot forth from those three fire-creatures and from He who is the all Consuming Fire Himself. Nebuchadnezzar, the great king, never fully recovered from that ego shattering jolt. What a lightning bolt it was. It came out of the furnace and went straight to his head and his heart and gave him a change of mind and a change of heart. There was sufficient power in that strike of energy-light to change the dull understanding and egoistic heart of that king completely. It changed his religion, attitude, heart, and understanding and quenched his demonic fury. That ray of power that came out of the fire residing in the men of God in that furnace effected even the direction of the government of that nation.
Even before the fire creatures are brought forth in full manifestation in the world of light and fire, there is a fire that already burns within them. David was sitting in the presence of wicked men and determined to be very careful what he said in the company of those men lest he speak hastily, or rashly and sin with his lips. For a while he endured their conversation of unbelief and evil words of calumny without comment, but finally he could restrain himself from answering no longer. His way of expressing what happened is very poetic and graphic, he said; "While I was musing the fire burned." Already the fire was ignited within him and it blazed up strong at hearing the flood of evil pour forth from unclean lips.
David just could not let the situation pass by unchallenged and unopposed. Something like a burning fire arose within him and out of his heart like as lightening flash, there flowed through his lips words of wisdom and faith. The fire of the anointing released his mind and thought and brought deliverance to the situation.
Psalm 39:2-3 "I was dumb with silence, I held my peace, even from good; and my sorrow was stirred. My heart was hot within me, while I was musing the fire burned: then spake I with my tongue."
TONGUES OF FIRE
One of the oft prayers of that woman of God in India, Amy Carmichael, was "Give me burning words that flame with fire." Then one day God spoke to her and told her that if she wanted burning words she would have to have a burning heart, that if she wanted words that would penetrate and do their work they must come out of a heart that was burning.
Burning words must be words that come from the anointing given by the tongues of fires that came upon the disciples when they were baptized in the Holy spirit on the day of Pentecost. There were two type of tongues manifested on that day. Many fine Charismatic people have only encountered one set, the tongues that flow from their lips in praise unto God in unknown languages.
On the day of Pentecost there were two sets of tongues given by the Holy Spirit, One was the ability to speak in unlearned and foreign languages but there was another set of tongues, tongues of fire. To be His disciples there was the need to be set aflame with the flaming tongues that descended from heaven and sat on each one of them. It was a fire-energized empowering that burned like fire within their being. Something far superior than just the ability to speak in a 'prayer language'.
On the day of Pentecost came cloven tongues of fire from heaven that split into two flames. One flame was destined to reside within the heart. A flame of love, of compassion, and of deep caring, ignited a fire in their mind and heart so that words would come from the heart in tremendous burning and penetrating power.
They were Cloven tongues, split flames of fire. One flame of fire would burn on the outside in anointing power. It would enable and empower the works and ministry through their beings in lightening bolts of power for deliverance of the prisoners and help for the poor and needy. The other, would burn with consuming fire on the inside. Within it would be ever purifying and energizing with divine compassion. So, the outflow of divine energy in deeds and words of mercy and grace, would be the product of the burning fire of compassion and love within.
It was out of the fire of the cherubim that the lightning flashed forth. It would ignite a fire when the lightning suddenly illuminated the darkness of ignorance and evil because the lightening was generated by the fire that was burning within.
The four Evangelists specifically speak of Jesus filled with burning compassion within Him for the multitude or for an individual prior to exercising his gifts of grace and power.
. . . He had compassion, so He fed the hungry multitude
. . . He had compassion when He healed the multitude of sick folk.
. . . He had compassion on the blind men and rays of purist light flashed forth and dispelled forever their darkness.
. . . He had compassion on the unclean leper and said, "I will be clean," and a cleansing flame shot out to burn away the leprosy.
. . . He had compassion on the tormented Gadarine demoniac, and hit his tormentors with a lightening bolt.
. . . He had compassion on the bereaved widow, fire and life blazed out of his lips in an irresistible life command.
All of those wondrous miracles of Jesus issued forth as flashes of blessed light from the burning flame of compassion ablaze within the heart of Jesus.
HIDDEN RAYS OF POWER
In the book of Habakkuk, chapter 3 and verses 3 and 4, the prophet speaks of the rays of power coming from the hands of God Himself and that those rays of power were hidden. The prophet wrote, "God came from Teman, and the Holy One from mount Paran. Selah. His glory covered the heavens, and the earth was full of his praise; And his brightness was as the light; he had horns (margin rays) coming out of his hand: and there was the hiding of his power." The word 'Teman' means from the right hand. Jesus came from the right hand of the Father.
This illuminating word from the prophet Habakkuk is surely an allusion to the Cross of Jesus and the nail scars in His hand. Because those nails on the cross penetrating His flesh released mighty rays of power, grace, and mercy to mankind. Furthermore, those mighty lightening bolts of divine power are hidden to all, save those to whom the power of the cross is revealed.
Without question hidden invisible rays of mighty power flowed from the hands of Jesus when His:
. . . Hands touched the dead child of the ruler of the synagogue and raised her to life again.
. . . Hands picked up bread and multiplied it endlessly to feed a hungry host.
. . . Hands touched the eyes of blind Bartimaeus and restore them to 20/20 vision.
. . . Hands touched an ear and a tongue and lo the deaf mute heard and spoke clearly.
. . . Hands touched a limb withered to lifelessness and caused new life to stream through dead tissue.
. . . And when those hands were nailed to a cross and out of those nail holes flowed such abundant compassion and life that it became a river of eternal life and redemption to a whole world.
Rays of life-power streamed out of his hand and there was the hiding of His power. God loves to hide His precious things. He does not like to put on a show. He would heal or deliver someone and tell them not to tell anyone. The mysteries of God and His ways are so foreign and unknown that even when He releases His hidden power it is still wrapped in mystery.
In all of His works He is ever a Mystery. Mysteriously He works with life-power and wisdom-power that are energies and forces utterly unknown and unseen in our human world, powers that work with the speed and power of lightening.
Ezekiel said that out of those fire-creatures came forth light rays like lightning. He was talking about the cherubim that represented man in his fully redeemed and glorified state. The man that has been brought forth into all that God planned for him. Out from them went forth those lightening like rays of mighty power.
There is the hiding of that power within the hand of a man who is filled with the Spirit of God. Look at that hand and see nothing at all unusual. Take a scalpel and cut it open and no foreign substance will be found there. Nail it to a tree and it will bleed and show that it is made of flesh like any man's hand. Yet, that same hand can be the channel of mighty light-power. Irresistible power that will bring life and healing and blessings of all kinds to poor and needy men to whom God would show forth His compassion and grace.
There is a secret hiding of that power deep within earthen vessels. Mysteriously, the infinitely compassionate God sends to this earth His rays of power through fire born creatures.
KINDLING A FIRE
Fire can be kindled in many ways but the flames of divine fire can be produced either by extreme pressure or by strong friction that will in turn produce extreme heat kindling into flame any material present that is combustible. Pressure is a principle of nature that causes heat exchangers such as refrigerators and air conditioners to bring much blessing to many people; and friction in the winds of storm will cause the lightening to flash and the thunders roar out their warnings..
God uses pressure to raise the temperature to fire-kindling range within His sons to set them aflame. Human beings do not like to live or work under pressure, nevertheless a life without pressures will never produce fire-creatures of heaven.
It is also true that the lightening rays of power can never be generated without the aggravating frictions that can and will be produced by the companions in our life. Whether they be in the home, in the workplace, or in the church.
It was out of the fire that the lightning went forth. Before the lightening flashes from the clouds there is first an enormous electrical pressure built up by the friction of the winds, until the pressure becomes so powerful that it overcomes all the natural impedances of nature. Then, suddenly there is a terrific flash of light saturated with energy and power splitting the very atmosphere asunder and the thunder roars out its complaint. Everything that bolt of light-energy touched will be marked and changed. Frequently it will ignite a fire where it touched. However, without the build up of friction and pressure there would be neither fire-power, nor lightening.
God has purposed to make man in His image and in doing so they too will become creatures that are flames of fire. He will cause the frictions and pressures to intensify, He will kindle the fires, He will find His dwelling place in burning hearts that He Himself has set aflame.
God Himself plans the pressures that will ignite the fires of compassion, of anointing, of zeal, and of the adoring love of God in the heart and life. God sends His fiery flames that can generate and release the lightening rays of power to specific targets of His grace and love. Rays of power that will not shoot forth in capricious sparks of a pyrotechnic show, but in divinely chosen intents and purposes.
CHAPTER 15
SWIFT OBEDIENCE
Ezekiel 1:14 "The living creatures ran and returned as the appearance of a flash of lightning."
Hebrews 3:15 "To day if you will hear his voice, harden not your hearts, as in the provocation."
TODAY
When God speaks it is time to act. It may take a long time to confirm His word and know for certain that it is God speaking. God knows when He has confirmed His word. He knows when His servant knows, from that point on He expects the action ordered.
"Today, if you hear His voice..." There is a chosen time in a life that God has set to meet and call His servant. Sometimes it will be in childhood, for others it is before they enter University. Sometimes even half through their course or it may be when they have finished and graduated. Again some others have lived a larger portion of their life before God makes Himself known to them. Whenever it is, when He calls, that is the chosen time for that person.
Regardless of when it is or how old they are. That is their time and every day beyond that time is another day for the enemy to work. The quicker the response to the call and/or directions of God the easier and more fruitful it will be. Waiting too long becomes disobedience and is fraught with trouble.
There was a certain young Russian lass named Maria who had given her heart to the Lord. She had lived most of her life on her fathers farm in the north of Argentina. She graduated from bible school and went to work in the big city of Buenos Aires. She lived with another young lady in an apartment and little by little drifted away from church and the things of God and turned to the ways of the world.
A year later there was an election, and by law everyone has to go back to their place of registration to vote. Therefore she had to come back to the bible school and the city in which she had registered and vote. One night in the chapel service, the Holy Spirit reached out to her and tapped her on the shoulder reminding her of her former promises. She found herself on her knees, and bowed before God in deep repentance.
After the service I asked her what the Lord had been saying to her. She answered that the Lord was talking to her about leaving her job and coming back and getting her life straightened out again. "Well, when are you going to do that I asked?" "Oh that will take me about a month," she replied. I pleaded with her, not to wait so long and pointed her to the scriptures but she was adamant. And left for the big city the next day.
I sent a young lady to go with her and try to hold her steady that month while she gave her thirty days notice, clear out her apartment, and pack up her things to return. Even with the help of a companion, the thirty days was too long. In two weeks time she was tempted back into the ways of the flesh and said she was never going back to church. The young lady sent with her came back frustrated and disappointed.
Another year went by when it happened that a close friend and relative of Mary was getting married in the bible school chapel and she felt obligated to come to the wedding. So there she appeared again. It so happened that again there was a service in the chapel the day she came. Again the Holy Spirit tapped his stray lamb on the shoulder and again she fell on her knees in deep repentance.
After the service I asked her what the Lord said to her this time and she replied that she had to leave Buenos Aires. I said, "Okay, when?" "Oh, it will take me about a month," she answered. This time I took her to the scripture in the book of Hebrews, chapter 3 and verse 15 "To day if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts, as in the provocation." I said to her, "Do you know when you are leaving Buenos Aires?" She said, "No, when?" I replied emphatically "Now, you are not even going back to that city." I will send someone else to pack your things for you so you are not even going back. She was astounded and resisted a lot, but finally about midnight she yielded to obey the word God gave to her. And her life at last returned to its rest.
Today, does not mean next week or next year. God, the I AM God, is ever the God of now. When He speaks, is the time for obedience. Preparation for compliance must begin as quickly as possible and go and do whatever He has indicated to do. The fire creatures gave to the King of Glory, swift obedience.
It is quite alright to take time to be fully assured and to confirm that this is God's orders and His will. His word may not call for sudden actions, but He asks for swift submission. The Lord knows when His servants are convinced. He knows also that the more important the obedience is, and the more it involves, the more there needs to be a certainty with full confirmation about those orders. Gideon set out his fleeces before the battle because his life and the lives of his companions were on the line.
A decision is sealed by an action. One can always turn back on a decision if it is not sealed with an action. That is one reason why the Lord commanded baptism in water. It is much easier to go back if one has not been baptized in water. Water baptism is a public confession of faith and is like burning a bridge behind one.
A in a crucial moment came to her teacher and showed her several scriptures that God gave her to confirm clearly and fully what God wanted her to do. Her teacher answered, "Fine, it is very evident that you know what God wants, so when are you going to do it?" The young student made one excuse after another as she continued delaying. Finally, her teacher said to her, "Well, I see that you are not doing anything about it. You need to seal it with an action as there are too many forces aligned to keep you back." This young student continued delaying and finally did not obey the revealed will of God for her life. There was no action taken when it was needed, therefore, the doors conveniently opened for her to go her own way. Decisions must be sealed with actions.
Whenever God asks one to do something, He will always provide the power needed to fulfill His command. God never asks an obedience and then withhold the power to do it. The fire-creatures were first provided with wings, then and straight feet before they received orders to run and return. One must not try to do something on his own even if he knows it is God will. That was a mistake Abraham made and by that mistake provided the world with Ishmael and his seed. Ishmael became a mortal enemy of Isaac and his descendants forever.
God's cherubim went as the appearance of lightning. They went in their obedience with the power of God. He will never ask some work of obedience and then expect it to be done in the puny strength of the right arm of flesh. God expects us to go in the power of faith and the power of the anointing of the Spirit.
God also sends His anointed servants in the power of His presence. "The Lord is with you," God said to Gideon, "Go in this your might." The Almighty God with him was the power and might of Gideon. It is easy to underestimate the energies, the strength, and the abilities that it will require to fulfill a work of obedience. How necessary it is to go in His power rather than in the power of flesh.
If one goes in his own power, even in obedience, there are hidden dangers, not visible at first, that will make him unable to overcome. Things will happen on that journey never dreamed of, and the purpose of that journey will be frustrated. The cherubim went as a flash of lightning. They went in the power of His might collected by their wings and that made it a journey of ease. If one goes fast enough on a rough road it will level out. The tires in a car do not have time to go down into the low spots and ride softly over the top of them. At the speed of lightening there is no time to fall into all the traps of the enemy. Cherubim have sufficient power to go at that speed. They were overcomers. They went in the power of His might.
Go, but return quickly. The fire-creatures were not only swift and powerful but they went with light on their path. They went in power and swift obedience. They went in light, accompanied by His Spirit. It takes light to be able to run and not stumble. How easy it is to be tripped up by any obstruction in the road when going in the dark. The swift messengers Ezekiel saw were well able to see where they were going.
They went in His strength and in His light so they did not stumble in the way. Tasks may seem overwhelming, as they were for the pilgrim in the book of John Bunyan’s dream, "The Pilgrim's Progress". There, the pilgrim saw the lion in the path but noticed that it was chained and could not reach the middle of the road. He was in the light, so it was easy for him to see that the lion was chained.
In Luke 9:59 there is the account of a person that Jesus called to go and preach for Him. "Jesus said unto another, Follow me. But he answered, Lord suffer me first to go and bury my father, Jesus said, Let the dead bury the dead, but you go and preach the kingdom of God." That did not necessarily mean his father was dead, it just meant that Jesus wanted him to wait until he died. Jesus was not pleased with the thought of delayed obedience.
"They ran and returned." God's tasks will never take us away from Him. The things that God gives us to do are never intended to separate us from Him. However, some of His servants God has given a task and then they add to it and add to it until they never have time to return. They run and they stay out while never coming back. More than one has said that they are to busy to return they just do not have time, they are too busy working for God.
If one is too busy to return to His feet and abide, then he is just plain too busy. Somehow, someway he has moved out beyond the will of God into an area God never intended him to go. Regardless of what the tasks is, it is never to keep him from returning to Him. The perfected servant will run and return, He will move out and do the will of God but never be kept away from the Divine Presence.
There was a certain Brother Lawrence, who was a cook in the hospital kitchen of a monastery, he was very busy but he determined to practice the presence of God right there in the kitchen. The presence of God became so manifested that people would come for miles around just to sit in that kitchen because the presence of God was there. Brother Lawrence ran, he may even have had to run to keep something from boiling over, but he always returned. He never stayed away. He came right back and practiced the presence of God. He was never always away.
That is the way God desires it to be. The problem with Martha was that she was going but she was not returning like Mary. The prince of glory who had fed the multitude on the hill side without a kitchen did not really need Martha's kitchen. Martha really needed Him. All she would have had to say was Lord, I would love to listen to You also, I don't want to be away but have this task to do, will you come out in the kitchen and talk. That would have settled everything. Without any doubt He would have been glad to go out to her kitchen. Mary also would have gone out there and maybe even help her sister. Martha went but she did not return. She was doing something for the Lord, doing the best she knew how, but she didn't return to His feet. She walked away from His presence even while He was sitting there. The perfected servant is the one that has learned how to run into swift action and return just as swiftly like a flash of lightning.
CHAPTER 16
WHEELS
Ezekiel 1:15 "Now as I looked at the living creatures, behold, a wheel was on the earth beside each living creature with its four faces."
The wheel is the greatest invention of man. Nothing has so revolutionized human society as the wheel. Our modern world could not exist if the wheel had never been discovered. From cart to chariot, from buggy to automobiles, from steam engines to sophisticated machines, from roaring locomotives to delicate watches, all exist only because of the invention of the wheel. Whether it is a movable toy to please a child or a very important machine from which a man gains his livelihood, modern society depends upon the wheel.
WITHOUT WHEELS
Without a wheel:
. . . Every motor would cease turning,
. . . No ship would ever leave port,
. . . Not a bicycle would be seen,
. . . No airplane could fly,
. . . Log or sod cabins, tepees or igloos would be our homes,
. . . The carnage of modern war would not exist,
. . . Clocks would be sundials,
. . . Drums, smoke signals or messengers the only long distant communication.
. . . the genie of electricity would not be known,
. . . and water still brought in buckets from a well.
Without the wheel almost every modern convenience, comfort, food supply and transport would cease to exist. Civilization as we know it would return to the basics of the stone-age. Little wheels, big wheels, wheels with gear teeth on their edges or with soft rubber on its rim yet always a wheel.
Wheels from the beginning have made the expenditure of energy much more productive and work accomplished with much less effort. The wheel has made heavy loads light and slow travel swift. How much easier it is to push a wheel than to drag a burden. The wheel has made great factories possible and complex manufacturing a common fact of modern life. The wheel has taken much of the heavy toil out of the work-place.
The wheel has made traveling in most places a pleasure and has made any place in the entire planet within reach of any traveler or tourist.
One day while visiting in the Island of Puerto Rico, a church in the mountains invited me to come and minister to them. They said the service was scheduled at 7:00 pm. Later they added the amazing information that we would have to leave at 8:00 A.M.. "What?" "How far is it?" I asked. "Oh, only a few miles," they answered. "Why do we have to leave so early?" I queried. "Well, because it is a big thing for the mountain people and they have a special dinner planned, and the trail up the mountains is a little crooked, so we thought it best to leave real early and have a good time." They responded.
Being inexperienced and quite naive I expected nothing out of the ordinary. We started at 8:00 in the morning and true enough we did not go many miles, perhaps only six or seven miles out of the city. Then we stopped on the highway where neither church, village nor even a house was in sight.
Leaving the car they took me across the road through a fence on a trail through a meadow and still no church in sight. We walked and walked and walked, till we reached the foot hills. Then we started up the mountain and two more hours had gone by and we were still walking. "Where is this church?" I asked somewhat surprised. "It is just around the shoulder of that mountain you see over there." They replied. So in a half an hour we were around that bulge in the mountain yet still no church, nothing but mountains.
Again I asked, "Where is the church?" They answered, "It is just on the other side of that rock out-cropping you see over there." We arrived at the other side of the outcropping in about 45 minutes and still no church in sight, only more mountains. Then they said that we would be there shortly, (they did not define the word there) and at noon we went down in a valley where a small stream flowed. 'There', I discovered meant a brief stop with no church in sight but where several horses were tethered awaiting us.
Then on horses we started climbing steep mountain paths. Finally, having passed countless way marks, around that bend, past that grove of trees, just over the next hill, etc. at about five in the evening we arrived at a church building with mountains abounding on every side. "Why didn't you tell me it was so far away?" I queried wearily. "We were afraid if we did that you would not come," they meekly replied.
To my surprise the church was full, there must have been three hundred people packed in that mountain building. The amazing thing was that they had come by foot and some as much as twenty-five miles for that one night service.
After the service they all went to a big kerosene drum and filled soft drink bottles about half full of kerosene. Then they put a little rag in the top of the bottle and made a torch. As we descended the mountain in the dark, little torches twinkling like fireflies winking at us from every direction. Over the hills came the sound of music as the homeward bound people sang choruses. The winking torches and the sound of music slowly faded into the night. It was a beautiful sight to be long remembered. I think that no one arrived home before the dawn.
A special service to them was important enough to come all those miles through the mountains, which must have been for some a journey of a day or two. They did not have wheels but they did have deep devotion and they did have feet, so, they walked. I wonder how many Christians would come to church if they lived ten to twenty miles away and did not have wheels to help them. Wheels not only make work easy, they also make it much quicker. They multiply greatly the efficiency and ease for all manner of work.
WHEELS OF REST
The wheels, that Ezekiel saw accompanying the cherubim, represent that there is a rest, and that God’s work is easy for His servants. There is a ceasing from the laborious effort of creature labors and a rest in the anointing of the Holy Spirit. Jesus is quoted as saying in Matthew 11 and verse 29 and 30: "Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and you shall find rest unto your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light."
The servant can begin to enter into the rest of God by not taking the responsibility of success for any work God requires of him. He must assume the responsibility of obedience, but not of success or the results of his labors. Because if one takes the responsibility for the success and is successful then he gets the glory and if he blunders and fails he gets the censure.
The wheels that Ezekiel saw in His vision, always accompanied the fire-creatures. Everywhere they went they moved with the wheels and they went in obedience to the spirit and the wheels made the going with ease. There was no stress, strain, or labor. The right way of entering into the rest of God is to get onto the wheels of the Spirit.
The writer of the book of Hebrews refers to a resting even while working, a ceasing from our own labors while the load runs along on wheels. Hebrews 4:9-10 "There remains therefore a rest to the people of God. For he that is entered into his rest, he also has ceased from his own works." (but not from God's appointed tasks.)
The Spirit of God was in the wheels, and there were four wheels, one for each of the cherubim and each wheel existed and ever turned within the other, making the four as one and the one as four. Ezekiel also observed that the cherubim never went anywhere without the wheels going with them, and that the Spirit of God was in the wheels.
It is true that there is a rest to the people of God, nevertheless, it is difficult fulfill the duties given by God to His servant and not become overly involved in the task. That is when the wheels, that make a work of ease, are forgotten or left behind. The servant must always remember that the work is the Lord's and that He has plans to do that work the right way, the way of ease.
So often the developing servant has the tendency to become so involved in his tasks that he develops anxieties, fear, tensions and stress. Anxiety in God's servant is another word for shoe leather, it means that the servant is walking or running instead of flying on wings and riding on wheels.
Jesus said, "For My yoke is easy and My burden is light." A yoke is a heavy wooden beam that had U-bolts on each end that fastened around the neck of the animal and the oxen would pull against the wooden beam. The yoke joined two working oxen together and thereby made the work easy whereas one ox alone could not have done it. Jesus used this figure of speech to show that any and all of human efforts in the kingdom of God are not to be done alone but working together with Him.
It was many years in primitive history before men discovered wheels. The living creatures Ezekiel saw, ran and returned on straight feet but even so they went everywhere on wheels. Some of God's servants run themselves to exhaustion in their efforts of good deeds and evangelical efforts and church building. They are not even running and returning but just running. How much easier their life will become when they discover that God has provided wheels. The spirit of God in the wheels then caries them and they are working together with God.
WHEELS OF THE SPIRIT
The fact that the Spirit was in the wheels meant that the Holy Spirit was at work in the aspect of the anointing, in the wheels. (What the Spirit filled sons of God refer to as 'the anointing', is when the Holy Spirit becomes active and ready to accomplish some work of grace and mercy in His church.) It is the anointing of the Spirit, accompanying one of His ministers with a flaming heart, that enables him to work wondrous and miraculous works of grace. These works are completely beyond the power of any human efforts without the wheels.
The divinely chosen direction of the Spirit in the fire-creatures and in the wheels can be:
. . . For healing, of sicknesses in the human body,
. . . For the conversion of the soul from sin to salvation,
. . . For deliverance from divers chains and bondages of the devil,
. . . For the light of new revelation of the things of God,
. . . For the many blessings and encouragements so often needed,
. . . For the renewing and reviving of His children,
. . . Or for the working of signs and wonders revealing the reality of God to a doubting people.
In God's work very little can ever be accomplished unless flaming ministers move accompanied by the wheels of the anointing of the Holy Spirit. Only then will their labor be easy and the burden light and the servant of God cease from his own labors and rest in His God.
God revealed to Ezekiel, by the vision of the wheels, that there is a rest in God when the Spirit carries him, so he need not try to carry the work of God by himself. He must learn to let Jesus take the heavy end of the yoke. That does not mean that the servant does nothing, even with wheels working in a car one must still sit there and drive it with care, but, oh how much easier it is than walking.
Of all the tens of thousands of missionaries and workers for God, including everyone that has gone from house to house as well as everyone that has preached from the pulpit or on radio or television; Not one of them has ever saved a soul. Only the Savior can ever do that. Of all the wonderful evangelists that have laid hands on the sick and commanded the healing virtue of Christ to bring healing to the diseased human body; not one of them has ever healed one body. It is written in Zechariah. 4:6 "Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit,' says the LORD of hosts.
It is reported that one of the critics of Dwight Moody, the famous evangelist, was walking with him down the street when they passed by a drunk man lying in the gutter. The critic said, "Look, see that man, he was in your church, he was one of your converts." Moody looked at him and said, “you are absolutely right, because if it was one of God's convert he wouldn't be there."
When the wheels appeared, the fire-creatures moved into another dimension of activity. The wheels demonstrate that the work must be supported and accomplished by the Spirit. It is His work and Christ is building His own church and He grants to His servants the privilege of sharing the work with Him.
Not by power or human might, the work is far too difficult and requires powers and abilities far beyond the human capacities. His work can only be accomplished by His Spirit. Therefore, it is imperative that His servants learn to work with the wheels and be at one with the spirit that is in the wheels. If a developing servant thinks that he is able and qualified and an expert in that field and can do the work by himself, then of course he has no need for the wheels and his work becomes only another work of the flesh. Moreover, such a one can never truly accomplish in reality the work of God.
In the final analysis the great invention of wheels was not first brought about here on earth, rather wheels were invented in heaven a long time ago. The angels are used to using wheels. Perhaps the cherubim discovered wheels. Once they made that discovery what a difference it made. All the discouragements and frustrations formerly felt when trying to do God's work came to an end. God never promised success to His servants but asks obedience to go or come on the wheels.
The government is on HIS shoulders! His anointing and His enabling will be the wheels upon which His appointed tasks can be fulfilled. Wheels, what a wonderful invention! No wheel in all the world was ever made like God made wheels. None of our most beautiful inventions will ever match it.
God's wheels were living things with divine life in their inherent nature. They had eyes inside and out meaning they were full of Light, and God is Light, they had the light of guidance and revelation both outside and inside.
It is the wheels of God that will bring the people of God into the Sabbath of rests. Rest inside as well as outside. On the super highways of today we can swiftly, smoothly and comfortably ride along with little or no effort, because the power of the engine in the wheels is doing all the work. The fire-creatures in spite of all their tremendous fires of intensity went in ease and without sweat. All the needed energy was supplied by the mighty life power operating by the Spirit that was in these wheels.
CHAPTER 17
A WHEEL WITHIN A WHEEL
Ezekiel 10:9 "When I looked behold the four wheels by the cherubim, one wheel by one cherub, and another wheel by another cherub: and the appearance of the wheels was as the color of beryl stone".
Ezekiel 1:16 "The appearance of the wheels and their work was like unto the color of a beryl: and they four had one likeness: and their appearance and their work was as it were a wheel in the middle of a wheel".
Beryl is another name for the Spanish golden topaz, usually found in a golden yellow color close to amber. The apostle John, in his vision, as recorded in the book of Revelation, saw a celestial material similar to Beryl. He said that it had a pure gold like appearance and yet looked also like transparent glass. He saw that even the streets were paved with that same heavenly material.
The same spirit that was in the cherubim was in the wheels. All known spiritual substances in heaven are transparent and/or light emitting. Nothing casts any shadows. Also, spiritual substance seem to have a life of its own, as a tree has life but not animal life, so spiritual substance has life also. The wheels are a graphic paradox of intense activity and at the same time illustrate activity at ease and rest. A man can travel effortlessly and in comparative comfort in an airplane. Yet in the engine of that airplane are mighty turbine wheels; one within another are turning in unimaginable controlled violence. Yet that tremendous activity of power is neither noticed nor realized by the casual traveler.
The wheels of the cherubim existed and operated in a dimension and ambiance of another creation. Ezekiel saw each one of the four wheels beside each one of the cherubs, yet at the same time they were not separated. They were united as the wheels were like wheels within wheels. Obviously such a uniting and yet a separation of material substance is impossible in the world that we call planet earth, but not impossible with spiritual substance in the celestial world. Human logic and the physical laws of earth do not rule in the world of the Spirit or the heavenly realms.
Jesus spoke of the mysterious union of God in Christ, Christ in us and we in Christ. Which is a uniting of three separate and distinct entities yet abiding one within the other at the same time. John 17:21 "that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You; that they also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me."
WORKING FOR, WITH, OR IN GOD
There are three stages of development in which the servant of the Lord works for God. The first level is just that, working, laboring in full energy for God. That is inspiring and admirable but is much labor using abundance of energy. The beginning servant joins the ranks of God's small helpers doing their very best to further the kingdom of God and His church. However, if one stays in that beginning stage too long he will surely wear himself out. More than one inmate of a rest home was once the preacher of a fine church, or an eminent Sunday school teacher or Christian school leader. They have worked so hard, that finally they wear out and give up exhausted.
There is the second level of service in the Kingdom of God in which the Christian worker is quite conscious of his lack of power and capacity for such a herculean task. Therefore, he determinedly and conscientiously seeks the Lord in prayer, beseeching heaven for the much needed help. And God answers that prayer and sends him help in time of need and he finds himself working together with God. Paul speaks of that in 2Corinthians chapter 6 and verse 1 "We then, as workers together with Him also plead with you not to receive the grace of God in vain."
What a rest, what a relief when God's servant finds the wheels and their miraculous, powerful help. What a difference it makes in and for him. He no longer will be working for God but is working through Him and finding the way into Him.
RUTH WORKED FOR, WITH, AND IN BOAZ
The story of Ruth working in the fields of Boaz aptly illustrates the developing servant in those three stages. First Ruth, after the trauma of immigration into a land where people from her race were not welcome, finds herself working hard gleaning the strayed bits of grain scattered here and there in the hot sun in a field of Boaz. Gleaning does not gather much grain because it is picking up the grain that the sharp eyed harvesters overlooked, and if the reapers overlooked too much they would be severely reprimanded by the overseer.
Once in a while one little ear of grain would fall and the gleaner would find it and pick it up and put it in a little bag. Perhaps, after a long day's work, when her gathered grain was actually threshed out the gleaner might gather a pint, hopefully enough to take home to have a good supper. Gleaning was hot back breaking work. Ruth was gleaning with all her heart, thankful that she could do something to make her new life in Israel worth while. Slothful she was not.
In the late forenoon she had a very interesting interview with Boaz the youthful owner. In that interview much is revealed about the spirit and attitude of Ruth as well as Boaz. (In scripture typology Ruth is a type of the bride of Christ and Boaz is a type of Christ). As the result of that interview Boaz invited Ruth to have lunch with him.
The result of the luncheon together, was that after she had gone back to the menial work of picking up bits of grain, one here and a broken head of grain way over there, Boaz decides to help Ruth without her knowing and told his reapers to let fall handfuls on purpose and let her go right up to the very sheaves to glean and not reproach her. Ruth had been working in the field of Boaz but was really working for herself as well as gleaning His field.
Ruth was working with the mysterious help of Boaz. He was making the grain come to her hand to facilitate her harvesting. He was providing the way and opening the doors, without her asking for it. And for the afternoon of labor she had a garnered half a bushel of grain. The invisible help of Boaz made an enormous difference by the time the day was over.
After a period of time Ruth married Boaz, the owner of the field, and after that she never went forth into the harvest field again to glean for her supper. The servants of the owner brought all the grain to her that she ever wanted. She was now the wife of the owner and the sharer of his possessions as well as his affections. He would see to it that his beloved never lacked nor ever labored in the hot sun of his fields again.
At first the cherubim was seen working for God, then, following the baptism of fire they were running like lightning with wings transposing power to their feet, then they found the wheels. The wheels that are the life that is hid with Christ in God, the Holy Spirit of anointing like flames of fire energizing the wheels made their work effortless.
Zechariah 4:6 . . . "This is the word of the LORD to Zerubbabel: 'Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit,' says the LORD of hosts."
The same substance the same spirit that was in those creatures was in the wheels. Now the cherubim had moved into His Spirit, they had become his substance and everywhere they went from then on the wheels went with them.
Far back at the beginning of creation there were six days in which the Creator created, then there was a day of rest. The writer of the book of Hebrews tells us that there is a rest to the people of God. The word rest is the plural of sabbath. There is a whole long period of Sabbaths. Just sabbath after sabbath after sabbath for the people of God. However, before the Sabbaths come the servant has to get through his six days of labor.
The heavy dreary laboring is over, but the divine orders are not over. The commands of God are still there but the developing servant has come to the end of himself. That is a wonderful place to come.
The developing servant will know that he is getting to the end of himself and his own labors when he practices less praying and more worshiping. In some cases the servant is so self sufficient that just a little help from the Holy Spirit is required because his little gleaning helpers think that they are doing just fine as they are. These striving people should just find the wheels and get to the place where they are yoked together with Him. The place where they are in Christ and Christ is in them, a wheel within a wheel.
The spirit in the flaming creatures and the spirit in the wheels was one and the same Spirit. They were united, they were in the fire and fire in them, the fiery presence of God permeated them all. All that those servants accomplished was by the simple but all powerful ministry of the presence of God. The all pervading presence of God just being there reaches out to the need of the one whose cry is heard by the divine ear. The more God manifests His inimitable presence, the more things will get done.
He does His work in hearts and lives so wondrously, He does not make a great big show of it, no pyrotechnics, no thundering display of lightening bolts He just releases the divine word and lo, the need is met and the deed is done and the heart of the needy is again at rest.
The servant working in the power of the gifts of the spirit will be more exciting and stimulating. The gifts are truly wonderful and will also do wondrous things. They will work deliverance, miracles, and healings. Those signs and wonders will convince the doubting mind awaken the slumbering conscience and cause the lonely heart to know that there is a God that He is real, and that He cares and came to them.
With all the wonders and infinite grace the gifts demonstrate, there is yet the incomparable ministry of the Spirit Himself, performed through the irresistible power of the divine Presence. That is the ministry of the fire-creatures flying with the Spirit in the wheels.
There is a story told of the ministry of the well known evangelist Charles G. Finney. One day, Mr Finney, went to a large factory, having been invited by the owner to visit his establishment. As Mr Finney was walking through the weaving section where many people were working, the machines began to stop one after another as he passed by them. When Mr Finney and the owner had walked half way through they looked back and about half the workers were on their faces crying out to God for forgiveness and mercy. The owner feeling also the power of that wondrous presence, stopped the entire mill and Rev. Finney held a service right there. A great revival broke out in that city that had begun in the weaving mill that morning. Mr Finney, with a heart of flaming fire just walked through the mill; But what a difference took place as he walked on a wheel within a wheel.
There was no conscious or hidden effort. No strain or stress, nevertheless, there was a flow, there was that inimitable, and irresistible essence of almighty God. It was that mysterious substance, that beryl, that topaz, that amber, that transparent gold, that something indefinable. It is the very essence of the presence and the nature of God.
CHAPTER 18
SO HIGH THEY WERE AWESOME
Ezekiel 1:18 "As for their rings, they were so high that they were awesome; and their rings were full of eyes round the four of them."
LET'S BRING GOD DOWN?
There was a frightening dreadfulness an awe to the heights of the outer fringes of the wheels filled with the Spirit of God; and a light-power within that enabled them to see all things great or small at all times in all conditions.
There is a desperate desire in rebellious sinful man to escape from the accompanying wheel and their all-seeing faculties. Man prefers darkness to light even though he knows that those eyes see as well in darkness as in light, because those eyes are like lamps of fire.
Earthly man, has very limited knowledge of God, or His ways and His heavens. Although both earth below and heavens above speak of His wondrous power, wisdom, and glory, still the human mind sees as looking through a dark glass. Therefore, men see very little and comprehend even less of the celestial world.
Isaiah saw the Lord in vision and saw something concerning that dreadful height. In the book of Isaiah chapter 6 and verse 1, he wrote " . . . I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and his train filled the temple."
Any true concept of the Almighty Sovereign of the Universe in the western civilized culture, (if we can call it such) is indeed minimal at best. Sophistication, high-tech science, and social-political niceties, plus the unbeliever’s deep fear have created the desperate desire to eliminate God from their minds and lives. Modern men have done their utmost to throw out of their minds even the admittance that God exists. If they had the power they would dethrone God and cast Him out of His heavens, because their hatred of God and His ways of righteousness is implacable.
Modern social mores are founded on the premise that all men are created equal, even though, admittedly some men are more equal than others. That philosophy all too often translates into, "I think I am just as good as he is if not a little better. Just because he is a little bit more up in the world than I, it is only because he had a better break in life, or he had the right friend at the right time, or . . .(and the list goes on)
However, Paul wrote in the book of Romans chapter 13 and verse 7, "Render therefore to all their due: fear to whom fear, honor to whom honor." The social-political culture of today allows little honor even to their presidents or rulers.
Any unhappy newspaper reporter can drag his rulers down into the mire of innuendo or half-true gossip with impunity. Therefore, it is especially difficult for a society with such unethical and unprincipled philosophy of life to have a right concept of kings, presidents or rulers; and such a society has a hard time even obeying laws.
The western world believes that individual human instinct for goodness is a sufficient guide for morality. Under such base premises of deportment man is willing to live in his depraved, corrupt and reprobate mindedness. He prefers its accompanying evil practices and insecurity rather than recognize and accept the sovereign rights of the rightful King and Creator. This King’s name is Righteous, His nature is Holy, His throne is established in justice and reaches into such heights it becomes dreadful to the observer.
SCREAMING POWER
When working in a large saw mill I saw raw screaming power for the first time. Huge pine logs five and six feet in diameter and twenty or more feet long were forced through a huge band saw with teeth on both sides at ninety miles an hour. The thundering screaming demise of that log was astounding. The awesome release of earth-quaking energy belittled the beholder and made him realize he was but a puny powerless earthling. Tremendous unmeasured energy, screaming raw power manifested in irresistible unlimited energy instills the sense of dreadfulness in a puny mortal.
We live in a society where great powers and forces are neatly controlled, balanced, and packaged. Just to think, that as we are comfortably ridding in an automobile traveling at 70 miles per hour, there is a motor where crude explosive power is constantly released. Power, if not contained, would blow both the car and its occupants into bits and pieces. Meanwhile the occupants sit, almost like at home on the liviing room sofa, relaxed, untroubled and hardly conscious of the fulminating energy working for them.
HIS POWER CONCEALED
It is hard for humans to properly evaluate God and His ways. There is a tendency to belittle God and all He does; Because He hides His workings and makes His laws work smoothly and effortlessly. That is fortunate else otherwise unleashed and uncontrolled energies would frighten us out of our minds.
Man has the tendency to think of the Creator's works as small and His power minimal. Until the day the great energies of nature are released in a tornado, a hurricane or an earthquake and suddenly man hastily retreats into his finite frailty.
HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS
When we speak of the wondrous works of God's mercy and grace we camouflage them with words like, miracle, mystery or some similar word that has little meaning. We testify of His mercies and say, "Yes, God touched me and healed me it was a real miracle." So casual it is, as if a hummingbird flew into our garden and fed from one of the feeders we had placed there. How frightening it would have been if one's eyes had been opened to see into the invisible and take in what really happened in the unseen world. He would see a mighty angel of light do an instant, bloodless, speed-of-light operation in a human body and would probably faint out of fright.
How little is realized that a miracle has involved the divine hosts of God committed to fight the devils of destruction and disease. Intricate and powerful forces are involved in a miracle of healing and high celestial beings are at work. God does not even let us sit in as spectators in the invisible as He works. As Ezekiel observed, the sight of such ultra high things would be dreadful.
"So high they were dreadfully awesome." A dread came on Ezekiel just to see the immensity of their height. That was not merely physical height. There was something else involved that made it so dreadful. For instance many wild animals manifest discomfort when a man stares at them, or even gets too close to them. The presence of a human is dreadful to them, causing them to fear and flee or attack in anger. Ezekiel felt a dread like that when the myriad of eyes from such an enormous height looked at him.
There is something about enormity that humbles man and causes him to realize his pygmy size in the scale of creation. To stand by the rolling waves at the seashore or rest at the feet of a towering mountains such as the Jungfrau in Switzerland cannot but cause one to realize his smallness and insignificance.
David was gazing into the starry heavens one night when He wrote in Psalm 8:3-4 "When I consider Your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, which You have ordained; What is man, that You are mindful of him? and the son of man, that You should visit him?"
Such were the feelings of Ezekiel when he saw the enormity of the wheels with their myriad of eyes that gave them immensity of light and illumination. "So high they were dreadfully awesome," Said Ezekiel as he contemplated those enormous wheels full of eyes.
The enormous height Ezekiel saw in a vision, was not so much the altitude that can be measured in feet and yards, but a height of light and understanding in the spirituals and in the heavenlies that reached into the unlimited regions of God. The enormous number of eyes gave Ezekiel the sense of such penetrating sight and vigilance that any thought of deception, fraud, or camouflage was unthinkable.
Nevertheless, finite man made of flesh that soon returns to the dust from which he came, dares to lift up his anger against God, cursing Him trying to wipe His name off of earth. In enmity, carnal men try to sting Him with words, and hurt Him with in every way he can invent.
That same man does not gently remove a mosquito that sits on his arm and seeks to bite him, he definitely is not mindful of that little mosquito but will smite him without mercy. But David wondered and said, "What is man that God is mindful of him." For God in unfathomable mercy causes the sun to shine on the unjust as well as the just. He makes the crops to grow for the unbeliever as well as for the saint.
So high, so filled with eyes, it was dreadful. Jeremiah, the prophet wrote in his book; Jeremiah 23:24 "Can any hide himself in secret places so that I cannot see him? says the LORD. Do not I fill heaven and earth? says the LORD". Those countless eyes, all looking at Ezekiel from every direction was dreadfully awesome to him.
David was moved to consider his overwhelming thoughts of the sovereign power, wisdom and knowledge of the Creator. Thoughts that humbled him and made him realize his smallness before the Almighty God.
He wrote in Psalm 139:1-6: "O LORD, You have searched me and known me. You know my sitting down and my rising up; You understand my thought afar off. You comprehend my path and my lying down, And are acquainted with all my ways. For there is not a word on my tongue, But behold, O LORD, You know it altogether. You have hedged me behind and before, And laid Your hand upon me. Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; It is high, I cannot attain it."
Again, in his contemplation of the greatness of God, David asks in Psalm 139:7-12, Where can I go from Your Spirit? Or where can I flee from Your presence? If I ascend into heaven, You are there; If I make my bed in hell, behold, You are there. If I take the wings of the morning, And dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, even there Your hand shall lead me, and Your right hand shall hold me. If I say, 'Surely the darkness shall fall on me,' even the night shall be light about me; Indeed, the darkness shall not hide from You, But the night shines as the day; The darkness and the light are both alike to You."
As earthlings we walk and live amongst our fellow pygmies in our human world and tend to think we are great and wise and accomplish great deeds. We fail to realize that we understand things but superficially at best and that in truth we are small and relatively insignificant in the infinite universe about us.
Unless the eyes are opened to see into the invisible world, as were the eyes of Ezekiel, men on earth are quite unaware of the mighty forces, energies, accomplishments and incomprehensible powers that operate around us, and yet all the while remain outside of our sphere of vision.
CONFRONTATION IN THE INVISIBLE
Daniel went to the side of the river where he sat praying as he wept and meditated over and over. The sun rose and set, the evening stars rose as normal, everything was just like always, except one tremendous thing of which Daniel was completely unaware. There was a tremendous war in the heavenlies above him. A war initiated in Daniel's behalf because he was praying.
The angelic hosts under the leadership of Gabriel were sent on a errand to answer Daniel's prayer, as they went they encountered severe opposition from the powerful spiritual evil rulers of the land of Persia. Meanwhile Daniel, all unconscious of the battle high above him, was praying quietly by the river. All the mighty warring forces were contained in their own invisible world.
What weapons they used Gabriel did not tell but it is quite probable that they used of the same weapons given to the saints on earth use. Weapons such a high praises, unyielding faith, absolute obedience, unmovable allegiance and adoring worship. Such weapons wreak great damage in the heart of proud followers of the prince of Persia. While this tremendous battle for supremacy over Persia continued the very heavens echoed and reechoed in their shouts and war-cries; but Daniel heard not even a ripple of sound in his quiet retreat.
Daniel actually had no idea what was going on, he had no inkling of a horrendous battle that was being fought above him. All this angelic confrontation was so Daniel could receive an answer to his prayer. That prayer was a prayer that God had put into his heart and required an answer. That prayer involved the revelation of the future of those ruling forces of Persia for the next two hundred years. It also involved the loss of their power so that the Persian kings would turn loose their Jewish slaves so they could return to Israel and build up Jerusalem again.
That battle in the heavenlies continued so fiercely that the great Michael, the Archangel, had to come himself and lend a hand to help Gabriel and his forces rout the demonic opposition. They were not only soon routed but altogether deposed and other rulers took their place.
THE GREATEST POWERS ARE HIDDEN
Daniel, after he saw a vision of spiritual things, writes in chapter 8 and verse 27 in his book, "I Daniel fainted, and was sick certain days; . . . I was astonished at the vision, but no one understood it." He fainted, he was sick and was astonished simply because saw into the heavenly realm.
If a man went into a big telephone exchange and saw the maze of wires, computers, machines and towers, he would be so confused that he would not even try to make a call. Yet one never troubles himself about the sophisticated telephone process, he just picks up the phone and calls the wanted party. Daniel was calling on heaven and waited patiently twenty-one days for his call to go through.
God works in the heavenlies where the mighty powers and energies of the Almighty fulfill His works. On earth all is calm and serene. Nevertheless, when one is given like Ezekiel to see into the invisible, the workings of God are so high they appear dreadful.
The sons of the Prophets in Jericho saw only a small whirlwind picking up dust off the desert floor when Elijah was translated to heaven. However, Elisha, whose eyes were open could see into the invisible. There he saw the tremendous flaming chariot of fire and the flaming winged horses accompanying the mighty wind of the Spirit sweeping Elijah into the celestial world. Every work of God, every operation of the Holy Spirit in the anointing, is a work of tremendous sovereign power and limitless energies in the eternal realm.
A simple prayer may involve heavy fighting for every angel that brings the answer from God. It is most common that when one sets himself to pray for a specific need, that suddenly the spiritual ambient goes heavy and cold. One may sing all the way to church, yet when he sits down in the pew, all of a sudden the song has evaporated from the heart the things of God grow distant and dim.
In a revival in a Chinese orphanage under the leadership of H. A. Baker, Many of those uneducated orphan children were given visions of things taking place in the present yet invisible world. They saw when a service began the chapel filled up with devils and then as the people prayed and their faith arose, the angels came down and began to help them fight against the demons.
They also saw how the angels fought for and with them using the same weapons of praise and faith. Maybe a half an hour would go by like that with the devils shouting defiance, anger, and hatred. They threatened the angels with clubs and spears and swords, but the angels continued praising, believing and waiting.
Then, all of a sudden there would come a ray of purest shining light from the throne of God, often accompanied with a word of high command and all the devils were immediately thrown out of the chapel and the presence of God came in. Those children saw this type of spiritual battle many times. Others present did not see the battles taking place yet were very conscious of what was going on in the invisible realm.
The rings of the wheels of the Spirit were turning in the high anointing and the voice they heard brought encouragement and victory and instruction. It was the same voice that thundered from Sinai, saying "You shall and you shall not." It was same voice that spoke at Jordan, "This is my beloved son in whom I am well pleased." It was the same voice that spoke to the paralytic in the house with the broken roof and said, "Son, be of good cheer, your sins are forgiven." There is only one God who speaks with a voice accompanied by mighty powers and unimaginably high energies.
The crowd of gawking people had very small concept of what was taking place that day as they stood and watched the Savior, saving the whole world on the cross. If their eyes had been open to be able to see into the invisible they would have seen such an immensity of turbulence and clash of titanic spiritual forces as was never seen on earth before or since. Those mighty wheels were rolling so high that they blocked out the light of the sun. The earth beneath groaned and trembled beneath the mighty tread of the Conqueror rushing into battle as little David ran to meet Goliath. Angels rejoicing in triumph charged swiftly into the temple and tore the separating veil apart to let the way to the glory of the Mercy Seat open to one and all who would approach to it.
The wondrous result of that mighty triumph was the release of His power so that He could say to every poor sinner who would come to Him, paralyzed by their sins, "Son/daughter, be of good cheer your sins which are many are forgiven, go in peace."
The Lord is the Almighty King, wonderful and high and lifted up and His throne high above all the heavens. He is the Lord, mighty in battle. He is high and glorious and in His majesty He sits and reigns on the throne of the universe.
That same God with the same voice that spoke the worlds into existence will yet do greater things when: 1Thessalonians 4:16-17 "For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord."
CHAPTER 19
FULL OF EYES
Ezekiel 1:18 "As for their rings, they were so high that they were awesome; and their rings were full of eyes round the four of them."
Ezekiel 10:11 "When they went they went upon their four sides, they turned not as they went, in the direction the head looked that way they went. They turned not as they went and their whole body, their backs, their hands, their wings and their wheels were full of eyes round about their rims."
Revelation 4:6 "And before the throne there was a sea of glass like unto crystal: and in the midst of the throne, and round about the throne, were four living ones full of eyes before and behind.
Verse 8 And the four living ones had each of them six wings about him; and they were full of eyes within: and they rest not day and night, saying, Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, which was, and is, and is to come."
LIGHTED ONES
Eyes are for perceiving light and symbolize spiritual perception, discernment, understanding and insight. These wondrous living beings, the cherubim, the fire-creatures, had eyes that could see and perceive in every direction, before and behind, up or down, without and within. On earth, the two eyes of the natural man can only see ahead and without. When God gives spiritual eyes in regeneration the Christian begins to have light and sight into the spiritual world. Then in the process of development and spiritual growth the grace of sight and light increase, and eyes to see within are also given.
These increasing abilities are gracious gifts of God, the Father of Lights. Darkness in any area of human existence remains until a gift of Light is given and another eye added to be able to see into that which before was obscure. James, the brother of Jesus writes in his book in chapter 1 and verse 17: "Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and comes down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning."
Eyes that are opened into the realm of the invisible are gifts of Light from the Father of Lights that are first given when the soul is regenerated in a new birth. These eyes are precious gifts that are given by the Spirit of God to discern and perceive that which cannot be seen with the two natural eyes people are born with. Eyes in the spirit are an inheritance given to regenerated sons of God. The eyes of the spirit have the ability to receive and interpret the light that floods the eternal world. The realms of light that are forever lighted by the eternal light flowing from the Lamb of God on the Throne.
With his spiritual eyes opened the lighted ones can see ahead and behind, within and without, things of earth and things of heaven. He will have light upon his pathway even in times of darkness. He will perceive the right way even when paths join and are divergent and deceptive, because the guiding light from within will direct his steps.
When the lying Deceiver, from the realms of Darkness, would attempt to direct the sighted one's steps into a path of deception, he will be able to perceive inward motives and thereby have guidance in truth. The well lighted ones will not be easily deceived by lying tongues or misleading appearances.
The lighted son of God will be able to know when someone who is deceived, or attempting to deceive, comes in a wrong spirit. His eyes will have discernment to penetrate the disguise of falsity and discover the truth and will not be mislead. There is as much need for eyes within, as there is for eyes that see without. Because to be guided aright in truth and understanding it is essential to see both within and without. Eyes that see within also have the ability to see within an adversary when he wears the camouflage of rationality, sympathy, or doubtful questions.
A SEER
1Samuel 9:9 "Formerly in Israel, when a man went to inquire of God, he spoke thus: 'Come, let us go to the seer'; for he who is now called a prophet was formerly called a seer."
In Old Testament days the prophets were called seers, as were Samuel, Gad, Amos and many others. That was because their spiritual eyes were opened and they could see into the invisible world both ahead into the future and behind into the past. In fact, the true prophetic gifts involve the ability to see and perceive things that on the surface are imperceptible or even deliberately hidden.
The fact that the old prophets were called Seers is significant, as it clearly indicates that there were men that had knowledge and understandings beyond the realm of the superficial and the material. They could see where the sight of the natural eye cannot penetrate.
The gift of prophecy and of a prophet to the world and to the church would not be possible without eyes to see where others could not see. Sons of God, born into the kingdom of heaven, need the gift of added eyes to be able to walk and live in the kingdom of Light.
The Apostle Paul, one of the lighted sons of God, wrote in his letter to the Ephesian church in chapter 5 and verse 8, "You were in times past darkness, but now you are light in the Lord: walk as children of light." Later, the Apostle John wrote to the Christian church in his first Epistle chapter 1 and verse 7: "But if we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin."
Centuries earlier Solomon declared in his proverb written in chapter 29 and verse 18:
"Where there is no vision, the people perish." (King James version)
"Without prophecy the people go without guidance or restraint." (Spanish translation)
"Where there is no vision the people run wild." (Berkeley version)
Without a prophetic vision the people have no direction. No guidance. They have not their eyes open, they are not lighted ones. They walk about in the kingdom of heaven as Christians that are as yet blind and walk in darkness. John, in his first epistle writes of such ones in chapter 2 and verse 11: "He that hates his brother is in darkness, and walks in darkness, and knows not where he goes, because that darkness has blinded his eyes."
Blind people are in pathetic misery, if they walk in their darkness, falling and stumbling is their lot. They must depend on the light in others to guide them in unaccustomed places. The blind man needs to have his eyes opened to know where he is walking. In Psalm 119:105 the psalmist wrote, "Your word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path." Of what good is a light on a path to a person who does not have eyes to perceive light.
One of the great blessings of today's science is the surgery that can restore sight to eyes blinded by cataracts. The surgeon gives the blessed gift of light to those once bound in the prison of darkness.
One of the works Jesus said that He was sent to do was to bring light to the blind ones. In that beautiful quotation from the prophet Isaiah, Jesus, in Luke 4 and verse 18, declared a wonderful work He was sent to do in the power of the Spirit, and that was to recover the sight to the blind. He said, "The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because He has anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; He has sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind".
In the book of Numbers chapter 24 and verse 3, it is written of the prophet Baalim that he began his prophecy by saying of himself, "the man whose eyes are opened." In other words as a seer he could see into the invisible realms. Perhaps in a vision, intuition, or penetrating perception. These are all ways of spiritual acumen that the spirit of God would give unto His sons.
FULL OF EYES
The cherubim themselves not only had eyes before and behind but they had eyes in their hands, in their feet, and in their wings, it seems that they had eyes everywhere. Their hands were guided with great insight enabling them to know where, when and how to minister the graces and gifts of the Holy Spirit. The eyes in their feet kept them from stumbling and guided them on the right path.
Ezekiel was deeply impressed with this strange feature of being 'full of eyes', not in the least like earthly human beings. How much more developed and enriched these glorified servants of God will be. The glorified ones will not stumble about as they did when in their earthly undeveloped state. The wonderful significance of those countless eyes is that they had total perception, discernment, knowledge and wisdom.
Paul prayed for the Ephesian church, and scribed it in his Epistle to them in chapter 1 and verses 17 and 18: "That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him: the eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that you may know what is the hope of his calling, and what is the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints." Paul recognized that they had eyes but they were not yet developed enough to be able to see or know very much. He was praying for their eyes to be opened to see into the realm of the Spirit.
Saint Mark tells how that when Jesus was taking ship with the disciples they had forgotten to take bread with them and Mark quotes Jesus as charging them in chapter 8 and verses 14 through 18 saying, "Take heed, beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and of the leaven of the Herod, and they reasoned among themselves, saying "it was because we have no bread;" But Jesus, being aware of it, said to them, "Why do you reason because you have no bread? Do you not yet perceive nor understand? Is your heart still hardened? Having eyes, do you not see? And having ears, do you not hear? And do you not remember?"
"Having eyes, do you not see?" That is what Paul was concerned about with the Ephesian church and that is the reason why he prayed that their eyes might be opened. We are born with eyes as humans, but we see more with our brains than with our eyes. The newborn baby sees little or nothing at first.
Some animals are born with eyes but they are not open. It takes several days for their eyes to come open. They have eyes but they do not see, and so it was with the disciples they had eyes but had no perception.
Jesus was trying to tell them that they were not hearing what He was really saying, neither were they understanding what He meant. He questioned whether their heart was still hardened. According to those words, Jesus was saying that a hard heart, like a cataract, hinders the spiritual eyes from seeing. The heart not tender and broken is what hinders perception and understanding. It has not yet come to that place of tenderness, brokenness and surrender.
William Law, the eminent eighteenth century mystic-theologian whose eyes were open both inside and out, said that the heart is broken when all strongholds are broken; then the false coverings are taken off and the inward eye opened to see all the evil as belonging to itself. The truly broken heart will not point the finger of guilt somewhere else.
The Psalmist David, in his Psalm of repentance, came to realize that the true sacrifices that please God are not a slain lamb or ox, but a broken and contrite heart. David perceived, for he had his eyes opened, and understood that all the sacrifices of animals that he might offer to God could not take away his blood-guiltiness and sin. Psalm 51:17 "The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise."
Tears are not necessarily a sign of a broken heart, in fact they might be a sign of anger, frustration, or self pity; but when the heart is broken, all the hardness is melted, tender, receptive and obedient, and the will become subservient.
The children of Israel provoked God and thereby delayed their entrance into the promised land for forty years. Ten of the twelve spies saw the land through the eyes of unbelief, and their report spread their unbelief throughout the whole congregation.
Moses wrote of that report in the book of Numbers chapter 13 verse 32 to chapter 14 verses 1 to 4: "And they brought up an evil report of the land which they had searched unto the children of Israel, saying, 'The land, through which we have gone to search it, is a land that eats up the inhabitants thereof; and all the people that we saw in it are men of a great stature. And there we saw the giants, the sons of Anak, which come of the giants: and we were in our own sight as grasshoppers, and so we were in their sight.' And all the congregation lifted up their voice, and cried; and the people wept that night. And all the children of Israel murmured against Moses and against Aaron: and the whole congregation said unto them, 'Would God that we had died in the land of Egypt! or would God we had died in this wilderness! And wherefore hath the LORD brought us unto this land, to fall by the sword, that our wives and our children should be a prey? were it not better for us to return into Egypt?' And they said one to another, 'Let us make a captain, and let us return into Egypt'."
The writer of the book of Hebrews speaks of that tragic day when fear destroyed their faith and unbelief took over in their hearts. He unconditionally states that they entered not in, because of their unbelief. Hebrews 3:19 "So we see that they could not enter in because of unbelief."
The same writer also infers that they hardened their hearts that day through their unbelief caused by the deceitfulness of sin and the fears caused by the things their natural eyes saw. The ten spies and the fearful people had no perception or understanding of the mighty hand of their God upon them or His promises to give them that land. Hebrews 3:15 "While it is said, To day if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts, as in the provocation."
Unbelief and disobedience hardened their heart and when the heart is hardened the eyes that should light the way are closed. The ten spies saw through the natural eye and had no chance of victory, or the angelic hosts accompanying them. They remembered not the past miracles of deliverances of Jehovah. Oh, yes, they saw a land filled with the rich blessings of God and they brought back with them great bunches of the grapes of Eshcol; but they also saw only themselves as weak and the armed enemies as invincible. They had only eyes in their heads. They had no eyes or perception in their hands, wings, feet or heart. They lived in a world of darkness through eyes that had been closed by hearts hardened by their unbelief.
Forty years later, Caleb, a man of faith who saw that same land and the mountain filled with giants, but with eyes of faith within. With that vision of faith he asked Joshua to give to him the task of conquering that mountain. He said to Joshua, give me this mountain, I and my family will take it, we will not need any outside help. How different all appears when the inner eyes are opened and the Light from the throne of God illuminates the situation.
The cherubim of Ezekiel were well sighted. They would not go in the dark but whatever direction they went, whatever errand they fulfilled they went in fullness of light because they were full of eyes.
One day in the city of Montevideo in the country of Uruguay, I was walking down a wide street. A man stepped out of a doorway quickly and if I had not leaped away we would have collided. I looked to see what was the matter with this man that was so careless and lo, he was blind. He had not seen me at all. He intrigued me because he was not using a cane and did not wear dark glasses. He went walking down the street briskly and whistling as if he was fully sighted. Evidently he knew that part of the city well having every step memorized. He was walking as well as any sighted person. A passer by would never know that this man was blind. I would not have known it if I hadn't looked him square in the eyes less than one foot distance and saw the total blankness.
He was really putting on a bold jaunty front pretending that he had as much sight as the rest of the people. While he was walking down the street whistling I followed him for two blocks. He was progressing splendidly until he came upon a place where they were repairing the sidewalk. The careless workmen had laid fresh concrete in the walk around which they had tied a little yellow rope about eight inches high to alert anyone walking by.
My unknown friend was walking directly towards that fresh concrete patch with, what would be for him, a yellow trip rope around it. The consequences were inevitable. It was scary to see this bold blind man walking along as if all was well, not knowing he was walking straight towards tragedy.
I knew if I stopped him, it would thrust the reality and the misery of his blindness right back upon him. Although, he was enjoying a few moments free from his darkness I did not dare let him fall into that fresh concrete. So, reaching out and stopping him I explained the situation and lead him around the patch. He thanked me, but, - - it was so sad. He walked on from that point as a blind man. The whistle was gone the jaunty air was gone and he walked near the buildings and touching them as he went. I grieved for him in his disabling darkness.
Sometimes Christians do that, they pretend to be able to see but in reality their eyes have not yet been opened. Unless the heart has been softened and made tender by the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, the eyes of their understanding will not yet have been opened.
David walked along as if nothing was going to happened to him, and then, it happened. Out of the terrible realization of his darkness he understood, his eyes were opened and wrote of the great revelation he had seen. He saw that the Lord does not want sacrifices and offerings, He wants a broken and contrite heart. It is sad to have to fall into a bed of fresh concrete to have one's eyes opened. However, it is better to fall and rise again into a fresh revelation of Light, than to remain in darkness.
Those fire-creatures, luxuriating in the radiance of abundant light had total perception of all things in any direction. Nothing around them in any way could remain unseen. Nothing could be around them unknown. No danger could threaten them unaware. They had eyes to see!
CHAPTER 20
SPIRIT DIRECTED
Ezekiel 1:19-20 "And when the living creatures went, the wheels went by them: and when the living creatures were lifted up from the earth, the wheels were lifted up. Wherever the spirit was to go, they went, there was their spirit to go; and the wheels were lifted up over against them: for the spirit of the living creature was in the wheels. When those went, these went; and when those stood, these stood; and when those were lifted up from the earth, the wheels were lifted up over against them: for the spirit of the living creature was in the wheels."
Evidently there was a most unusual steering system in the wheels that Ezekiel saw. Wheels, used by man, need to be given direction from outside of themselves in order to fulfill the task for which the wheels were made. The wheels, in Ezekiel's vision, were most unique in that they gave their own direction to themselves; and, even more unique was that the wheels always chose the same direction as the fire-creatures.
There existed more than celestial substances in those wheels, there was a spirit within them, and it was the same spirit that was in the cherubim. The same spirit that gave direction to the going of the cherubim gave the same direction to the wheels so that they always accompanied them to the same place at the same time.
The wheels speak of the anointing-power of the Holy Spirit that makes all the works of ministry go with ease. Therefore, the wheels, ever accompanying the cherubim, show that even while working out the directions and purposes of God, those fire-creatures never forsook or abandoned their place of rest in God. All works done in the power of the anointing of the Holy Spirit are done with great ease for the ministering servant no matter how miraculous or how difficult the work might be.
OF ONE MIND
There is a mind of the spirit and the mind that was in the spirit of the cherubim was the same mind that was in the spirit of the wheels. There were not separate minds or separate spirits operating in each wheel and each fire-creature but all were of the same mind and spirit. The Spirit has a mind and a purpose and will flow forth to accomplish that purpose. At the same time the spirit in the servant of God will know that mind and will have one and the same mind with the anointing so that they work together as one.
If there was one mind in the servant of God and another mind in the anointing there would spiritual conflict. The fire-creatures never directed the anointing to go where its own mind or desires might indicate, they went only where the mind of the Spirit purposed and accomplished His desires. They never created the problem of a conflict of interests.
When a servant of God begins to join with the anointing, the wheels of applied power, there often comes a gathering together of people anxious to benefit from that spirit and that power. The poor and needy of the flock have no understanding of the cherubic development in the servant, nor of the spirit and anointing in the wheels. They do not see nor are much interested in the things that remain in the invisible. Their chief interest is the personal benefit they can acquire from them.
Therefore, many people will be angry and even hostile if the mind of the Spirit is allowed to rule in the servant and the wheels. Especially, when the mind of the spirit is diverse from theirs. It is written in the book of Isaiah in chapter 55 and verse 8, "For My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways My ways, says the LORD." Most people cannot accept or comprehend that the mind of the Spirit does not desire the same things, nor think the same thoughts as they do.
Inevitably there will come a clash of interests. The crowd may want the wheels to go in the direction they please, and do the things they desire, but the spirit in the cherub-servant and the spirit in the wheels will ordain another and different direction and purpose. That, of course, makes many people unhappy. Many people try to get God to do what they desire, they want the steering wheel in their hands. They never realize that there is mind of the Spirit.
On several different occasions the multitude of people, which the power and anointing of the Spirit caused to gather around Jesus, became unhappy with His words and actions and left Him and followed Him no longer.
Jesus went to the pool of Bethesda where a great multitude of sick and infirm people waited. They were trying to get into the waters when they were troubled by an angel in order to be healed. Jesus went to one certain man in that crowd who had evidenced no faith nor did he direct a petition to Jesus, nevertheless, Jesus went specifically to him and healed him. Then Jesus turned and walked away and left the same multitude of sick folk there without healing even one more.
Jesus Himself gave the reason for such actions like this when He answered some Jewish rulers who were angry with him for his way of doing things. In the Gospel of John chapter 5 and verse 19 it states, "Then answered Jesus and said unto them, most assuredly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of Himself, but what He sees the Father do; for whatever He does, the Son also does in like manner." In other words, it was not the mind of His Father and the Spirit within Him, therefore, neither was it in the mind of Jesus to work any work to the contrary.
It was the Spirit that gave the guidance. It was not the fire-creatures neither the awesome wheels but the spirit that was in them both that told them where to go and what to do. Where the cherubim went the wheels went also because they were instructed by the same spirit and the same mind. The Holy Spirit Himself was in complete command. The more mature the life of the servant in God, the more surely he will walk and work in the same mind as the Spirit.
THE LOW WAY
Jesus, the Son of the Most High God, the model Servant, walked in great humility and in subjection to the mind of His Father. He is quoted as saying in the book of Matthew, chapter 11 and verse 27: "Take My yoke upon you, and learn of Me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and you shall find rest unto your souls." The very heart condition of the Savior was meekness and lowliness. If anyone had the right to walk and work according to his own mind and desires, it would be Jesus the Son. Nevertheless, that is not the way He lived or walked.
He came to earth in an ordinary human birth and was laid in a stable manger for His crib. "And This shall be a sign unto you," the angels said to the shepherds the night of the Nativity. "You will find the Child laying in a manger and wrapped in swaddling clothes." That 'sign' was the manifestation of the utmost poverty and humility of His birth. He came to earth in the position of lowest of the low. What is more, throughout His whole life on earth that 'sign' never lifted from off His life. Lowliness and meekness accompanied His life from the manger to His borrowed tomb.
The cherubim and the wheels in Ezekiel's vision did not direct the spirit within them but received direction from that spirit. They were not giving orders but obeying orders. They were not telling the spirit within them where to go or what to do but were following the commands of that spirit. Jesus, the model Son, the King of angels, cherubim and all celestial beings, while on earth gave no orders to His Father but was ever guided by His Father in all things he did, said, or places He went. The Spirit of His Father that was upon Him without measure became His constant Guide.
There was never any divergence of either will or desire. He entertained no conflict of interests. He entered into no argument or discussion as to what His works should be. Even in the Garden of Gethsemane when the Spirit was guiding His steps to the dreadful cross, that entailed infinite pain suffering and death, His response was the wondrously meek and lowly reply, "Not My will but Thine be done."
Jesus was not the innovator but the executor of all His wondrous miracles, teachings and works. Jesus clearly stated in John 6:38, "I can of My own self do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and My judgment is just; because I seek not My own will, but the will of the Father which has sent me." And again at another occasion he repeated the same truth in John 5:30 and said, "For I came down from heaven, not to do M own will, but the will of Him that sent me."
THE EASY WAY
Jesus, in His ministry on earth went in the power and anointing directed by the Spirit of the Father within Him. His wings gathered in the Power of the Spirit and His accompanying wheels of the anointing made His works come to pass with ease. He said to the criticizing Jewish rulers the day He pardoned and healed the paralytic let down through the roof, "Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, 'Your sins are forgiven you,' or to say, 'Arise, take up your bed and walk'?"
He spoke of doing an astounding miracle of healing or an impossible work of taking away sins, wonder-works which no man can do, as works of ease, and suggested that one was as easy as the other. This was really ironic as not one of His critics could in any way heal the paralytic nor could they possibly take away his sins. Actually, all the wondrous works and miracles in the life of Jesus were done as He was accompanied by those powerful wheels of quiet rest and energy filled ease.
Jesus invited all of His followers to learn of Him, for His way of working would lead them to inward rest and a life without stress or interior conflict. He was offering to teach all followers who would become His pupils, the way that would lead to rest and peace, even if engaged in great activities or tiring works of mercy.
Throughout His public life, Jesus made abundantly evident that He was led and guided by that inward voice of the spirit. He lived and acted according to the things His inner eyes could see and His ears hear. He was so completely lighted that He called Himself the Light of the world. He said that His followers would also be lighted and would walk in light and not in darkness. John 8:12. "Then spoke Jesus again to them, saying, I am the light of the world: he that follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life."
The perfected servants, the cherubim, that Ezekiel saw, had been true followers of Jesus and had learned from Him the way of light and the way of spirit guidance. They went where the Spirit's mind was to go. They did not take the steering wheel in their hands and say, come on Spirit, come on wheels, this is the way I want to go. The Spirit was the one in complete control. The 'sign' of the spirits of the just men made perfect is that they are those who follow Him and learn to go His way.
It axiomatic of the life of the glorified servant that he is led of the Spirit at all costs, even the cost of reputation or personal gain. A certain servant was invited to speak in a church where only the Russian language was spoken. However, upon arrival, God gave him no message or word for the congregation. When the time came to preach, he was obliged to say to the local Russian pastor, "I'm sorry, I cannot speak because God has not given me anything to say."
The local pastor was stricken with astonishment. He then turned slowly and looked at the congregation and began to speak in Russian. He had not talked five minutes when people began to weep and cry and came to the altar to cry out to God and pray. That was the beginning of a wonderful visitation of God in that church.
After the service the visiting minister, who knew not the Russian language, was told what had happened. The pastor had said to the people, "Friends, God has sent this man all the way from the far South and we are so hard of heart and so far away from God that He will not even give him a word to share with us." It was those few grief stricken words of the pastor that the Spirit of God used to descended upon that congregation with strong conviction of their sinfulness and worldliness. He broke through their walls of resistance and brought them back unto Himself. It was where the Spirit wanted to go and not where His servants might have wanted Him to go.
THEY STOOD
Ezekiel said that the cherubim were fully cognizant of the time, the place and purposes in the mind of the Spirit; and they also were equally knowledgeable of the time to stand still and do nothing but stand still and see the Salvation of the Lord.
That the wheels were needed to bring efficiency and ease to their activities is easily acceptable, but the question arises as to why they needed anointed active wheels in order to stand still? The answer is, that the hardest thing for any creature filled with fire, zeal and power to do, is to stand still and do nothing. Such ones even in their un-glorified state thrive on activity and for them it is hard to just stand.
Elijah stood still for a year by the dwindling brook of Cherith, and did nothing to save dying Israel. Then, he stood still, approximately two more years in the widow's house in Zarephath, again doing nothing; no sermons, no visitations, nothing except stand and wait. He was waiting the expected orders. At the end of three long years the anticipated orders arrived.
When the mind of the Spirit was made known to Elijah he went up to Carmel. He went in the power of the Spirit in His wings and in the anointing of the Spirit in the wheels beside him. There on Mt Carmel He did wondrous works of power that shook the king and the nation. He was three years standing still and getting ready, but only one day in mighty works of power. Then, the orders came to run and he ran, but still in the strength of the wheels and out-ran the kings horses.
Elijah needed the help of the wheels all those three years of standing still in order to build up the strength of his faith. He was not just waiting but was waiting in God and waiting for the next orders. Isaiah 40:31 states, "But they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint."
THE HIGH WAY
Ezekiel noted something else unique about those cherubim and their wheels. When they were lifted up from the earth, the wheels lifted up with them. There are times when there is a lifting up as the eagles. These are moments of revelation, of inspiration, and of encouragement. Those are the times when the heavens are opened and the revelations of God flow forth from the throne with wondrous light and illumination. At those times the wheels are needed in their confirming and supporting anointing-power to under-gird with confirmation.
It not only requires wings but also needs a multitude of wheels to take an enormous airplane high into the air and cause it to fly. Without its wheels it will never be able to leave the ground no matter how strong its wings may be, it cannot lift itself up without the accompanying wheels. There is ever the need for the anointing of the Holy Spirit that reposes in the wheels. The wheels of grace and ease are for the lifting up as well as for setting down, for the forwardness of accomplishments, as well as the rest of renewing.
Charles Spurgeon, that famous pastor of London, said that he could only share with his congregation one-seventh of what he took in from his quiet times of standing still. This meant he had to stand still seven times more than he himself might have needed for his own needs.
It is necessary for the wheels to accompany the sons of God into the quiet times and stand still, as well as for the anointing of the Spirit to help to lift into the highly inspired times. Again the wheels are needed to go with them into the activity times. All three of these situations call for the help of the highly lighted and power-filled wheels of the anointing to: stand still, to lift up into the heights, and to go in the power of the spirit. The spirit within them, full of eyes, full of light, will fully illumine their way. They will ever be in the right place in the right time, to stand still or to go.
There are times for activity and the administering of light and life, then there are times to stand still and listen and wait. Also there are times to rise high in the rarefied air of revelation for instruction and edification. All of which require the fullness of light of the anointing from the myriad of eyes in the wheels and in the cherubim themselves.
RIGHT WAYS
Hosea 14:9 "Who is wise? Let him understand these things. Who is prudent? Let him know them. For the ways of the LORD are right; The righteous walk in them, But transgressors stumble in them."
If one sets out a saucer of honey in their garden on a nice summer day, a bee will soon find it and will load up and go back to the hive. There it will dance the honey dance and bring many other bees with him and they will all load up and go back and forth to the hive until all the honey is gone. Meanwhile, a fly finds the honey and it too loads up with that delight but - - the fly never flies away. It is caught in the stickiness of the honey. The destruction of the fly is not the honey's fault, honey is food, not poison, but the fly nature does not know how to handle honey.
The ways of the Lord are right, that is not the problem, but the transgressors will fall in those 'right ways' because the nature of man in himself knows not the ways of God. Sons of Adam greatly need to become subject to the Spirit's guidance and not try to subject the Spirit to human will or carnal desires.
Suckling babes may be able to order their mother around with their cry; but it does not take many months for them to find out that mother does not order around easily, that is if she is a good mother. The developing sons will soon discover that God is not at their beck and call but they must learn to know His voice, obey His orders and to learn His ways. They will soon discover that it is much better and healthier to go the way He ordains. The sons of God, are led by the Spirit of God.
The cherubim had long before learned to go in the ways of the Spirit. They had acquired eyes to give them light in every direction and in every situation, so that there was no shadow before them, behind them, or around them. Their wings soared in light, their hands worked in light, their feet walked in light, their minds were bathed in light. Therefore, there was no stumbling in the feet of the fire-creatures, no impediment before them in flight, and the ever accompanying wheels turned in smoothness unequaled in their going.
CHAPTER 21
TRANSPARENCY
Ezekiel 1:22 "And the likeness of the firmament above the heads of the living creature was as the color of the terrible crystal, stretched out over their heads."
The word crystal is used to denote a rock hard transparent substance such as quartz. We use the phrase clear as crystal meaning pure and without any imperfection to mar it facilitating light to pass through it unhindered. Any solid substance that permits light to flow freely through itself we call transparent.
Transparency means that a solid material as hard as a diamond, or as solid yet malleable as glass, allows light to flow through without hindrance or shadow. Every celestial substance in heaven is perfectly transparent. There is nothing there that obstructs the flow of light in that land of light. For that reason there will be no shadows there.
Light from the throne flows throughout all heavens with absolute purity. Light of divine quality and of all colors and hues. Heaven, the land and world of light, is in total contrast to the outer worlds of darkness. All lovers of light will rejoice and be glad when they leave forever the land of shadows, darkness and night.
There will be total absence of the shadows of deviousness, deception, half-truths or lies in that land of Light. Lighted truth, in resplendent simplicity, will flow from all lips. In the land of transparency there will be nothing to hide and no place to hide anything. Nothing can remain hidden or concealed there. All inhabitants in the kingdom of light will be lighted and all revealed as to who and what they really are in truth. No dweller in light will wear a mask of pretense, or camouflage of hypocrisy, because the light of divine love that flows in intensity and purity pervades and penetrates all celestial spheres.
TRANSPARENCY RESTORED
In a certain bible school there was a visitation of the Holy Spirit. Deep conviction of sin came into those young hearts as His light of holiness searched every heart. That Divine Presence caused those young men and women to feel great longings for purity and cleansing. They cried out to God for mercy and pardon for their sin in humble confession of sin. The Holy Spirit led them to be washed in the precious blood of Jesus until they stood cleansed in glorious transparency.
At first, it was a terrible, dreadful and fear inspiring glass-like window over their heads that permitted only the blinding light of divine purity and holiness to shine through to them, but now it became an awesome 'crystal clear' window into heaven that revealed the glorious light of love and pardon revealing the reality of a heavenly Father whose heart was filled with the Light of Love.
After a week had gone by, the students discovered as they shared their experiences with one another that they all the same basic weaknesses, faults and problems. Before that time each one had thought that they had to hide these things carefully because if anyone knew about them they would not want to sit beside them at lunch. They did not realize that everyone was thinking the same thing. They all had the same struggles with pride, rebellion, temper and an unruly tongue; and they all had trouble with their flesh and relationships. Although it is true that one manifested more problems in certain areas while others were more troubled in others; but then they found that they could stand open, unafraid and unashamed before man and God in the light flowing from the land of Light upon their lives.
NOAH DRANK WINE
Wine in scripture is a type of the joy of the Holy Spirit, and when Noah drank so much wine that he was inebriated he unclothed himself. Then two of his sons in filial pity, walking backwards, took raiment and covered him. Human nature that is not inebriated with wine always seeks to hide itself in its self-made raiment of goodness.
It is a common denominator of great revivals that the more there is a manifestation of the light of God shining through that 'terrible crystal' there is an irresistible desire to remove all the camouflage robes of self righteousness behind which they had hidden. In deep penitence they remove those robes and stand naked and ashamed before God and the holy angels are sent in mercy to clothe the sinner with the divine robes of pardon, light and divine holiness.
In the book of Zechariah, chapter 3 and verses 1 to 5, the prophet writes of Joshua the high priest standing under that terrible crystal that let through the light from the throne of God. He found that he stood before the Lord with unclean garments. His unclean garments were taken away and an angel re-clothed him in clean raiment.
Zechariah 3:1-5 "There was Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the LORD, and Satan standing at his right hand to resist him. Now Joshua was clothed with filthy garments, and stood before the angel. And he spoke to those that stood before him, saying, 'Take away the filthy garments from him.' And unto him he said, 'Behold, I have caused your iniquity to pass from you, and I will clothe you with a change of raiment.'
And I said, 'Let them set a clean turban on his head.' So they set a clean turban on his head, and clothed him with garments. And the angel of the LORD stood by."
How inexpressibly sweet is the joy and peace that those robes of light give to the penitent. At such times there is such a sense of the holiness and presence of God that no one is shocked if someone else is moved to declare openly what had been hidden within the old rags. Everyone else present is thinking, "O God, I've got that same unclean fault also.
MOSES UNDER THAT CRYSTAL
God is light. He is the light that lights all heavens in the blazing shadow-less purity of eternal holiness. When He draws near to His people they are covered by that crystal window into heaven through which that dreadfully fearful, yet glorious light of holiness will shine upon them. It is the light of the very nature and essence of Almighty God in His flaming fire of holiness that causes that crystal to appear so terrible.
When Moses drew near to the burning bush the voice out of the fire commanded him to stop and not come any nearer because the very ground under His feet was holy. Moses did not know that he was standing under that terrible crystal window that let the piercing unalterable light of holiness stream through unhindered upon him. Moses was terrified and covered his eyes and face with his mantle from the sight of that penetrating light from the throne of the Almighty.
Whenever that transparent crystal stands over the head of a man of God, he will find that seeing into the world of glory-light will be overwhelming in its burning intensity. When that crystal aperture into the heavenlies appeared over the head of Daniel, he was grieved and troubled by the vision and was sick for many days afterward.
When Isaiah looked into the depths of that crystal vision and perceived the glorious light of the holiness of God his very being trembled as if in an earthquake. It appeared to him like the very portal of the door of his heart was smoking with the fire that the vision kindled within him.
When Saul, on the way to Damascus rode up under that terrible crystal, through which that irresistible, blinding light fell upon him, he fell to the ground vanquished in total surrender. All the rage and vengeful fury against Jesus and His followers fled his being. His rebellion was transformed into the submission of a believer, his fury into the zeal of an apostle, and his Hebrew ardor into a missionary fervor to testify of the truth of Jesus to all the world. All this on account he stood under this terrible crystal and saw through its transparency, the frightening truth in the vision of Jesus the Christ, the Son of God.
THE CROSS
That crystal appeared one terrible yet glorious day with dreadful clarity of revelation light. It occurred over a place called Golgotha. Its transparency revealed the true nature of the Triune God as never before. On that day God Himself let both the world of men and of angels see into His very heart. With the profound purity of transparency, the truth of infinite love and the reality of measureless grace were revealed. There, in dreadful yet glorious wonder, God sacrificed Himself on the cross for the redemption of the fallen, helpless and forlorn race of the sons of Adam.
The redeemed and glorified sons of God throughout eternity as they stand before the throne, will also be standing under that canopy of the dreadful, but awesome crystal. Through that crystal they shall look and see the ever unfolding wonders of God and His grace and the glorious works of His hands.
Throughout all eternity that crystal window of the cross will allow the light of ever unfolding revelation to shine. In its translucent color of scarlet it will reveal ever more clearly the nature, essence and truth of God Himself. The riches of His grace shall be revealed ever more largely in all the ages to come.
Transparency is not a welcome word on earth, men cannot tolerate it. The sons of Adam hide many secret things in the dark recesses of their hearts where the prying and malicious eyes of their fellows cannot see. The very thought of heart-transparency is frightening. All men, to a more or less degree, love darkness and the precious ability to hide from all others the sad, shameful, or hurting secrets of their life.
If that terrible crystal ever comes to rest over the head of a person, he not only will see through it into the land of light and purity, but will also find that in that piercing light it is not possible to find a place in which to hide. That light of truth and righteousness penetrates through the most opaque wall of silence and self defense until all and every secret of the heart is clearly seen.
Transparency may seem terrible in its heart-searching, but at the same time it is wonderful in its power to transform and purify. It can purify and transform even the most rebellious of hearts. When the flaming light burning through that Crystal has done its purifying work, the crystal no longer terrifies but becomes glorious in the visions it brings to the eyes of the redeemed sons of God.
Transparency is God's desires for the state of being of all His family. Transparency is a well loved word of Beulah land, and an ever pleasing delight of the land of eternal light. David longed for and requested that God would send that terrible crystal to abide over his head.
Psalm 139:23-24 "Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts: and see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting."
CHAPTER 22
THE VOICE OF THE ALMIGHTY
Ezekiel 1:24 "And when they went, I heard the noise of their wings, like the noise of great waters, as the voice of the Almighty, the voice of speech, as the noise of an host: when they stood, they let down their wings."
A sound unlike any sound on earth was made by the wings of those fire-creatures when they went with their wings. As the wind of the spirit passed through the wings of faith and praise it was like a great voice uttering intelligible speech. A prophetic word flowing from the Spirit and passing through the wings of the fire-creatures.
Wings transpose power from the Spirit unto a given operation just as natural wings take power from the air and empower the bird to fly. Wings in the natural world make their own peculiar sound when working, they are not silent.
Airplanes, if they fly fast enough, will make a sonic boom that sounds like an explosion. Pilots have to be careful when they flying over cities or heavily populated areas.
The wings that Ezekiel was observing, were making a noise, roaring, crashing, like the sounds of great waters, like the sound of waves of the sea when they are tossed by stormy winds onto the shore. The sound of the fire-creature's wings also sounded to Ezekiel like the powerful voice of the Almighty when He utters forth His voice on earth.
When the Almighty spoke to Moses and the children of Israel it sounded like deafening and frightening thunder; Again, when God publicly and audibly approved of His son the people thought that it thundered. In John 12:28-29 "Jesus said, 'Father, glorify thy name.' Then came there a voice from heaven, saying, 'I have both glorified it, and will glorify it again.' The people therefore, that stood by, and heard it, said that it thundered: others said that an angel had spoken to Him."
The wind of the Holy Spirit when it moves through anointed wings of faith is far from silent. On the day of Pentecost the Holy Spirit came to earth to reside and be with men as another comforter who was sent to replace Jesus after He ascended. That wondrous day the Holy Spirit did not come in silence.
The hundred and twenty disciples, plus a multitude of witnesses, testified that His coming sounded like the sound of a great tornado-like wind. Their actual words as recorded in Acts chapter 2 and verse 2 are: "And suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting." The amplified version translates that phrase, "like the rushing of a violent tempest blast."
When the wings of the anointing take power from the air of the Spirit the power of speech is given and a voice is heard. The winds have a voice. The word 'voice' in Greek, is 'rhema'. The voiced or spoken word of God.
Paul when speaking in the anointing spoke in the voice of 'rhema' to king Festus before being sent to Rome and said, "I am not mad, most noble Festus; but speak forth the words (rhema) of truth and soberness." Acts 26:25 The Greek word, 'Rhema', exclusively means a word that is spoken by the voice of living person. It is a word very narrow and limited in its field of meaning and can be expressed in no other way or means save by speech. Evidently Paul had spread his wings and was moving in the anointing of the Spirit.
Peter also moved in the power of his wings from time to time. Luke wrote in Acts 10:44 about Peter when he was in the house of Cornelious stating that as he was speaking, the Holy Ghost fell on all them which heard the word (Greek translation here is 'Rhema').
God speaks directly through human vessels. Paul and Peter at times went on their wings of the Spirit and the voice of the Almighty was heard. Maybe it did not sound like the voice of many waters to human ears but without doubt the ears of the devil heard the strong terrifying thunder of the voice of the Almighty in their ears.
Humans are very dull of hearing and usually can only hear speech from a human voice. However, to those that have inner ears to hear, there is a noise of many waters when the voice of the Almighty comes forth through His servants and prophets.
According to the apostle Peter, the prophets of old also had wings, they could go in the Spirit and had the ability to speak the 'rhema' the word of God. It sounded forth like the voice of the Almighty and prophetic words flowed forth from them as they went on their wings.
In 2Peter 3:2 it states, "That you may be mindful of the words (rhema) which were spoken before by the holy prophets and of the commandment of us the apostles of the Lord and Savior."
Wings are the only means of transport into the spirituals, and have sensors that can sense the flow of the celestial thermal winds and breezes. They can capture the power of the winds of the Spirit and transfer it to the hands for ministry but they can also generate the noise of the voice of the Almighty and produce audible speech.
When the Holy Spirit descended on the disciples on the day of Pentecost He not only came in the noise of tempestuous wind but also caused His voice to be heard loudly in speech through the lips of every one of the hundred and twenty believers upon whom He had descended.
In Acts chapter 2 and verse 4, Luke writes, "They were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance." It is stated very clearly that the noise of the Holy Wind blowing upon those disciples of Jesus came forth in speech and in a variety of tongues and languages.
Had spiritual eyes been opened in the many visiting observers, as were the spiritual eyes of Ezekiel, what wonders they would have seen. On that tremendous day of Pentecost, there was a mighty stirring of power and noise from the newly acquired wings of the disciples in the upper room.
Later, on that very day, Peter, rising on his wings of the Spirit soared up into the heavenlies and the speech of the mighty overpowering 'rhema' of God was heard by thousands of hearers present who were smitten by the noise of the spirit in the going of those wings.
WHICH IS EASIER
Mark 2:8-12 "And immediately when Jesus perceived in his spirit that they so reasoned within themselves, he said unto them, 'Why do you reason these things in your hearts? Which is easier, to say to the sick of the palsy, your sins are forgiven; or to say, arise, take up your bed, and walk? But that you may know that the Son of man has power on earth to forgive sins, (he said to the sick of the palsy,) I say to you, arise, and take up your bed and go your way into your house.' And immediately he arose, took up the bed, and went forth before them all; insomuch that they were all amazed, and glorified God, saying, 'We never saw it on this fashion.'"
When the voice of the Almighty Creator is heard, that word is irresistible. Jesus definitely spoke in elegant irony, concerning this great miracle of healing not one of his detractors could ever accomplish. Jesus said that He counted it as something quite easy to do. His critics only heard Jesus say, "Get up and walk." If they had possessed ears to hear as did Ezekiel, they would have heard the tremendous sound of the voice of the Almighty speaking the creative healing power through the lips of Jesus.
When the light from heaven struck unbelieving Saul of Tarsus, his ears were opened and he heard the voice of the Almighty; then his eyes were opened and he saw that celestial light so pure and bright that it blinded him. Until the Holy Spirit opens the ears and eyes of a man, they can neither hear nor see into the high world of the spirit.
David soared high on the wings of the Spirit the day he stood before Goliath and challenged him. Listening attentively, one can hear the noise of the wings and the voice of the Almighty rebuking and warning that evil foe, as David spoke to him. Then, with power from his wings into his hands he rushed toward the giant accompanied by the wondrous wheels.
Moses often went on his wings and the people could hear the voice of the Almighty. Moses did not teach what God said to someone else but spoke what he heard God Jehovah speak to his own heart.
Ezekiel heard the sound of the wings of the cherubim as they went to where they were going. He did not hear their lips and tongues chatting as they talked to one another. Many a believer has been diverted from the way of life by listening to the chattering of men rather than to the noise of their wings as they flew upwards. Many a Christian has been gravely hurt and grieved by the noise of criticism, gossip, or vain doctrinal or ecclesiastical discussions. The chattering of church members who's wings make no sound of soaring unto God in the power of the wind of the Spirit.
It was not the sound of the voices of men, even if they had spoken with great oratory and entertaining content, that sounded to Ezekiel like the voice of the Almighty. Rather, it was the sound of the wings of the fire-creatures beating in perfect unison and harmony with the melody of peace and love resounding in the heavenly realms, this noise they made sounded as the voice Divine.
Human speech, not being empowered by wings, often fill the ears of hearers with exciting words of the wonders of planet earth. However, only the power gathered from the winds of the Spirit by obedient wings, can bring to the ears of men the voice of the Almighty.
Jesus said to his disciples, "What I tell you in darkness, that speak in the light: and what you hear in the ear, that preach upon the housetops." Matthew 10:27
The 'rhema' of God must be heard in the secret places of the heart before it can be spoken before men. It means waiting in faith in the darkness of ignorance until there is a word of direction. Then, the wings will lift up in the Spirit and the voice of the Lord will be heard as they rush upward. The 'rhema' of God can be released on earth to bring comfort to one person, yet a sword of rebuke to another, and even a sharp arrow of conviction to yet another individual. To many the 'rhema' of God brings the creative mercies of deliverance.
Wings cannot fly silently they will surely make a noise in their flight. Perhaps it will be the harmonic sound of anointed praise, or again the ‘rhema’ sound of the prophetic word, or yet again the sound of the outpouring of adoration from the cherubic soul in worship. If the wings beat in flight they will not do so, in silence.
Silence can only reign when the cherubim let down their wings, cease to fly and stand quietly before the Lord. This is when they enter into complete rest. They did not strive to get enjoyment from personal flights of ecstasy. They did not nervously move about like birds at twilight settling down to their rest. When they let down their wings of anointing there was no sound of murmuring or muttering, not even whisperings. Glorious uncontaminated silence, saturated with heavenly peace and rest, prevailed in their cherubic spirit. They did not open their wings to fly until once again the Spirit within them and within the wheels gave new instructions and directions.
CHAPTER 23
THEY LET DOWN THEIR WINGS
Ezekiel 1:24-25 "And when they went, I heard the noise of their wings, like the noise of great waters, as the voice of the Almighty, the voice of speech, as the noise of an host: when they stood, they let down their wings. And there was a voice from the firmament that was over their heads, when they stood and had let down their wings."
When they stood and when they had let down their wings they heard the voice of God directly out from the crystal expanse above them. These cherubim were not always flying hither and thither enjoying flight and the wonderful exercise of their wings. They were not continually speaking anointed words and prophesying, or speaking words their wings had gathered from the winds of the Spirit.
Wings are the ability to bring power of the Spirit into the natural world through gifts, blessings and deliverance. Some people believe that if a person has a gift, he should be using it at every opportunity. They do not realize that there are times to stand still and let down their wings.
There are times when a person may fly high while riding on the thermal of some revival wave. However, revival waves slowly weaken and descend from a crest to a trough far below level. God does not provide a cloud-hook to grasp and stay up in the sky when the lifting thermal of anointing has terminated in the normal ebb and flow of human existence. Wings are to fly, but on orders of the Spirit. Lacking orders the wings are folded, the creature stands still, and listens for the voice from above the firmament.
One of the attractions of mind-altering drugs is that they have the power to extend a sense of ultra well being, even when the reality of normal life descends into the humdrum of daily life. With the help of drugs they can repeatedly return to ultra high emotional and mental perceptions. The miserable slave of the chemicals try to continually remain in that false sense of superiority. In like manner there are some who seek to live in a high state of spiritual emotions and experiences. The eagle that flies high in the sky returns to earth, folds its wings, and takes care of its earthly duties. It does not feel itself less than an eagle when it descends to its aerie.
When the orders given to them by the Spirit had been fulfilled the fire-creatures knew it was time to end their flight, stand still, let down their wings and listen in silence. With the wondrous noise of the wings in flight it would be most difficult to hear the voice of the Eternal through the crystalline substance of the firmament above them. Those fire-creatures had the wisdom to know when to end their flight, stand still and then wait with folded wings for further orders before lifting their wings to fly again.
There are times that the Spirit will call for much activity and again, there are times when rest is the order of the day. When there is a time for rest it is wise to relax and rest because then one will be ready for the next call for action. These times of standing still are for listening to the instructions, revelations and clarifications by the voice of God from above the crystal firmament.
ABRAHAM STOOD YET
In Genesis18 and verses 20 to 22 we read of Abraham’s heavenly visitation in the form of three men just prior to the destruction of Sodom. At that time the Lord said to Abraham, "Because the cry of Sodom and Gomorrah is great, and because their sin is very grievous; I will go down now, and see whether they have done altogether according to the cry of it, which is come unto me; and if not, I will know. And the men turned their faces from there, and went toward Sodom: but Abraham stood yet before the Lord."
The Lord did not say to Abraham that He was going down to destroy Sodom and Gomorrah nor did He reveal any of His intentions. He simply mentioned that He was going down to visit and see it the report of their wickedness was true. He did not elaborate any further, that was all the Lord told Abraham.
Many people today, if they experienced the same situation as Abraham did back then, no doubt would have quickly called their relatives and excitedly told them, "I just had a marvelous visitation from God and an angels. He told me that He was going to visit your city, surely you will have a wonderful visitation because angels from heaven are already on their way.
However, Abraham did not rush about and prepare Sodom for a great angelic visitation. Instead, he stood still, let down his wings and listened. Then in the stillness of his own heart he heard from beyond the firmament of crystal, the sorrowful voice of grief, doom and retribution decreed by the Almighty. That partial information was not enough for Abraham, He wanted to know what would be the result of that visit.
As he stood and pondered this message the light of clarification shone through the crystal above. Abraham realized that when God visited that corrupt city where his nephew Lot and family lived, He would be so offended by the enormity of its wickedness that He would indeed destroy it. Abraham was well aware that the evil in Sodom would call for retribution and cleansing.
Little by little as Abraham stood quietly, he realized the certainty of what was going to happen and that his nephew Lot who lived there, knew not of the coming doom. When Abraham got the full message from heaven the burden for the life of his nephew arose in his heart and he fell on his face interceding for the city and for Lot and his family.
If Abraham had not stood still and listened he would never have known of the doom about to swallow up Sodom. It was only after the full revelation of coming destruction was made clear to him, that he again lifted up his wings to fly high before the throne of mercy in the power of intercession for the deliverance of his family members.
The Apostle James informs us that the testing of our faith produces patience. Although life is short and the future uncertain, people are always in a hurry. It is necessary at times to stand still and wait before the Lord until the vision clarifies.
JESUS HEALED ONE
In the Gospel of John we read of the time when Jesus visited Bethesda. In chapter 5 and verses 2 to 9 we read, "Now there is at Jerusalem by the sheep market a pool, which is called in the Hebrew tongue Bethesda, having five porches. In these lay a great multitude of impotent folk, of blind, halt, withered, waiting for the moving of the water. For an angel went down at a certain season into the pool, and troubled the water: whosoever then first after the troubling of the water stepped in, was made whole of whatsoever disease he had. And a certain man was there, which had an infirmity thirty and eight years. When Jesus saw him lie, and knew that he had been now a long time in that case, he said unto him, 'Wilt thou be made whole?' The impotent man answered him, 'Sir, I have no man, when the water is troubled, to put me into the pool: but while I am coming, another steps down before me.' Jesus saith unto him, 'Rise, take up thy bed, and walk.' And immediately the man was made whole, and took up his bed, and walked: and on the same day was the sabbath."
Jesus approached one man only and asked him if he wanted to be healed. The sick man answered that he could not get to the waters fast enough because he had no one to help him. Then Jesus commanded him to rise up take up his bed and walk and the sick man was instantly healed and walked away. After this, Jesus turned and walked away leaving the remaining crowd of sick folk there still in their infirmities. Jesus was not uncaring or insensitive to all the pain and misery waiting there, but He had formerly declared that He only did what His father commanded Him to do. He only acted under orders and not what His own will, sympathy, expediency, political appeal or crowd pleasing would have Him do.
Although He had all power in heaven and earth, and was filled with the compassion from the heart of the Highest, nevertheless He only worked under the direction of His Father. When His orders were completed He would stand, let down His wings, wait and listen. He is quoted by the apostle John as saying, "I seek not my own will, but the will of the Father which has sent me." (John 5:30) Again Jesus said, "For I came down from heaven, not to do my own will, but the will of Him that sent me." (John 6:38)
A minister would be highly criticized and considered disgraceful if he had such powers and compassion as Jesus, and could heal anyone he desired and then select only one man to heal out of a multitude of sick people. Then, if after healing one man miraculously, that minister turned around and walked away from all the rest, leaving them in pain, frustrated desperation and suffering, he would be ostracized or threatened with mob violence.
The pressures within his own mind and heart added to the censure and reproach of his fellow men would be enormous. Few servants of God could attain such a level of obedience that they could be trusted to fulfill such an order as given to Jesus — an order that sounded something like, "Heal that one and not one more." Few indeed are the servants who would not turn aside to alleviate all the pain and suffering of the rest of the multitude. If a servant of God had not yet learned to stand still, fold his wings and wait, he would consider this instance as a heaven sent opportunity to prove that he was a mighty servant of God and try to use his gifts to evangelize the whole multitude.
People in the past, have spoken of a coming revival that would release such power to men that they could walk into the hospitals and empty them out. Such talk is illuminating because it confirms just what they would do if they could; and that is one reason why such a revival will never come.
These people have not yet learned the importance of standing still, letting down their wings, and flying only according to the directions of the Spirit.
There is a rest to the children of God even if they are working in the Spirit and in the anointing. However, anointed and gifted servants easily get under pressure. They hear the voice of the people saying, "You are a healer aren't you? Now go to work and heal the sick." Others will say, "You are a prophet aren't you? Now prophesy to us and relieve our distress."
The needs of human beings are endless. Sickness, fears, pain, and threatening death are ever present. It is easy to get so caught up in trying to fulfill the needs of people that a strong pressure to produce, is generated — a pressure so great that it will override the sound of the still small voice giving orders to stand still and let down the wings. The Servant of God does not have to always be working in the anointing and does not always keep his wings flapping desperately to stay in the will of God.
It is wonderful to discover that wings have been given to move in the mind of the spirit. However, now that wings are given, there is a need to learn to let them rest once in a while so that they will develop better.
OUR WORKS OR HIS
Sometimes pseudo super-spiritual believers join themselves together in a small group. They will have many visions, dreams, prophecies and revelations with all manner of earthly predictions. All such manifestations they claim and believe are from God. However, such showy manifestations are imaginations out of their own over-anxious heart. They are like small fledglings fiercely beating their wings before they have learned to fly.
The writer of the book of Hebrews in chapter 4 and verse 10 says, "He that is entered into his rest, has also ceased from his own works, as God did from His." Ceasing from his own works, refers to the works that are self-motivated, self-gratifying and self-benefiting. Having been given the grace of winged flight in the realm of the spirit there also comes a responsibility to use the power-gathering strength of those wings according to the will of the Holy Spirit and not one's own will and interests.
A certain pastor that had been given wings ministered in his gifts of healing and prophecy. Then, he began to pray daily interceding intensely. Day after day, even entire nights he would travail with many tears in prayer. Later, he revealed that his tremendous prayer burden was to persuade God to take the life of his wife so he could marry another women with whom he was infatuated. Fortunately his prayers were not answered as his wife outlived him.
This man is an example of one that tries to use the power of the wings of faith and prayer for his own ends. Probably not many would be so crass as that pastor, nevertheless, there are those who desire to build a big thing for God, put on a big show, with hidden motives of self aggrandizement and ego satisfaction.
It is a true spiritual work to stand still, let down the wings, rest from works and listen. If the will of the Spirit is to do nothing at the moment but rest, then with full free conscience the servant can rest.
He who inhabits eternity, even the Eternal Himself, is not limited by time. He is not forced to do all of His work instantaneously. He works in time but is not ruled by time; He always has a tomorrow in which to finish His works. He may order His servant to soar on his wings high into the heavens but He does not require him to stay there. They will go, but then they will return to earth and live the normal life of the earthling.
Jesus, more than any other man, lived a life that was ever in touch with His Father in Heaven, nevertheless, in obedience to His father, He lived such an ordinary human life that his critics took occasion to disbelieve and discredit Him. The Nazarene villagers said, "How dare He do and say such things, He is our village carpenter."
The needy multitudes demand that the servant of God, who has learned to use his wings, always keep his wings flapping and never stand still. If the servant can speak a word of prophecy, people will ever call on him to prophesy. If he can pray a prayer of faith, his telephone would be very busy with people saying, "Pray for us." Jesus, the perfect servant, took time to take his disciples aside to rest awhile.
God can and will do his perfect work quite successfully without the busy flapping of His servant’s wings. It was when the cherubim stood and let down their wings that they were able to hear the voice of God. God had to wait for them to get their flying finished before He could speak to them.
A certain young pastor was so busy he didn't have time to wait on God. He was counseling from 7:30 in the morning until 9:00 at night. He had only a small church of about 150 people. A wise counselor challenged him to wait before God for four hours every day and that if he would do so nine-tenths of his people's problems would disappear. After much persuasion he agreed to do so. He duly announced to the congregation that he would not be available to them before noon. However, sad to say, that only lasted three and one-half weeks. Then he returned to his old wearying ways. That young pastor was so busy working for God that he never did stand and let down his wings and listen to the voice of God.
MISSIONARY PROGRAM IS BIRTHED
Luke writes in the book of acts of the church in Antioch. It was the occasion of the inauguration of their missionary program, Acts 13:1 "Now there were in the church at Antioch certain prophets and teachers; as Barnabas, and Simeon that was called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen, which had been brought up with Herod the Tetrarch, and Saul."
Suppose, that as those prophets and teachers who waited together with their hearts reaching out to the far realms of the world had said, "Here we sit in this fine church in Antioch and we have no good missionary program. We should appoint first of all a finance committee and discuss means to raise finances. We should also have a missions committee and a ladies aid society to gather old clothes and things to help them."
The above is not the way these experienced servants of God began their great missions project. Luke hastens on to write in verse 2 and 3 of chapter 13 that, "As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost said, Separate Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to where I have called them. And when they had fasted and prayed, and laid their hands on them, they sent them away."
Missions, was born of the Spirit of God. The Spirit sent them, and went with them. Those men of God rested while standing under the crystal firmament with their wings down they heard God speak. That is the way they did things. They got still before God. They knew that if they got still enough and quiet enough and their wings folded, that they would hear God speak and get His direction.
Those experienced prophets and teachers of God were well acquainted with the words the Psalmist sang in Psalm 46 and verse 10, "Be still and know that I am God." So they all stood still, let down their wings and worshiped. Then they heard the voice of God. He gave them His orders of how, who, when and where they were to go to begin the spreading the glorious news of the gospel of Jesus to the world.
CHAPTER 24
DIVINE GOVERNMENT
Isaiah 9:6 "For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and His name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace."
The man of God is one that cannot be doing His own thing, going his own way, or choosing his own actions. He has come under the divine government of the Creator, the King of the universe. From Him he receives orders, and yields to His authority. The scope of action may change, the setting may change, and even the task can change, but the authority and government never change. Obedience is always under God and unto God.
Jesus said while He was on earth, that He only did what He saw the Father do. He did not work from His own will, but from the will of the Father.
God has established four local governments on earth: First, God established an order of government in the church with Christ the head of the church. Ephesians 1:22, "God has put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be the head over all things to the church." 1Corinthians 12: 28, " God has set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues." Again, in the book of Hebrews chapter 13 and verse 17 it is written, "Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves: for they watch for your souls, as they that must give account, that they may do it with joy, and not with grief: for that is unprofitable for you."
The second government God established, is in households and without it a home will be torn apart. In Ephesians chapter 6 verses 1 and 2 Paul writes, "Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right. Honor your father and mother; which is the first commandment with promise." Again, in Ephesians chapter 5 and verses 22 and 23 it is written, "Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and he is the savior of the body."
The third government established by God, is the control over labor in the workplace. That the employee is subject and obedient to his employer as long as employed by him. Paul writes to the Colossians in chapter 3 and verse 22, "Servants, obey in all things your masters according to the flesh; not with eye-service, or as men-pleasers; but in singleness of heart, fearing God."
The fourth government God established, is civil government in the state to govern and bring a semblance of order and social peace. In Titus 3:1, Paul wrote Titus to tell the people to: "be subject to principalities and powers, to obey magistrates, to be ready to every good work."
Christ as head of the church gave orders through the apostle Paul that they should submit to and obey those set in authority. The perfected servant will have already learned submission and obedience to earthly authorities; as part of the process of learning to be governed directly by Christ in the work of the Spirit. He must know when to fly on the wings of power and when to stand still and rest and listen to the voice of the almighty from beyond the crystal firmament.
Paul, in the book of Romans chapter 1 and verse 1, calls himself a servant, literally a bond slave. Although he is called to be an apostle and was separated by God to the ministry of the gospel, nevertheless, he chooses for himself the title 'bond slave'. Paul thereby recognized that no matter how high an office he might hold he still was and ever would be, a bond slave. He was subject to divine orders, and would be forever under the government of Christ.
All governments are under Christ and our obedience through a government is unto Christ and not unto man. We are still under government in spite of that. A government that refuses to bring obedience to Christ will be dealt with by Christ, because they are in rebellion. Governments are always under the divine head. Christ sets up the governments and regardless of what area of government we are operating under, we still are under divine government.
Sad to say, but power likes to expand, governments like to expand and break over their boundaries and usurp the government of others. State governments like to usurp the private authority in homes. In fact, in many places Federal and State governments try to usurp the governmental authority in churches and in many countries they do. That is none of their business. When brought before the council, Peter could say to government, "Whom do we obey? God or man?" This government was out of place. We have a right to disobey when our government is out of place. God hasn't tied us up in little bundles and left us at the mercy of whoever.
First of all, we are under orders of the scriptures. We have them well written out as to what we are to minister and what we are not to minister. We are not to get into divers disputes, but we are to preach Christ. We are to bring forth the wonders and glories of our redeemer and His wonderful work. We are given plenty of material in the scriptures that will guide the ministry in all of its phases. Also, not only are we under divine government through the written word but also even in the prerequisites, what makes a minister.
It is very interesting that the church that kept their life the longest of any church was the Moravian church. The Moravian church was extremely careful who they put into the ministry. If a person did not fulfill all the prerequisites of the scripture, they would not be allowed to minister. They were very slow to select an elder or a deacon. The Moravian movement kept divine life for several hundred years. No other church has ever done it. In fact, they had what they called the hundred year prayer meeting. That is quite a long while to have a prayer meeting.
One of the reasons that a church quickly looses life is because they do not follow God's established order of government. In most places, the governments are democratic, the voice of the people instead of the voice of God. So we vote them in or out of office. This is contrary to what God establishes in His Word. In Acts chapter 6, the prerequisites for a deacon just to serve tables and do other common church chores, was very demanding. Verse 3 states: "Choose out men, full of the holy Ghost, (not past, but present tense) full also of the spirit of wisdom and be of good reputation. That is just one scripture for the prerequisites of a deacon.
If it wasn't so tragic, it would have been amusing, but in some churches where I traveled, I found elders under twenty years of age. The scripture so carefully states: "not a novice." God is the one that sets up the requirements. We have ruled His ways out of the church.
There is only one true church and that is the church where Jesus Christ is the governing head! That church will only have one king. Even though that king will set them under some government, yet they are really obeying the one king.
Isobel Kuhn, felt the call of God to the Lueshu people in China and approached the head of the mission they were under with this challenge. He told them he didn't want them to go. They obeyed, but for the next ten years they continued submitting their application. Not surprisingly, for ten years it was denied. One day, God removed that man and put another one in his place and the first thing he did was ask them to go to the Lueshu people. When they arrived, they had immediate revival and thanked God that they had waited those ten years, because they were then able to handle what God was doing due to the fact they had the language and had the preparation. Their obedience was to God even under man, because that Mission was the place God had put them.
In the United States of America people are anti-government, anyplace and everywhere. They don't like government. They resisted government more than two hundred years ago and there doesn't seem to be any change now. That would be fine if it were only in politics but when it gets into religion, when it gets into our heart and becomes a spirit of rebellion, it becomes a grievous sin, "for to obey is better than the fat of rams." "Rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft." These things we are written in 1Samuel chapter 15.
We are subject to divine orders in our work, and in the things we are to do. For a time God may set you to do something, but He may change that after a few months or years.
In my life, I so wanted to go to the mission field but I knew I dared not go without orders. I sought the Lord for six months and towards the last was fasting with prayer and tears because I so wanted to go. What a delight when the orders came zinging down from heaven good and clear and firm beyond doubt. Now I had my orders. We cannot move on our own. We are under orders regarding our deportment. There is a saying, "Others may, you cannot". We are not the ones that decide what is right and what is wrong. Our orders are as John the Apostle put it, "we do those things that please Him." We are to please Christ regardless of what He is asking us to do. Regardless of whether people say it is right or people say it is wrong. We also are under orders to the place where we are working.
I dare to say, something quite remarkable happened in California. The church there lost its Pastor and they were looking for another Pastor. Eighty-four people were divinely and suddenly called to that Pastorate. Must be some angel really got things mixed up! Some candidate pastors had visions, some had prophecies, some had dreams. At the same time, I knew of a small, struggling church up in cold Montana at that time, but not one person was called there. It is remarkably how many people are called to beautiful Islands, or desirable places in the world. Oh, they are so needed there.
How important are the directives of God in a true ministry. When we stand still and get quiet enough, then we can hear the directives of God. Without them, other factors begin to control like the scope of how large that ministry is to be. Our ambitions sometimes will take us far beyond the true calling of God. I have known many ministries to foul up just because their ambitions took them beyond the level of their faith. Many go beyond their calling and loose all that they might have had, because they wouldn't submit under divine government. They wanted to get enough from God to start them going, but then to turn them loose so they could do the rest on their own! We are extremely prone to that. There must be the divine directives, that 'rhema' of God that directs our life and that must be confirmed in the mouth of two or more witnesses. It has to be made sure for us. It has to be confirmed by those in authority over us. It has to be confirmed by the scriptures. It has to be confirmed by the ways or the dealings of God.
There is a deep rebellion in the heart of man, as we have come from a rebellious race. It is very easy to be moved out of line and get away from the divine orders of God. Regardless of how old, how developed, how full of faith or how powerful, man is never out from under divine government. Never! Christ was always under His Father. We may, however, get out from human government as God changes our life from point to point; But we are never out from under divine government. We are never free to do just what we like. James tells us not to say, "tomorrow I will do thus and so," but to say, "if the Lord wills."
Anointings and giftings with independence is very dangerous. There are many people I have personally known that have had giftings and anointings, but have lost their spiritual life, their churches and all that God gave them, because they didn't have a surrendered will; they were rebels at heart. They were going to use these gifts as they wanted to, as they were self motivated. Ambitions and prides were at work to bring them into a place of using God to further their own reputations, projects or whatever. Basically they were self-motivated. There is a great desire in many of us to get hold of the blessings and giftings of God in order to use them for our own ends, without realizing, that our prides, ambitions, envying and coveting, defile the Lordship of Christ.
God has a lot of dealings to do in order to bring many of us completely under divine government. We must be brought to stand under the firmament where the throne was set and listen to the voice of God, then follow the instructions. Be sure you have listening ears, for Divine government demands a hearing ear. Be sure you have taken time to get your wings down and get the noise stopped and stand still and hear from God. Then you can say, "If the Lord wills, I will."
Christ, is the head of the Church; To govern His church means that His servants must take time to let down their wings, stand still and listen to the voice from beyond the crystal firmament. Only in the stillness of inner rest and quietude can the 'Rhema' of God be heard.
Not only must that 'Rhema' be heard but with it there must be that time of waiting yet before the lord as Abraham did before the destruction of Sodom. Waiting, until there is a clarification of the message and full assurance that it is clearly understood. After that assurance it remains only to be obeyed. Then the wings can again unfold, lift up in flight and soar in their anointing power to the fulfillment of orders.
We must also learn how to get those 'Rhema' orders confirmed. It may be some time before it is confirmed. There is nothing that could be a greater work in our life, than for us to be brought into divine government — that place where He rules and reigns in every aspect of your life, until you answer only to Him directly. That is what God desires. It definitely will not be any other way in heaven. The governments in the invisible world are so absolute, there is no disobedience in the spirituals, none at all. Not even the devil got away with rebellion and disobedience. Only a small period of time is man allowed this, at his own peril. What a dangerous thing it is!
CHAPTER 25
SONS OF GOD GLORIFIED
In 2nd Corinthians chapter 5 and verse 17 the apostle Paul speaks of this new creation of God when he writes: "Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature; old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new." (the word translated creature is creation in the original language)
Again referring to the glorification of his sons, Paul writes in Romans chapter 8 and verses 17-19: "And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together. For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us. For the earnest expectation of the creature waits for the manifestation of the sons of God." And again in Romans 8:30 "Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified."
Ezekiel saw the glorified sons of God, the glorious beings of light, the cherubim, the glorified and perfected servants, the fire-creatures. They were truly wondrous beings from the hand of the Creator. They were creatures created in the fire, that flamed within and without. They were exceedingly beautiful and bore the image of the nature of Jesus in their faces. They were endowed with wings of power to capture the energy and the nuances of the winds of the Spirit and transfer it to their actions. They went and returned, swift as a ray of light, by the mind and power of the Spirit and their going was always in a straight path. They were enlightened by a multitude of eyes, the organs of light and sight, in every part of their beings leaving no part dark, and they were so powerful that mighty bolts of energy, like lightening, flashed forth from them and energized their works.
Wherever they went they were accompanied by the wheels of anointing. Wheels, that made every and all their works to be accomplished with the ease of the power of the Holy Spirit. Because of the wheels they neither strained nor struggled to fulfill a directive the Spirit gave them.
With all of their wisdom, power, and glory they were always submitted and subject to Christ. Although they bore the very image of the nature of Christ and were indwelt by the Spirit and fire of God yet they were not gods. They were not deities in any sense of the word.
Ezekiel saw that the servants of God in their glorified state had come into a high place of yielded wills and surrendered existence. The fires of the furnace of affliction that had birthed them had done their work well. In no part of their fiery beings, remained any trace of the bonds of self will and self determinations. Bonds and fetters that had so bound them in their former state in the flesh.
It was as in the incident of the three children of Israel who were thrown into the fiery furnace for their obedience to God and defiance to the idolatrous king. The fire had no power to hurt or injure their bodies in any way but did have power to burn off all their bonds and shackles. They came out of that furnace without even the smell of smoke upon their persons, but there was not a single restricting cord or fetter left upon hands or feet. The fire had liberated them and set them free from all earthly restraints.
God revealed the wondrous fire-beings to Ezekiel to cause him to understand the divine purpose for all the sorrow, pain, and suffering of this life. Glorification of His sons was the final reasons for the lovely things as well as the hurting things on earth. The reason for the unjust, and incomprehensible trials and tragedies of life. The answer as to Ezekiel's life was a life of slavery and humiliation in Babylon, and why God ordered such strange things for Ezekiel to do to demonstrate his prophecies.
The vision revealed to Ezekiel that all the conundrums of his life, were not a series of haphazard happenings, unrelated and capricious, but, to the contrary, his life was composed of a well coordinated and strategic plan. A plan preconceived and worked out by the inimitable intelligence of the Most High God. A plan that intended to bring Ezekiel through the fires until fire became an integral part of his spiritual substance.
What God revealed to Ezekiel by the vision was not only for the encouragement of Ezekiel but also for every servant of the Lord. Men that strive to follow and obey Christ yet finds life and its sufferings an incomprehensible mystery. A life on earth that, on the surface appears to be an enigma and dilemma with neither purpose nor answers.
Job did not have the vision of Ezekiel to help him with the understanding of the disastrous raging fires of calamities that came into his life. He wrestled and strove to find the reasons, and asked every why his keen mind could think of. A mind that could only strive in the darkness of utter incomprehensibility. Finally, in the end, God came to Him in light and revealed Himself to him as the reason, the purpose, and Himself the great why.
By the vision of the glorified fire creatures, God gave to Ezekiel to reveal to all the servants of God, the purpose and determination in the Divine Mind for His servants. He revealed to Ezekiel, that God fully intended to give them an expected and glorious end and fulfill His promises to them above and beyond their comprehension.